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MB. MATTHEW BUCHINGEM. 



Ifmir-: 'Tiienthe Lives anrf Portraits of tevcral Original Characters, 
in o.»/ KiR>T Volume, which xce haic the satisfacth.n tojinff, Au» /rm fna^t 
tnn/iti Uif received fry //le Cu R I ou s, and tht. Lovvrs 9/ O R i ci N \ n T Y ; 1 « pur- 
fmnnce o/ihe same tntertaintfit^ Pluiiy ice commcuce our Second, ici:k an Af> 
c. unt and Portrait of the above \ commonhj calkd^ 

THE WONDERFUL LITTLE MAN OF NUREMBERG, 
IS GERMA^Y. 



AIr. Buchikcer was bom June 2, 1674, without hands, 
feet, or thighs. He was the last of nine children, by one 
father aTul mother, viz. eight 90ns and one daughter ; and 
after arriving at the age of maturity, from the singularity 
i>f his case, and tlie abilities he possessed, he attracted the 
attention not only of the Continent, but of this country 
also ; the public at that time being anxious to obtain the 
likeness of a person, whose abilities seemed peculiarly oii- 
ginal, and not less remarkable for his acquirement^>, than 
for the singular privations he laboured under, from the* pe- 
culiarity of his formation. 

To cromc to particulars, as to his capacitVj it was re- 
marked of him, b\^ his cotemporarics, *• that this little man 
performed such wonders as had never l>ocn done bv a?iy 
but himself. It was said, that he plaved on various sorts of 
muMC to admiration, as the st<-ange tinte in consort wiili 
the bagpij>e, dulcimer and trumpet, lie was like v. isi* snp- 
post'd to possess considerable abiliiies for the meelKirrics, 
h.iving conceived the design of couitruLting maciane-i to 
play on all sorts of music. 

Vol. II, B He 



8 UNCOMMON ELEVATION IN A BALLOON. 

He was no less eminent for writing, drawing coats of 
arms, sketches, &c. with a pen ; was an adept at cards 
and dice. He also performed tricks with cups and balls, 
corn, and living birds, and could play at skittles and 
nine-pins with great dexterity ; with other particulars, not 
less surprising, in a person so mutilated by nature, as he 
appeared to be. — But among the most remarkable of his 
drawings, is his own portrait ; and as an embellishment in 
the delineation of his wig, he most curiously contrived, that 
its curls should exhibit in several fairly written lines, the 
87th, 121st, 128th, 130th, 140th, 149th, and the 150th 
Psalms, concluding with the Lord's Prayer* As another 
singularity in his domestic affairs, it is remarkable that 
he was married four times, and had eleven children ; viz* 
one by his first wife, three by his second, six by his 
third, and one by his last. — His whole stature was no more 
than 29 inches in height ; the portrait accompanying this 
description of his person, was copied from that drawn by 
tumself. 



Uncommon Elevation in a Balloon, at Hamburgh, 

JVIr, Robertson, whose experiments we have before 
heard of, renewed his late attempts about the 7th of No- 
vember. This balloon, constructed of taffety, was 30 feet 
in diameter, and was filled so as to carry a weight of 445 
pounds. Mr. Robertson ascended with a friend, having 
ballast to the weight of 140 pounds. They continued 
rising till the barometer stood at 12 deg. and they were 
supposed to be 3,679 toises, or measures of 6 feet from the 
earth. No Aeronauts liad ever ascended so high ; nor did 
Mr. Robertson, or his friend, even think it possible. — But 
here they soon found, that the apathy, inactivity, and 
drowsiness that began to seize upon them was inexpres- 
sible. Their eyes were suffused with blood, their lips 
swelled, their veins distended, and their pulse beat un- 
comiQouly high. Their throats, in the next place, became 

affected ; 



A GALVANIC BATTBKY, &C. ^ 

«iffected ; and they found it very difficult to swallow. In 
fact, a degree of numbness and drowsiness, that must in- 
fallibly have brought on death, began to gain very fast 
upon them, so that if they had not taken the resolution of 
fastening a cord round their bodies, by which they could 
pull each other heartily; . and made use of some stimulants,^ 
which they applied, upon the principles of electricity and 
magnetism, they certainly must have perished. In the 
course of five hours they descended in the Hanoverian ter- 
jritory, 78 miles from the spot where they ascended. One 
of the birds they carried with them was dead, the other was 
unable to fly. When at the vast height from whence they 
descended, though they spoke to each other very loud, 
they could hear but with great difficulty. The sun was 
no longer of that dazzling brightness in which it appeared 
on the earth, being a fine day ; but all the whole circle of 
the heavens appeared of a most beautiful blue* Maugre 
these difficulties which Mr. Robertson met with, he proposed 
making anotlicr excursion, in order that he might enlargo 
his physical experiments. 



A GALVANIC BATTERY AND INFLAMMABLE AIR.PISTOL, 

While the Philosophers of the Continent are busied with 
Galvanic experiments upon the dead, we are glad to find 
the subject occupying the attention of some gentlemen of 
science in this country, with a laudable view of applying 
the powers of this surprising principle to objects of general 
utility. The battery which Mr, Wilkinson, of Soho-square, 
has constructed, and by which he some evenings since made 
numerous curious experiments, exposes a surface of nearly 
30,Q00 square inches, containing more than a ton weight 
of metal. Gold and silver, till lately considered as indis* 
tructible by fire, were, by Mr. Wilkinson, together with 
copper and tin, deflagrated with ao unconunon brilliancy ; 

B 2 a platina 



4 BRUTALITY IN ITS PURITY. 

a plutina wire, 1-1 0th of an inch thick, was greatly dis- 
tcmicd, and fused with a glohular form ; steel harpsichord 
virc Mas ignited, and fused into red-hot balls ; brass, cop- 
per, and silver, produei*d the same eifect. On applying 
charcoal to the Galviinic apparatus, the most intensely 
brilliar.t lioht ensued, so luminous in fact, that the blaze 
of ii patent lair.p ttx})osed to it, was so far echpsed as to be 
scarcely distingul>liul)le ; the light continued about teu 
minutes, and the luminous extremities of the charcoal pro* 
duced a most beautiful racUaiion, rendering every part of 
a large room, previously darkened, as light as if exposed to 
an unclouded sun. The inilammable air-pistol was, for the 
first time, fired by Galvanism. Mr. Wilkinson, among 
some intcM^tinci observatioiis on the influence of Galvanism, 
in the important st ience of Magnetism, remarked, tiiat tjjc 
polarity of any nu^tallic substance, as lately mentioned by 
a contincjital Pliilosophrr, did not appear correct. With 
steel and iron needles he had frequently magnetised by 
Galvanism. 



TO THE EDITOR, 

** SiH, — if llie f«)'.ir»\vinjr Ml-i't'll n«^(ui^ Aitules arc nry wpys ii^ofiil lo yoii^ 
n bi- irscricf! in the Number rru.unrncinp tin- Src«>ii(\ V(iliiin<- of your tuily 
Eiiltr-.l.iiniiig Magazine, tb'*y ari.- wliolly at your hCrvici' ; and by comjlv in«r, 
will, at llio same liiui*, jjrejily oblig" \our <iC( a>n»nal CorrL-^i)€Uu!onf, 

.\f.//;,.'i.'/Miw, D»c. l", loOV ^^^^ I). B. L." 

BRUTALITY IN IPS PURITY. 

A Far-MF.r, on Friday evening, January 9tli, 1795, 
>ittin«T amonj^ a >nuill circle of his neighbours, fuddlinj^ 
tlieir noses owr a kirge lire and a full tankard, in order to 
jirove the degree of subjection and command he had over 
a fine younn; n^astilV (then lying before the tire), took a lar^e 
blazing coal and apjiliecl it to the belly of the aninial ; at 
the same time ordering !»im to lie still, >vhirhthe jmmm' crea- 
ture actually did, until his entrails hOd nearly appeared ; 

vhei\ 



HBMARKABLK INSTANCES OF SAGACITY IK DOGS. S 

when extreme torture forcing him to fly, bis tender-hearted 
master, as a reward for his fidelity, took a gun and imme- 
diately shot him. The scene where tiiis singular act of hrim 
inanity took pl<ice, M^as at the EobinhoQjd public-house, 
near Helsby, in the county of Chester. The authenticity 
pf which, many of the inhabitants ofthat place can testify. 



TtrO REMARKABLE INSTANCES OF SAGACITY IN J50GS. 

In tlie latter end of the inonth of February 1795, as Mr* 
Boustead's son, of Great Salkeld, Westmoreland, wai 
shepherding upon Great Salkeld Common, he had the mis- 
fortune to fall and break his leg. He was then at the dis- 
tance of three miles from home, no person within call, and 
evening fast approaching. Besides the anguish he was suf- 
fering from the fracture, how dreadful must his feehngs 
)iave been, from the accumulated distress of his situation. 
At a moment when distraction was likciy to overcome the 
powers of reason and reflection, Providence directed him 
to the following expedient : — He folded one of his gloves 
in his handkerchief, which he tied round the neck of the 
dog, and ordered him home. The dogs which are trained 
to an attendance on the flock, are known to be under ad- 
mirable subjection to the commands of their masters. The 
animal instantly set off, arriving at t\^ house, scratched at 
the door for admittance. The young man's parents were 
alarmed at his appearance, and more especially when they 
took off and unfolded the handkerchief ; concluding, be- 
yond a doubt, that some accident had befallen their son, 
they instantly went in search of him. The dog needed no 
instruction, apparently sensible tiiat the chief part of his 
duty was yet to be performed, he led the way, and con- 
ducted the anxious parent to the spot where their son laid !' 
Happily this was effected before night had set in ; the 
jroiing man was brvUght home, and the necessary aid pro- 
cured ; 



H &EMA1LKABL2 INSTANCES OF FECUNDITT^ &C. 

cured ; and he shortly after recovered, A writer of iio 
smaU eminence* says, ^* There is amoral obligation between 
a man and a dog:" in the present instance, that obligation 
fcvcry strong, indeed. The shepherd owes his release* 
from a situation the most dreadful that can be conceived^ 
tp the wonderful sagacity of a faithful dog. 



In the Tnonth of June I806, as Mr. J, Seaman, of Rupert- 
street, was going from the Hay-market to Bond-street, he fell 
down in a fit ; a cfo.wd of people soon collected : but a 
Newfoundland dog, belonging to Mr. Seaman, kept them at 
a distance from him, thereby promoting his recovery, by the 
admision of air, and preserving a largo sum of money which 
he had in his pockets ; and of which, it is probable, he had 
otherwise been deprived. This dog, about two years pre* 
ceding the above time, saved his master's life at Ports- 
mouth, wlien he fell into the harbour ; and, but for tlxrf 
exertions of this animal, must have been drowned. 



I yhrce remarkable Instances of Fecundity in different 

Animals, 

; , A SINGULAR instance of which was proved in the Viper, 

1 on Monday, August 16, 1791, by George Dickinson, a 

I* Labourer, at Edwinstowe, in the county of Nottingham ; lie 

being at work in a rushy meadow, observed a female vipef 

^ basking in tlie sun, upon an old bank. He took up a rail 

and killed her ; when seeing the belly uncommonly largo 

for tliat species of serpent, he opened her down from the 

jaw to the tail, with the point of his scythe ; when there 

came out 18 young vipers, in full vigour, and snapped at 

the scythe with the greatest avidity; and most oftliem 

I measured eight inches in length : the old viper was two 

\ feet eight inches in length. 

An 



AN EXTRAORDINARY CASfc IN «^UROEkY,,&C* 1 

An Ewe belonging to J. Horton, E$q. of Elliot's- Hall, 
in Warwickshire, which brought three lambs in 1800, and 
four in 1801 ; and on the 3d of March 1802, yeaned five, 
all alive. 

In the month of July of the present year, a SoUf be- 
longing to Mr. PcHTter, of Marham, Lincolnshire, had a litter 
of 25 pigs, all alive ; 18 of which were living a fortnight 
after, 

AN EXTRAORDINARY CASE IN SURGERY, 

Happened in February 1*796, in the county of L'reatb- 
Hospital, on the Coomb : — ^A woman of the name of Sarah 
Dillon, who had been pregnant for two years and two 
months, underwent t!b&Ciefarean operation, and had a fail* 
grown child extracted, which had not the least appearance 
of putrefa<;tion. The woman was shortly after disciiargcd 
from the Hospital perfectly healed and well. 

Singular Instance of Shells being found uyidcr a solid 
Stratum of Rock. 

In working a stone-quarry, in 1795, belonging to Lord 
Ducie, on the road leading from Tedbury to Bath, the re- 
mains of a large tree, supposed to be o;.k, was discovered 
15 feet from the surface of the ground, and under a solid 
stratum of rock, several feet thick. Near the tree, which 
was of a considerable size, and measured in length 20 feet, 
(lying in a South- East direction,) an oyster, and some oilu^r 
shells were found. This is one of the singular occuirenccs 
which confound philosophy, and demoubtrute the sup.jr- 
ficialness of human conception. 



remarkable aurora boreams. 

About eight o'clock on Thursday night, the 21st of 
October* 179^, a remarkable Aurora Borcali* was seen, 

uear 



S R£MAItKABL£ HISTOkY OF A CANADA GOOSE. 

near Mansfield, in the county of Nottingham ; its appear* 
ance was that of a white steady light , without any of thosd 
shooting streams of the electric fluid, which are always seen 
in the common Aurora Borealis ; it seemed to extend from 
N. B. to S. W. arid where it was observed from a hijxh situ- 
ation, it formed the segment of a large circle. There had 
been a little frost in the morning, the day was fine, and 
the evening perfectly clear. — The wind N. W. ; barome- 
ter 30 deg. and thermometer 47 deg. 



A Pig of Lead, 2 feet long, 7 inches thick at top, 
3J inches at bottom, and 185 pounds weight, w^as found in 
the year 1795, at Snelbitch, in Sliropshire, with the iu- 
scription, " J. M. P. Hadriani A. V. C. ;'* supposed to 
bave lain there since the reign of Adrian the Emperor, who 
died in the year 139, being 1657 years ago, from the time 
of being found. 

REMARKABLE HISTORY OF A CANADA G00T5E. 

The following Story is extreinely well attested, and furnishes a very curious 
Article in Natural History. 

1 HE foUowirtg account of a Canada Goose, is so extraor- 
dinary, that I am aware, it would, with difficulty, gain 
credit ; was not a whole parish able to vouch for the truth 
of it. 

The Canada Geese are not fond of a poultry-yard, but 
are rather of a rambling disposition : one of these birds was, 
however, observed to attach itself in the strongest and 
most affectionate manner to the house-dog ; would never 
quit the kennel, except for the purpose of feeding, when 
it would return again immediately. It always sat by the 
dog, but never presumled to go into the kennel, except in 
rainy weather ; w^henever the dog barked, the goose would 
cackle and run at the person she supposed the dog barked 
B^y and try to bite them by the heels. Sometimes sne would 

attempt 



EBMA&JCABLl RXSTORY OP A CANADA OOOSE. t 

attempt to feed with the dog: but diis the dog, who ntber 
treated hii faithful companion with indiSerence, would not 
suffer. 

This bird would not go to roott with the others at nigfatt 
unless driven by main force ; and, when in the morning, she 
is turned in the field, shi^ would never stir firom the yard** 
gate, but sit there the whole day in sight of the dog. At 
last orders were given that she should not be molested, but 
suffered to accompany the dog as she liked : being thus 
lefit to herself, she ran about with him all night, and what 
is particularly extraordinary, and can be attested by the 
whaie parish, that whenever the dog went out of the yard, 
and ran into the village, the goose always accompanied 
bim, contriving to keep up with by the use of her wings ; 
9nd in this way of running and flyiugy followed him all over 
the parish. 

This extraordinary affection of the goose towards the 
dog, which continued till his deatb, two years after it was 
first observed, is supposed to have originated from his hav- 
ing saved her iVom a fox, in the very moment of distress. ' 
While the dog was ill, the goose never quitted him» day 
nor night, not even to feed ; and it was apprehended she 
would have be^n^starved to death, had not the orders been 
given for a pan of com to be set every day close to the 
kenneL At this time the goose generally sat inside the 
kennd, and would not let any approach, unless it was the 
person that brough the dog^ or her own food. 

The end of this faithful bird was melancholy : for when 
the dog died, she would still jQsep ponession of the kennel; 
and a new house-dog being introduced, which in size and^ 
colour resembled thiu lately lost, the poor goose was ttn# 
happily deceived, and going into the kennel, the new inn 
habitant seized her by the throat and killed her. 

A simiUr affection was observed between a cat and a 
pigeon, some years ago, at the house of the late Robert 
^^mes, £sq. of Putn^ ; with dns difference, that it apt' 

c pW^«i 



10 moM button's history or dxrby. 

peared to be reciprocal. — ^What rendered it more extraor* 
dioary was, that they were both found one day on the 
wall of the garden^ and both became domesticated at 
Mr. James's^ where they coptinued to be im»eparable 
companions. .-rN-r^,>-^rv^v..rN^~^ Carolus. 

FROM HUTTOn's HISTORY OF DERBY. 

A Regiment of troopers in 1647, in the Parliament 
service, marching over St. Mary's bridge, in their way ta 
Nottingham, observed a girl of 15 years of age, a few 
yards below the bridge, lading water into her pail, while 
standing upon a bativo lao, (beating log, upon which the 
dyer stands to beat his cloth) ; some soldiery jokes ensued ^ 
when one of them dismounted and cast a large stone, with 
a design to splash her ; but not being versed in directing a 
stone so well as a bullet, he missed the water, and broke 
ber head. Alarmed at this unexpected result of his rude 
attack, he hastened to the front of the regiment, to avoid 
the consequence: Thus, the man who had boldly faced the 
enemy in the field, fled with fear from an helpless female. 
Nothing disarms like offered injuries. She instantly, with 
tears and cries, left her pail, went home, when her mother 
'was frightened to heboid her covered with blood. The un* 
knewn consequences of this adventure, hung heavy upor^ 
' the trooper's mind : lie rode in the regiment eleven years 
after. — ^When discharged, the world was all before him, 
where to chase, he fixed on Derby ; followed his occu- 
pation, courted and married a young woman. In the 
course of tlicir conversations, he proved to-be the very man 
that cast the stone, and she the woman with a broken head. 
They lived in Bridge-Gate, and in harmony about thirty, 
years : during that period, they produced ten children, 
the eldest of whom was my grandfather (tkeAuikor), — His 
sword, in my possession, was drawn for liberty, at Mars* 
ton Moor, under the Earl of Manchester ; at Nascby, un- 
der F^rfax ; and at Worcester, under Cromwell ; and was 
carried in pursuit of the unfortunate Charles^ to Boscobel.'' 

The 
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The History of the famous Bottle CoM^tiRORy in ih» 
Year 1148 — 9, (mm for the first Time collected J ; being 
the Advertisements y Xc. &'r. that appeared in all the public 
Papers of that Period^ relative to that avtertaining ami 
cxtra^dinary Imposition^ 

Jakuary 12, 1749. — At the New Theatre in the Hay- 
market, on Monday next, the 16th instant, is to be seen, 
a person who performs the several most :*urprising things 
following j viz. — 1st, He takes a common walking cane 
from any of the spectators, and thereon plays the music of 
every instrument now in use, and likewise sings to sur- 
prising perfection ; 2dly, He presents you with a commoh 
wine bottle, which any of the spectators may first exa- 
mine ; this bottle is placed on a table in the middle of die 
stage, and he (without any equivocation) goes into it, in 
the sight of all the spectators, and sings in it ; during his 
stay in the bottle, any person may handle it, and see 
plainly that it does not exceed a common tavern bottle.— 
Those on the stage, or in the boxes, may come in masked 
habits (if agreeable to them) ; and the performer, if de- 
sired, will inform them who they are.— -Stage, 7s. 6dw 
Boxes, 5s. Pit, 3s. Gallery, 2s. Tickets to be had at 
the Theatre : — To begin at half an hour after six o'clock. 
The performance continues about two hours and a half. 

NoiCy If any gentlemen or ladies (after the above per- 
formance), either single or in company, in or out of mask, 
is desirous of seeing a representation of any deceased per- 
son, such as husband or wife, sister or brother, or any in- 
timate friend of either sex, upon making a gratuity to the 
performer, shall be gratified by seeing and conversing 
with them for some minutes, as if alive ; likewise, if de- 
sired, he will tell you your most secret thoughts in your 
past nfe, and give you a full view of persons who have 
injured you, whether dead or alive. For those gentlemen 

c 9 and 
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and ladies who are desirous of seeing this last part, thei^ 
ja a private room provided. 

These performances have been seen by most of the 
crowned heads of Asia, Africa, and Europe, and never ap- 
^>eared public any where but once ; but will wait on any at 
their houses, and perform as above, for five pounds each 
time. A proper guard is appointed to prevent any disorder. 

The following is an account of tlie performance, as 
published in one of the newspapers the following day : — 
January 13. — Last night the much-expected Drama of the 
Bottle-Conjuror of the New Theatre in the Hay-market, 
,ended in the tragic-comical manner following. Curiosity 
had drawn together prodigious numbers. About seven^ 
the Theatre being lighted up, but without so much as a 
single fiddle to keep the audience in a good humour, many 
grew impatient. Immediately followed a chorus of catcalls, 
heightened by loud vociferations apd beating with sticks ; 
' when a fellow came froni behind the curtain, and bowing, 
said, that if the performer did not appear, the money should 
be returned. At the same time, a wa^ crying out from the 
pit, that if the ladies and gentlemen would give double 
prices, the Conjuror would get into a pint bottle ; pre- 
sently ayoung gentleman in one of the boxes seized a lighted 
candle, and threw it on the stage. This served as tlie charge 
for sounding to battle. Upon this the greatest part of the 
audience made the best of their way out of the Theatre , 
some losing a cloak, others a hat, others a wig, and others 
hat, wig, and swords also. One party, however, stayed in 
the House, in order to demolish the inside ; when the mob 
breaking in, they tore up the benches, broke to pieces the 
scenes, pulled down the boxes, in short dismantled the 
Theatre entirely, carrying away the particulars above men- 
tioned into the street, where they made a mighty bonfire '^ 
^ curtain being hoisted on a pole by way of flag. A large 
■ party 



FAMOys BOTTLE qONJyftOR< 13 

party of tbe guards were sent for, but came time chough 
only to Avarm themselves by the fire; We hear of no other 
disaster than a young nobleman's chin being hurt, occa-* 
sioned by bis &11 into the pit^ with part of one of the boxesy 
which be had forced out with his foot. It is thought Ihtt 
Conjuror vanished away with the money, &C4 

' Another account says ; — Jantiary 13, — Last night them 
was a very numerous and polite modern company of dwkyi 
spirits^ to see the extraordinary performances of the Hay-* 
market Conjuror* When the time was elapsed , according 
to his conjuring advertisement, a great uproar was madof 
when one of the conjuring tribe appeared on the stage, and 
made a speech ; declaring, among other things of equal im* 
portancc, that if the gentleman did not appear in a quarter 
of an hour, they should have their money returned : but, 
to the great surprize of the company, their money was 
conjured away, without any other performance. Imme* 
diatcly a great confusion ensued] the benches were torn up^ 
bonfires were made of them ; and happy were they wljo 
got oEF safe with their watches, &c. It was reported, that 
a great General * lost his sword in the quarrel ; cum vjadlis 

January 13. — Lost, last Monday night, at the Little 
Play-house in the Hay-market, a Sword, with a gold hilt 
and cutting blade, with a crimson and gold sword-knot 
tied round the hilt. Whoever brings it to Mrs. Chevenix's 
Toy Shop, over-against Great Suffolk-street, near Chaiing- 
cross, shall receive 30 guineas reward, and no questions 
asked. ^-^^^^^^^^ 

Wkieh teas cnstoered hy the following A dvertisemen .' r 

January 18. — Found entangled in the slit of a lady's 
demolished smock-petticoat, a Gold hiked Swonl, of mar- 
tU length and temper, nothing worse for wear, with thei 
spejr curiously wrought on one side of the blade, and tlic 

(• Hf Ihtke of Cumberland tvas^jAere.) 
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scfaeld on the other ; supposed to have been stolen fironi 
the plump side of a great General , in his precipitate retreat 
from the Battle of Bottle Noodles^ at Station Foot. En- 
quire at the Quart Bottle and Musical Cane, in Potter*»* 
row. 

N. B. Every word of a certain late adfv^rtiseinent ift 
true^ except all the advertisement. 

January 1 8. — To the Public. — As I am accused of being 
accessary to the cheat imposed upon the town, on Monday 
night, in the Hay-market, I hope the Public will pardon* 
as nsy reputation and interest are so essentially engaged^ 
my taking this method to acquit myself of the lea^t concern 
in thut transaction. Mr. Potter, the Proprietor of the 
Play-house, sent me word last week, that the Theatre was 
engaged for Monday night ; for what purpose, the Public 
were informed in thrf next day's Advertiser. 

On Monday morning I called upon Mr. Lewis, who is 
Attorney to Mr. Potter, and has the direction of the House 
in his absence ; I gave him my opinion, that a fraud on the 
Public was intended ; and advised him, on no account, to 
open his doors. His answer was, that if the man complied 
with his agreement, the doors must be opened. 1 then de* 
sired him not to suffer, pn any pretence, the man himself, 
or any of his confederates, to receive a shilling; but ta 
appoint a treasurer of his own, who might, if the audience 
were either disappointed or displeased, return them their 
money. This advice he took. I, in confidence of his 
promise, told a gentleman near me in the Boxes, who was 
clamorous for his money, the measures I had taken for his 
security. This is all that I know of die affair ; and to Mr. 
Lewis, I appeal for the truth of it in every circumstance. 

.rs^s^.^^-rs^%^^ g^^^ FOOTE* 

January 19.— To the Public— Whereas I read an adver-i 
tisement in this Paper yesterday, signed Sam. Foote, whereia 

he 
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lie makes u|e of Mr. Lewis's name ; in answer to which I 
think it incHinbeDt on me to declare, that Mr. Lewis neither 
Ictt, or had any c(»icern whatsoever, directly or indirectly, 
in letting, ot advising about letting my Theatre on Mon- 
day last, ^^,-rv^,>>r.^^ John Potter* 

January 19.r^To the Public— All the facts related in Mr. 
Footers advertisement of yesterday, are true, except that 
the conversation was with M^ Lewis's Clerk, who is Ne- 
phew to Mr. Potter, and transacted the business of the 
Theatre for Mr, Potter ; and not Mr. Lewis, as by mistake 
was inserted. w*%>-.*rwrvr^.r>-r^ Sam. Foote. 

fr9m Mr. JoiiN Potter, 4be Proprietor of the New 
Theatre in the Hay-niarket. 

As the resentment of the town for the disappointment c^ 
the performance advertised to be exhibited in my Theatre, 
on Monday last, falls entirely upon me, I hope I may be 
allowed to acquaint the Public with the nature of my case* 

It is n^ver yet been expected, (nor I presume is it rea- 
sonable) that I should answer for the misbehaviour of any 
person that takes my House, noir did I ever think any thing 
(in^ that respect) incumbent on me, more than to caution 
the persons who took it, against acting contrary to the 
Jaws in being, and to acquaint them with the consequences 
thereof; which I have always done. But in this particular 
case, as the performance proposed was so very extraor- 
dinary, I was under some apprehension of an imposition, 
and therefore insisted, that there should be a person of my 
own appointment in the Office ; and in case there should 
be no performance, or that there should appear any noto- 
rious equivocation in it, that the money should be returned ; 
all which the person readily consented to. And as he paid 
the rent of the ho.use, and must consequently be at some 
Other necessary expences before tlie doors would be opened, 
I was thereby strongly induced to believe, that he. intended 
IKH real imposition, but that skjimething (of that kind) would 

be 
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fee exhibited to the satisfaction of the spectators. AH the 
caution abov^e i^ientionied was taken, and the money lodced 
T^p in the Office, guarded by pen»ons of reputation, who 
would have returned \t ; and publicly on the stage toI(( 
tbeqi> that if the person did not appear, their money should 
be returned. But instead of accepting ofibatqfkty my 
bouse was pulled down, the Office broke open, the mmey 
taken cut, and the servants obliged to fly to save their lives* 
I hope, therefore, this may bji deemed a sufficient justiflcatioxi 
IQ my behalf, and ail that could be reasonably expected of 
me: and that those gentlemen who are conscious of hi^vin^ 
snjinred me^ will be so generous as to make meti reasonable- 
satisfaction, considering the damage I have suffered ; which, 
wiuch on a moderate computation,^ will amount to upwardsi 
of of400. John Potter. 

Nofe^ Tlie person who took the House, was a man of 
genteel appearance, said his name was William NicholJs, 
and directed letters to b^ left for him at the Bedford Cof* 
foe-hoaise, Co vent-garden. 

Janudry 20. — ^Whereas a Letter signed S. M. ; datedj 
the 18th inst. was sent yesterday by the Penny Post, di* 
rer ted to Mr. Potter, in the Hay-market ; which, by th^ 
contents, seems to come from the person who took Mr*- 
Pottei-*s Tlieatre for Monday last ; wherein he complainS[ 
of much' ill usage, and insists that the man c^n pcrfonn 
the things lie advertised, and would have performed them, 
and was actually in a coach in order to come, but was in- 
timidated by two gentlemen who came from the Gun Ta- 
vfcm, who told him he would be taken up if he pt^rfbrmed : 
And in his letter lie threatens, that in case Mr« Potter will 
not give him «£22, which he says he was out of pockety 
tliat he will apply to some Court of Law or Equity, fop 
justice : He also desires an answer in tliis paper. — In an<^ 
swer to which, S. M. is desired to app<)ar personally, an4 

tot 
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to give an account of his name and place of abode ; and he 
^hall have such satisfaction as in justice lie deserves. 

^^-^^0-^"^^^ John Potter. 

Jan. 20. — ^Whereas the Public wa6 on Monday last basely 
abused by an inoipostor, who pretended to perform wliat waji 
impracticable, at the Theatre in the Hay- market ; the same 
imposition some evil-minded villains imagined John Coustos, 
Lapidary, to be the author of: this is to assure the Public, 
that the said John Cotistos had never siich design, nor ever 
hired, or caused to be hired, the House on any occasioit 
whatever; and to cautidn those his enemies, Avhd are the 
authors of this report^ not to assert a thing which they 
know to be a gross falsity : And tlierc are those, who are 
teady to attest on oath, that he was in their company that', 
evening, and was at the Theatre as d spectator only. 

^^-^-^-^^-^ • John Coustos; 
T/i€ following Adveriisemeni was inserted^ assigning the 
reason u'hj/ the Bottle Conjuror did not perform. 

^\'hereas various stori<es have been told the PubHc, about 
the Man and the Bottle, the following account seems to be 
tlie best as yet given of that odd affair ; viz. A gentleman 
went to him the same evening he was to perform in the 
Hay-market, and asking him what he must have to perform 
to him in private, he said c£5, on which thc^ agreed, and 
the Conjuror getting ready to go into the bottle, Avhich 
was set on a table, the gentleman having provided a parcel 
of corks, fitted one to the bottle ; then the Conjuror havin<T 
darkened the room as much as was necessary, at last with 
much squeezitig got into the bottle, which, in a moment, 
tlie gentleiilan corked up, and whipt into his pocket, and 
in great Iiaste arid seeming confusion, weitt out of the 
house, telling the servants who waited at the door, that 
their master had bewitclied him, and bid them go in and 
take care of him. Thus, the poor man being bit himself, 
iQ being confined in the bottle, and in a gentleman V 

ti pocket/ 
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pocket, could not be in another place ; for he never' advci'- 
tised he would go irito two bottles at one and tlie same 
time. He is stHl in the gentleman's custody, who uncorks 
him now and then to feed him, and to let in some fresh 
air to him ; but his long confinement has so dampt his spi* 
rits, that instead of singing and dancing, he is pcrpctualljr 
crying, and cursing his ill fate. But though the town have 
been disappointed of seeing him go into the bottle, in a 
few days they will havne the pleasure of seeing him come 
out of the bottle ; of which timely notite will be given in 
the daily papers. ^^.0-^.0-^ 

This t>ay ispubliskedy (price Sir-pencCfJ 

A Letter to the Town, concerning the Man and tJii 
Bottle. — Printed for W. Reeves, in Fleet-street ; and A. 
Dodd, opposite St* Clement's Church in the Strand. 

iti* tkiy ate publishedy (price Six-ptnce^} 

The Bottled Heroes ; or> Madnei?s and Folly A-^la-mede^ 
Humbly inscribed to Mr. H — g — h, and Mr. G— -k. 
With a humorous Copper-plate Head-piece. By Ang]!-. 
eanus, M. D. To be had, by the Author's appointment^ 
of T. Ewart, Publisher, facing Slaughter's Coffee-house, 
St. Martin's-lane j P. Griffin^ in Fleet-street ; and alfshopt 
in Town and Country. 

Jan. 30 —Thin Day at Koon will he published, (price 6d. plain ; \s. coloured, J 

English Credulity ; or, Ye're all bottled : — A humorous 
Print. Exactly representing the particular Characters 
that attended at the Hay- market Theatre ; together with 
their different requests, according to their several stations, 
to converse with the Inhabitants of the Lower Regions-; 
viz. the Soldier, Engineer, Parson, Physichiri^ Fop, Sailor, 
Fille dc Joyc, &c. To which is annexed, ^ Poem, pro- 
perly adapted to the subject. — Printed for B. Dickinson^ 
the cornei; of the Bell-Savage Inn, Ludgate-hill. 

NotCf All the Bottle Prints that have been publislied:, 
are by this Print out-bottled. 
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Just published^ Cprice Sx-peneeyJ 

A Modest Apology for the Man in the Bottle. By Him-r 
self: — Being a full Answer to all that ever was, or ever 
will be said on that important occasion. Containing 
amongst other curiosities^ a particular account of the 
Scheme ; some Sketches of a late Minister ; the Year 1720, 
with the S. S. Directors ; a Dialogue between Mordecai 
and a Christian, on Foreign Loans ; the Bottjeman's Name, 
what, and who the greatest Impostors, and why? the Blind 
lead the Blind ; Foreigners most encouraged ; the Bottle- 
man not the Aggressor ; Miracles proved ever since the 
Revolution, &c. — Ridentem dice e Verum. — Printed foy 
). Freeman, near St. Paul's ; and sold by the Bookseller^ 
p London and Westmipst^rt 



Feb. 8.—— rA£f Day at I^oon u^Ul be publiskedy Cprice Sii-pencty) 

An Apology to the Town, for Himself and the Bottle. 

By J, Nick-all. N. B. Mr. P was mistaken in the 

name. To which is prefixed, an exact Representation of 
the Scene of Harlequin's Escape into the Bottle, intro- 
dnced in the Pantomine Entertainment of Apollo and 
Daphne, or the Burgo-Maater tricked ; — the Character of 
Harlequin, by Mr. Phillips. — Printed for B. Dickinson, 
the corner of Bell Savage Inn, Li;dgat^-hill, 



Feb. 25 — This Day is published^ (price M,plain'y U. eolourcd)^ a comical Print of 

The Bottle Conjuror^s reflecting Mirror : or, One Fool 
makes many, from the Head to Foot, without Equivoca- 
tion. — Sold in May's Buildings, Covent Garden. Where 
may be had, The Wheel-barrow Cries of Europe. 

Apollo and Daphne ; or, the Burgo-Mastcr tricked. In 

which will be introduced, an additional iScene of the 

Escape of Harlequin into a Quart Bottle.— Boxes, .5s. 

fit, 3s. First Gallery, 2s. Upper Gallery, Is. To begin 

^actly at six o'clock. 

D 2 Apolto 
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Apollo and Daphne ; or, the Burgo-Master tricked. Ix\ 
which will be introduced the Escape of Harlequin into 9^ 
Quart Bottle. Also Don Jumpedo (though not the origU 
7ialJ will jump down his own throat ; and (as a new ad« 
dition) afterwards jump up again I-^rBoxes, 5s. Pit, 3s. 
First Gallery, 2s. Upper Gallery, Is. — Tickets deHvere4 
out for tliis night will be taken. Places for the Boxes tq 
be taken of Mr. Page, at the Stage Door. — To-morrow 
will be presented, the Careless Husband ; for the Benefit 
pf IVIr. Leveridgc. sf'^.^-^^^-r^*- 

l/itely arrived from Itah/y 

* Sig. Capitf.llo Jumpedo, a surprising Dwarf, nq 
taller than a coinimn Tavern Tobacco Pipe; who can per- 
form many wonderful EquiHbres on the Slack or Tight 
Hope : likewise he will transform his Body in above ten 
thousand diftbrent Shapes and Postures ; and after he has 
diverted the spectators two hours and a half, he will open 
his Month wide, and Jump douii his own Throat ! He being 
the most wondcrf idlest wonder of wonders, as ever the 
world wondered at, would be willing to join in perform- 
ance with that surprising Musician, on Monday next, in 
tlie Hay-market. He is to be spoke with at the Black 
Haven in Golden-lane, every day from seven till twelve, 
and from two to all day long. 



Lately arrind frrtm Ethhipia, 

Tlie most wonderful and surprising Doctor Eenim^e 
Zammampoango, Oculist and Body Surgeon to the Em- 
peror of Moncrmungi, who will perform on Sunday next, 
at the Little P— ^ — in the Hay-market, the following sur- 
prising operations ; viz. 1st, He desireji any one of the 
spectators only to puH out his own eyes, which as soon as 
he has done, the Doctor will shew them to any lady or 
gentleman then present, to convince them. t;here is no cheat, 
and then replace them in the sockets as perfect and entire 
as ever. 2dlj, He desires any officer or other, to rip up 

his 
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]bi$ own belly, which when he lias ^onc, be (without any 
fsquiyocatioa) takes out his bqwels, washes them, and re- 
turos them to their place, without the person's suftpring the 
least hurt. 3dly, He opens the head of a J — of P — , takes 
put his Brains, and exchanges them for tliose of a Calf; tlie 
Brains of a Beau, for those gf an Ass ; and the Heart of a 
Bully, for those of a Sheep ; which operations render the 
Persons more sociable and rational Creatures, than they 
ever were in their Jives. And to convince the town that 
|io imposition is intended , he desires no money until the 
performance is over. Boxes, 5 gain. Pit, 3. Gallery , S. 
N. B. The famous Oculist will be there, and honest 
^ — F — H — will come if he can. Ladies may come 
llia^ked, so njay FribWes. The Faculty and Clergy gratis. 
\f lie Orator would be tln^c, but is engaged. 

Jafiuary 27, 1148 — 9. — Don John de Nasaquitin^, 
unworn Brother and Companion to the Man that wi«s to have 
jumped into the Bottle at the Little Theatre in the Hay- 
market, on Monday the 16th past ; hereby invites all such 
as were thei^ disappointed, to repair to tlie Theatre afore- 
said, on Monday the 30th ; and that shall be exhibited unto 
(hem, which never was heretofore, nor ever will be here- 
after seen. AH such as shall swear upon the Book of Wis- 
dom, that they paid for seeing the Bottle- Man, will b« ad- 
l&itted gratis ; tlie rest at Gotham prices. 

This ii to inform the PuhliCf 

That notwithstanding the groat abuse that has been pnt 
upon the Gentry, there is now in Town a Man, who, 
instead of creeping into a Qxiart or Pint Bottle, will cimnge 
himself into a Battle; which lie hopes will please both 
young and old. If this Person meets with Encouragement 
to this Advertisement, he will then acquaint tlie Gentry 
ivherc and when he performs. 

But 
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But notwithstanding all thi«? exercise of wit and humour 
upon the credulity of the times, it seems, a Foreigner still 
thought there was some room left for a fqrther trial ; he 
therefoix* published the following advertisement very soon 
after, and wliich we insert, that nothing might be wanting 
to shew the extent of sonie people's efforts, then to avail 
themselves of the general disjiositiQn of the day. 

To be seen J at Mr.LEADER's, the. Old Horse^ho^y in Wood-Street^ Cheapsiffcyfrofn 
yine till Twelvfy and from Four t& Sei-en o^Clock, lat^ltf brought from France^ 

A full-grown Mouse alive, confined in a small two-ounce 
Phial, the neek of which is not a quarter of an inch diar 
piett:r. This amazing Creature hath lived in the Phial three 
Years and a half without ^rink, or any sustenance, but 
bread oiily. It cleans out its little habitation, and hath 
Miany other pretty actions, as surprising as agreeable; but 
particularly creixtes wonderful diversion with a Fly, and is 
allow cd to be an extraordinary curiosity, never before scer^ 
in England ; at the expence of 6d. each Person. 

yote^ Gentlemen or Ladies who don't chuse to come, i\ 
duill he carried to them, hy sending a line to Mr. Leader. 

A Skeleton af the Mammoth, found in Essexy 
October 1803. 

1^\' the falling down of a piece of the cliff, on Walton; 
shore, near Harwich, the skeleton of an enormous animal 
was discovered, measuring nearly 30 feet in length. — Soma 
of the bones were nearly as large as a man's body, and si?Q 
or seven feet long ; the cavities which contained the mar^ 
row, were large enough to admit the introduction of a 
man's arm ; the bones, on being handled, -broke to pieces. 
One of the molar teeth was carried to Colchester, by Mr. • 
\W Jackson, who took it from the spot, in whose posses- 
sion it now is ; it weigiis seven pounds, is of a square 
form, and grinding surface is studded with several zig-zag 
\\ks\ik of lau'iina*, wiii^h seems to denote that it belonged to 
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^carnivorous animali — There were more teeth, which were 
Unfortunately broken, one of which weighed twelve pounds^ 
It is probable that the tusks will be found, by searching^ 
further into the cliflf, or amongst the earth which has fallen 
down. The above skeleton is supposed to belong to an 
animal of the same species as that called the Mannnoth ; 
the remains of which have been found in North America^ 
Great Tartary, &c. ^-r^-^-^rs^ 

DREADFi/L INUNDATION AT MADEIRA. 

Madeira, 13/ h Oct. 

The weather had continued fine with us till the end of 
September. The wind then changed to tlie Southward and 
Westward, attended witli much rain, On the 2d October, 
the major part of the vessels were obliged to |)ut to sea. 
The weather continued bad, with occasionally fair intervals^ 
till the 9tli. On the morning of that day I took a walk up to 
a place in the neighbourhood, and returned about eleven 
o^clock. — Up to that hour, scarce any rain had fallen ; but 
it tlieh cUitie on violently, and rained incessantly for the 
remainder of the day. While it w\^% li^ht, no accident 
happened; but, in the course of the night, the rivers 
dwelled pro<ligiously, overwhelming in their progress a 
considerable p^rt o( the town. 

The river of St. John's, after destroying every thing in 
its course; carried away the upper bridge at St. Paul's, and 
rose to such a height, as to throw down- the Cyjircss tree at 
the church, carrying away the travendas as far up as C.'apnu 
Merauel Henriquez's house on the ascent from the bridge. 
Luckily the bridge at the Beco das Arenhas escaped. — • 
About thirty persons arc supposed to have lost their lives 
by the overflowing of this river, which carried out such oa 
immense quantity of stones to sea, as to form a sort of bay 
for boats to the Westward of the Trantes, and sheltered 
from the wind in that direction. A remarkable circumstance 
happened on this river. In flying from one of the falling 
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houses, a tnaid-servant dropped an infant from her ami^^ 
T> hich was supposed to have perished. Next day, however^ 
it was found unhurt, on a dry piece of ground, along with 
a lap-dog belonging to the same family. The dog was close 
by the child, and it is imagined that the child was kept 
alive by the warmth of the animuPs body. The river of St, 
Lucia, or the Praca, came down with the utmost violence. 
At a small quinta, or countiy-house, near the Dean's, Mad. 
Lucia Vulpa and eight persons were drowned ; the current 
of the river proceeded with the utmost impetuosity, fortu- 
nately, however, leaving the buildings standing at Pombal 
and Porto Nova. The Valle Verde, the bridge at the 
Kecedas Fcrriercs, were swept away with the greatest vio- 
lence From thence it rolled with increased impetuosity^ 
5wec]:)ing away in its coui*se the whole of the streets. 
Tinocnos Piquina , the back part of the houses on the West- 
side of the Rua Directa were destroyed, and the stream, 
after carrying away the Ponte da Piaca, a great part of 
Mr. Cock's, and Si'vcral other adjacent houseis, dis- 
embogued itself into the sea by its old channel. 

A new channel was formed close by Mr. James GordonV 
house at the Piaca. The number of persons who perished 
here cannot be accurately ascertained. Among the person^ 
of most note, were the family of Jere Ignacio de Sorias^ 
consisting of eighteen persons, of whom only one was saved. 
Kilta, Foster's relation, who, a short time ago, had beea 
married to his son, also perished. Her body was afterward* 
found at the Varadovercs, buried amidst the boats, with all 
her trinkets and other valuable articles in lier pockets* 
1 he Morgada de Palhas's daughter also fell a victim, and 
many other individuals. A boat laden with wine from 
Mucliito, with ten men on board, anchored off tlie Piaca^- 
and was never seen after dark. It was of course destroyed 
with the crew and cargo. 

The river of Joao Gcmes distended with, if possible, still 
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greater violence, carrying with it stones of an immense 
^ze, A little way above the bridge, near the Roxenha, it 
broke through the town-wall on the right, carrying with it 
every thing till it joined the main branch ; which keeping 
to the left, swelled to such a degree, as to level the parapets 
of the bridge and the sides of the road several feet above it, 
in the direction of Manoel de Santeago*s house, tliough the 
lurch of the bridge did not give way. It then canied aw^y 
abno^t the whole of the street Des Panguinos, not long since 
built ; the wall keeping off the water almost the whole length 
cf the Hospital Velpo, and from the Church of Nra. Sagra 
Calhor, except the Tower, and Pedro Mendanca's new 
granaries and stores. The bridge afterwards giving way,, a 
b^use built by him some years since, aod occupied by Mr. 
Tatlock^s fsuuily, was overwhelmed, and every one of the 
£unily perished. A part of the fort and all the adjoining 
snail houses M'ere either carried away or greatly daniaged. 
The Rebeccenho swelled prodigiously, and joining the 
former river, contributed to increase the mischief, though 
its bridge stood. The bridge over the river Gencalo Ayres 
vas partly destroyed, igind rendered impassable. The vil- 
lages^ of Santa Cruz and Machico were oaore than half swept 
away. At the former, three or four, and at the latter, 
33 persons perished. Cristeras de Embdos^s house was 
carried away. Other accidents of the same kind hap- 
pened in other quarters ; and though it is impossible to 
form an. accurate estimate^ I think I may safely say, tliat 
two hundred persons at least have lost their lives in the 
island. 

The British that perished^ are Mr. and Miss Tatlock, 
.Mr. and Mrs. Morris and child, and Mr. Richard Sealy. 
The effects of this disaster were extended to the Noith-East 
p^s of the island, but to tlie Westward, they were not 
inucb felt beyond Magdalcna. Betwixt that place and Funohal 
*he rivers did much damage, but only nine persons were 
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drowned. The Friary at Serros de Deos was carried away, 
but the Chufch stoo^. It will require many years, and alj 
the attention of our Government, to repair so dreadful a 

calamity. ^Another aocount from Funchal, in the 

island of Madeira, dated . October 15tb, says; — " By 
eight o'clock in the evening, the three riverg which 
pass through the city, had increased far beyond what was 
ever known, and niade a most tremendous noise, with vast 
stones continually collecting, and coming down rapidly 
with them. Four of the bridges out of seven in the town, 
gave way nearly at the s;ime time with a dreadful crash. 
A Church, with whole streets and rows of houses, exclusive- 
ly of many detached buildings, were almost instantaneously 
swept away or laid in ruins, with whole families, and all 
their property and effects. The destruction has been dread- 
ful, and the loss of lives estimated at 500 in the town and 
its vicinity^ It appears by the accounts from the different 
parts of the island, that this calamity has been general, and 
about the same time, tliough the extent of the damage is 
not yet correctly ascertained." 



A SINGULAR PisPosiTioN /oT Bleeding, inherent in 
several Families. 

[Routed by Dr, Otto, of PhUadelphia.] 

Dr. Rush, says this author, has informed me, he has 
been consulted twice in the course of his practice upon 
this disease. The first time by a family in York, and the 
second by one in Northamptonshire, in this State. He 
likewise favoured me with the following account, which he 
received some years since, from Mr. Boardley, of a family 
in Maryland, afflicted with this singular disease. 

** A. B. of the State of Maryland, has had six children, 
four of whom have died of a Joss of blood from the most 
trifling scratches or bruises. A small pebble fell on fhe 
tiail of a fore-finger of the last oS them, when at play, 

being 



AN INSTANCE OF FEMALE FORTITUDE. 27 

feeing a year or two old. In a short time the blood issued 
from the end of the finger, until he bled to death. The 
pfa^^sicians could not stop the bleedings two of the brothers, 
still living, are going the same way, they bleed copiously 
upon the slightest scratch ; and the father looks every day 
for an accident that will destroy them. Their surviving 
sister shews not the least disposition tp that threatening 
disorder, although scratched and wounded. The father 
gave. me this account two days since ; but I was not ia^ 
quisitive enough for particulars/' 

Extraordinmy Instance of Female Fortitude. 

1 HE'following interesting account of Mons. and Mad. O. 
is taken from Mr. Carr's Stranger in France ; or a Tour 
from Devonshire to Paris : — 

" M. O. spoke of his lady with all the tender eulogium 
of a young lover. Their union was entirely from attach- 
ment, and had been resisted on the part of Madame O. 
when lie first addressed Her, only because her fortune was 
humble, compared with his. He informed me, and I must 
not suppress the story, that in the time of blood, this amiable 
woman, who is remarkable for the delicacy of her mind, 
and for the beauty and majesty of her person, .displayed 
a degree of coolness and courage, which, in the field of 
battle, would have coverc^d the hero with laurels. One 
^vening, a short period before the family left France, a 
party of those murderers, who were sent for by Robe- 
spierre, from the frontiers which divide France from Italy, 
and who were by that arch-fiend employed jn all the 
butcheries and massacres of Paris, entered the peaceful vil- 
lage of La Heine, in search of Mons. O. His lady saw them 
advancing, and anticipating their errand, had just time to 
give her husband intelligence of their approach, who left 
his chateau by a back door, and secreted himself in the 

E ST house 



^S AN INSTANCE OF FEMALE FORTITUDE. 

house of a neighbour. Madame O. with perfect compo- 
sure, went out to meet them, and received them in the 
most gracious manner. They sternly demanded Mons. 0« 
She informed them that he had left the country ; and aftet 
engaging tliem in conversation, she Conducted them into 
her drawing-room, and regaled them with her best wines, 
and made her servants attend upon them >vith unusual de- 
ference and ceremony. Their appearance was altogether 
horrible ; they wore leather aprons, which were sprinkled 
all over with blood, they had large horse-pistols in their 
belts, and a dirk and sabre by their sides. Their looks were 
full of ferocity, and they spoke a harsh dissonant, patois^ or 
country language. Over their cups they talked about the 
bloody business of that day's occupation ; in the course of 
which they drew out their dirks, and wiped from their 
handles clots of blood and hair. Madame O* sat with 
them, undismayed by their frightful deportment. After 
drinking several bottles of Champaign and Burgundy, these 
savages began to grow good-humoured, and seemed to 
be completely fascinated by the amiable, unembarrassed, 
and hospitable behaviour of their fair landlady. After 
carousing till midnight, they pressed her to retire, observing, 
that they had been received so handsomely, thattliey were 
convinced Mons. O. had been misrepresented, and was no 
enemy to the good cause ; they added, tliat they found the 
wines excellent, and after drinking two or three bottles 
more, they would leave the house, without causing her 
any reason to regret their admission. Madame O. with all 
the appearance of perfect tranquillity and confidence in 
their promises, wished her unwelcome visitors a good night ; 
and after visiting her children in their rooms, she threw her- 
self upon her bed, with a loaded pistol in each hand, and 
overwhelmed with suppressed agony and agitation, she 
soundly slept till she was called by. her servants, two hours 
after the wretches were gone. 

SINGULAR 
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tINOULAR INSTANCE OF INSANITY. 

Ik the "village of Bedlington, near Morpeth, in Nor- 
tfaomberland) a very extraordinary instance of insanity, 
WcU worth the attention of the medical philosopher, 
has lately occurred. The father of the young man who 
is insane, having some time ago experienced considerable 
pecuniary difficulties, became at length so reduced in 
his circumstances, that he was obliged to work as a 
^y-labourer. His eldest son was so much affected by 
dus alteration in. his father's aflairs, that he grew gradually 
melancholy, and at length entirely desisted from speaking 
or moving bis eyes, hands, or legs. He is put to bed 
at night, and fed like a child during the day, without 
the least apparent feeUng of pain or pleasure. When he 
awakes, he walks to the centre of the room, where he 
stands all day long immoveable, directing his eyes con- 
stantly to the fire; and amidst all the work and bustle 
which may be going forward in the house around him, he 
is still the same* The position he stands in, is with his 
hands linked in each other, and with a downcast melancholy 
look ; and if he is forcibly moved from that position, he 
resumes it the first opportunity. 

A REMARKABLE THUNDER STORM, 

Occurred at Batheaston, in Somersetshire, on the 21st 
Nov. 1803; when the Rev. Mr. Webber and his spouse, 
sitting in their parlour, a hdl-storm came on, attended with 
l^htning, and instantly burst open the window shutters. — 
The window was shattered to ^pieces, and two pieces of 
slate-stc^e were driven into the apartment. It appears that 
the house was struck in three directions, East, West, and 
South. It was totally stripped of the thatch, some of 
which, by the violence of the wind, was carried to a great 
distance. Twelve, out of ^fteen windows, were literally 

shivered 
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shivered to atoms, and the lead of one of the chamber win«» 
dews melted. The roof of a barn, a stable, and sereral 
cut-houses, were blown in ; and the roof of the church 
slightly struck. Many trees torn lip by the roots, and one 
apple tree carried away 24- feet;, from where it stood. The 
lightning Continued very vivid, and with very little inter^ 
mission the whole night. As a circumstance singularly 
coincident with tlie above, on the 2?th of the same month 
of November, in 1723, there was a similar storm in that 
neighbourhood ;. when Bishop Kidder and his lady were 
killed in the Palace of Wdls, by the falling in of one of the 
chimnies, which buried them both in the ruins- 

UNCOMMON STRJ^GTH. 

C/OUNT Orlow, the Russian Minister, so famous under 
the late Empress Catlierine, was at Rome some years 
since, when he was much at the house of the Marcliioness 
Gentili Bocca Pad uli ; where being one day disposed to 
exhibit some of his performances in this way, he took up 
several pieces of chrystals, iron, and other hard substances, 
which he broke between his fingers with the utmost facility. 
He afterwards placed an apple between two fingers only, 
and compressing them, the apple bursting immediately, 
flew about the apartment in uU directions. Another time, 
he made the experiment before the Duke of Gloucester, 
brother to his Majesty ; and though one of the fragments 
flew very forcibly in his Highness's face, and the com- 
pany) in general, testified their regret at the circumstance. 
Prince Orlow, it was remarked, whose manners were 
jDcarly as brutal as his strength, never attempted the least 
apology ' and the relator remarks, that the scoundrel who 
had strangled his own Sovereign, the unfortunate Emperor, 
Peter, could not be supposed to entertain much respect 
for the brotlier of a King ! 

LONGEVITY,. 
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LONGEVITY. 

Perhaps, no Presbytery i^ the Church of Scotland, nor 
#ny Society consisting of only ?9 Members, can produce 
$o nuny instances of Longevity, as are at present to b<? 
found among the Members of the Presbytery of Ayr. — 
Each of the five senior Ministers of the Presbytery,' have. 
enjoyed a Benefice within its bounds more than half a cen- 
tury. The dates of their respective ordinations, as entered 
on the Presbytery records, are the following : — Rev. John 
Steele, Stair, 14th Aug. 1755, above 68 years ; Rev. Dr. 
William Dalrymple, Ayr, 18th Dec. 1746, nearly 57 years; 
Jlev. Dr.* David Shaw, Coylton, 29th June, 1749, above 
54 years; Hev. Dr. Andrew Mitchell, Monkton, 11th 
July, 1751, above 52 years; and" the Rev. Matthew Big- 
gar, Kirkoswald, 5th October, 1752, above 51 years: — 
In all 282 years. 

Tbcjoiqtages of these gentlemen amoutit to 419 years. 
The advanced age to which they have attained, afibrds a 
striking proof how much temperance and regularity con- 
tribute to prolong the^ period of human existence. Mr* 
Steele is the father not only of the Presbytery of Ayr, but 
^ the Church pf Scotland . 

A SINGULAR CHARACTER. 

IS/ln. George Crank, of Shrewsbury, died there last 
week, (Dec. 19, 1803,) aged 91 years, fie was forn>erly 
a Clothworktjr, and very abstemious, eating very littkvani- 
nud food, and drinking nothing but water and milk from 
hi« earliest years. He had some innocent peculiarities ; 
one of which was> that he never wore a hat, but when he 
YOB going to church, where he was a regular and devout 
attendant, be the weather how it might. He was constantly 
present in Court during the Assizes, and before the Mayor 
and setting Justices in the Exchequer 3 from whence the 

public 
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public entertaiDcd such an estimation of his opinion, that it 
was always received with great attention and respect. He 
was also a constant attendant upon the new buildings in 
Shrewsbury, erected during the last half century. He died. 
wnivfersally respected. 

ASTONISHING INSTANCE OF TEMERITY IN A CHILD. 

A. WELL-DRESSED little girl, abou^ 1 1 years of age, wa%. 
taken before the Lprd Mayor, on Monday, Qec. 5, being 
apprehended on Saturday evening, about nine o^clock, 
riding up and down the streets on horseback, without aiqf 
saddle or bridle, only ^ rope round the horse's head. 

The constable said sh^ would givenoalbcountof ber^d^ 
nor who the horse belonged to ; that they took her to tbe' 
Poultry Compter, and sent the horse to the Green- Yard j 
that she then told them different directions where her parents- 
lived, all of which they found to be false ; and she still per« 
listing to deceive them, the keeper of the Compter thought' 
the only way to find out who she was, wa&.to let her go . 
out the next morning, and send a person to follow ber : 
but she having observed the person, led him a daqce of 
five or six miles ; at last she went to her father's house in 
the neighbourhood of Grosvenor-square. At the solicitatioil 
of her mother she was left, on promising to bring her to. 
bis Lordship next day. The mother of this child appeared. 
with her ; she bad a brass collar round her neck, with a 
padlock like a dog. The mother told the Lord Mayor, thia» 
little girl had run away so often, and played such tricks,^ 
that they were under the necessity to keep a collar round. 
her neck, with her name and place of abode ; that on Satur- 
day they were persuaded to take off her collar, when she- 
ran away about two o'clock, and they knew not where she 
went ; that tbey had tried to get her into the Philanthropic 
Society, but could not. 

The 
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.-The Lord Mayor asked the girl where sue got ilie hoi\se ; 
she said she found it in Holboru, about five oxiock , 'o-a oiS 
not know to wliom it belonged. She reiused lo ansucr 
questions, but did not complain of any bad usii^rc i;. h.cr 
parents. She was threatened to be sent to B;*idewtil 
and flogged, or kept in the Compter for some Jays, 
when she cried, but at last the Lord Mayor told her he 
would suffer her to go home with her mother, if she would. 
promise to behave better ; with which she was so well 
pleased that she fell upon her knees, and attempted to kiss 
his Lordship for gratitude. The mother was asked if she 
thought this child was not sometimes deranged. This, she , 
said, she was not sensible of; a doctor had examined her, 
but he could not find out that she was insane. 

JEMMY TAYLOR ; THE SOUTHWARK MISER. 

1 HIS character, whose penurious peculiarities attracted 
90 much notice till 1*793, when he died, was a native of 
Leicestershire ; originally a weaver. — He afterwards be- 
came a stock-broker, in which pursuit he is known to have 
accumulated oC200,000. — He, however, fared worse than 
the meanest mechanic. His raiment was ragged, his food 
indifferent and scanty, and his bed hard ; for he lay upon 
nothing but rags and ^traw on the bare floor, and in a 
house which was hardly habitable. Gold was all his de-^ 
rire. His constant prayers were, Oh ! Mammon, grant me 
more money ! Two bankers clerks once called upon 
Jemmy, at his earnest invitation, to take pot^iuk \yit\\ him: 
tJiey fourtd the old boy boiling a solitary mutton cliop, in 
au ocean of water, to make, what he called, some coni/orl- 
able broth, for himself, and for his old friend, Mr. Daniel, 
Dancer, whom he hourly expected. After some ccfrnpli- 
noentary solicitations, they prevailed upon him to fetch a 
pot of porter ; and while he was gone, they threw three 
halfpenny candles and two pieces into his cookery; which^ 
no doubt, ameliorated the culinary mess, and maile it moni 
Vol, U. f dclectabli^ 
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delectable to these old hunks, who, from the sequel, de- 
voured it with keen appetites. But the next time Jemmy 
Taylor met them upon the ^Change, he accused them of 
theft and robbery, in stealing his candles. But of this 
they cleared themselves, by solemnly declaring, they had 
only committed them to the pot, at the bottom of which he 
would find the wicks, if his hunger hud not swallowed 
them. Old Mapps, the itinerant quill and pen merchant, 
of Stepney Green, shared also in the firiendship of these 
saving wights, who were not a Jittle edified with eack 
other's experience and refinements in the art of living 
cheap. Jemmy Taylor always appeared in the streets 
with a long stick and clouted shoes, and innumerable dams 
and patches in his clothes. He never wehtto market for 
more than a txvopaun/ steak at a time, and tliis he generally 
chose for its savoriness ; an outside piece, grown black by 
the wind, and mostly fly-blown, was hb choice ; for he 
thriftily obiscrved, *^ that meat was nothing, unless it smelt 
as well as tasted.** The people at the Black Horse, in the 
Borough, used often to represent to him his folly in being 
so parsimonious and self-denying ; and as l)e was fast 
growing old, observed to him the propriety of indulging 
himself a little in comfortable tilings : but to all idea of ex- 
. pence. Jemmy Taylor was deaf: his reply used always to 
be, '^ that if his successors had as much pleasure in spend- 
ing his property, as he had in hoarding it up, tliey need 
not complahi of their lot in the world." By this obser- 
vation, verifying the old adage, that says, «* there is a plea- 
sure in madness, which none but madmen know.** If parity 
of years is the first step to friendship, parity of pursuits 
may be said to be the second. Mr. James Taylor knew 
all die vu^crables of the metropolis ; among the most con- 
spicuous of whom, he ranked his quondam friends, the two 

brotliers F Ps, of Spitalfields. These were likewise 

'Weavers ; and in their time had accumulated^ L(f usury and 

' s|>ecuIation, 
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8|ieculRtiony the enormous sum of cfSOO^OOO, which they 

kept at interest in the funds, and thereby were always able 

to oblige ^friend with any sura at a moment's warning. — 

^hf^wcTthm are lately dead. Previous to the tax upon 

ImcieSy they bad made wills ; but upon the necessity of 

wog stamps, they made over their property to their 

Repbews and nieces, in order to evade tiie duty, and thereby 

laved from Government, into their own pockets, upwards 

of «£*S000. The eldest of tliese saving ones, ordered a very 

dd shirt to be put on him but a day before he departed 

the world, in order to disappoint the nurse of a good one ; 

it being customary to give the things the deceased has on, 

to those who have the care of them in their last moments. 

Had Jemmy Taylor lived lo liave heard of the deaths of 

these friends of his, he, no doubt, would have very much 

•pprored of these saving contrivances. A short time after 

theconclusionofthe American war, the Earl of Northum-. 

berland having occasion for «£'74,000, to make a purchase, 

applied to his broker, and appointed a certain day to do 

the transfer. At the place and time of meeting, which was 

the round roopi in the Bank, there was posted in waiting 

Mr. Taylor, wliose appearance was exactly that of a coach- 

TQ8n*ti watering-man. Upon the Duke's appearance, t^ie 

Vroker brought Jemmy forward to bis Grace ; who, not 

knowing him, thougiit he was a beggar that wanted ahns ; 

but being assured by Mr. Consols^ xk\^x. he was a warm" 

^nan^ his Grace at last shook hands with him, and Jemmy 

Accommodated the Peer with the jf74,000, out of one 

>tock, in tlie 4 per cents, where Jemmy usually kept his 

largest bulk of cash ; and from whence it appeared by tlio 

^Hxiks, he could have sold oUt as much more, and yet have 

«^ad as much left, as would have made him comfortable 

^11 the rest of his days. One day, observing some ladies, 

near the Bank, buying some very fine fruit, he kept his 

t^yes so wishfully fixed upon them, that one, thinking 

r 2 • him 
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him in great wapt, setit liim out sixpence, which he r&> 
ceived with a low bow, and immediately set off, and bought 
a twopenny steak, which he brought past the Uidies, tolel 
them see he had not misapphed their bounty. This anec- 
dote need not be doubted, as it appeared in the papers w 
the time, and all his acquaintance talked of the fact.—? 
Jemmy, though an inhabitant of a populous city, some 
times exercibfed tlic st vere virtue of self-denial, in circum 
stances wliicli might have shewn his readiness to accom 
modate the parties that called upon his probity to pay hi 
assessment of the parish-rates. When the officers ^raite€ 
at the door of his house in King-street, and incjuired foi 
Mr.^ Taylor, they were told, ** there was not a soul in the 
house." The collector perceiving old Hunks peeping be^ 
tween the bannisters, replied to the girl who answered^ 
*' that she was quite right, as he could only perceive bei 
master, who was notoriously well known to be no soul tl 
all !'' In his last testament he forgot all his London rela- 
tions : his cousin Taylor, of the Borough, and his nepbewj 
of the Marlborough, in Bishopsgate-strcet, were eq[uallj 
unremembered in his will. These can say with trudi, 
** he is gone a long journey : he has taken away the bagi 
of monev, and the devil knows what has become of them** 
Though Jemmy had but little religion in his life, yet to 
wards his latter end he discovered some thoughts of ai 
hereafter. Finding himself ill, and fearing his illness mighi 
finish his davs, he sent for the parish officers, the parson 
clerk^ ahd curate, and, after intimating his intention d 
making a handsome bequest, paid them down «£l200foi 
their prayers for the rest of his soul ; but this bargain w» 
not entirely settled until the gentlemen had returned hin 
twelve months' interest by way of discount — his usual de 
mand for prompt payment ! It appears that his enonnoit 
fortune devolved to two relatives in the country ; whih 
tliose of his kindred in Loudon, in consequence of beinj 

cu 
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cut off, have, no doubt, altered the tenor of their prayers, 
in one article at least, by praying for their deceased uncle, 
as the Papists pray for the souls of Luther and Cabin. — 
His name now adorns tlic donation board of die ancient 
church of St. Saviour, in the Borough. 

Amtker Instance flf Sto-ses falling fyvm ihe Clouds. 

Un the 14th of Nov. 1803, about half past 10 in the morn* 
ing, about a quarter of a league from the city of Apt, in 
the department of Vaucluse, in the South of France, a 
whistling noise being heard by several persons, for tlic 
qjace of five or six minutes, >^'hich increased as it ap- 
proached; a woman of the name of JuUy, perceived si 
black substance descending from the air, and which fell on 
the ground in a neighbouring vineyard, on the side of the 
Toad where they then were, and about thirty paces from 
them; the descent of which, she and lier husband distinctly 
leaid. Several other persons also heard the whistling and 
iJoiae at the same time. It was afterwards discovered, tlrat 
this stone, in its fall, buried itself to the depth of about JO 
inches. It was of a black substance, extremely hard, 
weighing about seven pounds six ounces : — It had a fatid 
^smell resembling sour milk : — Struck witli steel, it emitted 
very little fire. In the neighbouring Communes, several, 
persons thought they heard a trembling of the earth on t!ic 
same moniing ; but nc^arly at the instant hi which it fell, 
* wrise resembling that of a cannon, was heiird, seeniiugly 
at a quarter of a league distance. After tlie fall of t!ic 
tone, the whistling ceased entirely. This stone is now iu 
Ae custody of the Prefect of Vaucluse, and kept by him 
fcrthc purpose, as it is said, of making cxi>eriments, to find 
out, if possible, from whence this singular pheuomenoa 
could originate. 

IVyrONDERFUL 
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WOKXIEItFUL ESCAPE OT LORD WILLIAM STEWAET. 

The Crescent and Virginia frigates were cruizing of! 
Goree, on the 10th December 1803. The former beinj 
ordered into port, her Captain^ Lord William Stewart, 
went on board the senior officer to receive iostruc- 
tionsy when a sudden gale of wind arising, he, at the most 
imminent peril, endeavoured to regain his ship, from wbaic« 
be was not perceived to quit the commodore : night com^ 
ing on, he lost sight of both sliips ; the gale increasing tc 
a perfect hurricane, after three hours tossing and struggling 
in a heavy sea, frequently overwhelmed by its spray ^ the 
water up to the boat's thwart and men's knees, wave aftei 
wave threatening inevitable destruction, worn out wit! 
fatigue, they calmly lay on their oars, shook hands with eacl 
other, took an affectionate farewell, waiting that sea tha) 
should consign them to oblivion ; when the Crescent, bavini 
by mere accident totally altered her course, drove imili9> 
diately upon the boat. So miraculous was then their ea 
cape, that before tliey had well discovered the ship, tbq 
were under her bows, unable to make themselves hearil 
t1)e foam of the sea, caused by tlie ship's velocity, totaHj 
filled the boat ; opportunity just offered for the captain aa< 
crew to cling to the ship's side, when the boat swamped 
and, fall of water, disappeared in an instant* 

ANOTHER AURORA BOREALIS, 

^^As particularly distinguished in the neighbourhood Q 
Norwich, on the night of TuejKiay, the 29tli Novemb«i 
The light was not variable, as it usually is» and of the dil 
ferent prismatic colours^ but of a pale gold colour, fine 
quently approaching to white. The form was sometime 
round, but generally resembled the tail of a comet. Alnn; 
2 p. 8. South of Lynn, and below it, a bright gold^oloure 
meteor, resembling Jupiter, was observed for eight or te 

seconds 
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^ecodds ; and another occurred in an hoar afterwards. 
These, and several smaller meteors, called shootipg stars^ 
and 90Bie hmt lightning appeared southerly, and seemed 
to ftpinroach the direction of the magnetic meridian. Their 
Iwre most have been rery considerable, as it was not 
dtaoti by that of the moon, which had just passed the 
m. ^^^^ 

STaAKOE SUBSTANCES FOUND IN THE HUMAN BODY* 

On the 24th May 1766, Eleonora Kaylock entered the 

blipilal at Gloiscester, to be cured of a pain in her side, 

occasioned by three pins, which she had swallowed nine 

OMMiths before. This pain was on the right side. Three 

nonths after, there gathered a tumour near the left shoulder. 

ft was suppurated and opened, and the three pins came 

out by this wound. The case is given by Lysons, Physiciaa 

te the hospital, in a letter to Nichds. 

A citiaen of Besancon, named Conlon, wrote to the 
Abbe Bignon, that a young cow, of three years old, belong* 
ing to one of his farmers, had had a tumour on its right shoul- 
der. The farmer, when he judged it sufficiently ripe, had 
it^ and freed it from a quantity of pus ; but he had 
flouch surprised to discover in it die end of the blade 
ai a httle knife, which, by the process of nature, gradually 
projected more and more. He attempted to extract it ; 
but after bringing forward the blade, he found a resistance 
vrfaich prevented him from obtaining the whole of the ex- 
isaneoas body. This resistance wa3 occasioned by the 
lu&of the knife, and he was obliged to leave the whole, to 
SHftne. The blade of the knife remained out of the 
iroood, aometiines more, and sometimes less projected, 
and without preventing the cow from bearing two calves. — 
time after* the extraneous body disappeared ; but it 
not at first known, whether it had entirely come out 
and fallen, or whether it returned within ; whether the 

cov 
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COW had lain upon it, or whether slie had been struck oa 
the part. The incertitude did not continue long. — ^Th^ 
cow was seen to waste ; and, at length, it died. — The knife 
was found within its body; but the author does ootsaj^ 
-whetlier.iu the shoulder it was, in the arm, or what Q^heTi ! 
part of the body. AIL that can be conjectured asto Aa . 
arrival of this accident, is, that a little shepherd boy, wlip: ' 
always carried salt in his pocket, of which the cow wa« 
'very fond, had put the knife into her manger, and that that 
had swallowed it. . . • * 

Vanhelmont gives an account of an ear of barley, swal^ 
lowed before it was ripe, by a child which had put it iottf 
its mouth in play, and which was some time afterwank 
withdrawn from a purulent tumour on the right hypocfaoD^ 
dre, where the car had acquired a yellow colour. Fend 
records a fact nearly similar. • . • 

Volgnad assures us, on the authority of the surgecmflff^ 
Duke Frederic William of Altenburg, that a labourer's cUld - 
having put an ear of corn in its mouth, and swallowed onib 
of its awns, an abcess was formed in the child's arm, whenoeir « 
it was extracted by this surgeon. 

Dr. Pierce, of Bath, informs us, that a lady of twentjT!*^' 
eight years of age, having died after frequent vomitin|^ ■ 
and fever, he opened .the bod3\ Besides an abcess in tb9 
pancreas, he observes, which had sphacelated a part of tfaer 
stomach and intestines, and doubtlesbly been the causeofi 
the vomitings tliat she Had experienced, he found, in one of.. 
the reins, an extraneous body, which, at first, he had takptf 
for a stone ; but having wasiied it, and freed it from thi' 
mucus with which it Avas enveloped, he found tliat it w«s« 
little tubinated sliell, the cavity of which was fillQd.with.af 
viscous matter, little ditlerent in consistence from the bqdjb 
of a snjiil, but of the colour of blood. This little shell, had 
five or six spiral volutes. The surface was checquered^ 
and the squares alternately projecting and sunk. 

GREAT 



( 41 ) 

GREAT EARTHaUAICE AT JAMAICA, IN 1692. 

, Jamaica has been always a place remarkable for earth- 
ffakesy and) indeed, they arc so common, that the inha* 
fituits expect one every year. Dr. Sloan gives us the 
Ikutory of one in 1687, and wo have account^;, by several 
ndiors, of the following-, still more terrible, in 1692. In 
two minutes time, it shook down, and drowned nine-tenths 
of the town of Port-Royal. The houses sunk outright 
30 or 40 fathoms deep. The earth opened and swallowed 
tip the people in one street, and threw them up in unother ; 
wme rose in the middle of the harbour, and yet were saved. 
—While the houses on one side of a street were swallowed 
ip, on the other they were thrown on heaps ; and the 
and in the street rising like waves in the sea, lifted up 
rrery body that stood on it, and then suddenly sinking into 
>its, and at the same instant a flood of water breaking in, 
oiled them over and over, some catching hold of beams 
emI rafters, or whatever came in their way. Ships and 
loops in the harbour were overset and lost ; and the Swan 
-igate in particular, by the motion of the sea and sinking 
f the wharf, was driven over the tops of many houses^ 
iU Urn was attended with a hollow rumbling noise, like 
hat of thunder. In less than a minute, three quarters of 
be houses, and the ground they stood on, with the inhabi* 
anti«, were all sunk under water : and the little part left 
Mbfaind, was no better than a heap of rubbish. The shock 
ras so violent, that it threw people down on their knees or 
heir faces, as they ran about to seek a place of safety. The 
surth heaved and swelled like the rolling billows, and seve* 
al houses still standii^j, were shifted and moved some 
rardi^ out of their places. A whole street was now twice 
iS broad as before ; and in many places the earth cracked 
>pened and shut, with a motion quick and fast, and of these 
openings, two or three hundred mijjht be seen :it a time ; 
Vol, U» ' n xu 
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in some of these the people were swallowed up ; in otl 
they were caught by the middle, and pressed to dta 
and in others the heads only appeared. The larger of tl 
openings swallowed up bouses, and out of some, wl 
rivers of water spouted up a prodigious height intpthe 
threatening a deluge to that part spared by the eartbqui 
And besides from all the wells, from one fathom to sii 
seven deep, the water flew out at the top with a surpns 
and irresistible violeiKe. The whole was attended i 
stenches and offensive smells, and the noise of &lling mo 
tains at a distance ; while the sky, in a minute's iime^ 
turned dull and reddish, like a glowing oven. Yet| 
great a sufferer as Port-Iloyal was, more houses were 
standing in it than on the whole island besides. Sc^K 
pUintcr*s house, or sugar- work, was left standing in all 
maica. A great part was swallowed up, houses, peoj 
and trees, at one gape : in the room of which tbert: af 
wards appeared great pools of water, which, when dj 
up, discovered nothing but sand» without any mark, 1 
€ver tree or plant had been there ; 2000 people lost tlieir li' 
and had this terrible scene happened in the night, i 
thought very few would have escaped : 1000 acres of ] 
were sunk : one Hopkins had his plantation removed ba 
mile from its place. Yet the shocks w'ere the most via 
among the rocks and mountains, in whose caverns 
matter that produced the earthquake was supposed to 1 
Not far from Yallhouse, part of a mountain, after it 
made several leaps or removes, overwhelmed a wl 
family, and a great part of a plantation, though a mile 
tant ; and a large high mountain near Port Morant, al 
a day*s journey over, waa quite swallowed up, and in 
place where it stood, nothing remained but a lake of i 
or five leagues over. The tops of Ingh mountains s\\ 
down with them in their fall, trees and other things 
their way -, and these vast pieces of mountains, with 

tl 
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p llieir trees thereon^ falling together in a confused manner, 
I flopped up most of the rivers for near 24 hours^ till swelling 
I up, they made themselves new channels, tearing up in 
their passage every thing that opposed them, and carrying 
I with them into the sea several hundred thousand tons of 
timber, floating in such prodigious quantities, that they 
•eemed lite moving islands. In Liguania, the sea retired 
from the land in such a manner, that for two or three han- 
dred yards the bottom appeared dry, and the flsh were left 
behind ; but in a minute or two*s time it returned again, 
and overflowed a great part of the shore. At Yallhouse, 
die sea retired abovs a mile. After the violence of these 
oonvuLsive throw- s were over, those who escaped in the city 
of FWt-Royal, got on board the ships in the harbour, 
where many continued above two months ; the shocks all 
I that time being so violent, and coming so thick, some- 
I titties two or three in an hour, attended with a frightful 
IHxise, resembling a hollow rumbling thunder, with brim* 
itODe blasts, tliat they durst not come on shore. The con- 
ceqoence of this earthquake was a general sickness, occa- 
sioned by the vast quantity of noisome vapours belched 
forth, which swept away about three thousand persons. 

It is observed at Jamaica, that in windy weather there 

BCTcr happens a shock ; but when the air is extraordinary 

cihn, it is always cxpectqd : that after rain, the shocks 

are generally smarter than at other times, which may be 

caused by the shutting up the pores of the cartli, whereby 

the force is more pent in, and huth not so free a pa.ssage to 

perspire and spend itself. That since this earthquake, the 

iand-brcezes often fail, and instead of it, the sea-breezes 

blow all night; a thing scarcely known before, but since 

very common. In Port-Royal, and in many places all over 

tlic island, much sqlphureous combustible n^atter hath been 

found y which would flame4ind burn like a candle, uponthi^ 

/east touch of fire. 

fTo be continued J 

c 2 A ;Rat- 
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A Ratcatcher, who lived at Oxford in 17SB, had ^ 
very famous dog ; for some time he perceived that tbp 
animal Avas very uneasy, and walked inclining on one side. 
To relieve him, if possible, he had often examined fait 
side, hut never found any thing that could account for it ; 
till one day, when examining him, for the same purpose^ 
he felt something slightly prick his hand, when getting i^ 
pair of scissars to clip away the hair, he accidentally caught 
hold of the point of a needle, which proved a large one, 
used for darning stockings, and he drew it out of lus 
hody, with a piece of worsted attached to it a yard and a 
lialf long. — ^\Vhat was more extraordinary, the dog was 
instantaneously cured of the inconvenience he had laboured 
under, without any further application whatever. 

Extraordinary Strength o/De Courcy, Earlof Ulster^ 
in the Reign of King John; which was the Cause of the ' 
Family Privilege of being covered before the King, 

This privilege appears to have been granted by tl^it 
Monarch, in 1203 ; when John dc Courcy, Earl of Ulster, 
-^'us supplanted, and lost the King's favour; Hugh de 
Lacy, the younger. Earl of Meath, who was formerly 
joined with him in the government of Ireland, alledging,be 
had spoken several disrespectful words, highly retlecting 
on the King about the murder of his nephew Arthur, 
Duke of Britany in France (whose right to the crown was 
before that of King John) ; at wliich the King being sorely 
diipleased, ordered the said I^acy, who was tlien Governor 
of Ireland, to seize the Earl of Ulster, and send him pri* 
soner to England. I^cy, wiio was the Earl's grand enemy, 
gladly obeyed the command, and several times attempted 
to take him hv force ; but finding tliat would not do, he 
at last hired some of the EarFs own servants to betray 
their master into his hands, \\liich took effect oh Good- 
Friday, 1203 ; for on that day, the Earl (according to the 

devotion 
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jdevouon of the times) was walking unarmed and barefoot, 
roond the church-yard of Downpatrick, for penance ; I^acy 
;and bis party came upon him unawares, and he having 
nothing to defend himself but the pole of a wooden cross 
which stood in the church-yard, was overpowered and 
forced to yield, after he liad killed thirteen of Lacy^s men. 
This great Earl, after being thus betrayed, was sent prisoner 
to London, and after he had been confined some time in 
the Tower, a dispute arose between King John, of England^ 
and Philip, august King of France, about the title to tlic 
Datehy of Normandy ; wliich, to hinder the greater cflfusioa 
of human bloody was referred to two champions to decide : 
the Feenbh champion was ready, but none of King John^s 
subjects would answer the challenge ; upon which the King 
Tas ioformed, tliat John de Courcy, late Earl of Ulster, 
who was then a prisoner in the Tower of London, was the 
only man in his dominions who could do it, if he woidd 
undertake it : the King being thus informed, sent twice to 
the Earl for diat purpose, but he refused it each time^ 
<*ying, *' Not for him, for I esteem him unworthy the ad- 
venture of my blood, by reason of the ungrateful returns 
be made for my services and loyalty to tlie crown, in 
imprisouing me unheard, at the suit of my rival and enemy, 
Hugh de Lacy :'* But the King sending the third time, to 
know if he would fight for the honour of his country, he 
made this answer ; '* That for the crown and dignity of ttie 
realm, in which many an honest man liveth, against his 
will, (meaning the King,) I shall be contented to hazard my 
life.** Tho day of combat being appointed, (in Normandy,) 
the Earl's own sword was s^nt for out of Ireland ; but when 
the day came, and every thing was ready for the fight, 
and the champions were entered the lists, in the presence 
of the Kings of England, France, and Scotland ; the 
Sx4i^ch champion, not liking the strong proportion of the 
EarPs body, Jnox the terrible weapon be bore in his liand^ 

yrlicn 
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when the trun\pet sounded the last charge, he set spoflp 
to hi& Iiorse, broke through the lists, and fled into Spun» 
from i^-hcnce he never returned. The French champioQ 
thus taking his flight, the victory was adjudged to the 
Earl of Ulster ; but the Kings hearing of his great strength^ 
and being willing to see some trial of it, they ordered aiy 
helmet of excellent proof, full-faced with mail, to be laid 
upon a block of wood, which the Elarl with one blow cut 
asunder, and struck his sword so deep into the wood^ that 
none there present but himself could draw it out again; 
which sword, together with his armour, arc to this day pre* 
served in the Tower of London. After this noble per- 
formance, the King restored him to his former titles aa4 
estate, which was valued at that time at 25,000 marks ster« 
liug per ammm, a vast income in those days ; and likewise 
bade him ask for any thing else in his gift he had a mind 
to, and it should be granted ; upon which the Earl replied, 
he had titles and estate enough, but desired that he and his 
successors, the heirs male of his family (after him) might 
I>ave the privilege, after their first obeisance, to be covered 
in tlie royal piesence of him and his successors, Kings of 
Kngland, which the King granted, and the said privilege 
is preserved in tlie family to this day. The Earl after* 
wards arriving in England, attempted fifteen several times 
to cross the seas from thence into Ireland, but was every 
time put back by contrary Minds ; whereupon he altered 
his course, and went into France, where he died in the year 
1210, leaving issue by Africa his widow, daughter to God- 
frey, King of the Isle of Man, and of the Western Isles of 
Scotland, -Mylcs his heir and successor. 



A HORNED MAN : 

In the year 1598, was exhibited for a shew, at Paris, tfco 
mouths successively, and from thence carried to Orleans, 

where 
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jrime be died sooa after.«^His name was Francis Tro* 
fiDoa; of whom Fabritius, in his Clururgicol Obscr- 
IntionSi gives the following description : — '^ He was of a 
nuddle stature^ a fullhody^ bald, except in the binder 
part of the bead, which had a.few hairs upon it ; hb tern- 
pier was morosdy «ind his demeanour altogether rustic: be 
was born in a little village called Mczieres, and bred up in 
ibe woods amongst the charcoal men. About the seventh 
year of hb ag6, he began to have a swelling in his forehead ; 
50 that about the seventeenth year of his age, he had a bom 
there as big as a man's finger end, which afterwards did 
admit of that growth and increase, that when be came to be 
thirty-five years old, thb horn liad both tlic bigness and re- 
femblance of a ram's horn. It grew upon the midst of hb 
forehead, and then bended backward as far as the coronal 
suture, where the other end of it did sometimes so sticlc in 
the skin, tliat, to aVoid much pain, hu was constrained to cut 
off some part of the end of it: whether this horn had its 
roots in the skin or forehead, I know not ; . but probably 
being of tliat weight and bigness, it grew from the skull 
itself: nor am I certain whether this man iiad any of tl)ose 
teeth which we call grinders. It Avas during this man's 
public exposure at Paris, (saith Urstitious) ij^ 1598, that Ip 
in company with Dr. Jacobus Faeschius, tlie public Pro- 
fessor of Basil, and Mr. Joannes Eckenstenius, did sec and 
|iaiidle thb horn.'^ 



^?i original and ciratmstantlal Accouut of the late celebrated 
Miss Theodora Grahn, eommonlj/ ealled Theodora 
DE Verdion, Exchange Broker y' J manucnsis^ Teacher 
of Languages^ He. He. ; a Native of Berlin: — /f7/o, ever 
since her Itesidence in Ent^land^ appeared onlif in a MarC^ 
JIabit.—With her Portrait. 
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[Of this celfbnted Female, of whose real origia, al! theaecovntshiitotv 
published, have been videly erroneous ; we are enabled to pvesent the foft* 
loEwiug particular^ respecting her early life, from some Memoirs of her^jutt 
liublishcdat Berlin^ the real place^of her nativity.] 



This person was the only daughter of an architect, of the 
name of Gnhn, wlio erected several edifices in the city 
of Berlin, particularly tlie Church of St, Peter's ; and who 
died in 1740, at Bayrcuth. After his decease, Ws daugh- 
ter niturncd to Berlin, and resided with a relative. With 
much natural capacity, she was proportionably eccentric in 
Iwr manners. She wrote an excellent liand, and had learned 
tlicMatliematics, the French, Italian, and EngHsh languages^ 
Uvr aunt dying in 1758, she left her a legacy of 1000 rix- 
dollars; which to improve, she immediately commenced 
the business of an Exchange Broker. During the seven 
years* war, which was very favourable for her occupation, 
she did a great deal of business,, and was to be seen every 
day from one counting-house to another, all through the 
city. In dirty weatlier she began to wear boots, and with 
two large bags on each arm, though she had not then 
tlirown by the dress of a female, cut a very remarkable 
figure. At the end of the war, she had more than doubled 
her caj/ital : sliethen went again to Bayreuth, in Prussia ; 
but when she returned, appeared altogether in man's attire^ 
dressed like a huntsman :^— This was in 1768. — She then, 
for the first time, styled herself. Baron de Verdion, pre- 
tending she had some estates to justify tlie title. She Avas, 
however, not taken much notice of, till RL. Basedow, at 
the end of 1769, commenced his Scholastic Reforms in 
Germany. Baron de Verdi<m, with otiicr persons of in- 
giamity, became an enthusiast in his cause , and in finc^ 
enjragedwith him as his secretary and amanuensis. Ilencc, 
bi-ing shut up witli him in private, whole days together^ 
it thrive orci'-siou to the tongue of rumour, ^^ Inch knew Do 

Verdi L»u 
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Version to be a woman, to fabricate a number of ludicrous 
tales. Basedow, however, after being compelled to part 
vitbi De Verdiou, would never admit she was a woman. — 
The offence also, wliich he gave her in this removal, she 
iras equally as loth to forgive ; and therefore made it her 
bosiricss more than ever to visit the coffee-houses at Berlin, 
thero introducing the subject of the dispute between them, 
upon every possible occasion, and shewing a letter slic had 
received from him. At length, some young men belong- 
ing to a merchant's counting-house, inviting her to an inn, 
took advantage of her inebriation, a vice to which it seems 
she was attached in early life, and verified her sex beyond 
' all possibility of doubt. * 

After this untoward exposure, as she could no longer 
support the idea of remaining at Berlin, she embarked for 
- England, where she commenced Teacher of the German 
language, under the name of Dr. John de Vcrdion ; and 
after some time, it is siiid, obtained the notice of Mad«um 
Schwellenberg, who came from Germany with our present 
Queen; and who, it is supposed, was well acquainted 
Wh her circumstances and her sex. From this lady, it is 
generally supposed,' Miss De Verdion occasionally received 
pecuniary aid, probably to make up the deficiencies of her 
, literary exchanges in booHs, which it will be made to appear, 
vcre not so profitable to her as those she made at Berlin » 
Wore her arri^'^l in England. 

In her exterior she was extremely grotesque : from her 
Jsffge cocked hat and bagged liair, with her boots, cane aud 
umbrella, which she carried in all weathers. The latter of 
wliich she invariably carried in her liand, resting upon her 
Iwk. She was a great deal at Funiival's-inn coffee-house 
in Holborn, dining there almost every day. Here thouijh 
rf«i concealed her sex, she could not help exhibiting her 
natural disposition as an extraordinary lover of good eating. 
Sins would have the first of every thing iu season, and was 
Vol. IL h a^ 
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as Strenuous for a large quantity, as she was dainty in 1 

quality of what she chose for her table. At times, it is av 

known, she could dispense with three pounds of solid me 

A friend being once in her company, was absolutely w 

ness to her eating eighteen eggs, and a proportionate qua 

titj- of bacon, which were all broken into the frying-p; 

at once ; as much to the surprise as the entertainment 

htT friend, and all that were acquainted with the circur 

stance. She was also as much inclined to extravagai 

drinking, and once in particular, was so completely intos 

cated at FurnivaPs-inn coft'ec-house, that being incapab 

of walking home, two persons were compelled to assi 

lier : but tliouj^h she never suffered any person whatev 

to g«^ into her room, at tliis time she xvas necessitat* 

to make an exception, or lathcr, these persons in son 

measure intruded thc'iselves, n order that t:K•^' might th« 

perforni the friendh- f^.rcr of undressino ^c- and puttii 

her to bed : th s, however, thev did not completo, n 

wholly gi*ati(y their curiosity. But in the morning, fin< 

ing what had been attempted, sIjc v ailed ou the master • 

tl)e coffee-house, nnd earnestly requested, whaft?ver migi 

hapj)en to hr \n future, that she might not be again sei 

home in such a manner ; dreading, as m'c imagine, froi 

what had occurred to her at Berlin, the probable exposm 

of her sex. She would often drink two bottles of wine « 

a sitting, and she has been frequently left in the coffei 

house rolling upon the floor. She was particularly we 

known in the Book trade, generally having her pockets fu 

of books, which she used to procure for gentlemen at coffee 

houses, and her various friends. She also attended sale: 

and would buy to a large amount, sometimes a coac 

load, &c. Here her singular figure generally made her tli 

jest of the company, and sometimes the object of thei 

waggery. Her general purchase at these sales was od 

%-olumes : and these she used to carry to other Bopksellei 

am 
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ftml endeavour 19 sell ^ or chop and change for other books. 
She was likewise a considerable collector of medals and 
foreign coins of gold and silver ; but none of these were 
lound after her decease. At home slie was literally her 
own servant ; even cleaning her own room ; but this, it is 
to be noticed, she always performed in a woman's cap and 
Wgown ; and neither in Winter or Summer was she evei: 
tijown to have any fire in her apart mcn|p| 

A httle before her death she complaiMa of tlie iownesf? 
of her finances, wlien Mr. Denner, tlie master of the Furni- 
val's-inn cofl'ee-house, generously orfcred to open a sub- 
scription ; but she was very much offended, saying, that if 
she chose it, she could apply to the iirst personages in the 
kingdom. But notwithstanding this appearance of a high 
spirit, she had accepted of various shms of money from dif- 
ferent gentlemen, a short time before her death, who then 
recommended her to use a more frugal way of living ; — 
upon which she replied, that it was impossible for her to 
exist under three guineas per week. It was her common 
practice towards the latter end of her life, to intrude very 
much up^hcr friends for eating and drinking, upon the 
strength of indications and indirect promises of making them 
amends, and remembering tiiem in her will. Under a similar 
pretence, she also obtained a valuable coin from one of her 
acquaintances in Stanhope-street, Clare-market. She liad 
been a frequent attendant upon tlie drawing-room at St. 
Jameses, appearing in full dress, and wiih a very elegant 
sword : this could not be found at her decease. — She was 
so remarkably timid, that being out after dark, she never 
cared to go home unattended j for which she satisfied her 
attendants, seldom with money, but mostly with liquor. 
Once in particular as she was crossing Lincoln's-inn-fields, 
T\ hilc some young men were running, slie raised sudi a cry, 
mingled with oaths and invectives as to bring a great nuui- 
i)er of people about her. Another evening some young 

H 2 gentlemen 
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g€ntlem«n who knew her foibles, followed her from thi 
coflfee-housc, surrounded and jostled her, insisting upon i\ 
that she had picked one of their pockets. To get rid oi 
this charge she referred them to the master of the coflfee- 
house, who, of course, spoke in her favour, and with wliich 
pretchding to be satisfied they went away, highly delighted 
with ^ir froKc ; as it had no object but to frighten hWi 
they having ver^B|trong suspicion that she was a woman. 

At another mBjfc several gentlemen using the coffee- 
house, expressed tneir positive assurance that she was a 
disguised female, and their intention to leave the house 
unless she was excluded from the room ; being called to 
the bar, and acquainted with tliis circumstance, she made 
no reply butby an oath, that these gentlemen were*' i?cJg"MW,'* 
and took no further notice of the matter. 

The disorder of a cancer, which terminated the existence 
of this extraordinary character, was brought on by an ac- 
cidental fall down stairs, by which her breast was hurt. 
This circumstance she was at length compelled to commu- 
nicate to a friend, a German physician, who lived in the 
same house, who prescribed for her, when 't9 disordei 
turned to a dropsy, and ck^ficd all cure. 

By her will, diitcd June^ , she bequeathed all her property 
to Mr. Dcnner, the master of Furnival's-inn coffee-house ; 
but upon his taking possession, it proved inadequate to 
discharge her bill, merely for eating and drinking, as very 
little runuaincd besides her wardrobe. — She was 'so much 
terrified with the idea of being buried alive, that she made 
it a part of licr will, to be kept above ground eight days 
after her decease ; but this was dispensed with, owing to 
the state of her complaint. Till the last she had no ex- 
pectation of her speedy dissolution, as she ordered the 
making of some new articles of dress, saying she was going 
out, and M'hich came home the day preceding her death. 

It was her. desire that her funeral should be as little ex- 
pensive 
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peosive as possible ; and as her xvill was signed Juhn de 
Verdion, the same was at first engraved on the coffin-j)late, 

but afterwards altered to Miss De Vcrdion. 
Her remains were deposited in the burying-ground of 

St. Andrew's, Holborn, in GrayVinn-lane, at the age 

of 60. — She died at her lodgings in Upper CharJes-streclj 

Hatton-Garden, July 15, 1802* 



"^ 



GREAT EARTHQUAKE AT JAM/MQMV 1G92. 
{Continued from Page 43. J 
The following Letters from the Minister of Port-Royal in Jamaica, serve to 
<'Qnvey an idea of the m;inner in which the minds of the peojjle ol' Jamiiica 
we-re affected under tliis terrible stroke of Providence. 

** DEAR FRIEND, June 22^ 1C92. 

** I DOUBT not but you have heard of the dreadful cala- 
mity that hath befallen this island, by a terrible eartiiquake 
on the 7th instant, which hath thrown down almost all the 
houses, churches, sugar-works, mills and bridge* in the 
island. 

*' On Wednesday the 7th, I had been at prayers, ^vhich 
I did ever yday since I was Rector of Port-Royal, to keep 
up some sWfVof religion amongst a mostiingodly andile- 
baucfaed people ; and was gone to a place near the churcli, 
where the merchants used to meet, aSd where the President 
of the Council then was, 

** To this gentleman's friendstiip, tinder the direction 
of the gracious and over-ruling w'dl of Providence, I 
ascribe my#own happy, and I may add, miraculous escape ; 
for by his pressing instances, I was prevailed upon to de- 
cline an invitation, which I had before accepted, to dine ' 
with Capt, Rudend, whose house upon the first concussion , 
sank into the sea, and with it his wife, his chUdren, himself, 
and all that wore with him, who every soul perished in this 
general, this dreadful devastation. Had I been of the -num- 
ber of his guests, my fate had been involved in theirs. — 
But, to return, we had scarce dined at the President s, 

before 
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Before I felt the earth begin to heave and roll under me 
Said I, * Lord, Sir, wliat's this r' He replied, very cc 
posedly, • It is an earth(]nake, be not afraid, it will sc 
he over.' But it increased, and we lieard the church g 
tower fall ; upon which we ran to save ourselves. I qiticl 
lost him, and made towards Morgan's Fort; which bei 
a wide opeii place, I thoufrht to be there secure from I 
falling houses : but as I nvade towards it, I saw the eai 
open and s\^iil|g|\v up a multitude of people, and the s 
mounting in upon us over the fortifications. ^ 

" I then laid aside all tliouf^hts of escaping, and resoh 
to make towards my own lodging, there to meet death 
as good a j)osture as I could. From the place where I w 
I was forced to cross and run tlirough two or three vi 
narrow streets. The houses and walls fell on eacli side 
me : some bricks came rolling over my shoes, but m 
hurt me. Wlien 1 came to mv lod^inc:, I found all thii 
in the order I had left them. I then went to my balcc 
to view the street in which our house .stooil, and saw neve 
house down there, nor the ground so nmch as cracki 
The people seeing me, cryed out to come |k^ pray w 
them. When 1 came into the street, every one laid h 
on my cloaths, and egiibraceJ mc ; so tliat I was aim 
stifled with their kindness. I persuaded tlu"m at last to kn 
down and make a large ring, which they did ; I praj 
witfi tliem near an hour, when I was almost spent with t 
heut of tlie sun and the exercise. T\)cy then brought UK 
chair, the earth working all the while with new^ motk 
Hud tremblings, like the rollings of the sea ; insomuch, tl 
sometimes wlien 1 was at prayers, I could hardly keep up 
iny knees. 

*' By that time I had been half an hour longer witli the 
in setting before them their sins and heinous provoeatio; 
and seriously exhorting them to repentance, there cai 
some merchants of the place, who desired me to go aboi 

SOJ 
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some ship in the harbour, and refresh myself, tclljng m« 
tbat they had a boat to carry inc off. 1 found the sea had 
swallowed up the wharf, with all the goodly brick houses 
upon it, most of them as fine as those in Cheapside, and 
two entire streets beyond that. From the tops of some 
bouses which lay Jevel with the water, I got first into a 
canoe, and then into a long boat, which put me aboard a 
ship called the Siam-Merchant. There I found tlie Presi- 
dent safe, who was orerjoycd to see me ; I continued in tt 
that night, but could not sleep for tlic returns of the earths 
qoakc almost every hour, which made all the guns in the 
ship to jar and rattle, 

** The next day 1 went from sliip to ship to visit thos(^ 
'who were bruised and dying ; likewise to do the last office 
at the sinking of several corps whiqh came floating from 
the point. This, indeed, has been my sorrowful employ- 
ment ever since I came aboard this ship : we having had 
nothing but shakings of the eartli, with tliunder and liprlit- 
oing ever since. Besides the people being so dcsj)eratcly 
wicked, it makes me afraid to stay in the place : for every 
day this teiilble earthquake liappened, as soon as night 
came on, a company of lewd rogues, whom they call pri- 
vateers, fell to breaking open warehouses, and houses de- 
s^ted, to rob and rifle their neighbours, while the earth 
trembled under them, and the houses fell on some of them 
in the act : and those audacious whores, who remain still 
upon the place, are as impudent and drunken as ever. 

** 1 have been twice on shore to pray witli bruised and 
dying people, wiiere I met too many drunk and swearing. T 
did not spare them, nor tlie magistrates neither, w ho liavi* 
sutfcred wickedness to grow to such a height. I have, I bless 
GoJ, to the best of my skill and power, discharged my diitv 
in this place. In the last sermon I delivered in the church, 
I set before them what would he the issue of their impeni- 
teoce and wickedness so clearly, that ibey have since ac- 
knowledged 
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knowledged it more like a prophecy than a sermon. I 
I confess^ an impulse on me to do it ; and many tii 
have preached iu this pulpit things^ which I never pr 
tlitated at bome^ and could not, metliought, do other 

" The day when all this befel us was very clear, 
aflbrded not the suspicion of the least evil ; but in the s 
of three minutes, about half an hour after eleven ii 
morning, Port-Royal, the fairest town of all the £n 
plantations, the best emporium and mart of this part o 
world, rich, plentiful of all good things, was shaken 
shattered to pieces, sunk into, and covered for the gr 
IKirt of tJje sea ; few of the houses are left whole, and e 
day we hear them fall. 

*^ I came on boftrd this ship in order to retiurn home ; 

the people arc so importunate with me to stay, that I Ii 

not wliiit to say to tliem. I must undergo great harda 

ii' I confinue here, the country being broke all to pieces 

dissettlcd ; but it looks very unnatural to leave them in 

distress ; and, therefore, whatever I suffer, I would not 

such a blame lie at my door ; so that I am resolved tast 

^ear longer." ••* 

SECOND LEITER. 

*' Tv KR Since tliat fatal da y, the most terrible that ever ] 
m my life, I have lived on board a ship ; for the shakk 
i-he ciirth returns every now and then. Yesterday we 
a very great one ; but it seems less terrible on shipb 
liiaii on shore ; yet I have ventured to Poit-Royalno 
than thre^ tinier among the shattered houses, to bury 
dead, pray with tl)e sick, and christen the children, i 
cby last I prcaclied among them in a tent, the house^-wl 
remain being so shattered, tliat I durst not venture in tb 
The people arc overjoyed to see me among them, and ^ 
bitterly as I preached. 1 hope, by thia terrible judgm 
God will make (hem reform their lives ; for there w*s 
a mure ungodh' pc:<iplc on the face of the earth. 
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^* tt is a sad sight to see this harbour, one of the fairest 
I ever saw, covered with the dead bodies of people of all 
conditions, floating up and down without burial ; for our 
burying place was destroyed by the earthquake ; which 
dashed to piece:^ the tombs, the sea washed tlie carcasses 
of those who had been buried, out of their graves. We 
hare had accounts, from several parts of this island, but 
none suffered like Port- Royal, where whole streets, with 
their inhabitants, were swallowed up by the opening of the 
earth, which when shut in upon them, scjueezed the peo- 
ple to death. And in that manner several are left with 
their heads above ground ; only some heads the doo^s have 
eaten ; others are covered with dust and earth by the 
people who yet remain in the place, to avoid the stench. 

" Thus I have told you a long story ; and God knows 
what worse may happen yet. I am afraid to stay, and 
yet know not how, in point of conscience, at such a junc- 
ture, to quit my station. I am. Sir, Yours, &c.'* 

TO THE EDITOR. 

•* Sir, — Finding my last and former requests complied with, to my satis- 
{Ktion, it ha$ encouraged me now to offer you other miscellaneous articles 
for your acceptance and leave, to be inserted in your next Magazine ; and I 
Qatter myself, these will add to the numerous and astonishing Accbunts with 
which your excellent Publication abounds 5 and you will confer an obligation 
on your occasional Carrespondent, 

Ncttittgham, Jan. 6, 1804. __^_ I>- B. L." 

EXTRAORDINARY ACCOUNT OF A SHEEP. 

The following curious and extraordinary circumstance 
occurred during the month of January 1796: — A ewe 
sheep, big with lamb, the property of Mr. Mulling, of 
Henstridge, in thecbunty of Somerset, was found dead in 
the field, occasioned by her falling into a trench or fur- 
row. On opening her, she was found to contain six 
lambs, all perfectly formed, but materially diiTering in 
Vol. II. l size 
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size and maturity; one of the couple was as large as 
lambs usually are at the time of yeaning, and covered 
with V ool ; the second couple smaller, and were without 
wool ; and the third appeared about half-grown ; from 
whence it is probable, they were the effect of three sepa- 
rate and distinct conceptions. 



SINGULAR INSTANCE OF UNWEAUIED ATTACHMENT. 

In the beginning of the month of November 1803, was 
married, Mr. Thomas Dufty, a respectable farmer of Ep- 
perstone, near Mansfield, in the county of Nottingham, to 
Miss Grame, a lady of fortune, in the county of Westmore- 
land. The annals of matrimony scarce afford a more sin- 
gular instance of unwearied attachment than the following : 
The parties were known to each other in their ^puth, and 
became mutually enamoured ; but the unrelenting oppo- 
sition of parents broke off the match. Mr. D. found ano- 
ther connection, he married and was the father of several 
children, and became a widower. His first love was affain 
by correspondence renewed, again frustrated. By the 
same means he sought consolation in the arms of a second 
wife, his family again increased, and he a second time be- 
came a widower. His first flame still unextinguished, 
once more renewed, and former obstacles being extinct, 
after a lapse of 23 years, ^\ ithout ever seeing each other 
in the intcr\'al, tljis couple have at length united. 



TWO RFM/NRKALLE INSTANCES OF FECUNDITY. 

Qn tlic 3 1 St of August 1803, Mary, the wife of Thomas 
Cooke, an industrious cottager, of Haggon-ficld, near 
Worksop, was saf :ly delivered of one boy and two girls, 
all fine ciiildren. The parents are each in their 46th year, 
have had ten children prior to this treble birth, at one time 
twins. Tjjclr eldest daughter i^ married, and has had three 

children ; 



A FLOATING ISLAND — AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT. SO 

cUVdren ; a grandmother is therefore the mother of the 

ithiee new-born infants. 

To keep pace ) however, with the proUfic family above 
described y a few days after, Mrs. White, of Thruuipton, 
near Retford, Nottinghamshire, was safely deUvcrcd of 
three children, two girls and one boy, all now hving. 

A remarkable Floating Island tn this Coimhy, 
Adjoining Easthwaite-watcr, near Hawkshead, Lanca- 
shire, there is a tarn (or small fake) called Pricstpot, upon 
l, which is an island, containing about a rood of land, mostly 
covered with willows ; some of them 18 or 20 feet hi<rh. — 
This island is distinguished bj- the name of The Car. At 
the breaking up of the severe frost in the year 1795, a boy 
nil into the house of tlie proprietor of this island, who lived 
^ithm view of it, and told him that *^ his Car was coming 
ttp Ac Tarn." The proprietor and his family soon proved 
the truth of the boy's report, and beheld with astonishment, 
M, " BtnuLm-wood rei)wvedto Duminane T* but thenvoody 
tth«id approaching them with slow and majestic motion. — 
It rested, however, before it reached the edge of the Tarn, 
•ndafterwards frequently changed its position as the wind 
Erected": being sometimes seen at one side of tlic lake, 
*hidiis about 200 yards across, and sometimes in the cen- 
ter. It is conjectured to have been long separated from 
the bed of the lake, and only fastened by some of the roots 
rfthe trees, which were probably broken by the extraor- 
<hnary rise of the water on the melting of the ice. 



agricultural experiment. 
Ihe following Agricultural experiment was made by 
Mr. Alsagar, of Acton Beauchamp, in Herefordshire. — Iii 
August 1795, he set a single grain of wheat ; as soon as it 
Improperly taken root, he took it up and divided it into 

I 2 so vera I 
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several parts, and transplanted them. — In August 1796, 
ivas reaped, when it produced 137 ears; the average 
"U'hich was 80 grains in each ear ; the total produce lOJ 
grains of wheat, besides the straw, most of which was i 
feet high. This clearly shews, what a prodigious saving] 
there is even in the common mode of setting, or what ii] 
termed dibbling, in comparison "with the general practiod] 
of sowing the seed corn. 

SUDDEN AND VIOLENT INUNDATION, 

In the beginning of April 1792, the inhabitants of Broms* 
grove, were alarmed and distressed beyond description, by 
one of the most violent and sudden inundations ever known. 
Between three and four o'clock, during a storm, accom* 
panied with loud and continued claps of tlmnder, and tbf^ 
most vivid lightning, a witter-spout fell upon that part cf 
the Lickey which is nearest tliu io\yn. The pouring down 
of the cataract was heard to a considerable distance^ and 
the body of water taking a direction towards Bromsgrove» i 
soon swept away every thing before it, laid down tbft' 
hedges, washed quantities of grain from barns and malt- 
houses, destroyed tan-yarJs ; and so strong was the current^ 
that it floated through the town a waggon loaded with 
skins. The inhabitants of the place had no time to take 
the necessary precautions ; almost m an instant the ccllan 
and under-kitchcns were fiiled to the top, and every thing 
in them overturned. In a lew minutes the water entered 
at the parlour w indows, covered the counters of shops, and 
in the i)rincipal street it rose and continued upwards of five 
feet perpendicular from the pavement. The Jiorses ill 
some of the inn-stables, stood up to their tails in water.— 
Pigs washed from their styes, were swimming through the 
passages of the houses situated between the brook and the 
principal street ; down which quantities of furniture, brew- 
ing utensils, cloathing, shop articles, grain, garden-pails, 

wheel- 
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wheelbarrows, pigs, dogs, timber, Sec. were carried in one 
ma^ by the impetuous torrent. Many of the inhabitants^ 
\rho happened to be at the neighbours, could not that 
evening return home. A liouse on tlie borders of the 
Lickey was thrown down by the force of the water, though 
-we do not hear any were destroyed in Bromsgrove ; but the 
damage sustained by the shopkeepers, land particularly 
hucksters,; was very great. The hedges and other fences 
to fields and gardens on the side of the town, were entirely 
demolished, numbers gf sheep and pigs w^rc drowned ; 
and, in addition to the calamity, we liave to add^ thatsooic 
young children also lost their Jives. 



Curious Antiquities in Leadenhall-Street. 

X HE curiosities found since New-Year's day, in digging; 
opposite the East India House in Lcadenhall -street, proved 
to be exceedingly valuable. About ten feet below the sur- 
face (rfthe street, the workmen finding something hard, it 
was immediately inspected by that respectable antiquariaii 
Mr. Wilkins, by whose directions and assiduity a perfect 
urn was soon brought out. It contained a quantity of 
bones, among which a finger and jaw-bone were plainly 
discernable. A beautiful Roman tesselated pavement was 
ako discovered ; and by tlie nice attention of the sam^ 
gentleman, one piece of about four feet by two, w^as raised 
uninjured. The entire pavement seems to have been a 
square ot* nine feet, in the centre of which is an elegantlv 
adorned circle of four feet, containing a Bacchus holding 
a wand, and riding on a Tiger ; the figure is in a purple 
robe, and tl)e attitude of the beast is very grand ; his head 
looking at tlie figure on his back, one of his fore-feet raised, 
stepping well forward, and the tail extended. Under the 
able direction of the librarian, there is no doubt of the whole 
lacing rendered well worthy the attention of the antiquarian. 

A WONDE^^ 
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A WONDERFUL PRESERVATION. 

The sliip Actspon, Capt. Groat, being taken into the Ddck 
at Hull, to repair the damage she received, in consequenoe 
of having been 14 days upon a rocky strand on thfe Island 
of Gothland, during her voyage from Narva to Hull, a 
large piece of rock, weighing 109lbs. was discovered fixed 
in a plank on the larboard-side, nearly in the midships, 
and close to the keel, which dropped out immediately on 
the sheathing being removed, leaving a large opening into 
the hold. Had it fallen out during her passage, she must 
inevitably have been lost. — A singular circumstance is 
picutioned in Cook's Voyages. 



Longevity. — Seven persons have died in the cou.ae af 
a few weeks, whose united ages amount to six hundred and 
sci'cnfii/'Sixr.n yearSy namely, — Mr. William Shipley, Pro- 
jector of the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, &c. 
89 years — Mr. G. Pudncy, Parish Clerk of Kelvedbn, 
Essex, 90 — !\Irs. Fisher, Roydon, Norfolk, 90 — Mrs. Oli- 
ver, Vinc-strcet, Piccadilly, 95 — Mr. John Page, Gardener 
to the Asylum, 101 — Mr. John Pusell, at Lanvlhangel, 102 
A female Pauper in Manchester Workhouse, 110 — In all 
677 years. 

ACCOUNT OF JOHN OF- KENT. 

Of the atcliievements of this subject of antiquity, the 
tongue of rumour, in the town of Grosrhont, in Mon- 
montlishire, is never at rest. — Old and young women, 
men and boys unite in relating, with extreme volubility, 
and without any material disagreement, a series of extraor- 
dinary tales concerning this wonderful personage ; and 
whom they generally believe, had certainly made a com. 
pact with the devil. 

John 



ACCOUKT OF JOHN OF KENT. ^3 

John of Kent, Gweiit, or Went, though a scliolar and 
a Franciscan, following their most celebrated schools at 
Oxford, >vas originally bred at Chepstow, in IVIonmoiith- 
shire ; and being once employed by a farmer, and wanting 
to go to Grosmont Fair, it is related tliat he confined a 
number of crows in an old barn without a roof, to kee]) 
them from the corn ; and sure enough, says the Tradition, 
when Jack came back, they were all there ; for though 
ih^y made a terrible clatter, they would not fly away till 
Jack came himself and broke the ^pell that conlincd them. 
Kcntchurch House, the neighbouring scat of the Scudamore 
£imily^ by whom some accounts sa^', Jack was hired as a 
scrvauty became afterwards the scene of his more marvel- 
lous exploits. — But after he came to maturity, as he built 
the bricjgc over the river Monnow, leading to Kcntchurch^ 
and which is still called John of Kent's Bridge, it is said 
to liare been done in one Jiight, by the lielp of familial* 
spirits. 

At Kcntchurcli House, a cellar was shewn so late as 
1801, as the stable where John kept horsas, on which he 
traversed the air with the speed of Lapland Witches ; and 
bis portrait on wood, painted in oil, is likewise preserved 
there. 

An old tomb-stone in the church-yard of Grosmont, 
close to the East wall of the chancel, is said to cover his 
body ; and the legend reports, that he was buried there to 
evade the compact which he made with Satan, which was, 
that if he was buried either within or w ithout the church, 
he should become his property. 

The family of the Kentchurchcs, wlio have been lately 
^applied to for jthe true character of this reputed sorcerer, 
could afford no specific or positive information. Accord- 
ing to general tradition, he was a learned Monk, educated 
at one of the Universities, and remarkable for his acquire- 
nents, which made the vulgar, in xin ignorant age, sup- 
pose 
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pose him another Friar Bacon. As a proof of his industry, 
it is knowtij that a Latin Translation of the Bible, on vel- 
lum, either made, or copied by him, M-as once in the Kent- 
church family ; but has been mislaid or destroyed a long 
time since. 

His other known works were, Conmientaries on the 
JIaster of the Sentences — Sermons to the People — and 
Disputed Questions. He died in 1348, in the reign of 
Henry V. ; and the Catalogue of the Provincial Ministers, 
says of him — ** Brother John Went, Doctor of Oxford* 
>vho wrought miracles in his lifetime, lies at Hereford." — 
According to others, he was a Bard of Owen Glendower, 
vho, on the defeat of this chieftain, became domesticated 
in the family of the Scudaniores ; one qf whom married 
the daughter of the celebrated Owen. 



A MAN BORN WITHOUT LEGS OR KX^ES. 

1 HERE is now living in t!ic parish of l'!dnam, tlic birth- 
place of the immortal poet Thomson, a young man IS years 
of age, who was born without l(»gs or knees, and his thighs 
defective. His father v.as a day-labourer, but lias been 
dead some years: — he fiits upon a lablc in the cottage 
through the day, and\v!ien the wcatliec is fair, his mother 
carries him into a ilcld, whcr(; he rends and enjoys the air. 
He has taught himself to read, to write a legible hand, to 
play on the flute, to draw with a pencil, althongli one of 
hL> arms . he cannot raise to his breast ; and he attempts 
poetp}'. He i?j notwitlj-iaiKUng the want of exercise, very 
healthy, always chccri'ul and contcntcNl, tlicnigh his support 
entirely depends on the wages of his younger brother, who 
is servant to a respectable farmer at Ednam. He is very 
grateful to any person who lends him books, drawings to 
copy, or pays the least attention to him. His diet is ex- 
ceedingly sparing. The lameness of one of his legs pre- 
vents 
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Vents htin from learning any business to cam his living.— 
lie conrerscs with great proprictv upon every subject, 
although his articulation is also detect ve. 

A case similar with the above, occurred some years ago 
in the South of France ; whcn^ t'lc nniortunati* subject liav- 
ing neither legs nor thighs^ v,i^ kept m a kind of case, and 
€x:casiona]ly iifted about. Wisut made the situation of this 
person the more lamentable, was his being endowed with 
an uncommon share of sensibility^, which rendered Imn 
so much the more susceptible of the peculiarity of his 
situation. From the smallness of his size, it should be ob- 
served, he was deemed a dwarf. 

Dec. 14, 1803. Youj-s, &.c. J— s. II — n. 



. THE HAMMERSMITH GHOSTS. 
^^ng an nvth*ntic und particular A aount of that mjiterioux and cowpUctled 
Affair^ uliich has i^rcitid so much Curiosiiij and Cthurrnfion j the Characters 
and .lppi-ariinv<:s of the ■mppo^td Spict/Vf thv Circi.rr,-,'i.'nic.< that led to the 
Dt'ath ij/'TllCi.MAS Mil LWOOD j tht Trial ofhii Miadn. r, 6^r. (\i\ 

JHammersmith, it appears, has been disturbed for soiiitt 
months past, by more than one supposed spectre, to the 
great annoyance of the male and ioniale iuiiabitants. — In 
the church-yard, and several of the avenues about the 
place, it seems that various persons liad been very much 
alarmed, by what tiiey understood to have been super- 
natural beings, which had of course filled the minds of 
numbers with a variety of appreliensions ; and tliesc ap- 
pc;irances latterly became [)articul,irly troi blcsoine in the 
lower part of the towri, near Durveirs-row. Several of the 
inhabitants, aware of the iinpO'^ture, diirifi;.r tiH> time, liad 
given thenisi'lves much trouble to d;.'ti'et K, but wiiiiout 
success. — But on the niglit of Tucsda.-j January J, I rancis 
Suiilh, an cxciicman, M-ho lodged at Mr. Oakley's ad- 

• The poor ymith of K.lii:im, luiviiig a j>o.iif«i u; ..n-, uil'i, h;> ijubfi^hed 
soiiit wry prcr.y w r>;(.>, r-nd in conin\iscrktio:t ol"lll^ r.-.si', some wcll-difi^osrd 
person! have laUly oj-cuLd a -.ibicripiion fgr his bcae;it. 

Vol. II. K joining 
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joining the White Hart, in Hammersmith; being at tbat. 
house on tlic same evening, and we may suppose, warm 
over liis liquor, wrought himself up to the resolution of 
going in quest of tlie ghost. — Unhappily supposing some- 
tiling more substantial than a mere airy form, he loaded a 
gun, and sallied out with William Girdler, the watchman 
of that part of Hammersmith, who had previously agreed 
upon apassvword, whereby they might distinguish each 
other, which was — " Who comes there ?" **^ A friend." 
" Advance, friend." Girdler then continued upon his re- 
gular beat, while Smith, that evening, went down Black 
Lion>lane. The circumstances that inomediately followed, 
we cannot exhibit in a clearer point of view, than that of 
tlie ensuing evidence given before the Coroner, and upon 
the trial. It appeared before the Coroner, tliat Smith 
took his station in Black Lion-lane, one of the places where 
the ghost used to make his escape when hard pressed by 
his pursuers. He had not long been in waiting before he 
fancied he saw the wished-for object. A figiure dressed in 
white (that is, Thomas Millwood, the plaisterer, in a white 
jacket and trowscrs) approacliiug, Smith fired, and tlie 
mistaken object fell to the ground. Millwood was then on 
his way to a house in the neighbourhood, where his wife 
was at work, to fetch her home, which his sister also re- 
lates upon the trial : — She said her brother was about 23 
years of age, and was a plaisterer by trade. On the even- 
ing of Tuesday last, he was at the house of his father, in 
Black Lion-lane, with whom the witness resides. He left 
tlie house between ten and eleven o'clock, and the witness 
being almost immediatt*ly struck with a presentiment that 
some accident would bcfal him, she accordingly went to 
the door, and stood on some bricks, in order to lt)ok out 
for liim. She tlien heard a voice say, ** D — n you, who 
arc you ? — Stand, else I'll shoot you !" and the report of 
a rriin immediately succeeded. Her brother was perfectly 

sober* 
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sober. The neighbourhood had for about two months been 
disturbed with the report of a ghost ; but she did not be- 
lieve, nor had ever heard, that her brother had iissuined 
such an appearance. 

Mr. John Lock, wine merchant, in Black Lion-lane, Ham« 
mersmith, said, that as he was returning home from the Plough 
and Harrow, on the evening of Tuesday last, about half past 
10 o*clock, in company with Mr. Geo. Stow, he was accosted 
by Francis Smith, one of his Majesty's oiUcers of excise, 
who asked to speak with him. Upon going aside. Smith 
informed him that he had shot a man, who he believed to 
be the ghost. The witness informed Mr. Stow of tlie cir- 
cumstance, and they accompanied Smith to the place. 
They found the deceased lying in a cross lane leading from 
Beaver-lane to Black Lion-lane, upon his- back, apparently 
dead. The wound was under his left under jaw, and the. 
skin of his face was exceedingly black. Smith did not ap- 
pear sensible diat he had done any thing wrong, till the 
witness warned him of the consequences of such a step. He 
then seemed much affected, and said, that he had' spoken 
twice, but had received no answer, and that the night wat 
Ycry dark. 

William Girdler, a watchman, said, that he had a sli<Tht 
acquaintance with the deceased. That the neighbourhood 

* had been much alarmed for two months past, with the ru- 
mour of a ghost walking through Black Lion-lane. That 

- be went his rounds as usual on Tuesday evening last. That 
he had appointed to meet with Francis Smith, in order to go 
in search of the ghost. They had exchanged a watch- 
word, which they were to use. — ^When the witness came 
near Mr. Stow's house he heard the report of a gun, and a 
few minutes afterwards, as he was going to the White Hart 
public-house, he met a young woman, who told him that 
be was %<anted. Having gone on a little way, he met 
Snddtb, and asked him what intelligence \ Smith answered^ 

Ji 2 very 
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very bad. They tlien met Mr. Stow, and went to the plaoe 
ivhere the deceased lay. Smith said that he would deliver 
himself up ; that he had spoken to the deceased twice be- 
fore he fired y but he wo^ld give him no answer. 

The Coroner summed up the evidence with great ability 
and humanity when the Jury, after some deliberatioo, 
^turned a verdict of Wilful Murdei\ A warrant was thea 
made out, and Smith committed to Newgate. 

On Friday, Jan. 13, he took his trial at the Old Bailey, 
being charged with Wilful Murder. 

The firbt witness called, was Mr. John Lock, whoailded 
very little to what he liad said before the Coroner, excepting 
that he consulted Mr. Stow, who was with him, going to a 
cross lane, Called Lime-Kihi-lane,wliat was best to be done 
with the body. Tliey sent for the high constable of the 
parish, and it was agrocd to remove the body totlie Black 
Lion public-iiousc. It was evident, upon examining the de- 
ceased, that the head was shot just below the lower jaw on 
the left side. — The prisoner, then he said, wished to surreQ-» 
dcr himself into the hands of justice ; but the witness ad- 
vised him to go home to his lodgings. 

Mr. Lock, on his cross-examination by Mr.^Const, Counsd 
for the prisoner, said, that the neighbourhood of Hammer*' 
smith had been much alarmed for upwards of five weekt 
. previous to the death of Millwood, by means of a supposed 
ghost. He had, however, never seen any such appearance, 
but believed parties went out ibr the purpose of appre- 
liending the person who was assuming the character.—^ 
The night was extremely dark, and the lane in which the 
unfortunate affair occurred, so much so, that a person couU 
not be perceived on the opposite side of it. The witneM 
said that he had known the prisoner some time ; his dispo* 
sition was exceedingly mild and generous, and he waa 
very much liked in the neighbourhood. 
William Girdlcr, the watchman, corroborated the account 
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riven by Mr. Lock, as^to tlie manner in which the dec- 
reased was found, and stated that the prisoner and himself 
3arted about half past ten o'clock. ' Just after they parted, 
le heard the report of a gun, but did not attend to it, having 
yecR in the habit of hearing guns frequently fired in the 
[light. After he had gone his rounds, he went to Mr# 
Homer's, the White Hart public-house, where the servant 
^1 came out to him, and said that Smith wanted him, wba 
told him that he had hurt a man ; the witness said he 
tioped not much. Smith replied^ that he was a&aid he had 
burt him very bad. 

On his cross-examination by Mr. Gurney, Counsel for 
Alt prisoner, he said, he heard of the rumour of a ghost, 
and had seen it iiimself on the Thursday preceding the ac« 
Cident. It was standing on the opposite side of the road near 
to Beaver-lane, and was covered either with a large sheet 
or tablecloth. He pursued it, and the figure pulled off the 
covering and ran away. The prisoner he described as a good^ 
tempered young man, certainly not of a cruel disposition. 

Ann Millwood, a very genteel young woman, sister of 
the deceased, stated, that Iier brother was at her father^a 
bouse about eleven o'clock on Tuesday evening, the 3d of 
January. His wife was absent from home, having gone to 
Mr. Smith, the out-rider ; her mother and the fam'dy were 
going to bed, and she requested that he would go and fetch 
home his wife. He was going to b#d himself, but at their 
intreaties got up and left the house for that purpose. She 
then repeated tlie same circumstances which were detailed 
before the Coroner. 

Mr. Flower, surgeon, stated, that he examined the body 
of tlie deceased, by order of the Coroner, on the 6th of 
January. He found a gun-shot wound on the left side <^ 
the face, just below the under jaw. There were some 
small shot lodged in liis neck, the size appeared about 
No. 4, die shot penetrated the vertebra: of the neck and 

^jured 
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injured the spinal marrow. This, no doubt, in his mind'y 
bad occasioned bis death. The deceased's face was ex-* 
ceediagly blacky and was so in consequence of the powder 
^bicb had lodged in it. This gentleman also gave Smith 
a gpod character, and said his disposition was far fxoiB 
beiiig Tindictivc. 

WiUiam Brooks, the constable, stated his apprehension 
«f Smith at his lodgings, M'bo had voluntarily come down 
when he knocked at the door, and surrendered himself » — 
He also bore testimony to his good character ; and here the 
evidence for the prosecution closed. 

The Lord Chi.cf Baron then informed the prisoner, tliat 
he might offer any tiling he had in his defence to the 
charge* 

The prisoner saying he left his defence to Iiis Counsel; - 

The Lord Chief Baron informed him, that his Counsel 
could only examine the witnesses, and that if he wished ta 
say any thing, he must address the Court himself. 

Tlie prisoner thcn» in extreme agitation, said, that when 
be went out from home, it was witli a very good intention ; 
am intention of finding out the person who had alarmed the 
neighbourhood, by assuming a supernatural appearance ; 
that meeting with the deceased, and having called to hiia 
twice, and not receiving an answer, he was very much 
fvightened, and knew not what he did. He must most 
solemnly declai'c his innocence with respect to any inten* 
tiou of taking away the life of the unfortunate man, or any 
man whatsoever* 

His Counsel then proceeded to call the witnesses on his 
belialf ', the first, 

Mrs. Fullbrook, a reIa,tion of the deceased, stated, she 
n>ided in tlie same house with him ; and on Saturday pre- 
ceding his death, being at home together, he informt^ her, 
tliat two ladies and a gentleman, on account of the dress 
be wore, iiad been frightened at him on the Terrace. — 

One 
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One of them cried as he came near, ** There goes the 
ghost I" To which he replied, imng a bad oath^ *^ I am 
no more a ghost than yourself ; do you vant a punch o*- the 
liead r^' Oo this account slie had advised him to put on a 
great coat to screen himself from danger ; but iie would 
not attend to the suggestions of the witness, observing there 
was no danger, 

Thomas Groom, servant to Mr. Burgess, a brevrcr at 
Hanunersmith, stated, that he heard a great talk about the 
ghost ; that one night he was passing tlu'ough the church- 
yard, when some person caught him fast by the throat, 
and on his calhng out for assistance to Iiis fellow servant^ 
who was a short distance from him, the latter turned had^ 
but they could not see any thing. 

Mr. George Stow, Mr. Hill, Mr. RuH, Mr. BoswcU, 
lir. Dowdiog, and several other very respectable persons, 
were called ; they all concurred in giving lum the best of 
diaractecs* 

Mr. Millwood, cousin to the deceased, spoke in the same 
terms of the prisoner, and said that they had no quarrel 
with each other as far as he knew. 

The Lord Chief Baron then charged tlic Jury. The 

prifoner, he observed, stood indicted for the murder of 

.Thomas MUIwood, by shooting him with a gun, so as to 

kmse his bead, injury the spinal marrow of iiLs back, and 

podace instant death. It would be necessary for him to 

itite» that although to constitute the crime of murder, it 

«is generally requisite that onalue jpropcnse should be 

proved, yet it was not absolutely so in all cases. The law 

did not of necessity imply, that wtierc a person met witli ius 

dcsth from the hands of another, that malice, or what was 

oiled io valgarspeaking, spite, sliould bcproved. Tlttdis- 

fomiiom cf a person* s mind to kill Ti^as sufficient^ in the eye nf 

Ac taw io adjudge him guillj/ of murder. For instance^ if 

floe person should have taken it into his head to fire into 

iba 
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the very hall in wliich tlie Court was sittings and kill any 
one in the Court* then he would be guilty of vmrder. 8O5 
in another case, if a person should shoot at one man and kill 
another, he would be equally guihy. The law would con- 
sider his disposition of mind, wlrich was evidently to ktiU 
without having legal authority, just provocation, in aelf- 
dcfence, or in the absence of his reasoning faculty. There 
were grounds of mitigation which would serve to lessen the 
crime. His Lordship professed, tliat lie could not, in tlie 
case now before the Court for its consideration, distinguish 
any one of these features of alleviation or mitigation; 
therefore, if the* prisoner at the bar, had taken away the 
life of another, without authority, permission, or in de- 
fence of his own life, then his offence went to murdcn~ 
If it was not so, no one }>erson could be safe. It would be 
in the power of any one to say, such and such a one has • 
committed some offence which I think deserves death, and 
I will go and dispatch him. It would, indeed, be grievous 
if such proceedings were to be tolerated — because some 
' wicked and mahcious person, taking advantage of the cte- 
dulity which belonged to a great portion of mankind, had 
committed a misdemeanour, in going about in an impious ' 
manner, assuming the appearance of a supernatural ageiit^ 
was anotlier person to say, " I will go and ddiberatdy 
slioot that man who frightens tlie peaceable neighbour- 
hood." Certainly not. All that he could be authorised to 
do, would be to apprehend him for that misdemeanour*— 
Kven if the very person appearing in tliis manner as a 
ghost had been killed, such kiUing waS murder. But hare 
a man thought he hud a right to go and kill any person he 
saw in a light coloured coat. This was actually the case 
with the prisoner at the ba^. He went out with a loaded 
gun, intending to kill, coutrary to law, and killed a man 
who was perfectly innocent. " Gentlemen,** continued 
his Lordship, '^ I should^ betraying my duty as a Judge, 

and 
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$nd acting contrary to the opinion of my Brother Judges 
near me, if I did ngt tell you that this act of the prisoner's^ 
prorided you believe the facts given in evidence, amounts 
io notkhig less than murdej*. In this case there was no ac- 
eideot ; there was po sudden or violent provocation ; nor 
was there any ajbterapt made on the part of the prisoner to 
apprehend the supposed ghost. — He went and thought 
himself entitled to I^ill that person; and with a degree of 
rashness, which the law would never allow, he killed another 
perscMi* The crime would ^dmit of alleviation or excuse, 
and might be denominated manslaughter, if some of these 
cases which he had before enumerated had occurred, namely, 
such as authority from the law, or self-defence. With 
what view the prisoner fired he knew not, but certainly it 
iras with a great deal of rashness. In his defence he had im* 
piited his conduct to apprehension and fear, but what had 
been the consequence, the death of an innocent and un- 
offending person. All the Jury had to consider in the case^ 
was the veracity of the witnesses, if they believed them, they 
would find the prisoner guilty. Whatever else might be 
drawn' from the case was fit for a higher tribunal. His 
Lordship then recapitulated the evidence for the prosecution 
and the prboner, and observed, that the character which 
had been given of him would be of no avail here, however 
painful, they must do their duty, and in conformity to the 
sacred oath which they had taken, give a verdict according 
to the facts laid before them, under sanction of the law.'' 

The Jury retired for upwards of one hour, and on their 
return delivered a Verdict of — Guilfy of Manslaughter. 

The Lord Chief Baron informed them, that the Court 
could not receive such a verdict, and they were bound by 
ibe solemn obligation which they had taken, to decide ac« 
icording to the facts. If they believed the evidence, their 
verdict must h^guilly; or if they discredited the witnesses, 
they would acquit the prisoner. The law he had clearly 

Vol. II. h laid 
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laid down J and by that they must abide. It was not At 
tiicni to assume die King's prerogative, and mitigate tk 
punishment. 

Mr. Justice Rooke was of tlie same opinion ; and 

Mr. Justice Lawrence enlarged upon the arguments «f 
the Chief Baron, saying the prisoner could havener^ 
to destroy Millwood. It was in evidence that the sister cf 
the deceased heard the prisoner call out to her brother h 
stop, or he would shoot him, and immediately the gimvll 
discharged. The law laid down, that in cases of fiekiij». 
where a person stands charged as a felon, and proper per- 
sons are sent to apprehend him, and he ' escapes, sftor 
being in custody, and runs awa}^ and the party tntk 
whom he escapes shoots and kills him, that pcrsoii tl 
deemed, in the eye of the law, guilty of murder. Hr. 
Justice Forster has laid it down, tliat if a person trim 
another's Iiecls, and he thereby meets his death, then sm 
person is guilty of manslaughter ; but if he uses a desiif 
weapon, then he is guilty of murder. In this case Uini 
evident that the gun was discharged so near that the gal* 
powder blackened the unfortunate man*s face. The JvXf 
were to recollect the oaths they had taken, and adnunisKf 
tliat justice which the safety of society demanded. 

The Recorder perfectly agreed in the doctrines Ul 
down by the other Lciirned Judges, and desired the Jaif 
to reconsider their verdict, who, turning round in tliefc 
box, almost instantly pronounced the prisoner GuS^ ^ 
Murder. 

The Lord Chief Baron told tlie Jury, that he should ItH 
port the case immediately to his Majesty. 

The Recorder thought the Jury had very propei^ly fbiuifl 
him guilty. TFic law of God, which ought to be writtei 
in the hearts of all men, had declared, " That whosbevtt 
sheddeth human blood, by man shall his blood be shed.**— 
lie then passed the usual sentence. 

The 
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The prisoner stated his age to be 29. He was dressed 
in black, and conducted himself throughout the trial with 
decent firmness. During the time he remained at the bar/ 
his countenance did not appear to express much agitation, 
until the Jury left the box. Upon the return of the Jury, 
he appeared still more agitated ; and particularly so, when 
he was pronounced guilty of murder. While the awful 
sentence was passing upon him by tlie Recorder, he sup* 
ported himself with difficulty, and was led out of the Dock 
by Mr. Kirby's' assistant, overwhelmed with the horrors of 
his situation. Mr. Dignum, of Drury Lane Theatre, sat 
by him, and was extremely affected ; he wept, clasped his 
bands together, and suffered the greatest agitation. Seve- 
ral of his relations were also present, and apparently in 
great distress. The Sessions (louse was crowded in every 
part by nine o*clock, and the Yard was filled \\'ith an 
anxious multitude, all making inquiry, and interested in 
the fate of the prisoner. — He was as usual taken back to 
Newgate ; but at seven in the evening, a respite arrived 
for him, till his Majesty's pleasure should be known. 

With respect td the fate of tl)is unfortunate man, though 
we do not pretend to state our opinion against that of the 
Jurj', the sentiments of the majority of the people, unre- 
servedly ascribe the respite of Smith, to the possible pre- 
sumption in the breast of the Judge, that the Jury, after 
having returned a verdict of manslaughter against the pri- 
soner, should have declared him not guilty of murder, 
when they reconsidered the verdict.— And if the Jury were 
out an hour and twenty minutes in the first instance, when 
they returned the verdict of manslaughter,* the few minutes 
they occupied the second time, when they brought in that 
of wilful murder, must, to common apprehensions, appear 
ratlicr too short. However, having given in our preced- 
mg pages, a faithful detail of tliis important trial and sia- 
gular verdicts, we now proceed to a retrospective history 

L 2 of 
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of the Circumstances some months preceding this ca 
strophe, containing the particulars of the persons engaj 
in the imposition, and an impartial description of these i 
turbers of the public peace. 

So far back as October last^ it is well known, thai 
first rumours of a ghost were in circulation in the nei] 
bourhood, near the church; which is thus accounted f< 
It was then reported, that a mad woman was in i 
liabit of disturbing the neighbours, by perambulating t 
church-yard and other walks, in strange and uncoi 
dresses, which, after a little time, was discovered ty 1 
Moody, of tiie Six Bells, who well knew his face, to 
nothing more than a youth belonging to Mr. KilbertODj 
neighbouring butcher, who, by way of frolic, and to pla{ 
the maid his fellow-servant, had dressed himself m 1 
clothes, in which he frequently appeared in the cbup 
yard and other places. Being reprimanded by Mr. tfoc 
and others, and the ill consequences which might attend 
pointed out, he desisted from the practice altogether. 
>Iotwitlistanding, another supposed phantom soon spn 
up, and was seen all in white y at various places. T 
ghost also was so clever and nimble in its retreats, d 
they could never be traced, till one evening, wUen C 
Brazier, a chimney sweeper, going through the loi 
part of Church-lane, and the night being very dark, 
was in his turn alarmed at the appearance of this suppoi 
spectre ; and as he related the story the next morning, 
seems he stood still some moments before he durst procei 
However, having a stick in his hand, he extended it 
arm's length, and advancing towards a tree, against wU 
he saw the object, he was induced to exclaim— Ghost I 
whatever you may be, pray be civil. — But as he still a 
tinucd ad\'ancing with a slow pace, instead of pcnetrati 
^ body of thin air, he found his stick in contact with t 

plothes of a female, who proved to be a Miss G , 

you 
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Toung lady of Hammersmith, with her companion. After 
(his second discovery, nothing of the kind was seen of 
heard of in this quarter, excepting what has been re- 
lated by Thomas Groom, a servant to Messrs. Burgesii 
and Winter, brewers. — He, a stout able man, asserted fqt 
a truth, what he related upon the trial, of being nearly 
choaked by the rude caresses of one of the phantoms 
which he met in the church-yard.— He did not' keep hii 
bed, as it is reported in the newspapers, but he was seve* 
ntl days before he got the better of the fright. 

An old proverb says, " Tlie third time generally pays 
for allf ' Accordingly, the next disturber of the peace^ 
made its appearance not in the church-yard, but lower 
down, towards Beaver, Black Lion, and Plough and Har* 
tow Lanes, which served it us a retreat when pursued, from 
die high road. A drummer belonging to the Chiswick. 
Volunteers, an inhabitant of Hammersmith, and a rat- 
catcher by his profession, was one of the first that was 
paiiic-struck by this new spectre. — The next was a clerk 
to Mr. Cromwell the brewer, who thought he saw a super- 
natural appearance about five o'clock one morning in 
Plough and Harrow-lape, and was considerably alarmed. 
The pretended spectre, on Thursday the 29th of Decern* 
ber, made a more public appearance ; for as Girdler, the 
watchman, came out of the house of Mrs. Samuel, No. 2, 
QueenVplace, adjoining Beaver-lane, an apprentice boy 
belonging to Graham the shoemaker^ ran across the road 
towards him, dreadfully frightened, at what he supposed to 
be a ghost I In consequence of this, the watchman looking 
towards the opposite side of the road, on the left hand of 
the pump, was witness to an object all in white. Ap- 
proaching the spot where it stood, he observed some per- 
son divest himself of a sheet or tablecloth, he could not di^* 
liogiiish whicfa» wtapit tip und^ his ktM, tod run away. 

Being 
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Being dark, tliis person was soon but of sight.— OirJl 
followed, but saw nothing. — He therefore went to tl 
White Hart, and inquired if any strange person was ju 
couje in tliere.— Wliile Girdler was going by, the pr 
tended ghost, it is supposed, hid himself behind Mr, Hill 
Iiouse ; but leaving the spot in Girdler's absence, he vn 
seen by some of Mr. Hill's family, who obsened a comi 
of the cloth hanging below liis coat. 

While he stood near the pump, he was also seen by 
Mrs. Steward, and her servant, at No. 4, Teresa Tenrao 
who were much alarmed, till it was generally known, ne: 
day, that the pretended ghost was an impostor. This hi 
appearance caused much discussion ; and as it was 
s])ecies of imposition tliat liad then been put in' practic 
tliree times successively, with very short intervals, it ma 
be admitted, as a very powerful incentive to that provoc] 
tiou, which Smith, as well as others, may be supposed t 
have felt on the occasion ; and which, no doubt, prompte 
him to the commission of that rash act, which terminate 
in tlic deatli of an inoHensive man, totally uncounecte 
with any impostor whatever. 

A day or two after Smitii was committed to prison, on 
John Graiiam, a shoemaker, w ho resides in Dorvell's-row, t 
iiis shame, confcssc^d that he was the person, who, in th 
last instance, on the 2yt!i of December, had dressed him 
sell in a sheet, as he said, to terrify his apprentice, vrh 
had been in the habit of scratcliing tlie walls of the house 
and otherwise teazhig his master's cliildren upon the sul 
ject of ghosts and apparitions. 

A young woman, named Sarah Francis, servant to Mr 
Brookes, of Wcstcroft-place, being at Graham's house 
he judged it to be a good opportunity to put his plan i 
execution. Sending the boy home with her, witli an in 
tent to meet him as he caiue back, in liis supematun 

capacity 
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capacity ; he dressed himself in the meanwhile for that 
purpose, and waited for tlie apprentice, in the manner re- 
presented by our Engraving. — But this opportunity would 
not have occurred to him» had not the one armed postman, 
who lodged in Graham^s house, been than in bed' ; as he 
generally had the oflSce of seeing this young woman home 
when she happened to come that way. — But though Gra- 
ham has acknowledged this to be his first offence, his 
mind must, upon reflection, be considerably hurt, at what 
has lately occurred. 

This Mr. Graham, it is to be noticed, was known as a 
serious person, a constant attendant, and one of the first 
singers in Trinity Chapel, and always bore an excellent 
character before. — We have since heard a rumour that he 
means to leave his house ; and some circumstances having 
transpired, hdve increased the dislike the foregoing aflair 
has naturally occasioned. 

Among others, we are told, that a few days after the ex- 
hibidon at the pump, Graham meeting Girdler, he said in 
a jeering tone, " Were not you very much frightened the 
other night ?" To which the other replied, ** No— he was 
not — ^but whoever the gliost was, he will go to hell, die 
when he will ;" and immediately left^ Graham to enjoy 
his own feehngs. — But possibly, Mr. Graham might think 
the pains he took, and his singing at the funeral of pooi^ 
Millwood, would be some reparation for,the folly Jn which 
he had been so deeply implicated. The repprt that a lady 
of Brooke Green, had also died in consequence of the ap- 
p^rance of a spectre, we are happy to find is totally un- 
founded ; she having received her fright from a person in 
a state of intoxication. And the report of a'figure dressed 
in a skin with horns, together with that of cutting tlie traces 
of tlie Hammersmith coachman's horses, have no foundation 
in fact ; but owe thek rise to newspaper fabrication. 

WONDER- 
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WONDERFUL ESCAPE. 

A PRIVATE information having been received by Mr,^ 
Bond, that Sylvester Godliaj one of the persons concemef 
in the late forgery on the Bank of Portugal, and who va^ 
sent thither a few months ago with Gillington and Farrall, 
against whom he Was a principal witness, had escaped but 
of the prison at Lisbon, and had been seen in the neigh* 
bourhood of Bctliiial-green ; two of the officers ivcre yes- 
terday nioniiiig sent in search of him, and who apprehend- 
ed and brought him before Mr. Bond and Sir Wm. Par- 
sons, at Bow-iitrcet, when he made a sad confession of the 
moans, used for his escape out of the prison at Ldsbon^ 
which he effected by an old nail he found in his cell, and a 
chain with which he forced up a jJank in the floor, and 
made his way through it to another dungeon, where he 
found a cutlass, wliich enabled him to open a door, and 
having engaged the sentinel placed near the door, in his 
favour, they both went off together ; that he was seven 
weeks in making the aperture in ttie floor, and he was forced 
to act with the greatest caution to elude the observation of 
the guard that brought him his victuals, when putting his 
cloak over the spot, and sweeping the dungeon himself, he 
contrived the piece of plank cut out, to fix in at that time i 
he concealed himself at an English woman's house, at a 
place called Bonisiras, and then went on board the Lord 
NeLion privateer, and after cruising about ten days, was 
cast away at Vigo, in Spain, and remained eight hours in 
the sea ; that the cramp taking him, he chmg to a piece of 
wood, and in tliat situation, aldiost senseless, was taken upr 
by a Turtuguese vessel, which also saved the rest of the 
new of the privateer, except four who were drowned, and 
\^ ho landed them at Vigo ; that undergoing many hanibhips 
by land, he got to Bilboa, and from thence to England by 
a S]:.;inibh vcbsel bound to Cork ^ but which, on account of 

the 
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the damage she had sustained at sea, put in at Ilfracombe^ 
in Devonshire. He was committed to Tothi]l-fieid$ Bride* 
well. GodUa is a remarkable good swimmer, and famous 
few remaining under water a Jong time ; he was the person 
employed to dire for a quantity of the forged Portuguese 
Doles that had been sunk in the Thames, near Lambeth, 
and who succeeded in recovering them. He is a Maltese 
by birth* GilUngton^ Farrell, and Joseph De Banon, were 
confined in the same prison with him at Lisbon, but had 

not been tried when he came away. 

■V 

Curious Display of the Galvanic Trough. 

With respect to the property of metals, Mr. Wilkinson 
is amply convinced, that gold and zinc, form the iMst 
powerful Galvanic combination. He has lately illustrated 
these principles ; giving the preference ^o the trough, and 
proceeding, by experiments, to evince its wonderful 
powers. Four troughs, hung on swivels, each containing 
fifty plates, and eight inches in diameter, the weight of 
each trough being between two and three cwt. were charged 
witii a mixture, consisting of one gallon of nitrous acid^^to 
nineteen gallons of water. These are so arranged, as td*^' ^^^ 
communicate with two brass rods under the lecturer's " v 

table, which communicate with brass pillars upon tiic top 
of the table. A piece of harpsichord wire, four feet in 
kngth, being rested upon the two pillars, was in an in« 
stant red-hot, fused, and fell upon the table in the form of 
red-hot balls, which retained their heat for a surprising 
length of time. Wires of silver, brass, and copper, were 
placed in the same manner, and with ^iihilar results. But, 
when five or six feet of steel wire was so placed, it did not 
fuse, although its whole extent was rendered red-iiot, and 
remained so long as the contact was preserved. Platina, 
a metal known to be indestructible in the most powerful 
Vol. IL m furnace, 
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furnace, when exposed to this astonishing principle^ ws 
rapidly ignited, and fused into' a spherical for^l• A dis 
mond, placed in apiece of charcoal , was instantaneous] 
consumed. But the following experiment exhibited tl 
most beautiful pheoomenon we evor witnessed: — T^ 
pieces of charcoal, in the form of pencils, were placed ; 
tlie circuit* and instantly a rapid inflammation followa 
forming the most brilliant light ever yet artificially pr< 
duced. The shadows of all surrounding objects ws 
strongly defined, as if a sun was formed between the t« 
charcoal points. The light approached the nearest to ii 
tense solar light of any we ever saw. When an Argaod 
lamp %vas placed near it, 'the light of the lamp a{I{)ean 
small and obscure, as a distant rush-light. Those v) 
have seen brilUant deflagrations in oxygen gas. may fi|^. 
some idea of it, yet but faintly, so extremely beautifiil 
its appearance. 

Tliere were various other pleasing phenomena, prodoM 
by the Galvanic principle ; after which, Mr. WiDuaM 
announced his intention of giving (in the second lectim) 
series <>f q3|;|»eriments, to shew its po^ver as a rAmnic 
agegt, as well as its influence on animals \ an account < 
.'iirhich we shall, on a future day, communicate to a 
readers, 

CURIOUS ANTIQUITIES IN AFRICA. 

At the last meeting of the Antiquarian Society, m 
read a letter of Mr. Jackson, on the antient XJiicay wIqc 
was next in extent and magnitude to Carthage^ and in d 
same gulph. Here Mr. J. visited the subterraneous vault 
in which the cielings were covered with bats of enormoi 
size, called by Virgil /larpies, wliich being disturbed; k 
their places, and nearly extinguished the flambeaux, an 
but for a lanthom, the curious visitors might have been la 
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in the dark* In the same place, Mr. J. found foxes, bur- 
rowing in the under-ground ruins. The air in these caverns 
was oppressive, but by firing pistols was much cleared, and 
became more respirable. 

^ recent and striking Instance of Sagacity m a Dog, 
luarly appsiacking to Iminan ! 

London, January 23, 1804. 

Ow Saturday, January 21, Thomas Tweed, apprehended 
in Oid-street-road, cliarged with stealing a box from a 
person named Scott; being examined at tlie Public- 
Office in Worship-street, it appeared that Tweed was 
drioking^in the Pitt's Head public-house, Old-street, when 
a snmll terrier dog entered, and se^ng the prisoner, in- 
stantly fle^v 1^ him. The circumstance was so marked, as 
to excite the observation and suspicion of the landlord, 
who knowing the dog to belong to Scott, he sent for him ; 
and Scott, on his arrival, recognized the coat which Tweed 
wore, to be one of the articles wliich had been stolen from 
Irim. He was taken into custody, and the pawnbroker's 
.tickets which were found in his possessioui led to tliQ 
discovery of several of the otl^er axticles. 

On Monday, Jan. 24, Thomas Tweed underwent a final 
examination, charged upon the oath of Thomas Scott, 
with breaking open his box ; the property hdng sworn to, 
the prisoner was committed for triaU 

Since this occurrence took place, several persons have 
made considerable offers for the dog. The own^^ bow« 
ever, has not thought proper to accept of any which ha^e ' 
been made him, at least till the trial has* taken place.-— 
That the dog should dot be stolen in the interval, it has 
been found necessary to keep him tied up^ The master 
of the dog, it seems, was in the habit of using the public- 
boose ; and though the dog Imd frequently been in the 
lk>use before, the malruier in which he singled ^mt the rob- 

M 2 ber. 
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ber, bad something in i( ancommon ; for holding his im 
close to the skirt of his coat, and growling all the wbilei 
i;»ould not move from the spot, which exciting the adi 
ration of all present, led to the inunediate discovery of \ 
offender. 



THE BOILING WATER-SPOUTS OT ICELAND ; 
Commonly called the Geysers. 

1 HE principal of these is found in the neighbourhood 
Scalholt, the capital of the place ; and it was very lat 
visited by Mr. Olafeen, a native of that country, and Mc 
ber of the Academy of Sciences at Copenhagen. «Tak 
a friend with him, he says, — ** the moment we arrivec 
Geyser, the water filled the bason, and overflowed on 
sides. Soon after a subterraneous noise was heard, 
usual signal for the gushing of the water. It then begai 
spout in an instant; but did not rise above 60 feet 
height. This spouting ceased suddenly, but was frequer 
renewed after a few minutes interval ; its violence dimini 
ing also, till the bason was quite empty. In this state 
continued for a moment, but as the water is hot, its vap 
and heat prevented us from seeing the bottom. By me 
of a plummet, we however contrived to measure tbede 
of the bason, and found it 72 feet ; its diameter at 
orifice, or opening, 57 ; and at or near the bottom o; 
18, dO that it seemed to terminate like a fuimel. Ag 
throwing omr plummet, in hopes of sounding some of 
holes that affiprded a passage to the water, the lead had 
sooner reached the bottom, than a body of boiling wa 
spouted up from the rock ; but happily did us no barm 
This encouraged us to throw it in again, but another spi 
of water obliged us to retreat in haste ; while our guide i 
terribly alarmed, because it is the opinion of the Icelai 
crs, that any man visiting these mysterious places, \ 
incur tlic displeasure of the powerful spirits tiiat reside 

the 
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them. The air being agitated ever so little io tlie small 

openings at the bottom, it deranges the ordinary course of 

the water, and causes it to rise immediately with violence. 

To fiithom the small openings at the bottom, we repeatedly 

tried in vain ; nor could we divine the caus^ of oar nus* 

carriage. . 

After these spoutings, the great. Ccyser remained quicst 
the whole night ; the water in the meanwhile rose gradually, 
^ the bason was tilled about four in the morning. To try 
the force of the spout, we continued near the place, and 
^ threw several flags and other stones into the b$ison. At length 
the spoutings were announced by a hollow noise under« 
pcsath us, like the distant reports of a cannon. Five re- 
ports fpUowed, each louder than the other. At the same 
time we felt the earth shaking and heaving, as if it would 
borst. 

Id each successive spouting also, the water was thro\Mi 
to a greater height than the time preceding, while the flags 
wl stones wltich we threw into the bason, were darted up, 
broken in a thousaiui piepes, and were carried higher than 
the pillars ot water, w*iicii always terminated in a pomt.— 
From a motive ot caution, we stood to windward of the 
imoke; at every spouting, the water in tlie bason was 
laised, and though it overflowed every side of the crater 
or bason, ou the north side, It fell into a little valley, and 
£Dniied a rivulet ; which, though at a good distance from 
the fountain-head, would severely burn tlie feet of any 
. luumal that passed it. 

There is a mountain called Langfell, neur the Geyser, 
■bout 70 fathoms in height. The general height of tlie 
spouts is 60 ; but the inhabitants said, wh^n a storm, or 
niny weather is expected, they will rise to the full height 
of the Langfeli. The spoutings in all, lasted about ten 
minutes ; and there was an interval of three seconds be- 
tween every subterraneous report that announced them ; 

so 
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SO tli.it the totsil number at this time was about two faunw 
dred^ The water of the Grcyser, is supposed to come front 
the neighbouring mountains. There is a tradition, that 
before the present spring existed, there were other spouts 
in the neighbourhood, which, from their singular riblcncc, 
were also called iGeyscr, but that an earthquake destroyed 
tliese, and at the same time produced the water-spout now 
known by that name. 

The hot water of tlie Ge3-ser converts the staKs of 
plants and little pieces of wood into a hard and pale<* 
coloured stone. Even in the rock itself, from which the 
spring issues, petrified stalks of plants maybe found, with 
bones of sheep, horse-dung, all transmuted ; and in a 
petrifaction of the small leaves of thebirch-tree, the fibres 
were distiMCtly visible. Among the inferior water-spouts 
near the great spring, some of ^hem have remarkable qua« 
lities. One of them named Scj/deVj is called a dry spring,; 
because its tunnel contains no water, but emits a tliick 
smoke ; its heat is so intense, that the neighbours employ 
it to dress their victuals, which they say is done with ease 
and dispatch ; and that the food while doing, contracts na 
strange or smoky taste. There is two hot- wells in thQ 
neighbourhood, called Akrahver ; in tlirowing the sound- 
ing lead into one of them, the water instantly sunk a foot 
and a quarter, while trying the same experiment upon the 
other, it overflowed on all sides. Several of tlio natives 
affirmed that they had seen birds swimming in these hot* 
wells, made like a mallard ; the body of a brown colour ;, 
the eye encircled with a white ring, very visible. In fact^ 
tlicy even go so far as to say, that these birds have been 
seen to dive in the hot water I In swiuuning, the legs and 
bills of these birds, armed with a callous skin, might en- 
dure the heat ; but in diving, it woidd be impossible. It is 
well known, that owing to the property of the bloody sea- 
birds cannot dive ; so that these birds^ if they really pes- 
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ft that figurulty, must be of an amphibions dass ; and 
Doe the discovery of tlieui, would be a very great deside- 
turn in Natural Histor}'. As yet their cxisteiicc may be 
ly fiuciy questioned. In all these hot-springs, the dc- 
!i»of heat is generally the same. In the ^uter, Fahrcn* 
Nti's thenooometer rose to 182 degrees ; out of it the smoke 
r vapour near the surface, stood at 90. Several spriiig« 
leno much agitated, that the tliermometer cannot be in^ 
BOdueed. The water in this quarter, however, is some- 
riot hotter than that of any otlier springs in Iceland.^ 

Pardon cf Francis Smith, for killing T. Millwood ; 

See Page G5 of the present Number. 
ImIi •• ikm icaU&ction of the people at large, he rcce'iTcd a pardon on 
W»d— iday the 2dth instant, upon condition of ryoiaiiiiiii; in i>risfm one 
twdTcmomli \ and thus it appears, that the intent of the Jur^'i fiiit ver- 
AdL htt been tety properly acted u^ion. 

JKw rnni accurate Discoveries 7tpon the Teak of 

Tenebiffe, 
y[* CoRDiER, in May last, 1803^ a«;ccnded to the sum- 
nit of this mountain, on a scicutiiic survey. He found 
he height of the Peak to be 1901 toises above the levd 
of the sea. The crater, which is of an elliptic form, is 
dMMt 1200 feet in circumference, and 1 10 in dcj)th ; its 
e%es are perfectly steep in the inside, and consists of a 
■mr.wUte earth, the residt of the decomposition of the 
bbdkest and hardest vitreous and porphyrilis lava — crystals 
of sulphtir covered all the surrounding rocks. M. Cordicr 
liid to the bottom of the crater, from wlicnce issued a warm 
idplmreous vapour, proceeding tlirougli innumerable cre- 
videt, from, he supposes, tlie depth of several leagues, and 
leiaiaing a great intensity of heat. Tlie thLTinonieter, ex- 
poied in a crevice, speedily rose to 80 degrees, and would 
hire risen higher had the length of the tube admitted ; tl»e 

vapour 
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vapour consisted solely of sulphur and water, perfecdjr ii 
sipid^ without containing; as Was supposed, sulphurm 
acid, soda, or hydrogea gas. 

M. Cordier contradicts, in the most decided termsy d 
current opinion as to the intensity of the cold, the wmi 
ness of spirituous liquors, and the difficulty of respiiatk 
on the Peak— ^he did not experience the least iocoi 
venicnce from the cold vapours, or rarity of the air ; m 
he ridicules the report respecting the appearance of d 
sun's disk being seen from this elevated spot. 

M. Cordier was three hours on the summit of the P^ 
the snow in the channels cut in the mountain by thekfi 
which on his ascent was hard, had become thawed on 1e 
descent, so far, that in moving ovier it, he repeatedly son 
a foot or two ; the guide clambered up and down the roda 
and was horrorcd at the temerity of his companion, in vet 
turing on the snow, which probably covered^ysses of ui 
measurable depth. 

MAD FOXES ON THE BORDERS OF SWITZBRLANOt. 

Accounts from hence, dated Dec. 21, 1803, say--^*T1i 
number of this species is lately said to have become 00 U 
mcrcus in the Yalais country, that the natives have gM 
tliem the name of Rcnards enrages; they approach fk 
houses of the inhabitants in broad day, and attack boll 
man and beast : only one man, however, has yet been fil 
ten. The Officers of Health have already dissected Ml 
of these animals, and have found all the symptoms of MM 
ness in the process. To ascertain the fact beyond dispell 
they lately confined some dogs and a pig, which hdm 
wounded by these furious animals, the symptoms that m 
lowed, have been closely observed; but whether thejfp 
actly resemble those of the hydrophobia, does not % 
' appear. 

Sai 
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Since the abovemcntioncd alarm has gone forth, the 
»wis8 Government, yrho seem to have no doubt of the fact, 
lave issued a monition, stating, that in the districts of 
liorsey and Cossany, where these animals have been most 
tequently seen, as there is a probabihty tliat the hares 
iko may have been affected, it will be advisable not to eat 
my of the latter for the present ; and in the interim, 
na-keepers and others, are strictly forbidden to bring any 
nfes to their tables. 



ECCENTRIC OBITUARY. 

A Mf^ Edwards, a respectable Dyer, of Sherrard-street, 
Soiden^uare, was interred on Tuesday, Jan. 17, at 
Lmbelih Church. By his will, he directed that his fuue- 
nl procession should stop at the Magpies, in Bridg* -street, 
Wcrtminster, and the mourners be regaled uith a gallon of 
farter^ which they were to drink at the door of the house ; 
Aqr were then to proceed on a loyiff (rot along the bridge 
tetbe Jolly Sawyers in Lambeth Walk, there to hav»; an- 
gallon of beer ; from thence to the grave, ^here, 
Inb interment, a pint of gin was to be drank by them 
his gimye, wishing him a pleasant journcj/! The re- 
WW literally complied with. 

Mr. John Barker, formerly a Farmer, near Bawtry, 
kTorUiire, died lately. — Though possessed of considcr- 
Merluded property, some time before his death he was 
Mfttandy complaining of poverty ; and a very short timo 
ifp$i tfctoally borrowed six guineas to reheve his exigen- 
Mk Immediately after his dcuth, lOOu guineas uere 
famid in the seat of his armed-chair, and two b..gs con- 
(tilling 500 each, upon which was written the woru sounds 
HOBling good weight, with several othir sums, besides 
/500 in Bank notes, and a cr^nsiderable quantity of bilver 
in his bureau. 

Vol. II. N JVondt^rm, 
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Wonderful Discovery of a MunnnKy after the Body had been 
buried thirty Days. 

\^Communicated by Carolus.] 

The most cxtraorcUiiary Discovery of a Murder committed upon the Body of 
Mrs. Joan Norkctt, as it appeared on Evidence, at a Trial at Hertford 
Assizes, before Lord Chief Justice Htde, the 4th Year of K'uig Charles 
the First. — Attested by Serjeant Matnaro. 

The case, or rather the history of a case that occurred 
in Hertfordshire, I thought good to report here, (though 
it happened the 4th year of King Cliarles the First,) that 
tlic memory of it may not be lost, by miscarriage of my 
papers, or otherwise, I wrote the evidence tliat was given, 
which I and many others also did hear; and I wrote ex- 
actly to what was deposed at this trial at the Bar, in the 
King's Bench ; viz. 

Joan Norkett, wife of Arthur Norkett, being murdered, 
the question was, how she came by her deatli ? The Cotfo- 
ncr's inquest, on view of tlie body, and depositions of 
Mary Norkett, John Oakham, and Agnes his wife, in- 
clined to find Jpan Norkett, Fclo dc se ; for tliey informed 
the Coroner and the Jury, that she was found dead in her 
bed, and her throat cut, and tiie knife sticking in the 
floor of the room : That the night before she was so found* 
she went to bed with her child, now Plaintiff in this Ap- 
peal, her husband being absent, and that no other person 
(after such time as she Avas gone to bed,) came into the 
house, the examinants lying in the outer room, and they 
must needs have seen or known if any stranger had come 
in. Whereupon the Jury gave up to the Coroner their 
verdict, ** that slie was Ftlo de se.'' 

But afterwards, upon rumour among the neighboun^ 
und tlieir observation, divers circumstances, M'hich mani* 
fi\st(.d that she did not, (nor according to those circum- 
statircs) could possibly murder herself; thereupon the 

Juiy 
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[wliose verdict was not drawn into form by the Coro- 
desired the Coroner, that the body which was buried", 

be taken up out of the grave, which the Coroner as- 
[ to : and thirty days after her death, she was taken 
1 the presence of the Jury, and a great number of 
3; whereupon the Jury changed their verdict. 
e persons that were tried at Hertford Assizes, were 
ted ; but so much against the evidence, that the 
J let fall his opinion, ^' That it was better that an 
d were brought, than so foul a murder should escape 
lished." And Pasch. 4 Car. they were tried on the 
il, which was brought by the young child against the 
, grandmother, and aunt, and her husband Oakham. 
1 because the evidence was so strange, I took parti- 
notice of it, and it was as followeth : — After the mat- 
jovemcntioncd were related, an ancient and grave 
I, Minister to the parish, wliere the fact; was com- 
l, being sworn to give evidence according to the 
0, deposed, Tliat the body being taken up out of 
•ave thirty days after the party's death, and lying on 
ass, and the four Defendants present, they were re- 
l each of them to touch the dead body. OakhamV 
ell on her knees, and prayed to God, to jshew tokens 
r inoocence, or to some such purpose (as her very 
I forgot). The parties did touch tbedead body^ 
upon the brow of tlie dead, which was before of a 
md carrion colour, (that was the verbal expression^ 
nim's, of the witness,) began to have a dew, or gentle 
, arise upon it, wliich increased by degrees, till the 
ran down in drops on the face, and the brow turned 
hanjred to a livelv and fresh colour, and the dead 

ep€ne4 one of her ej/eSy and shut it again; and this 
ig of the eyes was done three several times. She 
se thrust out tlie ring, or marriage finger, three 

and pulled it in again ^nd the finger, and dropped 
N 2 blood 



92 WONDERFUL DISCOVERY OF A MURDERf 

blood from it on tlie grass. Hyde ( Nicholas) ^ Chief Jiuk 
tice, seeming to doubt the evidence^ askc*d ^be witness, 
•* Who saw thb besides you ?'* — 1st Witness — " I caunot 
swear what others saw, but^ my Lord, I believe the whole 
compsAiy saw it ; and if it had been thought doubtfu]^ 
proof would have been made of it, and many would haTe 
contested with me." Then the witness observing 
admiration in the auditon>, spoke thus :•— '^ My Lord, 1 1 
Minister of the parish, long knew all theparties* but] 
had any occasion of dis^iicaburc against any of them, nor 
had to do with tliem, nor they witli mc ; but as I was Mi« 
nister, the thing was wonderful to me ; but I have no in- 
terest in the mutter, but as called upon to testify the trutli^ 
which I have done." 

The witness was a reverend prrson, as T guess about 70 
years of age; his testimony was delivered gravely and 
temjjerately, but to the great admiration of the auditory. 
Whereupon applying himself to t le Chief Justice, ho ssid^ 
" My Lonl, my brother here, is Minister of the nejEt 
parish adjacent ; and I am sure saw all done that I hmr^ 
affirmed." Whereupon that person w;ts sworn to give 
evidence, and did depose in everv ptint; viz. tlie sweat- 
ing of the brow, tlie changing of the colour, opening of 
theeye.s, .nicl the tlirice motions of the fincrcr, and drawing 
it in again ; only the Urs\ witn-ss addeil, that' lie dipped 
his finger in the bluod tiuit eaine front the dead body, and 
^wore, ne believed it was really blood. I conferred after- 
wards with Sir Vowel!, Bcirristerat Law, anu otliers, who 
all concurred ii> this ouservation ; and for myself, if I were 
upon oath, can depose, that tliese de|)ositions (especially, 
the first witness) are truly reported in substance. 

The other evidence was given agamst the prisoner, vi«. 
ii;;ainst the grandmother of the Plaintiif, and agahist Oak- 
}iam and his wife, that tiiey confessed they lay in the next 
f com t6 the dead person that night, and that none came into 

tlie 
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tbe hou£e, till they fouad her dead 0ext morning ; there* 
fore, if she did not murder herself, they must be the mur- 
derers ; and U> that end further proof was made. — First,. 
that abe lay iu a cainpobed manner i^ her bed, the bed* 
clothes nothing at all disturbed, and her child by her in the 
bedw — Secondly, that her tlTroat w^s cut from ear to ear, 
and her neck broken ; and if she first cut her throat, she. 
could not break her neck in the bed, nor e cmiha.^^ 
Thirdly, there was no blood in tha bed, saving, there was 
a tincture of blood on the bolster whereon her head lay ; 
but no other substance of blood at all. — Fourthly, from the 
bed's head there was a stream of blood on the floor, which 
run along on the floor, till it ponded on the bending of the 
floor, to a very great quantity, and there was also another 
stream of blood on the floor at the. bed's feet, which ponded 
also on the floor, to another great quantity ; but no conti- 
nuance or continuation of blood of either of those two 
places, from one to the other, neither upon the bed, so that 
abe bled in two places severally : And it was deposed, turn- 
ing up the mat of the bed, there were clots of congealed 
blood in the straw of the mat underneath. — Fifthly, the 
bloody knife, in the morning, was found sticking in the 
floor, a good distance from the bed ; but the point of the 
k^e, as it stuck in the floor, was towards the bed, and 
the haft from tlie bed. — Lastly, there was a print of a 
thumb and four fingers of a left-hand on the dead person^s 
left hand. 

Hyde, Chief Justice, to tlie Witness — " How can you 
know the print of a left-hand from the print of a rights 
hand in this c;ise ?" 

Witness. — ^* My Lord, it is hard to describe ; but if it 
please that Honourable Judge to put his Itjt-hand on your 
h/t-handy ifou caniiot possibly place your right-hand in iJie 
^iune postures which being done, and appearing so, the 
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Defendants had time to make their defence ; but gave no 
evidence to any purpose. 

The Jury departed from the box, and returning, ac- 
quitted Oakham, (the aunt's husband,) and found tlie 
other three guilty ; who being severally demanded what 
they could say why judgment should not be pronomiced ? 
-^iich of them said nothing ; but I did not do it — I did 
not do it. Judgment was then given, and the grand* 
Dwtherand husband were executed ; but the aunt had the 
privilege to be spared from execution, being with child, 
.^rvrw^.^^^-^^^ CAROLtJS. 

A PROGRESSIVE WATER-SPOUT. 

On the 5th of May, 1752, about seven in the evenings 
a ivater-spout fell from the clouds on Deeping Fen, in the 
county of Lincoln, and took its progress hi a very indirect 
manner, to the county bank or dike, whence it carried every 
thing that lay loose thereon, such as straw, hay, and stub- 
ble, violently before it. When it came into the middle oP 
Flowbit Wash, where it was first seen, it was a dreadful 
sight to behold this moving meteor there fixed for several 
minutes, spouting out water to a considerable height, per- 
haps two yards ; so that it seemed as if the law of nature 
was inverted, to see water ascending, and all the time at- 
tended witli a terrible noise. — Upon the second rout, it 
made to the river ; on its arrival there, it discovered its 
length with some certainty, for it reached from side to 
side, the river being about three yards over ; in its march- 
ing along it drove the water before it in a rapid torrent, 
tearing m its passage a fishing-net : when it arrived at the 
church, it there stopped again, but not above a minute, 
whence it arose, and made its passage through the space 
that is between the church and the parsonage house, with- 
out doing hurt to either ; so that however natural the cause 
may be, yet surely its progressioa could not be without 

the 
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tlie direction of him who rides in the whirlwind, and directs 
the storm. On its departing hence, the straw, liay, and 
bubble fell down upon the land in showers. This strange 
phenomenon ascended not far . before it fell down again 
upon the land ; in passing through a small tract of seed 
turnips, it broke in its way the stems from the roots. A 
gate it forced from off its hinges, and a stone it broke to 
pieces, and when at a distance it looked like a pillar of 
smoke ; when it passed a little beyond Molton Chapel, it 
evaporated into a cloud, and was succeeded by a rioledt 
storm of hail, and after that of rain. 



Account ofTvro Dwarfs and a surpming Negro, exhibit^ 
in this Cityy in December 1751 j 

jA. Dwarf from Glamorganshure, in his 15th year, tw^o 
foot six inches high, weighing only 12lb. ; yet very pro- 
portionable. 

John Coan, a Norfolk dwarf, aged 23, weighed last 
year, with all his clothes, but 34lb. ; and his height with 
his hat, shoes and wig on, was but 38 inches ; his body is 
perfectly strait, he is of a good complexion, and sprivrhtly 
temper, sings tolerably, and mimicks a cock's crowing 
very exactly. A child 3 years 8 months old, of an ordi- 
nary size with his clothes on, weighed 36lb. ; and his 
height without any thing on his head was 37 inches 7-JOtli.s, 
which, on comparison, gives an idea of the \smallness of 
this dwarf. 

A Negro, who, by a most extraordinary and singular di- 
latation and contraction of the deltoid aiid biceps muscles 
of the arm, those of tl>e back, 2cc. clas])s his hands full to- 
getber» throws them over his head and back, and brings 
them in that position under liis feet : this he repeats back- 
wards or forwards as often as the sjiectatprs dcsiro, and 
ividi the greatest facility. 

TILE 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE REAL ROBINSON CRUSO£« 
As ihe/ahihu* History of Robinson CictMOE, written bj Daniel De Foe^ 
has afTordcd so .much entertainment to the public, for so many yeaxB past^ 
and hx« proved uncommonly amusing, the true Account df the real Origin 
ut'that Story, with tlie suiTorings of the adventurous persom wlio gave rise 
tp it, will, no doubt, add to the pleasing effect of your T6ry interesting 
Miscellany. _..._^ Yours, Ac. Cukiosa. 

Hfr. Alexander Selkirk, who was originaUt/ Master of a Merchantman^ 
in the Rrign fifKhg WUliam the Third ^ harmg had a Dreamy that the Ship he 
mason board qf would be lotty he desired to be left am a desolaie Idami^ in ike 
South Seas^ where he Iked Four Years and Four Months^ without «eed^ ike Face 
qfMan^ the Ship being a^ftei wards caxt awai/y cs he dreamed. He foas afttncardt 
miraculously preserved and redeemed from that fatal Place^ by two Bristol PrtssS" 
teers, caiUd The Duke and Duchess ; that took the rich Aquapulco Ship, Vforth 
100 Ton ofOoldy and brought it to England.^Attested by tnost of the'eminesH 
Merchants upon the Eoyal JBxchange. 

In the voyage of the Duke and Dachess privateers belong- 
ing to Bristol, who took the rich Aqaapulco ship, tiiey 
came to an island called Juan Fernandez ; where sending 
their pinnace on shore, she returned, after some time, 
bringing with her a man clothed in goat-skins, who seemed 
afi wild as the goats themselves. 

Being brought on board the Duke, be said, he had been 
on the island four years and four months, having been felt 
there by Captain Stradling, in a ship called the Cinque- 
Ports, about tlie year 1705, of which ship he was master ; 
and Captain Dampier, who was then with him, and now on 
board the Duke, told Captain Rogers, heVas the best mao 
then on board tlie. Cinque-Ports, who immediately agreed 
with him to be a mate on board the Duke. His name 
was Alexander Selkirk, a' Scotchman ; and the manner of 
bis being found there, was by his making a fire the Digbt 
before, when he saw the two privateers aforesaid* judging 
them to be English, by which, judging it to be an babiu 
able island, they had sent their boat to see ; and so be 
came miraculously to be redeemed fr<»n that solitary audi 

tedioua. 



OlCtGlNAL ItOBtNSdN CRUSOE. 97 

t^dibtis confinement, who otherwise, in all prbbaLility, 
ihust have miserably ended his life there. He said, that 
daring his stay there, he had seen several ships pass by, 
but only two of them came in to anchor, which be judg^ 
cd to be Spaniards^ atid retired from therii, upon which 
they fired at him ; had they been French, he said he 
would havci submitted himself; but chose rather to ha- 
zard dying on the island, than to fall into the hands 
of the Spaniards in those parts, because he believed they 
would either murder him^ or make him a slave in their 
mines. The Spaniards landed so near him, before he 
knc'w where they were, that he had much ado to escape ; 
for they ndt oiily sliot at him, but pursued him into the 
woods, where he climbed up to the top of a tree, at 
the foot of which they made water, and killed several 
goats just by, but went off without discovering him.-^ 
He told them, that he was born at Largp, in the county 
of Fife in Scotland, and was bred a sailor from his youth. 
The reason of his being left on this melancholy island, 
was a difference betwixt him and his captain, which, to- 
gether with the ship being leaky, made him willing 
rather to stay there than go along with him at first, and 
when he was at last willing to go, the captain would not 
receive him. He had been, he said, on the island to 
wood and water, when two of the ship's company were 
left upon it for six months, till the ship returned, being 
chaced there by two French South-sea ships. He had 
with him his clothes and b(?dding, with a firelock, some 
powder, bullets, and tobacco, a hatchet, a knife, a kettle, 
a bible, some practical pieces, and his mathematical 
instmments and book^. He diverted and provided for 
himself as well as he could ; but for the first eight months 
he had much ado to bear up against melancholy, and the 
terror of being left alone in such a desolate place. He 
built two huts with Piemento trees, covered them with 
Vol. n. O loD^ 
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long grass, and lined them with tlie skins of goat^ 
which he killed with his gun as he wanted, so long as 
his powder lasted, which was but a pound ; and that be- 
ing near spent, he got fire by rubbing two sticks of Pie- 
mento wood together upon his knee. In the lesser hut> 
At some distance from the other, he dressed his victuals, 
and in the larger lie slept, and employed himself in 
reading, singing psalms, and praying; so that he said be 
was a better Christian while in this solitude, or than, 
he was afraid, he should ever be again. At first he 
never cat any thing till hunger constrained him, partly 
for grief and partly for want of food and salt; nor did he 
go to-bed till he could watch no longer ; the Piemento 
wood, which burned very clear, served him both for 
firing and candle, and refreshed him with its fragrant 
smell. He might have had fish enough, but could not 
eat them for want of salt, because they occasioned.* 
looseness, except craw fish, which are there as large as 
our lobsters, and very good : these he sometimes boiled, 
and at other times broiled, as he did his goat's flesh, of 
which he made very good broth, for they are not so rank 
as ours : he kept an account oi five hundred that he 
killed while there, and caught as many more, which he 
marked on the ear and let go. When his powder fail* 
ed, he took them by speed of foot ; for his way of living, 
and continual exercise of walking and running, cleared 
him of all gross humours, so than he ran with wonder* 
ful swiftness through the woods, and up the rocks and 
bills, as we perceiyed when we employed him to catch 
goaisfor us. We had a bull-dog, which we sent with 
several of our nimblest runners, to help bini in catching 
^oats ; but he distanced and tired both the dog and the 
men, calched the goats and brought them to us on bis 
back* He told us, that his agility in pursuing a goat had 
once like^ to have cost him his life ; he pursued it with 
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SO much eagerness^, that he catched hold of it at the 
brink of a precipice^ of which be was not aware> the 
bashes having hid it from him ; so fliat he fell with the 
goat down the precipice a great height^ and was 8o 
stunned and bruised with the fall^ that be narrowly es-*' 
caped with his life ; and, when he came to his senses^ 
found the goat dead under him. He lay there about 
twenty-four hours, and was scarcely able to crawl to hit. 
hut, which was about a mile distant, or to stir abroad 
agaiu in ten days. He came at last to retish his meat 
well enough without salt or bread, and, in the 8eason,had 
plenty of good turneps, which had been sowed there by 
Captain Dampier's men, and have now overspread some 
acres of ground. He had eaough of good cabbages. fromi 
tbe cabbage trees, and seasoned the medt with the bark 
of the Piemento trees, which is the same as the Janraici^ 
pepper, and smells deliciously. He found there also a 
black pepper, called Malagita, which was very good to 
expel wind, and against griping of the guts. He soon 
wore out all his shoes and cloaths by running through 
the woodt ; and, at last, being forced to shift without 
diem, his feet became so hard, that he ran every whera 
without annoyance ; and it was some time before be 
could wear shoes after we found him ; for, not being used 
to any so long, his feet swelled, when he came first td 
wear them again. After he had conquered his melan^ 
choly, he dtYcrted himself sometimes by cutting his 
name on the tress, and the time of his being left and con* 
tinuance there. He was at £rst pestered with cats and 
rats^ that had bred in great numbers from some of each 
species which had got a-shore from the ships that pm in 
there to; wood and vr^Mtt. The raU gnawed his feetlmd 
cloBtha, while asleep, which obliged him to cherish the 
cats with hit goats flesh; by which many of tibeqi b&f 
Mine so taoie^llMtfliejL tumid lie abodt hifli in hundred^ 

Oa ^- \ . >nd^ 
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aud soon delivered him from the rats. He likewise tamed 
some kids^ and^ to divert himself^ would now and then 
sing and dance with hi« cats; so that by the care of Pro- 
Tidence^ and vigour of his youtb| being now but about 
thirty years old^ he came at last to conquer all the in? 
conveniences of his solitude^ and to be very easy. When 
his cloaths wore out^ he made himself a coat and cap of 
goats-skins^ which he stitched together with little tliongs 
of the same^ that he cut with his knife. He had do other 
needle but a nail^ and, when his knife was wore to the 
back^ he made others, as well as he could^ of some iron 
hoops that were left ashore^ which he b«at thin and 
ground upon stones. Having some iinnen icloth bj him, 
he sewed himself shirts with a nail^ and' stitched them* 
with the worsted of his old stockings^ which he polled 
out on purpose. He had his last shirt on when we found 
him in the island. At his first coming on board ns^^be 
had so much forgot his language for want of ase, that 
we could scarce understand hira> for he seemed to spedr 
his words by halves. We offered him a dram^ but he 
Would not touch it^ having drank nothing: but water- 
since his being there, and it was some limeibeforefae 
could relish our victuals. He could give us account of 
no other product of the island than what we hare nien* 
tioned, except small black plums, which are very goodj 
hut hard to come at, tiie trees which bear them growing 
on high mountains and rocks. Piemento trees are plenty 
here, .and wc saw one sixty feet high, and about tiro 
yards thick ; and cotton trees highev, and • near four tm* 
thorn round in the stock. The elimaie is so good; that 
the^tr^es and grass are verdant all the year. The wmlef 
lastk no longer than June, or July, and is^not thense* 
vere, there being only a small frost and a little-hail/ but 
tiometim^s great rains. '. The he;it!of the summer is equals 
ly xnbderate^ mnd thetb b- not joitto)i thunder ovtempcstu* 
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oas weather of any sort. He saw no venomous or savage 
creature on the island^ nor any other sort of beast but 
goats^ &c. as above-mentioned ; the first of which had 
been put a-shore here on purpose for* a breed by John 
Fernando^ a Spaniard^ who settled there with some fami* 
lies for a time, till the continent of Ghili began to submit 
to the Spaniards s which^ being more profitable^ tempted 
them to quit thi^ island^ which is capable of maintaining 
a good number of people^ and of being made so strong 
that they oonld not be easily dislodged. Bingrose^iii 
his account of Captain Sharp's voyage and other Buccal 
neers, mentions ontfj who had escaped ashore here, out 
of a ship which was cast away with all .the rest of the 
company^ and says^ he lived five years alonej. before h^ 
had the opportunity of another ship to carry him off. 
Capt. Dampier talks of a MoskitO' Indian^ that belonged 
to Capt. Watiin; who^ being hunting in the wood^ 
when the Captain left the island^ lived there three yeafs 
alonei and shifted much in the same manner as Mr. Sel- 
kirk did, till Capt. Dampier came hither, in 1684, and 
carried him off. The,first« that went ashore, was one of 
his countrymen, and they saluted one another, first by 
prostrating themselves by turns on the ground, and then 
by embracing. But, whatever there is in these stories, 
this of Mr. Selkirk I know to be true ; and his behaviour 
»ftorwards gives me reason to believe the account, he 
gave me, how he spent hisf time, and bore up under such " 
an affliction, in whioh Nothing but the Divine Providence 
could have supported any man. By this one 'may see, 
that solitude, and retirement from' the worid, is not an 
tinsufferable state of life, as most men imagine, especi- 
ally when people are 'fairly thrown into it unavoidably, 
as this man was.; who,' in all probability, must otherwise 
have perished in tbe'eeab,' the ship, which left him; be^ 
jog cast away«iipi teng after; a&d^ Ufw ef the company 

escapcdt 
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escaped. We may perceive, by this story, the truth of 
the Maxim, That necessity is the mother of invention; 
since he found means to supply his wants in a very natu*^ 
rai manner, so as to maintain his hfe ; though not so 
conveniently, yet as effectually, as we are able to do 
with the help of all our arts and society. It may likewise 
instruct us, how much a plain and temperate way of 
living conduces to the health of the body, and the vigoui 
of the mind ; both which we are apt to destroy by excess 
and plenty, especially of strong liquor, and the variety^ 
as well ^as the nature, of our meat and drink ; for this 
man, when he came to our ordinary method of diet and 
life, though he was sober enough, lost much of his strength 
and agility. 



Upon the AvciEifT mode, and progkess of buil^inci 

DWELLING HOUSES in ENGLAND. 

J\S one of the plates of our present number contains m 
TJew of the Cross in Cheapside and some of the antiquo 
houses of the Citizens, undoubtedly looked upon as per- 
fect models in their time, some account of the progress of 
fashion in that art may not be disagreeable to the reader^ 
whose time or avocations may not admit of researches 
among the cumbrous volumes of antiquity. 

Though the extent or convenience of houses is a ge* 
neral indication of the condition of the inhabitants with* 
in, it is an undoubted fact, that notwithstanding the 
inferiority of the domestic buildings in England to those 
of the continent, was evident even down to the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, no nation upon earth fed or fared 
better than the English. On the contrary, it was said of 
the common people among the French by Sir John For* 
fescue, in his treatise de Laudibus Legum Anglic j '^ that 
tbey^ theFrench drink water — they eat apples with bread 

right 
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right brown, made of rje. They eat no flesh but seldom ; 
a little lard, or the entrails or heads of beasts, slain for 
the nobles and merchants of the land*. And they be com- 
pelled so to watch, labour and grub in the ground for 
their sustenance that their, nature is iHuch wasted — they 
grow crooked, are feeble and not able to fight." 

But to return to our ancient mode of building in old 
time says Harrison, in his description of England, pre* 
fixed to Hollinshed, the houses of the Britons were slight- 
ly set up with a few posts, several hurdles, with a stable 
and all offices under one roof, the like is to be seea in 
the fenny countries and northern parts unto this day, 
where, for lack of wood tliey are enforced to continue 
this ancient manner of building. — For want of stuff they 
can use no studs at all but only frank posts, with here 
and there a girding, to which they fasten their splints, . 
or saddles and then cast it all over with thick clay to 
keep out the wind. Certainly this rude kind of building 
made the Spaniards in Queen Mary's days, express their 
turprize, but chiefly when they saw what rare diet was 
used in many of these homely cottages, and which caused 
one of note among them to say *' These English, have 
their houses made of sticks and dirt, but generally fore 
as well as the king." 

It was not till the reign of Henry VHL that glazed 
windows came into general use among the wealthier sort. 
Somewhat later than that period both yeomen and far- 
mers were content with windows of lattice or network.— 
Rooms also, that were provided with chimnies are men- 
tioned as a luxury by the author of Pierce Plowman, and 
Harrison treats them as such by his remarks as follows, 

« Now 

• Here it is to be noted that the practice of eating of offal, so necessary 
fur the lower orders of people when meat is at a very high price, was first 
latrodKced iato this country by the French emigrant Weavers tha;t camf 
over here, as persecuted Protectants in the reign of William and Mary. 
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*^ Now have we many chimnies and yet our tenderlings 
complain of rheums, catarrhs, and colds in the head. 
formerly we had none but rere dosses a kind of iron 
hack, or brick coating against a wall made to resist fire. 
Then our heads did not ache; for as the smoke was sup- 
posed to be a sufficient hardening for the timbers of the 
house, so it was thought a better mediciae to keep the 
good man and his family from the ague, a disorder at 
that time, but little known." 

In houses partly made of rafters and clay as abovesaidj 
it is not to be supposed that the furniture was very costly. 
Our fathers, says the above author, yea and we Ottr- 
selves have often lain upon straw pallets, or rough TUBla, 
covered only with a sheet, and coverlets made of dag 
zwain or hop harlots, and a good round log under their 
heads instead of a bolster or pillow. And if a man seven 
years afte& his marriage, purch<ised a mattrass or a flock 
bed adding thereto a sack of chaff to rest his bones upon, 
he thought himself as well lodged as a lord of the town, 
who perchance lay seldom on a bed of down or whole 
feathers. Servants were content with an upper sheet 
only, having none underneath to save them from the 
pricking straws that often ran through the canvas of the 
pallet. 

In the external part of the building, the progress of 
improvement was from clay to lalh and plaister, snch as 
distinguish the ancient houses in Cheapside, represiented 
in our plate, and such as are still to be seen in Holywell 
Street, the Strand, &c. At first rude rafters only formed 
the cielings; those of mortar and lime were a later cus^ 
torn. Country houses were generally covered with shin* 
gles or thin boards, but slates and tiles were soon found 
necessary in towns and cities to prevent damages by fire. 
These latter buildings were very solid and consisted of 
many stories projecting over each other so far that in 

narrow 
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narrow lanes, 8cD. the windows on each side nearly vaftt. 
Tiie walls in wealthy houses were decorated eitlier with 
tapestry, arras, or painted cloths, exhibiting divers his- 
tories, or herbs, beasts^ &c.- Till pewter was introduced, 
both yeoman and peasants put up with wooden trenchers 
and platters. Silver plate, cliina, and deltt have sue-* 
ceeded : and, generally speaking, the conveniencies with-* 
in, have kept pace with the improvements without^ 

To render this sketch complete, it may be proper to 
observe, that the cumbrous brick building with casement 
windows, sucoeeded those of lath and plaister, while the 
more modern mode at once united elegance and capa- 
ciousness. 

Aicient and Modem HiBtory furniih arconnli sf desperate undertaking! by 
iodividuais; but none exhibits ao reaot^ute and determined an adventurer at 
il2o|onei Blood ; who, if hit punuita had been direeted to a laodable purpose, 
fvPVW have intituled hit memory to have ranked with the greatest names, 
{.-Mk aa to oonrage and plana of operation. Cromwell himtelf was not pot- 
■^■ed of greater requisites to obtain a great name ; and did not come so spar 
I M;tUa desperate of all rpgneii 

' ^ CQl^OV^h T90MAB BLOOD. 

dafiag niffiah \ra8 notoriout for seizing the person 
i^DdKe of OriQond*^ with an intention to hang him 



M,/.- ' at 

'^|^fcths^6th of Oecenber, 16fOj an aarali was made in the open streets 

4^tte Wkt of Ormond, of a very aingnlar natare, whether we coosider thia 

iWffhhli €i 0&e attiempt, or te Tilhuiy and barbarity of fhe design. The chief 

^Ul^ei stnd manager of this monstrous enterprise, was one Tliomus Blood, a 

Uncksniith's son in Ireland ; a fellow of a fearless courage, but ot that wont 

^it» which is equally undaunted at dangers or at crimes. 

■^e had signalised himself once before by a bold attempt in which ho rescued 
^'^^ of his wicked comrades in Yo^shire from the sheriflfs men, as tliey were 
l^^tlmg him to the gallows* After this be laid a design in Ireland to surprise 
"^^ Castle of Dublin, and the magaziue there, and to usurp the government : 
^^t this being discovered by the Duke of Ormond the night before it was to be 
^^^cuted, some of his aecomplices were taken, and executed as troitors. The 
^^dtbs of these. Blood and the other surviving rogncS) boimd thciuselvci by a 
V«U II. P solenwi " 
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at Tyburn, and for stealing the crown out of the Towen . 
He was tery near being successful in both these enter-* 
prises : it was with no small difficulty that the duke es- 
capedy and the crown was wrested from his hands. 

The cunning of thit boldest of all thieves was 
equal to his intrepidity. He told the king, by whoai 
he was examined, that he had undertaken to kill 
him ; and that he went with that purpose to a place 
in the river where he bathed i but was struck with so pro- 
found an awe upon sight of his (naked) majesty, that hit 
resolution failed him^ and he entirely laid aside his de* 
sign : that he belonged to a band of- ruffians equally des- 
perate with himself^ who had bound themselves by the 
strongest oaths to revenge the death of any of their asso- 
ciates. Upon this he received the royal pardon^ and had' 

«olemn oath to revenge upon the penon of the Duke. That nobleman Imd 
at Clarendon House, and was observed by Blood to go usually late home, aid 
attended with only two or three footmen, wliich gave that villain occasiob l» 
lay a plot for the working his intended revenge. 

To this end, himself, with five or six more of hit associates, well moanted and 
armed, waited at the Bull Head Tavern at Cbaftig-Croas, till the Duke caino 
by, and then all took horse and galloppcd after him. They overtook him near, 
bis own gate, knocked down his footmen, took bin out of hit coacb, fefced 
him up behind oiie of the horsemen, to whom they tied him, and were ikUi^ 
sway with him. The coachman and srrvants crying out, the porter came forUi^ 
and seeing what was dune, pursued them. The Duke strove so violently to 
free himself, that at la^t he got looae, aud threw liimself with the villain be mu 
tyed to, off the horse. The rest turned back, and finding it impossible to carrj. 
him away, discharged two pistols at him ; but it being so dark, that tbej ooold 
not see to take aim, they missed him both times, llie porter and other anitt 
ance coming up, they were gUd to make haste away, leaving the Duke mach- 
bniised with his fail. Their de&igii, as it was afterwards found, was to canj 
tiim to Tybnrta, and there tq hang him with a paper pinned to his breast^ ei^ 
presaing the reasons of this monstrous piece of viliany. The king offered % 
thousand pounds for the discovery of any one concerned in it. But with to 
horrible a fidehty were tliese wretches linked togctlier, that so great a reward 
produced no discovery ; and they had beeii for ever unknown, had not tha 
attempt on the crown led Blood to the confeauoa of this attempt on tha 
Duke. 

a hand* 
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tf Imttdfcmie peiiaipii. assigned him of 5001. per year. H6 
was now no longer considered as an impudent criminal^ 
Imt as a oonrt favourite; and application was made to 
the throne by tlyr mediation of Mr. Blood*^ Ob. £4 
A«g. 1680. 

'. The particulars of bis attempt on the crown and regalia. 
in the Tower of London^ is related by Mr. £dwards him.'* 
self, at that time^ keeper. 

" Abaut three w.eek§ before he put his intended plan in 
execution^ he came to the Tower as a stranger^ to see 
the curiosities^ habited as a clergyman^ with a long 
doak^ cassock, and canonical girdle^ and brought a wo- 
man with him, whom be called his wife, though it after- 
wards appeared his real wife was ill at the time in Lail* 
casbire: his pretended wife after seeihg the crown, &c» 
feigned a sudden indisposition, and desired Mr. Edwards 
to procure her some spirits, who immediately caused his 
wife to fetch some; after which, appearing to be some- 
what recovered, Mrs. Edwards invited her up stairs, 
' where she pretended to repose herself for some time on a 
bed; afblr which they departed, with great thanks for 
Idlt attention received. 

Ib three or four days after. Blood called on Mrs. Ed- 
wards, with a present of four pair of white gloves; and 
leaving began the acquaintancci made frequent visits to 
improve it, accompanied by bis pretended wife, who pro- 

• Dr. Walter Pope, in his "Ufo of Biihop Ward,*' mfofms tfa, "that 
BWo4 bmog id a tiidden btcotne a great favoarite at ooart» and the chief agent 
of tfaa disBenten, brought the bishop a veibal menage from the king not to 
noleit them; upon whidi he went to waif on his majesty, and hmablj repre^ 
eemed to him, that there wera oUy two fronMesome nonconfonusti to hie 
dioeeMWfWbom he doabted sot, with his majettj't permissioiv hat that ha 
#hoiild brisg to their dot^; and then he named them. 7\eseere tltwryfaiR* 
repUed the king, ynu aiuit tuK mcdiiXr Mi: to wilA he obeje4, lettrngths 
l iiese cu t i o h sgi^ thesi fidt.** 

Pa feA«l 



SOS COLONEL BLOOD* 

fessed she could never sufiiciently repay the kiAdnesi^ 
received. 

Blood, in one of his visits to the Edwards's, observed 
that his wife could discourse of nothing^ but the kindness* 
of the pood people in the Tower; adding she had thought 
on a plan to cement a lasting friendship between thein, 
which was; Mr. Edwards having a daughter at that time 
marriageable, that a match should take place betweea 
her and a pretended nephew of his^ who had from two 
to three hundred pounds a-year. 

This proposal was easily assented to by old Mr. Ed- 
wards, who invited the person to dine with him, which 
was readily accepted by our adventurer, who taking upoa 
him to say grace," performed it with great devotion^ and 
concluded a long winded one, with a prayer for the king,- 
queen, and royal family. After dinner he went to see 
the rooms, and observing a handsome pair of pistols^ he 
expressed a great desire to buy them, to present to a 
young lord, his acquaintance; but it was afterwards 
thought but to disarm the house against his intended 
depredation. "* * 

At his departure, which was with a cononical benedict 
tion of the good company^ he appointed a day and hour 
to bring his young nephew to his mistress; and it wa« 
that very day that he made his attempt, viz. the Qth of 
May, about seven in the morning. Anno 1673. 

The old man was got up ready to receive his guest, 
and the daughter had put herself into her best dress to 
entertain her gallant; when behold Parson Blood, with 
three more, came to the jewel-housq, all armed %vith 
rapier blades in tlieir canes, and every one a dagger and 
a pair of pocket-pistols. Two of his companio^is entered 
>itli him, and the^jthird staid at the door, it seems for a 
watch. The daughter thought it not modest for her to 
cume down till she was called, but sent her maid to view 

tkc 
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the company^ an/cl bring ber a de&cxiption of her intended 
husbaud. The maid conceived that he* was the intended . 
hridegroom who staid at the door^ because he was the 
youngest of the company, and returned to her young 
mistress with the character she had formed of hia 
person. 

Blood told Mr. Edwards, that they;. would apt go op 
stairs till his wife came, and. desired him to shew his 
friends the crown to pass the time. But as soon as they 
entered the room where the crown was kept, and the door 
as usual shut behind them, tney threw a cloak over the 
old man's head, and clapped a gag into his Hioath^ 
which was a great plug of wood, with a small hole in the 
middle to take breath ; this was tied with a wax leather 
round his neck, at the sanlift time tbey fastened an iro|^ 
w hook to his nose, that no sound might pass that way. 

When they had thus secured him, they told him their 
resolution was to take the crown, globe, and sceptre; and 
that if be Would quietly submit, they would spare his life; 
otherwise he was to expect no mercy. 

He thereupon made as much noise to be heard as pos* 
tible; on which they kgjbcked him down with a wooden 
mallet, and told him if he would lay quiet, they would 
Hill spcure his life, but if not, on the next attempt to make 
s noise they would kill him; hue be straining to ftiake 
a greater noise, they gave htm nine or ten strokes with 
tile mallet, as appeared afterwards by the bruises on his 
heady and stabbed him in the belly. 

Mr. Edwards was at this time al^ipst eighty years of 
age, and appearing not to breathe, one of then^paid he i% 
^a<], i'll warrant him , but coming a little to himselft 
he judged it prudent to lay quiet. 

One of them named Parrot cpscealed the globe in hit 
cloath^ Blood held thjt crown ilftder his cloak^ and the 
^d waf-abovtto file tbe sceptre in two^it being 309 
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long to put in a bag tbey had brought for the purpose^ 
But before they could accomplish this, young Mr. Ed- 
ivards, who had been into Flanders, providentially retunv^ 
cd to England, and arrived at the Tower to visit his aged 
father at the very time they were thus employed ; end 
coming to the jewel-house observed their centinel, and 
told him if he had any business with his father, he would 
go up stairs and inform him. In the mean tinxe the cen- 
tinel gave notice of the son^s arrival, on which they hasted 
away with the crown and globe, not having time to file 
the sceptre; and as they did not think of tying the old 
man's hands, he immediately got up, and cried TreasOnI 
Murder! 

His daughter on hearing him, ran out upon Tower Hill, 
and cried Treason ! the crowft is stolen ! and Blood, with ^ 
Parrot, making more than common haste, were observed * 
to jog against each other, which caused them to be sus- 
pected. By this time young Edwards, with a Captain 
Beckman, went in pursuit of the villains, and the alami 
being given to the warder at the drawbridge, he attempt* « 
ed to stop them, but Blood coming up to him, discharged 
a pistol, through fear of which Ite fell, though not hnrt^ 
and they got safe to the little ward-house-gate, where a 
soldier, who had served under Cromwell, seeing them 
shoot at the warder, though he stood centinel at the last 
gate, suffered them through cowardice to pass to Tower 
Hill, and were proceeding to St. Catharines, commonly 
called the Iron Gate, where their horses were in waiting; 
crying all the way they ran. Stop the Rogues! They 
being thought innocent by the disguise of Blood's cano^ 
nical robes, till Captain Beckman coming up to them. 
Blood discharged his second pistol at his head, but he 
stooping down avoided the shot, and seized the rogue 
tv'ho had the crown under hi& cloak, yet had he the ini'' 
jpudenoe to struggle a long time^ till the crown was fairly 

wrested 



^tested from him^ which when h€ loofled^'lie Mid it ww 
a gallant attempt how unsaccesaful soever; for it was (ot 
a oown* Panot was taken before Blood by a servant o£ 
€!apSain Sheabnm* Some innocent persons had neai^ 
suffered for the guilty; as young Edwards, overtaking % 
mmi who was blooded by the scuffle, was going to run 
him through as his father's murderer, but was 8taye4 
by Captain Beckman^ who exclaimed, he is none of 
thent! 

- ' Hunt^ Blood's son-in-law, leaped on his horse, with two 
UHHre of the set, and rode away ; but a cart, standing 
evnp^ in the street, chanced to turn short, and Hunt rui^ 
lus head against a pole that stuck out, but recovering his 
legSAwas remounting; but being known \ty a cobler, who 
ilras nmning to enquire the disaster, said, ^* This is Tom 
Hmt, who was in that bloody attempt on the Duke of 
QiBKHid/' A constable being on the spot, immediately 
Miaed hiiBtf and carried him before Justice Smitb, who^ 
vpM his confident denial of being the same Hunt, was 
|i)Miit to discharge him ; but the hue and cry coming fron^ 
tbeTowerv he was committed to safe custody. 
. Y^nng Edwards proposed to Lieutenant Rainsfbrd to 
mount some of his soldiers upon the horses that wore left» 
and send them to follow the rest that escaped; but he 
bade him follow them himself, it was his business, and 
led the horses into the Tower as forfeited to the tieattnant. 

Hnnft, as hath been said, was son-in-law to Blood, and 
trained by him to desperate undertakings. 

Parrot was ai silk-dyer in Southwark ; and in the civil 
wars had been Maj^r General Harrison'^s lieutenant. 

In the stmg^'e 'for the crown, the great pearl and a fine 
diamond fell ooit, and were lost for a time/ with spme 
smaller stones. But the pearl was found by Catherine 
Mttddox, a poor sweeping womah to one of the warder^8> 
and the diamond by a barber^s apprentice, and both faith- 
full 
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fully restored. Other smaller stones were by several per- 
sons picked up and bronght in. The fine ruby belonging 
to the sceptre was found in Parrot's pocket ; so that not 
any considerable tiling was wanting. The crown only 
was bruised, and sent to repair. 

The king was immecl lately informed of the particulars, 
and ordered a proper examination of all the parties; but 
being advised to hear the examination himself. Blood 
appeared to be so little intimidated, that the king was in- 
duced not only to pardon him and his associates) but 
granted him a pension of 500Lper amium; as Blood de- 
clared, there were hundreds of his friends bound by so- 
lemn engagements to revenge the death of any of their 
fraternity, not excepting even the life of his majesty. 

Mr. Edwards had a grant of 200/. and his son 100/. 
Though many persons solicited a greater reward for theser-* 
vices of the old keeper and his son, no farther notice was 
taken of them, though the old gentleman was so tnuch dii« 
tressed as to sell his order on the treasury of 100 /. for 50f. in 
order to pay his surgeort for drugs, &c. with the best part, 
and dying within a year and a month after he had re» 
ccived the wounds, did not greatly enjoy the little rem* 
nant of reward for his lovaltv. 



AN EXTRAORDINARY EARTHQUAKE IN CHINA, 

IJn the 19th of June, 1718, an earthquake extended 
through several inland provinces of China, in some of 
which the shocks were slight, and consequently neither 
long nor terrible, while, in other places, the gates and 
walls of cities were thrown down and laid in ruins ; but - 
it was dreadful beyond description at Yong-ning-tchin^ 
which was entirely swallowed up, without leaving the 
)east mark either of men, houses, or animals; while seve- — 
ral roountfiins were throwipi over a plaia to tl^^ distance o^ 

abowB 



ACCOtrUT Of JOHH FXEOUSON^ &C. 1 13 

ab6ve two i^tiguM. The earth opened near the town of 
Tong'-oneij and die monntains fallings rolled over the 
town ffom north to south; so that^ in an mstant^ the 
whole town was in a manner overwhelmed: the treasury^ 
the mMic' granaries, the houses, prisons, prisoners, all ^ 
were buried in the earth; and of the governor's whole %^ 
family, only himself, a soa^and a valet escaped. The 
plain rose in waves to the height of six fathoms or more ; 
and so terrible was the desolation, that scarce three per- 
sons in ten were saved. 



A ItaCOVBBY OF SIGHT. 

JAMES ORR^ of the parish of Comber, in the county 
of Dowuj in Irelanid, died about the year 17o2, or 53, in 
the nii|ety*&ifd of his age^ Eight years before his death 
he recovered his eye-sight (having been blind twenty 
years) to perfectly ^ to be able to read a small print 
without spectacles. 

THt ancient and pr cunt stoic of Doum, 1754. 

v; 
An Accwnt of John ^Ferguson of Killmellford in the 

: ikire ^f Jrgylc in Scotland, who lived Eighteen Years 

<m Water. 

About the year 1745 he happened to overheat himself 
on the mountains, in pursuit of cattle, and in that con- 
dition drank excessively of cold water from a rivulet, 
near which he fell asleep ; he awaked twenty-four hours 
after in a high fever: during the paroxysm of the fever, 
and ever since that time, his stomach loaths and cannot 
retain any kind of aliment, except water, or clarified 
whey. Archibald Cambell of Ineverliver, to whom this 
man's father Was tenant, carried him to his own house, and 
locked him hi a chamber for twenty days, and supplied 
' Vol. IL Q. himself 
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himself with water, at no greater quantity in a day. 
than an ordinary man would use for common drink; and 
lit tlic same time took particular care that it should not be 
possible for his guest to supply himself with any other 
food; yet after tbats})ace of time he found no all^tion 
m his vigour or visage. .• ; ' 

1HI:C flUEL MIDWII'F.j WITH HER nOBRIBLE PUNISHMENT* 

In the year IG73, an eminent midffife in Paris had, hj 
lui great skill in her profession; obtained the favours of 
the greater part of the inhabitants — the genteeler of 
wliom she delivered at their own- houses; but for thoae, 
uiium either inclination, or a worse CiiUsej, made it iiece»- 
^ary to be secretly delivered, sh^ had. provided acoom- 
inodations at her own ho^se^ to which great noiaben 
resorted. * , . ' ^ ; { 

It happened that a gentkmaix who lived next, dpor to 
the midwife had observed, that although many pr^^;pa&| 
women went to he delivered at her hou^e, yet very 'few 
children were brought out, and his suspicions of foul play 
towards the infants increasing daily; he at length con- 
united with some of his neighbours, who joined him ih 
rrqucsting a warrant from a magistrate to search for som^ 
plate, which they pretended to have lost. In order, how- 
ever, not to alarm the midwife, they began their thaii^ 
Ibearch at the distance of nine or ten houses from her's. 

When tht^y came, however, to her abode, she affecteil 
the utmost unconcern, desiring the gentlemen not Xq 
hurry themselves, but to proceed in their search, with all 
possible circumspection; — they did so — and on their 
coming to the necessary-house, they put down a hook4 
which they had brought with them on purpose, and took 
up the body of a child newly destroyed. They, coa- 
iina^d tlia search, till they bad foand no lags than tixty- 

.twa 
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two children — some of whom were in great measure \ 

decayed; but many of them appeared to Iiave be^n 
deposited m that place within a very few weeks at the- 
most. 

The ' consequence of this was, that the midwife was 
irainediately apprehended, and brought to trial, and con- 
.demned on the fullest evidence, besides her own confess 
Aon. She was sentenced to be executed in the following 
manner^ and she suffered accordingly on the 28th day 
of May, 1673. 

*' A gibbet was erected, under which a fire was made, 
and the prisoner being brought to the place of execution, . 
was hung iip in a large iron cage, in which were also 
placed sixteen wild cats, which had been catchcd in the 
woods for the purpose.— When the heat of the fire be- 
came too great to be endured with patience, the cats flew 
npon the woman, as the cause of the intense pain they 
felt. — In about fifteen minutes they had pulled oat her 
intrails, though she continued yet alive, and sensible, im- 
ploring, as the greatest favour, an immediate death frotn 
the hands of some charitable spectator. No one, how- 
eyjer, dared to afford her the least assistance; and she . 
continued in this wretched situation for the space of 
thirty-five minutes, and then expired in uns|>eakable 
torture." 

At the time of her death, twelve of the cats were ex- 
pired, and the other four were all dead in less than two 
minates afterwards. ' 

However cruel this execution* may appear with regard 

* It has been soji^csted by soiuc writers that were the crime of murder pun* 
;s1i^d m tbb country hy a more eiemplvrv luudc thuti now practiced, cmr histoiy 
v^oold not be «£) •ilieii div^aced with th»t mMt )iofrid db&ie j bttt it hat been 
wiaeiy auswed, tb;it wtiile our laws are ju«tly ^cknowJcdf ed tbt mildest in tli# 
Horid, vnnecesfsary and lingering torments are us wisely dispenied with; hf tha 
cmacience of erery olTender in tliit way mutt ba eridenllj marc po^gnnnt tbic 
HmI of tbt freatest ootward torture ! 

Q ^ W 
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to tbe poor aniinajs^ it certainly cannot be thought too 
severe it punishnlLent for such a monster of iniquity, as 
could ca;lmly proceed in acquiring a fortune by the deli- 
berate murder of such numbers of haimless innocents. 

The above story is strictly true in every part of it, and 
a^ well known in Paris, as those of Mary Blandy, or Elis. 
JeiTeries in England. 

AN INSTANCE OF GRATITUDE. 

^IK William Fitzwillians the elder, being a merchant- 
taylor, and servant sometimes to cardinal Woolsey, was 
chosen alderman of Broadstreet ward in London, 1506. 
Going afterwards to dwell at Milan in Northamptonshire, 
ia the fall of the cardinal, his former master, he gave 
him kind entertainment at his house in the country; for 
\^hich, being called before the king, and demanded how 
he durst entertain so great an enemy to the state? His 
answer was, ''That he had not contemptuously, or wil- 
fully done it; but only because he had been his master,, 
and partly the means of his greatest fortunes." The king 
was so well pleased with his answer, that, saying himself 
had few such servants^ he immediately knighted him, and 
afterwards made him one of his privy-council. 

WONDERFUL ESCAPE. 

A DUTCH seaman being condemned to death, his pun- 
ishment was changed, and he was ordered to be left at 
St. Hellenes island. This unhappy person representing 
to himself the horror of that solitude, fell upon a resolution 
to attempt the strangest action that ever was heard of. 
'i'here hud that day been interred in the same island an 
ofhcer of the ship: the seaman took up the body out of 
the coffin ; and having made a kind of rudder of the upper 
boards ventured himself to sea in it. It happened for- 
tunately to liim to be so great a calm that the ship lajr 

« . immoveable 
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immoveable within a league and a half of the island; 
when his companions seeing so strange a boat float upon 
the waters^ imagined they saw a spectre> and >vere not a 
little startled at the resolution of the man, who durst 
hazard himself upon that element in three boards slightly 
nailed together, though he had no confidence to find or 
be received by those who had so lately sentenced him<to 
death. Accordingly it was put to the question, .whether 
he should be received or not; some would have the sen- 
tence put in execution, but at last mercy prevailed, and 
he was taken aboard, and came afterwards to Holland; 
where he lived in the town of Horn, and related to many 
how miraculously God had delivered him. 

THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME OP PIERCY. 

JVlALCOLM, king of Scotland, having laid siege ta 
Alnwick Castle, which being unable to resist him, mutt 
have inevitably fallen into his hands, as no relief could 
be expected } whereupon a young Englishman, without 
any other arms than a shght ^ear in his hand, at the end 
whereof hung the keys of the castle, rode into the ene-. 
my's camp, and approaching near the king, slooping 
the lance, as if he intended to present him with the keys 
of the garrison, but at the same time made such a home 
thrust at the king, that piercing him into his brain, 
through one of his eyes, he fell down dead, and the bold 
undertaker escaped by the swiftness of his horse. ^ 

From this desperate action, he took upon himself the 
name of Percie, or Pierce-eye. And from him descended 
the ancient earls of Northumberland. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE SCIENTIFIC AND WONDERFUL 
MUSllUM. 

According to promise, I now send you more MiscelUuieoiis Articles^ which 
jou will find no ways inferior to my lormer accouati oiMer the same title, 

aad 
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and a« well authenticated ; which leaver roe ito room to doubt but thej will 
procure a place m the Scientific and Wonderful Museum, wliich will obNgie 
■lany besides. Your Occasional Correspondent 

Nottingham, Februarj^ 4th, 1804. D. B. L. 



A MARVELLOUS TEMPEST OF THUNDER • 

Occurred in the year 15.58, in the sixth of Queen 
Mary, about four months before Jicr death, viz. on the 
7th of July within a mile of Nottingham, was a marvel- 
lous tempest of thunder, which as it came through two 
iowBs^ Lenton and Wilford, the former on the norths the 
latter on the south side of the River Trent, exactly oppo- 
site, and each one mile from Nottingham, beat down all 
the houses and churches, the bells were cast to the out- 
side of the church-yards, aqd some webs of lead 400 feet 
ftito the field writhen like a pair of gloves. The River 
Trent running betwixt the towns, the water with the mud 
in the bottom was carried a quarter of a mile, and cast 
ligainst the trdes; the trees wqrc pulled up by the roots, 
^nd cast twelve score foot distance; also a child was 
taken forth from a man's hands two spear length "high;^ 
and carried an hundred foot, and then fell, wherewitli his 
arm was broke, and so died; five or six men thereabout 
were slain. There fell some hail-stones that were fifteen 
inches about. — Vide Decring's Hist. Nottingham. 

TWO IxNSTANCES OF FECUNDITY. 

June Cl, 1778, the wife of Thomas Robinson, Rope- 
maker, Ouso-bridge-end, ^ ork, was delivered of three 
girls all lively lliey had been married ten years, and 
had eleven children, seven of whom were born within 
the last four years and nine months preceding the above 
tloic. 

Deoember 



A SINGULAR INSTANCE, &C. HJ) 

December 20, 1779> Mrs., Smithers of Red Lion Street, 
was delivered of two boys and a girl ; and what is very 
remarkable, that she was fifty years of age, and never had 
a child before. 



Singular Instance of a Woman s Recovering after having 
Swallowed about tight jf Pins. 

In the month of November, 1779, as a young woman 
ftamed Mary Spelmore (who lived in St. Peter's parish^ 
Oerby) was hanging out some linen to dry, she had the 
allocking misfortune to swallow a gre^t number of pins, 
which she had put in her mouth, by a sudden emotion 
of the line on which the cloaths were hung. A surgequ 
being immediately sent for, and proper means used, she 
Toided several that day, and continued to throw up more 
or less for many days after the accident happened ; but 
what is very extraordinary, notwithstanding the violent 
retching fits w'ith which she was attacked with, she never 
voided more than one at a time, thorfgh the number 
amounted in four days to 76, all of which came upwards, 
excepting three only. Some of the pins were remarkably 
long ones; and at first her convulsions were so strong, 
that it was with difficulty several persons could hold her* 
But she being continually troubled with a pain in her 
side, arms, and other parts of her body, shortly after en- 
jtered the hoij^tal at Nottingham (part of which hospital 
is for the use of the poor of Derby,) there gathered a 
tumor in her left side and near her left shoulder. These 
were suppurated and opened, and several pins came oul 
by these wounds. She was after this discharged from the 
hospital perfectly cured. It was about five months from 
her first swallowing the pins to her being pronounced 
cured. 

A nitUAiH'' 
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A REMARKABLE INSTANCE OP ABSTINENCE FROM FOOD. 

Ann, the daaghter of Jonathan Walsh, of Harrow- 
Gate, in Yorkshire, at the age of twelve years, entirelj 
lost her appetite, and she had not eaten of any kind of 
solid victuals for several years after, and her support was 
nothing but half apinfof wine and water, which served her 
three days; notwithstanding so small a quantity, she en- 
joyed to her death a good state of health, which happened 
in the year 1778. 

TWO REMARKABLE AND PROVIDENTIAL- ESCAFBS FROM 

DEATH. 

At St. Blazcy, in Cornw'all, a very singular accident 
and providential escape occurred in that place in the year 
1792. — Mr. PQtter of that place determining to get rid of 
a laj-ge mischievous mastiff, took him to a mine shaAi of 
tremendous depth, and having tied a stone round the ani- 
tual's neck, attempted to throw the creature' th^reih; 
when the dog instantly seizing Mr. Potter by the collar, 
they both tumbled into the pit together, and notwith- 
standing the am:izing height tliey both fell, neither was 
killed; but one_gf Mr. Potter's legs was unfortunatelj 
so much hurt, as to render amputation necessary {.'how- 
ever, he shortly after recovered. The accident was dis- 
covered about sixteen hours after, entirely through the 
loud and dismal bowlings of the dog. ~ 

October J 796. — As a lad, named Clarke, was at work 
in a gravel pit at Rowborough, Somerset, the timber 
gave way, and he was buried near eleven fathoms under 
ground. A number of men immediately set to work to dig 
for him, supposing he was crushed to death; when they had 
dug down to him, to their astonishment, notwithstanding 
he had remained under the earth near thirty-two hours, 
he was taken out without experiencing the least injury. 

■ IN- 
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SINOUtAK I^HENOMENON. 

On Sandaj^ the 25th of Decembery 1796> about teii 
o'clock in the morning there appeared floating in the at^ 
inosphere minute particles of ice^ which in about an hour 
became condensedi and fell in sleety covering the surface 
of the gtound with ice. The cold was intense that mom-^ 
ing; the thermometer was 1 6 degrees below the freezing 
IK>int. This phenomenon was never before seen but in 
very high latitudes. — Observations on the above weire 
taken near Mansfield^ in the County of Nottingham. 

D.B.L. 



fO ifflt EDItOa OF KIEdY's SCI^nVi^IC AIVSEUH. 

Sib, 
If jon tkmk the followiag Letter of the great Dr. FrankUii to M. I>ubafiir9» on 
jJie Prerailiof Doctrines of Life and Death, worth your acoeptanee to bt 
inserted in jroar troly Vaiuable Muteiuu, it is wholly at yoor service. 

Your'V, &e.— A Lorsli or Fiort^ 
HEAB 8IR^ 

1 OUR observations 6n the <;ftus<^s of deaths and ttft 
Experiments which you propose for recalling to life those 
who appear to be killed by Hghtning, demonstrate equally 
jroiir sagacity and your htimanity. It appears tliat the 
doctrines of life and deaths in general^ aVe y^tbut little 
flndei^tood. 

A toad hvqfieA in c^and will live; it is stfid^ till (he sand 
becomes petrified ; and then^ being inclosed in thef stones 
it may still live for we know no^ how ntany years or ages* 
The facts which ate tited in support of this opinion are 
too duftierous and too cii^umstantial not to deserve s' 
certain degree of credit. As we are accustomed to see 
all the animals with which we are acfquainted eat and 
drink, it appears to tis difficult to conceive bow a toad. 
Can be supported in such a* dungeon) btit if We reflect 
bat the necewity of iiourishmenc, wbkh animals expe 

VoLIL R rience 
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lience in their ordinary state, proceeds from the continiral 
waste of their substance by perspiration, it will appear less 
incredible that some animals in a torpid state, perspiring 
I^s because they use no exercise^ shonld have lesi need 
of aliment; and that others, who are covered with scales 
dr shells> which stop perspiration^ sueh as land and sea* 
turtles^ serpents, and every species of fish, should be able 
' to subsist a considerable tin^e withomt any nourishment 
whatever. A plant, with its flowers^ fades and dies im- 
mediately if e:f posed to the ahr, without having its root 
immersed in an humid soil^ from which it may draw j^ 
sufficient quantity of moisture to supply that which ex- 
hales from Its substance, and is^ carried off continually 
by the air. Perhapl, however, if it were buried in quick- 
silver, it might preserve for a considerable space of time 
its vegetable Hfe, its smell, and colour. If this be the 
case, it might prove a commodious method of transpcHt- 
ing from distant countries those delicate plants which 
are uuable to sustain the inclemency of the weather at 
sesi and which require particular care and attention* 

I have seeq an instance of common flies preserved in a 
manner somewhat similar. They l^ad been drowned iu 
Madeira wine, apparently, about the time when it was 
bottled in Virginia to be scut to London. At the open^ 
ing of one of the bottles, at the house of a friend where 
I tlien was, three drowned flies fell into the first glass that 
was filled. Having heard it remarked that drowned flies 
%-ere capable of being revived by the rays of the sun, I 
proposed making the experiment upon these: they were^ 
tlierefore, exposed to the sun upon a sieve, which had 
been employed to strain them out of the wine. In less 
than three hours two of them began by degrees to reco- 
jer life. Ttiis commenced by some convulsive motions 
in die thighs^ and at length they raised tbemselvej upon 
tbeir legs, wiped their eyes with their fore*feet, beat and 
•*. . brushed 
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brashed their wings with their hind-feet^ and soon after 
began to fly^ finding thensiselves in old England withou^ 
knowing how they came thither. The third continued 
lifeless till sun-set, when, losing all hopes of him^ he wa« 
thrown away* 

I wish it were possible, ironi this instance, to inventa 
method of embalming dcowned persons, in such a man* 
aer that they might be recalled to life at any period hofr^ 
ever distant; for, having a very ardent desire to see and 
observe the state of America an hundred years hence^ I 
should prefer to an ordinary death, the being immersed 
in a cask of Madeira wi4e with a few friends till that 
time, to be then recalled to life by the solar warmth of 
my dear country. But since, in all probability^ we live 
in au age too early, und too near the infancy of science^ 
to hope to see such an art in our time brought to perfec* 
tion, I must, for the present, content myself with the tjs^at 
which you are so kind as to promise me of the resurreo- 
iion of a fowl or a turkey-cock. I am^ dear Sir^ 

Your sincere friend, 
Benjamin Fbanklin. 

To substantiate the doctor's opinion, the following will 
be found well worth preserving. : 

In 1683, Blondel reported to the academy at Parip 
that there were frequently found ut Toulon, stones in 
whidi were oysters, good to eat* 

In 1085, Cassini mentioned a fact of a similar nature, 
upon the authority of M. Duraffe, who had been sent am» 
bassador to Constantinople, and who had assured him 
that he had found very hard stones in which were in* 
closed little fish, called dactyls or razor-Jish; but the 
iollowing appear to be at the least as surprizing, and are 
much more recent. 

Some workmen in the quarries of Bourswic, in Gothia, 
haYisg detached a block of stone, oiie of them broke it, 

K^ and 
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•nd found in it a living toad. It was attempted to cut out 
fbe part which bore the impression, but it fell into sand. 
This animal was of a grey-black colour^ with its back 
somewhat spbttedi appearing as if incrusted with small 
particles of the stone : the colour of its belly was brighter. 
Its eyes, which wisre small and round, sparkled with %e^ 
from under a tender mambrane, by which they were co« 
vered. They were of the colour of pale gold.^ When 
touched on the hfiad with a stick, he closed his eyes, af 
if asleep, and rcropened them little by little,- when the 
stick was taken away» Besides this, he had no motioii. 
The aperture of his mouth was closed by a yellow mem**^ 
Irane. Being pressed on the back, he ejected a clear 
WjSiter, and died. Under the membranes which covered 
his mouth, were found in tiie upper and lower jaws, two 
sharp incisive teeth, stained with a little blood. 

Leprince,'a celebrated sculptor, assures us of his having 
seen in 1756, at Eccretteville, in a chilteau belonging to 
M. Larivierrcr-Resdo, a tpad living within the hollow nf 
a hard stone, in which he was confined ^ and facts of this 
kind are by no means singular. 

In 1764, the workmen in the quarries of Savopi^ret, in 
I^rraine, came to inform the sagacious Grignon that tfa^ 
had found a toad in a block of stone at forty-five Frendi 
feet below the surface of the earth. This celebrated nn** 
turalist innmiediaiely went to the sppt; but, as he anuraa 
us, in his excellent work, entitled, Mevnoira de Pkymquit 
MurFart defabriqucrleftr, he found no vestige of the «|U 
mal's prison. He saw a crack in tlie body of the stono^ 
but no impression of the body of the animal. The tondl 
which had been brought him was of the middling siie^tf 
a grey colour,, fmd apparently in its ordiniiry condiliM. 
He was assured thatlhis was the first III limlfiuiiid lining 
ibirty years in those quarries. The fact certainly dfMrtnd 
$p be doseli^ ibUow^ up; wherefore Grignw pronitni 



ANIMALS VOUNB IN SOLID SUBSTANCES^ 125 

r^compence to him that should find anotlier, so inclosed 
in the stone that it could not get out. 

In 1770, he was shewn one in two concave leaves of 
stone, in which he was assured it had been found; but^ 
on examining tlie fact with scrupulous attention, Grignoa 
found that the cavity was the impression of a shell, and, 
consequently, he thought himself bound to regard tlie 
fact as apocr}'phal. Nevertheless, in 1/7 1> the same 
fact re-appeared on the spot, and became the subject of 
a curious memoir which was read by Guettard, to tlie 
royal academy of sciences at Paris. The following are 
the principal circumstances reported by that naturalist. 

In levelling a wall which was known to have 3tood 
more than an hundred years^ there was found, in the 
midst of a large block of stone, a toad^ which, upon in- 
spection, appeared to have only very lately died. No 
passage by which it might have entered the stone could 
be traced » It was presented to the academy in its recent 
state« 

Various facts of this nature, but particularly this itself^ 
and the observations made on it by Guettard, induced 
Herissant, who was then living, to pursue experiments 
adapted to the discovery of the truth* 

On the 2 1st of February 1771, he inclosed three living 
toads in as many cells of plaster, fabricated in a trunk of 
fir, covered at all points with a body of mixed brick and 
plaster. On the 8th of April 1774, he opened the trunks 
and found two of the toads living. That which occupied 
the cell in the centre was dead ; but it was observable 
that this had been larger than the others> and very 
much straitened for room. A careful examination of this 
experiment led those who were witnesses of it to conclude^ 
that those animals had been completely excluded from 
idl commanication with the exterior Bir, aad h^at, they 

ha4 
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had lived during the lapse of time in total privation of 
food. 

The academy engaged this philosopher to repeat his 
experiment. After having withdrawn the dead toad, he 
enclosed the two living ones again, and deposited his 
trunk in the hands of the secretary of the academy, in 
order that that illustrious body might open it wlienever 
it should think proper : but he was too much occupied 
vith the subject to confine himself to this single expeii- 
ment; he continued, therefore, the three following: 

1. On the 15th of the next April, he enclosed, with 
minute accuracy, two living toads in a nest of plaster, 
covered with glasses, through which he could see the 
animals, and examine thom every day.- On the 9th o 
the subsequent month he carried this apparatus to the 
academy, and showed them one of the toads alive ; but 
the other had died on the preceding evening. 

S, On the same day, the 15th of the preceding Apnl^ 
he had enclosed two other living toads in another neat 
of plaster, but which was still better secured, with s 
funnel of glass. These animals were placed on a little 
sand ; and by means of the funnel, at periods of eight 
days, he let fall three drops of water on their backs^ bcK 
ing afterward careful to close the opening of the funnel 
with mortar. 

3. He further enclosed another living toad in a jug, 
which he surrounded with sand, so as to deprive it of all 
communication with exterior air : this animal, which he 
presented to the academy at the same time with the othels 
continued in health, and even croaked whenever her jug 
was shaken. 

It is unfortunate that this naturalist was prevented bjr 
death from pursuing these experiments a sufficient length 
of time. His first, however^ has established thai two 
toads lived in healthy during more than three years, in 

a state 
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^ State of total privation of all nourishment and exterior 
air. 

We shall observe on this subject, that if these animals 
!;ust:iin abstinence during a period which, at first sight, 
appears marvellous, this faculty is given them» on the 
one band, by a slow digestion, and, on the other, per- 
haps, by the nourishment which they derive from their 
hkins. Grignon has actually observed to this purpose, 
that toads shed their skins several times during a year, 
and that they swallow them. A large toad ; he tells txs, 
sheds it six times in the space of a winter. In fine, 
those which, according ta the relations above transcribe 
cd, may be imagined to have passed several ages with* 
out taking nourishment, have been in a state of total 
inaction, in a suspension of life, and in an atmosphere 
the temperature of which allowed no dissipation of dieir 
substance: hence they have had no need to repair any 
loss ; and it appears certain that the moisture of the 
place has kept up that of the animal, so much only being 
requisite as might serve to prevent its destruction^ bjr 
the drying of its parts. 

Toads are not the only animals which have the pri« 
vilege of retaining life during long continuance of fasting 
and exclusion from air. The two facts related at the 
commencement of this as shall furnish proofs, and they 
are strongly supported by the following ; 

There were found in Spain, in tlie midst of a block of 
marble, which a sculptor of Madrid was forming into a 
lion of the natural colour, for the royal palace, two 
living worms. These worms occupied two jitUe cavities, 
neither of which had any issue, by which air could have 
introduced itself. They were to all appearance, nou- 
rished by the substance of the marble, for they were of 
the same colour. This fact was authenticated by Cap-« 
tain Ulloa^ a celebrated Spjsniard^ who conducted t^^ 

ifoyaj^ 
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voyage made by the French academicans to Pern, to do* 
tcrmine the figure of the cartli4 He asserted that he 
had seen the worms. 

A scarabiPiis, of the specie» called capricotnm was 
found alive in a piece of wood taken from the keel of a 
vessel lying in the harbour of Portsmouth. No opening 
could be discovered in the wood. Several considerations 
however render this fact suspicious. 

We read in the public p«npers of Provence, for the 
17lh of June 1772, that a living adder was fonnd iti a 
block of 8tone of thirty French feet diameter^ tlic cen- 
tre of which it occupied. It was twisted nine times round 
itself, in a spiral line. It could not support the weight 
of the atmosphere, but died in a few minutes after it was 
taken from the stone« On examining the stone^ not the 
least crevice could be discovered, through which it 
might have crept, nor the minutest opeuing through 
which it could have received fresh air, or inhale aay 
sort of substance. 

Misson nicntions, in his travels in Italy, a living crab, 
which was found in the midst of a marble at Tivoli. 
Peyssonel, physician to the king, at Guadaloupe> caus- 
ing a well to be dug at his house^ the workmen fonnd 
living frogs in the midst of beds of petrifactions. Peys- 
sonel, apprehensive of some fraud, descended himself 
into the well, caused the beds of rock and petrifactions 
to be dug in his presence, and took out, with his own 
hands, green frogs, exactly similar to the common. 

The following fact may also well demand a place in 
this collection : Vendron, director of the posts, at Dun- 
kirk, wrote on the iGth of January 1770, that he bad a 
very fine peacock, which had disappeared for some 
days ,* and that he had searched for it in vain throughout 
his house ; that his yard being full of snow, to the height 
ef four French feet> he bad caused the snOir to be cor- 
ned 
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Tied into the street (fearing when the thaw came on^ it 
would ini.udatc his cellars), and that his peacock had 
l)ef' n -found alive^ conlijied under a heap of the snow^ 
The animal, he adds, was entirely frozen: I set it before 
the lire, where it was thawed, and afterward gave it 
food: it has l^ince done perfectly w^ell. The author 
should have mentioned the length of the time during 
which the animal was lost, and tliat during which it had 
bcv n huried under the sn(jfw. 

Mr. Chaulton, a stone-cutter at Ramsey in Kent, in 
saw ing a block of marble asunder, found therein a living 
toad, of a more than ordinary size, lodged in a cavity iu 
the middle of the block. The cavity wai'pretiy near the 
shape of the toad, but something. larger; and the animal 
^Celf was of a*dusky, yellow colour. 
* -jfiiTivola^ in Italy, some ivorknicii, halving cleft a 
illi^ "block of stone, found in the centre thereof, in a 
oW space, a large sea-crab, which weighed four 

8, which they boiled and eat. 
locanderab Alexandro assures us, that he found in 
vie middle of a largjs block of marble, a wrought dia- 
mond ; and in another piece, a considerable quantity of 
sweet scented dil: 

Baptist Tulgosus reports a large worm to have been 
found in the middle of a flint. 

At Chillingham in Northumberland, alive toad was 
founcKin*the middle of a large block of stone, of which 
was made a chimney-piece ; the hole being divided equal- 
ly, and is still to be seen, each half at equal distance 
from the middle of the chimney-piece, at a gentleman's 
house in that neighbourhood. 

THE MEMORABLE CBOSS IN CHEAPSIDE, 

With an Engraving. 
In the first ages of Christianity, a variety of crosses were 
Vol. IL S erected 
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erected in the highways and public places throughout 
Europe, as monuments of the sufferings the Saviour of 
mankind underwent. Many are still to be seen in Italy, 
France, Spain, the Netherlands, and some few in Eng- 
land. But the foundatitm of the crosses at Grantham, 
Woobome, Northampton, Stony-stratford, Dunstable, 
St. Albans, Waltham, West-cheap, and Charing, were 
founded by Edward I. on the following occasion ; 

On the death of Henry the Third, Edward the First 
was on an expedition in the holy land, and had been 
there ^bove a year when his father died. When one 
Anzazimy a desperate Saracen, who had often been em- 
ployed to him from their general, being one time, upon 
pretence of some secret message, admitted alone into 
the chamber, with a poisoned knife, gave him three 
wounds in the body, two in the arm, and one near the 
arm-pit, which were thought to be mortal, and wonld 
probably so have proved, had not his excellent and 
affectionate Queen Eleanor, daughter to Ferdinand 
the Third, king of Spain, at the hazard of her own life, 
sucked the poison from the wounds with her mouth, and 
thereby effected a cure. She, however, experienced 
no ill consequences from the poison ; but many years 
^fter, in a journey with Edward towards Scotland, she 
was taken ill, and died at Herdeby in Lincolnshire : in* 
ivhose memory, and as monuments of her virtue and his 
affection, he caused the aforesaid crosses, with her sta- 
tue, to be erected in all chief places where the corpse 
rested in the way to its interment in Westminster abbey. 

Having stated thus the foundation of these crosses, 
w^e shall now confine ourselves to that of Cheapside, 
which occupies a place in this work, more from the re* 
xnarkable transactions and occurrences, at different 
periodg, that have distinguished it in our annals, than 
9i% to the singularity of its distinguished origin. 

Cheapside 
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Cheapside Cross was first built in the year 1290, tod 
stood at the end of Cheapside, next St. Pauls, from 
which it is called, by Stow, the Cross in West Cheap | 
which being, by length of time, greatly decayed, John' 
Hatherly, Mayor of London, procured, in the year 
1441, licence of King Henry the Sixth, in the 21st of 
his reign, to re-^edify the same in a more beautiful man- 
ner, for the honour of the city ; and had licence alsa 
to take up two hundred fodder of lead for the building 
hereof, and of certain conduits^ and a common gra- 
nary. 

This Cross was then cUriously wrought, at the charges 
of divers citizens. John Fisher, mercer, gave 600 mark^ 
towards it ; the same was begun to be set up in 1484j 
and Was not finished before the year 148(>. The second 
of Henry the Eighth it was new gilt all oVer, in the 
year 1522, against the coming over of the Emperor 
Charles V. and was new burnished against the corona- 
tion of Edward VI.; and, in 1553, against the corona- 
tion of Queen Mary ; and gilt again, in the year 1554, 
against the coming in of King Phillip. Since which 
time the said cross havilig been represented by divera 
juries, or quests of Wardmote, to stand in the highway 
to the hindrance of carriages, 8cc. as they alledged, but 
could not have it removed ; it followed, that, in the 
year 1581, on the 2istof June, in the night, the lowest 
images round about the said cross, being of Christ's Re- 
surrection, of the Virgin Mary, King Edward the Con- 
fessor, and such like, wt-re broken and defaced. Where- 
upon proclamation was made, that whosoever would 
give information of the offenders thereof should have 
forty crowns ; but nothing came to light. The image of 
the blessed Virgin at that time was robbed of her Son, 
luid her arms broken, by whicjii she suid him on her 

S ^ knees ; 
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Tcnees ; her whole body was also haled with rope», and 
left ready to fall : but was, in the year 15^5, again fas- 
tened and repaired ; and, in the year 1596, about Bar* 
thohmeW'tide, a male child, mishapen, as if born before 
its time, all naked, was laid in her arms; the otlier 
images remaining broken iis before. 

On the east side of the same eross^ the steps being 
taken from thence, under the image of Christ*^ Resur- 
rection, which was much defaced, was* then set up a cu* 
ripus wrought tabernacle of grey marble ; and, in the 
same an alabaster image of Diana, a woman, for the most 
part naked, and water, conveyed from tlie Thames, 
falling from her naked breasts for a time; but the same 
was oftentimes dried up. 

Ill the year 159<), the timber of the cross, at the top, • 
being rotted within the lead, the arms^ thereof beading^ 
were in danger of falling, to the prejudice of passengert; 
and tlierefore the whole body of tiie cross was scaflfolded 
'about^ and the top thereof taken down, intending, in* 
stead thereof, to set up a pyramid : but some of £li2%* 
beth's counsellors sent letters to Sir Niclvolas Mosley,then 
mayor, by her highness's express command concernioj^ 
the cross, ordering the same forthwith to be repaired^ 
and placed again as it formerly stood. 

NotwithsUinding the said cross stood lieedless more 
thcin a year after; whereupon the said counsellors, inu 
great number, meaning not any longer to permit the 
continuance of such a contempt, wrote to WilliaM^ JU** 
der, then mayor, requiring him, by virtue of her lii^^ 
ijess's said former direction and command, without aaj 
further defay, to accomplish the same, her majesty'a 
most princely care tlierein, respecting especially, the' an* 
tiquity and continuance of that monument, and ancient 
cnsijg<n of Christianity, dated the <24th of December^ - 
UjOOb After tliis a cross of timber was frakned, set ap^ 

covered 
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covered with lead and gilt; the body of the cross down- 
wards cleansed of dust, and the scaffold carried thence. 
About twelve nights following, the imao;e. of our lady 
was again defaced by plucking off her crown and almost 
her h.ead, taking from her miked child, and stabbing 
her in the breast. 

At the west end of Cheapside was some time a stone 
cross of greater antiquity than the time of Edward tlie 
First, which^ by way of distinction, was called the Old 
Cross-: and here, according to lialph Higdtn, in his. 
PolichronicoHy was Walter Stapleton, Bishop of Win- 
chester, treasurer to Edward II. brought by the bur- 
gesses of London, and beheivded in a most barbarous- 
ntautien This Old Cross stood and remained at th^ east 
end 4>r \\ie. parish church, called St. Michael in the 
Com^ by Paul'^-gate, near tlie north end of the Old 
Exchange, till the year IS90, the 13th of Richard' the 
Second, in placi^ of which Old Cross, then taken down; 
tU^ «ajd church of St. Michael was enlarged, and also a 
fair writrr-condoit erected, about tlic ninth year of Henry 
the Sit^ifi, 

li docs not appear that Cheapside Cross underwent any 
fepair> or waa in any shape beautified from the year 16OO, 
umil iti* fitiii] destruction in l64i;; vHien Puritanical prin^ 
ciples so completely prevailed, that few remnants of 
amtiquity, relative to the Romish persuasion, have T^sca-^ 
ped the wrath of their intemperate zeal*. Innumerable 
images of the virgin and child, representations of the 
crucifixion,, and the various passions of Christ, many of 

which* 

-* Thovgh ttie Puritans wcr^ 90 aniious to demolish all outward represei^l 

tations of the miracle^i and suffering of Clirisi, Xhty were extrcracly desirous to 

keep iQ remembrance his name, as under the cloak of t)iat tl^cy might practise 

almost every enormity ; thus in the baptism of their children it recorded & 

femarkable chxi»Uan namer 

" If 
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inrbicli were of the most excellent workman&liip ; with m 
liosl of saints and symbols, fell a prey to the levelling 
party; and among others, not least valuable, we have to 
lament the marti/rdom of those reliques of ancient times, 
die Crosses of Cheapsidc and Charing; who fell victims 
to the unbridled rage of about as cjilightened a populace, 
as those ^'lio so eminently distinguished themselves in 
the memorable religious riot in 1780. 

Cheapside Cross was ever held in great repute as a ge- 
neral rendevouz in party discontent; and like its coeval 
sufferer, that of Charing, must have witnessed many atts 
of justice inflicted on the daring innovaters of the laws of 
their country; and although not regarded as a situation 
for general punishment of offenders, it has still to record 
spme of a very particular and interesting nature : these 
punishments are however stated to have taken place at 
the standard in Cheap; but Strype, in his last edition of 
Stow's Survey, expresses great doubt of the situation of 
the old standard, and thinks it occupied the scite of the 
ancient Cross; as he instances that in the reign of Ed- 
ward the Third, when Justings and Runnings, on horse* 
back, were practised between the great Cross and the 
Conduit at Sopar^z-lane End, there was no such stand- 
ard, or other obstacle between them; neither was that 
street paved with hard stone as it now is. 

But of the executions in Cheap in the year 1293, three 
men had their right hands cut off, for rescuing a prisoner 
arrested by an officer of the city: in the year 1381, Wat 
Tyler beheaded Richard Lyons, and others there : in the 
year 1351, the 26th of Edward the Third, two fishmon- 
gers were beheaded at the standard in Clieap; but we do 
not read of their offence: in the year 1399, Henry tjne 

*« If Jesus Christ had not come into the world thou hadst been damned** 
BARilBONE. This worthy was a brother of the CG]fbrdted Praise God 
Ikrtboue, of notorious canting memorj. 

Fourth 
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Fourth caused the Blank Charters^ made by Richard tlie 
Secondy to be burnt there: in the year 1450, Jack Cade* 
having gained possession of the city, sent to tlie Lord 
Scales to bring his prisoner, the Lord Say, from the 
Tower to the Guildhall, whither he had called the Lord 
Mayor with his brethren; before whom he caused the 
. Lord Say to be arraigned, who craving to be.tried by his 
peers, was forthwith taken from hiskeep(M% carried to the 
standard in Cheapside, and there had his head chopped 
oil '^ which, being pitched upon a pike, was born before 
iiiin to Mile End, whither he went to have conference 
with the rebels of Essex; and by the way, meeting with 
^ir James Cromer, High Sheriff of Kent, who had lately 
married the Lord Say's daughter^ he caused his head 
also to be struck off, and carried before him in derision. 

There is several scarce pamphlets, extant, concerning 
Cheapside Cross, some of which bear a wood-cut repre- 
.senting the figure of the Cross as it stood just before its 
demolition; and others with the populace, soldiers, &c, 
pulling it down ; but the most authentic view is that from 
JjC Sere's scarce book, conUiining a view of Cheapside^ 
from which 'fine view is taken, and the Entry of Mary 
de Medicis into London, on a visit to her son-in-law, 
Charles I. The body of the pamphlets in contradiction 
to their titles, give little or no historical relation to the 
origin or history of what it promises. 

A Remarkable thundeti stohm, with the Singular couru 

of the LIGHTNING. 
(CommumcaUd by D. B, L. of Nottingham,) 

About two o'clock in the afternoon of Thursday, the 
21st of August, 1794, two very black clouds were seen to- 
wards the south west, which in their north-east course, 
appeared to attract each other; this attractive power in 

the^ 
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these clouds was occasioned by their being highly chatg- 
ed with a contrary electricity, which burst out a violent 
explosion ;► as soon as the cloiuls came in contact ; the 
vivid flashes of lightning followed each other In a quick 
succession, amidst a torrent of rain and iiail; at this in- 
stant a ball of lire was seen to strike the top of a chimney 
in Mr. VVragg's house, * near Mansfield, in the county of 
Nottingham, where it was attracted by an iron cramp, 
from whence it descended to the roof, throwing down 
part of the chimney, and scattering the stones lo a con- 
siderable distance. The lightning, after running nine 
yards along the roof, penetrated the ceiling of a garret, 
where it tore oft' a piece about seven feet in length, and 
near six inches in width ; it was here attracted by another ' 
iron cramp in a slo{)ing beam, iVom which it separated a 
piece near three feet in length, and about eleven inches 
in circumference: from this beam it forced its wqr 
through the floor to a gilt frame of a looking-glass in die 
drawing-room, where it burst open a tea-chest, melted a 
piece of lead in the inside The size of half-a-crown, and 
scattered a pack of cards to the other end of the room; a 
stream of the electric fluid appeared, by a black line on 
the floor, to have run ten feet to an iron fender. The 
lightning then took its course downwards to the parlour, 
where it ran round another gilt frame of a looking-glass^ 
near to which Mrs. Wragg was sitting with a child in her 
lap, they both received a strong shock, which in all pror 
bability would have been fatal to them^ had not a heJX" 
wire, that hung over the glass, conddcted the electric 
fluid to the bell in the passage : its course from thence 
is very extraordinary, for the bell in the -passage fr^j^ 
iivhence the eleciric fluid descended on the wall in a nar- 
row stream to where it divided into two, was attracted bj - ^ 

* Mr. Curlis, graiicr, now lives iu the liOQse. 

the 
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the iron binge of the street door, and split the wood co 
which the hinges was nailed; the passage of the electric 
fluid to the hinge was through a stone wall elevon inches 
thick; and the aperture it made was so small^ that it 
would hardly admit a knitting needle ; the other streani 
was attracted through the wall hy an iron bar in the 
kitchen^ where it spent its force, without doing any da- 
mage to the parlour. 

EXTRAORDINARY DEATHS. 

XJIED on Monday, 23d of January, 1804, at Cowpen, 
Marlow Sidney, Esq. a remarkable eccentric character, 
in the 99th year of his age. For many years he had such 
an antipathy against medical gentlemen, that even in his 
last illness^ he would not suffer any to attend him. He 
was veqr partial to the dress uuJ cuaipany of the fair sex, 
but never hadi the pleasure of tying the hymenial knot. 
When seventy years of age, hh thirst for innocent and 
childish amusements was iiicb, that he actually went to 
the dancing school, where he regularly attended, and 
appeared highly gratified with his youthful associates. 
About two years ago, a sister, who resides in London, 
was at the trouble of paying him a vi:-it ; and during her 
short-stay, he generously indeed allowed her milk and 
lodging ; but for bread and other necessaries she was ob^f 
liged to provide herself. When he had any money to 
^end to his, banker at Newcastle, three of his most trusty 
•crvants were well mounted and armed with pistols; his 
pijncipal man rode in the middle with the cash, and the 
other two at proper distances from him, in his van and 
rear. In this defensive manner they marched along, 
the better to resist any attack that might be attempted by 
daring highwaymen. Though so singular in his manner, 
no person deserved better the name of a good man. 
February 1, 1804. — Mr. J, Packer, in Spinuingfield, 
Vol. II. l aged 



1S8 A DREADFUL ACCIDBNt. 

aged 33, ouly five feet seven inches high^ and weighdl 
the enormous weight' of 29 stone. 

At Lane End, Staffordshire, at the advanced age of 106, 
Mr. J. Meller; he was attended to the grave by thirteen 
friends, whose ages amounted 12^)6, 

August 2d. 1803. — Sohn Parker, aged eight yearSj a 
servant to Mr. Bullivant, of Stanton in Derbyshire, was 
killed in a most extraordinary manner. He was retnrll- 
ing home on the back of a poney, and by some means 
fastened a basket he was currying upon the post of a 
gate, which he was endeavouring to open. The basket 
was fixed to the boy by means of a leather strap, which, 
by the accident, being drawn tight across his throat, mi- 
fortunately hanged him almost instantly. 

Feb. 1804. — Died suddenly at Kingston, aged 109, 
George Gregory, supposed to be the last of the crew of 
the .Centurion which circumnavigated the worid vtth 
Lord Apson. He never had a day's illness since lie 
went to sea, which was in the year 1714,whenhe was im- 
pressed in the Downs ouUof the Mary Brig, belonging 
to North Shields. 

A DREADFUL ACCIDENT. 

ViRJB. — Oq Wednesday, January 25, 1804, a coal-pil 
in tlie neighbourhood oi' Kenfrew was discovered to be 
»n fire, the flames bursting out with great violence at 
the mouth of the pit. Six unfortunate men were woric- 
ing under-ground at the time, in reflecting od whose 
•hocking situation, the mind flies for relief to the hope 
that their suflferings were not protracted. — ^Itis uncertain 
whether die accident was occasioned by the exploaicm 
of gunpowder^ or foul air. The Are continued to bnni * 
for nearly two days, at wtiich time the mouth of the |kit 
wa3. covered up, in expecUUiou qS #iaoXh«ring tba flame. 
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AN EARTHQUAKE. 

The following is part of a letter from the Hague^ dated 
January 23, 1S04:— 

** A society of musical amateurs; on Friday last, gave 
an Oratorio at the Lutheran church here. On a sudden, 
the chandeliers, and other objects, suspended within the 
church, were seen in motion, which was attributed to 
the effect of the musical instruments. But it has since 
been known, that, at the same hour (seven in the eveo- 
ing), a like pha»nomenon was observed at Rotterdam, 
Haarlem, Scliiedam, and Maassluis. In the last of these 
cities, the chandeliers of the Reformed Church were in 
motion during the time of divine service, so as to be frcs 
quently removed between two and three feet from their 
usual position. The direction of this motion was from 
west to east. After the motion had been forcibly stop- 
ped during ten mmutes, it recommenced, but was not 
quite so perceptible. This extraordinary event so greatly 
terrified the congregation, that the greater part took to 
flight; and the preacher being left nearly alone, found 
himself under the necessity of abruptly finishing hifi ser- 
mon. The cause of this phoenomenon is not yet ascer- 
tained. It is attributed to the shocks of an esu*thquake. 
It is remembered, that the same thing took place at the 
lime of the great earthquake at Lisbon. 

" The shucks were also felt by persona under the organ 
vallery; and by two individuals in a cabriolet, between 
Schiedam and Rotterdam. Many vessels on the Maese 
and the Schie were moved by the same shock. Letters 
from Bois-le-Duc state, that the same day shocks were 
felt in that city, which could otily be attributed to an 
tarthquake. The brass chandeliers in the church of St. 
John were agitated in a very surprising manner. In 
.many kitchew. sev«*ral of the uten^^ils were ov«rt»n>ed.'* 

T *2 MIR A- 
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MIRACULOUS PRESERVATION. 

In the gale of Thursday, January, 26, 1804, whilst the 
Plantagenet/the ship which blockaded the French fleet fbif 
forty-eight hours, was working into Cawsand Bay, Ae 
* main top-mast went over the side?, part of which stmck 
one of the midshipmen, who was standing on the maia 
chains, and precipitated' him into the sea, from which he 
was miraculously preserved by the force of the wave, 
which threw him back, and left him senseless on the 
deck. We are happy to hear, however, he «oon ifc* 
covered. 

rEHESTRIAN WAGER. 

February jo.— On Friday a young man of the name 
of Gregory set out from St. John's Street, to walk 50 inilet 
on the Hcrlfordsliire Road, which he engaged toperfbrdl 
in twelve hours ; the original bet was fo» only ten gal- 
neas^ but a considerable sum was sported, some sappoafaig 
he would accomplish it in a much shorter time than was 
allowed. He started at six in the morning, passed throagli 
Hatfield between ijine and ten, and reached' Welliag, 
twenty-five miles distant, before eleven, where he staid A 
short time, and then returned. He arrived at the place 
from whence he started, twenty minutes past five in tht 
afternoon, apparently very little fatigued. 

A PERSON WALKING IN HIS SLEEP. 

i eb. 13, 1804.— Mr. S. Smith, gardner, of Wheatly, 
near Gainsborough, returning from work, called at |dr. 
Justice's, at Bole, where lie took some refneshmettt; *aiid 
it being dark, was prevailed upon to take a bed. Ha 
retired to rest about eight o'clock ; at eleven he dreamed 
that the house was on fire ; and in his alarm, althoiigk a 
«K)ut man, weighing 13 stone, and 70 years of age, be 

Sorcdk 
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^<>rced his way through the window of his room, which 
M s only 13 and a half inches by 12, dropped nine feet to 
-^Jie ground, and* ran a considerable distance, until (hav- 
ing nothing on but his shirt and night-cap) his feet 
1>eing so much cut, and other parts of his body so much 
bruised, that the pain he experienced awoke him. His 
astonishment at finding himself in such a situation and 
in such a predicament, may be easier conceived than 
described. He hastened again to bed, and is now nearly 
reco vered from the effects of the singular adventure. 



A LARGE HOG. 

On Feb. 13, a Leicestershire hog, remarkable small 
bone, the property of Mr. Thomas Matthews of Rothley^ 
was killed. The enormous weight was as follows i—^the 
two sides 595 lbs. head 37 lbs. inside fat 87 and a half lbs. 
total 719 and a half lbs. ; the fore feet weighing only 
5lb. 4oz; 



On Feb. 19> a Sow of the Chinese breed was slaughtered 
at South Coats, near Hull, of the weight and dimen- 
sions as follows : — Length from rump to the crown 40 
inches ; depth at the shoulder 20 inches ; girth at breast 
48 inches ; girth at loins 45 inches ; girth at chops 45 
inches ; length from the crown to the nose 10 and a quar- 
ter inches ; length of the ears 4 inches ; her eyes were 
closed up with fat ; she was five years old, had brought 
157 pigs, and weighed 18 stone when killed. 



Sir, 

"Pie following is an account of Mr. Strong. By losertiiig it in jonr Magft^B^ 

will oblige. 

Sir, your's, J. T. 

Mr. Strong of Carlisle, who was bom blind, follows 
the business of a diaper weaver. He is at present ad- 
vanced in years; but his mechanical abilities are not yet 

im- 
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impaired to any considerable degree. In the exercise of 
these^ besides making almost every article of household 
furniture^ he has constmcted various pieces of machinery, 
of which is the model of a loom^ the figure of a man 
working it : to shew his strong propensity to produce by 
his own ingenuity and labour^ whatever he thought 
worthy of possessing^ I shall add the followmg cir- 
cumstance : When he was fifteen years of agc^ .he con- 
cealed himself one afternoon in the cathedral^ during 

. the time of service : after the congregation was gone and 
the doors shut^ he got into the organ-loft^ and examined 
every part of the instrument. This had engaged his at- 
tention till about midnight^ when having satisfied him- 
self respecting the general construction^ he proceeded 

• to fry the tones of the different stops and tlie proportioia 
they bore to each other ; this experiment was not to be 
conducted in so silent a manner. In shorty the i 
alarmed the neighbourhood^ and some people went toi 
what was the matter^ and Joseph was found playing the 
enrgan. The next day he was taken before the dean, who 
after reprimanding him for the step he had taken in or* 
der to gratify his curiosity, gave him leave to play it 
whenever he pleased. In consequence of this, he iet 
about making • a chamber organ, which he completed 
without the assistance of any body. He sold this instra* 

.^ment to a mechanic in the Isle of Man, where it is still in 
being. Soon after this, he made another, upon whidl 
he nows plays both for amusement and devotion. Some 
years ago he walked from Carlisle to London, to visit Mr. 

.Stanley, the celebrated organist, and, for the first time, 
made him a pair of shoes. 

J h W ^m. 



] enoluso for your tn^j entciteiiufig and Valuable Register, a well aotUeoti. 
€aled facti-rvspecting a mtut farpdan^ and liasardout «itcrpriie sf s Vtmak, 

OHOK 
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•fficer with a handful of men, in gaining poisesaion of a fortseu of conaidem- 
We interest to the French jervice, in the reign of Heury tlie Fourth, of that 
nation ; and though compared with the many instances of the successes of the 
gallant soldiers and sailors of our own country, it may sink by comparison, it 
still from the novelty of the plan adopted, deemed, in my estimation, worthy 
a place in your scientific publication. Wlio am from its intrinsic merit. 

A Constant Reader. 

1 HE manner in which* Fescamp (a post and fortress 
in the county of Caux in Normandy) was surprised^ is so 
remarkable, that it well deserves a particular recitaU 
When this fort was taken by Biron from the league^ iq 
the garrison that was turned out of it, there was a gen- 
tleman called Bois-rose, a man of sense and courage, 
who making an exact observation of the place he left, and 
having concerted his scheme, cc^trived to get two 
soldiers, whom he had bound to his interest, to be received 
into the new garrison which was put into Fescamp by 
the Royalists. That side of the fort next the sea it 
a perpendicular rock six hundred feet high, the bottom 
of which for about the height of twelve feet, is conti- 
nually washed by the sea, except four or five days in the 
year, during the utmost recess of the sea, when, for 
the space of three or four hours, it leaves fifteen or twenty ' 
fathom of dry sand at the foot of the rcjpk. Bois-rose, 
who found it impossible by any other way to surprise a 
garrison, who guarded with great care a place lately 
taken, did not doubt of accomplishing his design, if h© 
could enter by that side which was thought inaccessible ; 
this he endeavoured, by riie following contrivance, t9 
perform. 

He had agreed upon a signal with the two soldiery 
whom he had corrupted, and one of th^m waited for it 
continually upon the top of the rock, where be posted 
himself during the whole time that it was low water. 
Boii-rose taking ^be opportunity of a, very diark pight. 



144 DARING KXPLOIT8 OF MS. B0IS-B08E 

came with fifty resolute men^ chosen from amongst the 
sailors^ in two large boats^ to the foot of the rock. He 
had provided himself with a thick cable equal in length 
to the height of the rock, and tying knots at equal dis-^ 
tances, ran short sticks through, to serve to support 
them as they climbed. The soldier whom he had gained 
having waited six months fen* the signal, no $ooner per- 
ceived it, than he let down a cord from the top of the 
precipice, to which those below fastened the cable^ by 
which means it was wound up to the top, and made fast 
to an opening in the battlement with a strong crow run 
through an iron staple made for that purpose. Bois- 
rose giving the lead to two Serjeants, whose courage he 
was well convinced of, ordered the fifty sailors to mouit 
the ladder in the same manner, one after the other, 
with their weapons tied round their bodies, himself bring- 
ing up the rear, to take away all hope of returning; 
which indeed soon became impossible, for before they 
liad ascended halfway, the sea rising more than six feel, 
carried off their boats and set their cable a floating. 
The necessity of withdrawing from a diRicult enterprise 
is not always a security from fear, when the danger 
appears almost inevitable. If the mind represents to 
itself these fifty men, suspended between heaven and 
earth, in the midst of darkness, trusting their safety to 
a machine so insecure, that the least want of caution, the 
treachery of. a mercenary soldier, or the slightest fear, 
might precipitate them into the abyss of the sea, ordaslv 
them against the rocks; add to this tlie noise of th^ 
waves, the height of the rock, their weariness and ex-* 
hausted spirits, it will not appear surprising that tli« 
boldest amongst them trembled, as in effect he who 
was foremost did. This serjcant telling the next ma*» 
that he could mount no higher, and that his heart failed 
him, Bois-rosc, te whom thi» discourse passed from 

moutk 
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moutli to mouthj and who perceived the truth of itbytlieir 
advancing no higher^ crept over the bodies of those that 
If ere before him, advising each to keep firm, and got up 
to the foremost, whose spirits he at first endeavoured to 
animate; but finding that gentleness would not prevail^ 
he obliged him to mount by pricking hiih in the back 
with his poniard ; and doubtless^ if he had not obeyed 
him, he would have precipitated him into the sea. At 
length, with incredible labour and fatigue, the whole 
tioop got to thetup of the rock, a little before the break 
of day, and was introduced by the two soldiers into the 
castlej where they began to slaughter without mercy the 
centinels and the whole guard : sleep delivered them up 
an easy prey to the enemy, who killed all that resisted^ 
and possessed themselves of the fort. 

Bois-rose immediately sent notice of this amazing sue* 
cess to admiral Villars, who thought the government of 
die citadel he had so dearly bought, was the least reward 
be might expect. However, he heard that Villars, or 
Tmiher the commander, de Grillon, had a design to drive 
him out of it. Amidst the first transports of his rage for 
this injustice, he delivered the Castle of Feacamp to the 
kingj who provided plenty of all things necessary for its 
aedirity. 

vftsVLA, or AGATHA sonthiel; conimonfy called' 

MOTHBK SUIPTOX. 
From « ytry nocnt and carious original picture, in the ponasion of Kalph 
Ou0eljj'£sq. •£ York, preterved in tlie finmlj of the proprietor, for more thsn 
ft century; mod communicated bj Sir WiUiain Ouiel/, autbor of the Oritatil 
CoUcctiQAi, &c. &c. &c. 

1 HIS celebrated character, having been so much mis- 
represented by former writers, we have been particular iu 
ascertaining, as far as possible, an authentic memoir of 
her lite and actions : — She was born, according to the ge« 
neral accouQt9^ in the mgti of Heury the Seventh, near 
Vol. IJ. U KD«resborou^b. 
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Knarcsborongli, in the county of York, and baptised by 
tlic Abbot of Brvcrky, witb the name of " Agatha Son- 
thiel,*' a cirrninstance which proves, by the sur-naine,hdr 
being of foreign ovtraclion by the father's side; who, it 
w most probable, came over wi^h the Breraiguc associates 
of the Earl of Richmond, afterwards Henry the Seventh, 
and resided, if not settled, at Knan'sborough. Very little 
notice is, however, taken of her father or mother, by the 
writer of her life and prophecies, nor is she particularly 
remarked until her twenty-fourth year, when she was ad- 
dressed in courtship by one Toby Shipton, a builder of 
Shipton. a village situate four miles north of the city of 
York* This match goes some way to disprove the vul- 
gar report of her bwly being crooked, her face frightful, 
and her whole appearance dij^gufiting. 

With resj)eet to her gift of prophecy, we have no other 
anthoritiCB than traditionary njvelation from f&ther to 
son, as no printed account, concerning her life and 
actions, cart be found priofto the reign of Charles the 
•Second; and it is more than probable that the chief part 
of tlic propheeies attributed to Mother Shipton, were 
composed afltT the restoration ; and ingeniously con- 
trived to answer tiie etpially ingenious explanations, which 
are annexed to every sixpcr.ny edition, extant. 

That there .did exist sueh a person is evident, and 
ccjuidly so that she had in her time a reputation as a very 
cxtraordi'iary woman ^ but it is as certain, notwithstand- 
ing an attempt to pi-ove her a virtuous and religiou< cha- 
racter, that she was considered by her contemporaries, as a 
mischievous, if not diabolical person, by tlie representa- 
tion of the familiar — introduced in her picture a fit em- 
blem, whether considered a^ monkey or fiend, of her way- 
ward and mischievous propemity. 

A great stress is laid on her prediction on the famous 
Cardinal Wolscy, who died at Leicester, on the road to 

I«oudoii 
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London^ in the year 1530, at which time, Motlier Ship- 
ton could not have been more than forty-two years of 
age, and whatever she might have predicted concerning 
his not being able to reach York, it is higlily probable, 
was rather in consequence of the report of the king's de- 
termining he should be conveyed to Loudon, than any 
power or divination in her. 

The last prediction of Mother Shipton was concerning 
the time of her own death, which, it is said, slie declared 
to several persons, who visited her in her advanced age. 
And when the time she had prophesied, approacl^ed, shQ 
called her friends together, advised them well, took «t 
solemn leave of them, and laying herself down on her bed^ 
ahe departed with much serenity, being upwards of se- 
venty-three years of age, in the reign of Quesn EUzabeth^ 
anno ]56l. 

After her death, a monument of stone was erected to 
feer memory, in the high road, betwixt the villages of 
Chfton and Shipton, about a mile distant from the city 
of York. Thi« monument represents a woman upon her . 
knees, with her hands closed in a praying posture; and 13 > 
to be seen there to the present hour. 

The same authority who preserved the invaluable MSS. 
of her authentic prophecies, has saved from oblivion her 
epitqph, but which is stated at tliis tiuie to be entirely ob- 
literated; it was as follows; 

Here lies she who never ly'd, 
Whose skill often has been try'd; 
llerprophecies shall still survive. 
And ever keen her name alive. 

We have not attempted to swell the article of Mother 
Shipton to an unnecessary length, by the insertion of tie 
prophecies attributed to her; as the sole aim in thi^ work 
is originallity, and authentic iofonxiatioo. 
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615RrRISING ArFBCTlON IN TWO IttYAL VEMALBf.^ 

The ChurcU of the Betiedictines at Erfurt, in Upper 
Saxony, bears witness, in a splendid monument, of the 
following circumstance, thus related by a recent traTeller: 
Passing through this city, says he, I was induced to 
visit the tomb of Louis, Count Gleichen, of the house of 
Schozbourg, which gave an emperor to Oermauy. The 
Count having been taken prisoner in a battle with the 
Saracens during the Holy War, he was sold as a slave to 
the Sultan, and suffered a long and irksome xaptiyity. 
One day, while he was working in the garden, the Sal« 
tan's daughter, who happened to be present at the timei 
approached him, and asked him many questions. The 
agreeable person of the Count, his air, fmd his manner 
so pleased the princess, that she at length offered to effect 
his deliverance, upon condition that he would many her. 
I have a wife and children, replied the Count! What ob- 
jection is that, said she : it is the custom of my countij 
to have asi many wives as a man may ihink proper ? The 
Count no longer hesitated, but accepted the offer^ and 
pledged his word to marry his deliverer. She immedi* 
atcly took her measures with promptness and activity to 
carry her plan into execution ; and they soon embarked 
on board a vessel prepared to receive them. They afr 
rived safely at Venice, where the Count found one of bis 
domestics, who was then travelling in search of intelli* 
geocc concerning him, and who assured the Coantj that 
the Countess and his children were perfectly welL ITie 
Count hastened to Rome, and obtained permission of the 
Pope to retain both his vnvei. This took place in the 
year 1340, under the Pontificate of Gregory IX, If die 
Holy Father thus shewed himself indulgettt, the Cbimfs 
lawful wife was not remiss in complaisance to the JonQg 
Saracen, who had been the means of restoring btf but* 
bd^d^ and conceived an uocommen degree of tendoMM 

Ibr 
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Mr this rival. The -pTincess also met Uie advances of 
le Coantess with the greatest sensibility, and as she had 
o children herself^ she tenderly loved those of the 0)un* 
^s« The bed which was occupied by the Count and his 
BTO wives is still shewn at Gleichen. After their death 
be bodies were all deposited in one tomb. The foUow- 
og is the epitaph placed over thenf: 

** Here are iatcrred the refXHuas of two rival females who loved each 
mother as sisters, and had also an invlacible aflRi^on for the same lius- 
'band. One of them^ibandoned the religion of Mahomet to follow her 
spouse, while the other reoehred her long^ost husband with open arms. 
United by the bonds of conjugal love, all three of them, during life, had 
bnt one nuptial bod, and after death reposed in the same tombf 
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^roecMsion or shew of a winoed bbaoon^ at Troye$, im 

France. 
JT ancient customs, though ever so absurd^ it has been 
Igbtly observed^ that it is both pleasant and useful to 
ring them to our recollection^ whether they are reli-- 
ious or profane; as these are the b^st means of judging 
f the progress of refinement^ and improvements in 
ociety. 

Tlie canons regular of the Church St. Loup^ at Troyes^ 
>rmerly carried in their processions^ during Rogatioiv 
^eek^ a great winged dragon^ which ^he common people 
aUed ehairsalie. This effigy of a dragon was well exe* 
uted in bronze. It opened its! throat And eyes, flapped 
ts mons^ous wings^ moved by springs and the assist- 
nee of a rope. At this monster^ it was the practice of 
he children to throw whatever came to their bands^ and 
mong the rest, cakes Or $inmeb. At the first procession 
f this figure he was ornamented with garlands of flowers; 
nd then it was understood he was to be contracted in 
oarriage: on the second day, (for t)ie procession lasted 
hree days;) it being then thought he was married, ift 
ras decorated with ribbands and trinkets: bm on the fol- 
lowing 
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lowing (lay it was supposed to die ; and it was then brought 
to the Place de la Madeleine^ with its tail forwards^ its 
eyes and its winc^ totally immoveable, and there des- 
poiled of its flowers and trinkets by the populace. This 
custom was observed so late as the year 1 728. The curate 
of St. Pantalion was the first who refused to countenance 
this superstitious proceeding any longer, by rcCusiug it. . 

AN" INCOMBUSTIBLE PASTSBOAHD. 

In the Literary Journal of 1785, of Petersburgh, there 
is a new discovery mentioned, for which the inventor 
had obtained a premium from Catharine. It is a kind of 
pasteboard which no fire cjin consume, nor \- ater softeii. 
lie proposes it as a necessary lining for the wooden houses 
of his country, and for clothing ships of war. As to its 
second property, it is no secret at present; the former has 
been examined by a chemist, and found to be notliing 
else than a preparation of alum. This secret, however, 
like the Telegraph, had been a very ancient one, and 
used in the time of Sylla, at the siege of Athens. The 
words of Q. Claudius Quadricarius are :— '^ Sylla tbon 
brought his forces to set fire to a tower, which Archelaus 
had placed there : he came, he piled faggots ; he set tfaem 
on fire; and after an obstinate labour, he could not make 
the tower take fire, as Archelaus had covered the planks 
cntirel}' with alum." 

SINGULAR INSTANCE OF THE EFFECT OF TERROB. 

JMrS. JESSOP, the wife of a respectable gentleman at 
the east end of the city of Chester, in the j'ear 1>92, by a 
paralytic stroke, lost the use of her limbs, and the power 
of speech. For several years she remained in this stat^, 
when one afternoon all her family being out, except a 
maid-servant and a child, who was blind: (he ob-' 
served a fire burst out of a Wooden buildingj whicl^ was 

very 



'Tery near the room she sat in. — A consciousness that 
she should neither move from bet: seat nor call for help, 
fltfuck her with such terror, as to have the effect of an 
electric shock. She made a violent effort — spoke, reco- 
vered the use of her limbs, and has remained in perfect 
health ever since. 

Feb. 1804. Caromjs. 

SURPAISIKO IKfTIKCT IIT CATS. 

In the island of Cyprus, near the promontory called 
Cat*s Cape, anciently Ciurifi$», > there is a monastery of 
Caloyeriaa Greeks^ who have the singular custom of 
training a number of cats Tor the purpose of destroying 
the' serpents, which are very numerous in that island. — 
These animals are no well instrncted in tlie sport, that at 
the sound of a bell they instantly quit the chace, and re- 
turn to the convent. 

Air ACCOUNT. OF THE PEEUVIAN LAXTERN FLV. 

1 HE CuQujus Peruvianus, or Lantern Fly, is an insect 
of considerable size, and is remarkable for the peculiarity 
it possesses of sheading a vivid lustre durit^g darkness. 
At a distance it resembles a small lantern ; for this r<'a- 
spntbe inhabitants, when going a journey by ni^rht, fas- 
ten several of them to the end of a stick, which enables 
them to see their^way with facility. 

REMAltKAPLf PETRIFACTIOV. 

In the qnicksilver mines at Guiana Villicn, there is a 
fountain of hot water,, whicl^ aite^ overrunning apiece 
pf ground, condenses, audcbanges itself into a kind of 
rock, easy to be cut ^ and after remaining i^ome days in 
this state, is commonly used by the ioliabitauts in the 
4;:onsl(ractiQn of their houses. 
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TO THE EIHTOR. 

*' Sit«*-Having been induced by your ready attention In insetting th€ 
•evenil articles 1 have occasionaUy trabsmittcd for your truly siagular pobliw 
eatiooy to imuf^ine similar communicatioa Would not be unacceptable, I banr 
incl090d for your consideration two circumitantial and well authcnficated 
memoirs of petrified substances discovered, the first in the county of Kentt 
and the other at Nottingham, which I have every reason to think bare ntver 
before been submitted to public knowlcdge^and am with best wishei finr 
the success of your excellent publication your wcU-wisher anf occasioiial 
correspondent. J). B* Iw 

ftottingham^ March Sth, 1804. 

HEMASKABLE* DISCOVEBY OOP A PETBIFIEB SUBSTAKCB. 

1 HE parliament in 1762 having given orders for a poir* 
der magazine to be erected at Folkstone in Kent^ the fol- 
lowing petrefaction was dug out of an old burial groond 
long before that time disused^ being taken outof a grave 
and presented to Rc^er Nortb^ Esq. of Rongham in N6r- 
folk. It was thought by the virtuosi to be a fmstnin or 
piece of the muscular part of a human bodjj weighing; . 
about ten pounds^ on one side of which was plainly to b^ 
seen two bones lying half out of the mass^ one of whicb 
was about five inches long^ and was tliotight to be the- 
libia with its head and part of the shank or shin-bone, 
the other was shorter and much less ; on the opposite 
side appeared aflat piece of wood (seemingly oak) thongli 
strongly petrified^ which was thought to be a part of the 
coffin it was interred in. The whole mass of flesh as to 
•colour looked as near as it could be compared^ to a piece of 
mummy or embalmed fleshy interspersed with a great many 
iron-coloured spots^ and in its shape resembled a great 
piece of flesh rolled np in four or five folds^ and had some 
appearance of the* marcastte or iron stone. This wet 
esteemed the' greater curiosity^ inasmuch as flesh of a^ 
sort seldom or ever ii koawu to have undergone so strong 

arpetii* 
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n petrifaction, and seemed to preponderate even iron 
itself. 

The original cause of this so strongly petrified sub- 
stance, is not known 5 but it is imagined some vitriolic 
juices strongly impregnaterl with ferugineous particles 
falling upon that part of the body (for there was no other 
piece of the like kind to be found) might probably be 
tbe occasion of that wonderful and uncommon alteration. 

B£)IARKABLE SUBSTANCE DISCOVERED BELONQIKO TO ▲ 
HUMAN BODY. 

A VERY extraordinary occurrence happened in the ycat 
1792, in St. Mary's church-yard,- in the town of Notting- 
ham. Jt was found necessary to improve the passage by 
the side of the church-yard leading to the county hall, 
which could not be effected without taking down some 
houses, and the church-yard wall, which stood on the 
south-side ; and the better to widen the road it w^as alsQ 
necessary to use a part of tlie church yard. Thq 
ground being about ten feet higher here than in, 
the street, when the fence-wall was removed which, 
parted tlie church-yard and the street, there hap- 
pened one night a heavy shower of rain, which washed 
away a considerable portion of the earth from the church* 
yard into the street ; in consequence several coilins were 
left bare of covering, and some removed, amongst which 
was one that contained the remains of Mr. William Mooix*, 
who sometime lived at the sign of the Black Swan, near 
the church, and who had been buried about twelve years. 
The coffin beinrj broken, there was found in his remains 
a concretion not unlike a pumice stone,bnt rather whiter, 
and as large as the liver of an ox, which was taken pos- 
session of by Mr. Walker, a respectable builder in Not- 
tingham, under whose immediate inspection the fact hap- 
|>ened, and which he has since divided among his cu* 
rioiu friead«« ^IV. Moore was a remarkuUe man fgr 
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having a large belly, which projected more on one tide 
than the other. He often observed to his friends thm 
he perceived a hard substance forming within him when 
he was only twenty-two years of age, which grew slowly 
while lie lived. He died about the age of sevfenty. He 
has been also heard to say that he felt but little pain frcoft 
this substance ; but found it troublesome. It may be wor- 
thy of remark, that the ribs on that side it grew, were vrach 
bowed outwards. Doctors Hodges, Nevil, and Ford, had 
examined him while living, several times ;' to the sur- 
vivor of whom he had promised his body to be opened 
when dead ; but he happening to survive those getitle- 
men, his body was intered without being opened. And 
certain it is, that nothfng would have brought thift ca- 
rious phenomenon to light had it not been for this extrn- 
ordinary and siccidental occurrence. 

A MYSTERIOUS AFFAIR. 

On the morning of the 8th of April, 1790, a« two ser- 
vant boys were lading water from the river Trent at the 
lower end of the church-yard. Burton, Nottinghamshire, 
they discovered several guineas lying near the edgeof l!li# 
current, which they immediately gathered up and carried 
home. Many otherpersonscontinued to search the riverfor 
several days ; and about 59 guineas have been at difFetem 
times (lis(*overed and takl^n care of. Although the sbov^ 
4*ir(*nin<itance was advertised in the public papers at tfa^ 
time, no inquiry has ever lx*cn made after this money, nor 
is there any satisfactory account to be given how it came 
there. 

A.ZTHAOaDINARV WORKS OV ART. 

la the island of Sal fete, near Goa in the Bnucila^ 
vast recesses cut into the rock one upon another, 
of which arc so large as to form a town of four lino- 
dn'd houses^ and the whole orniinient^ with tei^ 

rifio 
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/ 

rifi« idols, besides elephants, tigers^ leopards^ lions^ 
amazons^ 8cc. 



FLOATING ISLANDS. 

^IN EAR St. Omers in Flanders, there is a large lake on 
which are many floating islands, for the most part inha- 
bited, and which are moved by means of cords attached 
to posts drove into the earth ; upon one of the islands there 
is a church and a convent of religious Bernardins. 

EXTRAORDINARY FRUIT. 

Xhbre is in several parts of Guiana, particular tree^ 
kiiowii by the appellation of Tatoch, very remarkable for 
the nature of their fruit, which is so large, and at the 
i^metime so hard, when ripe, that no one can p<iss under 

it without instant danger of a fractured skull. 

« 

In many parts of Guinea there is a tree called Mignolo, 
the bafi^of which being pierced, furnishes an excellent 
liquor h<sld in very high estimation by the inhabhantiii, 
who find it more agreeable, stronger and more pourishing 
than the most exquisite wines. 

REMARKABLE PROPERTIES OF A DESERT. 

Ik the province of Gazo, in Negroland^ there is a 
sandy desert of such a nature, that a number of persons 
perish owing to the driving of the sand ; and what is most 
remarkable, the bodies of such persons never putrify, but 
remain as incorruptible as those oftbe Egyptian mummies. 

EXTRAORDINARY DAILY RENOVATION OF FLOWERS. 

X HERE is in many parts pfthe kingdom of Secan, in Af- 
rica, a remarkable tree called the Nitre-iree, which is of 
such anatare that in the morning it is covered with red 
fibrous flowers^ which^ during the heat oftbe day^ fulls td 

X 12 thft 



lo6 REMARKxVBLE FISH, &C. 

the ground ; it flowers afresh during the night, and ap« 
pears in the morning entirely renovated. 

BEMARKAnLR FI5II. 

In some rivers in Guiane there is found a curious fish, 
about the size of a smelt, which has four eyes, two. on 
each side, phiced one above the other, it is remarkable 
that when swimming, it keeps two eyes above, and two 
below the surface. 

STRAXGE CAUSES OF SICKNESS AXD DEATH. 

liiERE is in Peru a high mountain called Periacaka; 
very few pei^ons attempt to ascend to the /summit of it, 
as those w ho attempt to do so, are immediately seized 
with a violent vomiting, which compels them to desist. 

The desert of Punas in the same country, travellen in 
vain attempt to traverse, the cause of which is attributed 
to several persons being seized witlt a chillncss, and in- 
stantly dropping down dead upon their entrance into this 
dreary region. 



BOILING LAKE. 

In the valley of Tarapaye there is a hot lakeof a circular 
form ; towards the middle the water is perpetually boiling 
for the s})aee of twenty feet square ; and, when the water 
is extremely hot, the earth around it is extraordinary cold. 

XJpon one of the branches of the Oroonoque is so large 
a cascade, that the noise the fall of water causes is said 
to surpass that of 1000 bells ringing together at tUc one 
time. 

AN AUMV INXOCL'LaTED. 
Mr. Kditor, — A <'Ui-ious fact appears in t he. jmirual of the American COo* 
ycre^s clurintctbc \m\t Mitli EngluiKl which I think iiieritN presen'atiou tu your 
ftntertaininp: Mieellan}' ; it ii an unler hy the Con^n^iw to iiiuoculatv the Ame* 
rican aiTiiy eu mnssv, in the msi^X. expeilititHis manner. Here fulkmt the d»* 
CiUucHt wrbathn, bearing date, August 13^ 1777-< 

'^ Resolved 
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*^ Resolved that major-general Schuyler shall send an 
officer.chargcd with the acceleration of the inarch of the 
troops of Carolina^ to their head quarters. The said 
troops are to halt at Dumfries^ Colchester, and Alexandria^ 
in Viginia, to undergo innoculation. The surgeons which 
have heen sent from Philadelphia to Dumfries, are ordered 
to perform this operation wi,th the greatest celerity," 



A PETRIFIED RAM. 

yV. LABOURER lu a stone quarry in the village of Pantin^ 
near Paris, having detached a large block of Stone, ibund 
in the middle a slceleton of a ram, petrified: Each part of 
the stone contained a perfect half of the animal, the parts 
were very distinct. The block was dug out of the living 
roqk, at the depth of 30 feet from the summit of the 
quarry. * A petrifaction so curious, was immediately de- 
posited in the Museum of Natural History. 

Tills discovery was made in tlie course of the month of 
Jan. 1804. 

ENORMOUS WEN ! 

A Circumstance has lately occurcd at Vienna, which 
has excited the attention of all the medical faculty intliat 
city. A person who had been afflicted with a wen of a 
most uncommon size for 0,5 years past, is lately dead at 
the age of 88. This excrescence attained such a magni- 
tude during the latter part of his life, that he was com- 
pelled to keep his apartment. The faculty thought this 
case of such consequence, that they obtained a model of 
the wen in wax, at the same time anxiously waiting for 
the decease of. the patient to posses themselves of the 
original. The patient having heard of the design they 
had fiirmed upon this part of his frame, took the precau 
tion to make a will, in which he strictly forbade the sepa* 
ration of it from his remains after his decease. The phy« 
i^icians^ both of the academy and the uoiversity finding 

subject 
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themselves so far frustrated in their object of obtaining a 
nibject so interesting in anatomy^ made without the 
knowledge of each other^ several offers of money to the 
patient^ to disannul the codicil of his will. He therefore 
took money- from all the parties^ and by a new codicil had 
it expressed that the wen in question should after his de- 
cease, become the property of the faculty f This vague 
expression in his last testament had produced a singular 
litigation between the University and the Academy^ 
which^ after some time was amicably settled by an agree* 
ment that the dissection slieuld be made ia common b^- 
both parties. 

STORMS AVD HURRICANRS IK fRAKCE. 

1 HE 29th and SOth of Dec. 180S» were remarkable for 
the tempestuous state of the weather at several placAa 
France ; at Nantz on the 29th a most violent storm be-> 
gan about midnight, and continued till seven next moln** 
ing. It was thought there was some shock of an earth* 
quake, and considerable damage was done. 

At Chartres on the following morning, the storm be- 
gan about six, and las»ted till noon. So many chimnicft^ 
tic. were blown down, that the streets were almost ren-i 
dered impasshle. The lead upon the church of Notre«> 
Dame, was torn off, and pieces from f> to 10 feet in length 
carried into the air lilic sheets of paper. 

In the country the damage was not less considerable; 
many church steeples were blown down, and the houses 
in general, unroofed or overthrown; the trees broken 
or torn up by the roots. The night preceding the storm, 
the barometer experienced an elevation of nine ; but at 
noon the next day, it fell down to three lines. At Paris 
also on the same day several persons got very much hurt 
upon the Quui dei Jugustins, by the fall of somr tiles im- 
prudently heaped together upon the top of a church wall, 
then pulling down. A akte fell upon the head of a wo- 

maM 
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Wan in the R^e St. Ptres, which opened her skull ; she 
was taken to the Hospital tk la CluiritL An old mvk 
was thrown against a stone stud^ and remained stunned 
during the whole of the day. Many Children were 
thrown down upon the Pont-Neufy in the Thuilleries^ 
and in the public squares. The Canvas covering 
the Com Market was torn in many places. Twenty-^ 
fire of the largest treesln the Thuilleri.es were either torn 
up by the roots or broken by the wind. The first in the 
areniie parallel to the walk of the Feuillans^ fell on the 
^Marble groupe^ at twenty paces from it^ overturned it| 
very much damaged one of the Figures. Four sentry 
boxes were thrown down, and much broken. Thick 
repes were placed from some' of the trees to the others^ 
in die Thuillerics, which probably has been the means of 
Mvmg them. 
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Genuine Account of the Tapestry at Bayeuxin Normandy, 
uiid to have been worked by Matilda, Queen to Wil« 
LiAM the Conqueror. 
1 HIS ancient tapestry has lately formed a very ample 
theme in the French newspapers, on which account it 
has been surmised, that as some political, view was con* 
tiected with the object of bringing forward such an obso- 
lete piece of history at this particular juncture, much 
doubt, might be attached to the whole circumstance.-^ 
The reasons which induced the French government to 
descant so freely upon this event, and others which dis- 
tinguished the reign of William the Conqueror, will not 
at present admit of discussion; the curious reader, how- 
ever, is here presented with a more particular detail of the 
origin of the tapestry in question, not brought forward for 
any party purpose, being collected by an English author 
of some eminence, several months before it was probable 
that the First Consul thought of reviving the French bis« 

tory of this tapestry : 
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" A very nirlons monumcnl oftlic art of cmbrolderr tt 
the time of the Norman eoiKiuest^'Vsays thi.-? author, " ap- 
pears in tlitr eelehrated tapestry of Bayou x, mIucIi s^till 
exist *^, and is ]>uhlicly exhibited at stated periods in the 
cathedral of that city. It is a weh of linen, nearly two 
feet ill breadth, and two hundred and forty-two inlength, 
embroidered with a history of tliat memorable expedition, 
from the emlnssy of Harold to the Norman court in IO^jj, 
till his death in the following: year. The scenes of this 
bu*^y period arc successively exhibited, and consist of 
many hundred figures of men, horses, beasts, birds, trees, 
houses, castles and churches, with (Ljitin) inscriptions 
over ihem, explanatory of their meaning and history, 
Tliis work is understood to have been performed under 
the inspection of Matilda, consort to William I. and was 
not improbably executed by the hands of EuglhhKoifntn, 
whose superiority in performances of this kind, was then 
universally acknowledged." 



THE INTREPID FEMALE: 

On, SURPlII*iING LIFE AXD ADVEKTUREft OP MAR^'*, 

ANNE TALBOT, otherwise JOHN TAYLOR. 

,A natural Daughter of the late Loud William Tai bot. 
Steward of his Majesty's Household/ Colonel of tiie 
Cihunorganshire Militia, 8cc. &c. &c. comprcheudibg 
a Series of sini^ular and remarkable Adventures she uu- 
dei went, in the various Characters of a Foot -boy, Druin- 
nur, Deserter, Towder-Monkoy, Sailor, Prisoner, &c. 
&.C. ifce. pi»riieularly her beinir wounded at the siege 
(»f Valeiiiitiifus ; also in the En*|.agement i»f Lonl 
Howe, on the i^i of June, ITiM^and of her Imprison- 
iiunr foi* cii^htcen Months iii I'^ance; beini; taken in 
an I Expedition under the Coniuiand of Sir Sydney 
Sinitii : Naj rated by iu i^df to the Editor of the^ 
Siiififific Museum, and |KyV« llr»t i/latle public. 

Since. 
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»!iiNCE the publication of the wonderful lives and adren** 
tureij of Robinson Crusoe, Moll Flanders, Mall Cutpurse^ 
The German Princess, Colonel Jack^ Dtincan Campbell; 
andmany other characters of equal celebrity, whose stories^ 
from perhaps a single eccentricity or drcumstanee, had 
been spun with considerable interest as a romance by the 
prolific brains of celebrated writers^ and.gairied a r^pu« 
tation of wonderful contrirance and prompt exenibas t<} 
persons who never didtinguished thentseWes by moretHaoi 
one occurrence ; yet with all the foregoing advantages, we 
baye nothing on record to parallel the extraordinary suf 
ferings and adventures of this truly unfortunate female. 
Bom and bred to elevated expectations ; till the age of 
fourteen, we find in her no dispositioii to aAy masculine 
propensity; and but for the ' premeditated villady of 
the most seductive arts, would, in all probability hav^ 
passed through life, if not in affluent, yet contented eaie^ 
We shall not, however, in our observations anticipate the 
interest the curious reader will feel in perusing her own 
narrative, by detailing any opinion yre are impressed with 
on the authors of her wrongs and sufferings, but dismiss 
Ais note, with the reasons which led to a digression from, 
the main story : which briefly are, that the public know-^ 
ledge of the hardships she has undergone, may induce 
the liberality of a feeling and liberal public, to undertake 
something for her benefit, in addition to her Majety'a 
bounty of ^Ol. per annum, in order that she may pass the 
latter part of her days in more ease and tranquillity thaii 
those of her early ones, as being wholly dependant on the 
Royal Bounty, the half-jtearly receipt of which is antici*. 
pated by an indispensable contract of debt, for daily sup- 
port ; and unless the Providence which has hitherto sup- 
ported her under the most perilous circumstances, should 
itill befriend. her precarious situtition, by inducing thf 
wealttiy a^od Ub^al 19 contribute towaj^s b«r f^ta^e pros- 
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pects, ill wipporting asubscription suggested by tbe^pat^ 
Jisherpf hcT Adventures; she must inevitably, rep^siio— 
the Child of. Chance, and of Misfortune ! Sub^criptionpi 
tpwards the, .relief of Mary-Ann Talbot received 
P.P.ty ' by tbQ:,Pablf£^her^,; R. S. Kiqby, Loudon-houM 
i;»M'd^iSt4 P^ilJ^r w . * . , 

..:{The verac^ijyrpf every .circuuisttmce stated^ will btf 
proved, jn the iiOwi;»€. of the Narrative.] ....;• 

, I' vi AS, iborn ta pscperit^nce in the extrerae»t sense ^f the 
^ord^, the disagpef^^bles incident to Jiuman . nature ; .and 
if the reader of the fpllowing pages should judge harshlyj 
the inducements that precipitated me into 4\ic early 
pari of misfortun«^ which have . attended eacli succeed 
iuj^year of my life^ I^have only .to supplicate .commisse* 
lation towards a being bred in a country villoge^ and 
from thence sent to a boarding-school. 180 miles from 
the metropolis^ on leaving which, after nine years caicful 
attention to my education and morals, I have to date the 
commencement of my future troubles. 

I am the youngest of sixteen natural children^ which 
my mother had by Lord William Talbot, Baron of J^feiir; 
•sol. Steward of his Majesty's Household, and Colaqfeli^C 
the Glamorganshire Militia, with whom she kept asecmt 
correspondence for several years. 1 never couM trac^ any 
particular event taking place at my birth, which might 
serve as a presage of the singular adventures which I have 
sinr^ met with ; unless it was in the circumstance of my 
heing a surviving twin, or do I know any thing relative 
to the juvenile part ofmy life, but from the informaUon of 
an only sister considerably eldi^ji' than myself, and whom 
Indeed I had taken to be my mother. From her I learnt 
I was born at London, in the parish of St. Giles, oa the 
2d day of Feb. 177Sj in the house now in part occupied 
hy Mr. -Gosling the banker^^ Lincoln's Inn Fields. 



MART-ANN TALBOT^ li^ 

^he hour which ibrougfat meinto the world deprived me 
of the fostering care of a mother, whose loss I can n^Of 
•ufliciehtly regret, and m a short time was sent to nurse 
at a small village called Worthin, about twelve miU$ 
from Shrewsbury, where I lemained until I had attained 
my tifth year, under the fostering care of an excel- 
lent woman, without feeling the irreparable loss I had 
unstained in the death of the only parent who toight.bave 
l)een my protector and gmde: tJirough Ufe. / 

At the expiration 6f my fifth year, I was removed, 
(I know not by whose orders, but rather imagine by some 
^ieml of Lord Talbot's, who died before I left my nurse) 
to Mrs. Tapperly's boarding school, Foregate-street^ 
Chester, in order to receive a liberal education. Hei^ 
\ remained nine years, unacquainted with the vices 
t)f the world, and knew no misery but seeing chil- 
dren more fortunate than myself receiving the em** 
'traces of their parents and friends. During my residence 
at Mrs. Tapperly's,« I found a kind protector in my only 
surviving sister, who was married to a Mr. Wilson of 
Trevalyn, in the county of Denbigh, North^^Wales. 

In this relative I found every attention and clu:e ex* 
pected from a parent, and whom, indeed, as I have be- 
fore stated, I took to be such. In her society I enjoyed 
the^only gleam of happiness I was doomed to experience^ 
firom the moment of my coming into the world to thepre^ 
sent instant ; and even this was but of short duration ; for 
alas ; iin the bloom of her youth and the flower of her 
age, she unfortunately fell a victim to childbirth, leaving 
me to regret, by the same visitation of Providence, a 
second parent, in the loss of a sister and friend united, 
and whom I tenderly loved; and as such have never 
ceased to lament* She told me the hame she was known by 
before her marriage, was the Hon: Miss Dyer, being th« 
name of the family she waa brought upio^aadpossesaed a 
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fortune of SO^OOOK besides an income of fifteen hundred 
pounds per annum. 

Deprived thus of the only relation and friend I knew ia 
the world ; and that at an age too when I stood most ia 
need of her advice and assistance, I felt a vacuity in my 
heart, which rendered existence irksome. The care of 
me now devolved solely on a gentleman of the name of 
Shuker, who resided at Newport, in the county of Salop, 
who, within three months afker the decease of my sisteiv 
taking on himself the authority of a guardian, removed 
me from the school at Chester, and placed me in his own 
family ; where I soon became sensible of theloss I had 
•ustainedin the death of my dear sister, in a more eminent 
degree than ever ; as the severity of Mr. Sbuker seldom 
permitted me to quit the room assigned me but ai meal* 
times, and seemed by the general conduct of his man« 
ners, to inspire me with a dread of his person^ and 
consequently to avoid as much as possible any con- 
versation on my circumstances, or that of my deceased 
sister. I must confess I was at a loss during the period 
I resided with him, to assign any reason for his condnct 
towards me ; but have since been so perfectly latiaied 
as to its being a premeditated plan of his, to throw ae 
in the way of any person whatever, who would nsmove 
from his care a charge, that, for reasons only known tQ 
himself, made the sight of me to him intolerable. 

I had not been long under the roof of this inhospitaUn 
man, before he introduced me to a Captain Essex Bpwen 
of the 82d regiment of &ot, who I. had once befoieseen 
at Chester, in company #ith Mr. Shuker; and understood 
from him, was tlien on the recruiting serviof. lUa 
was abouta week previous to my quitting Mrs. TapfMtrly'i^ 
and who now appeared to be well acquainted with the 
particulars of my birth and family. 

From the momefU of his introdoction to me at Mc 

Skuker^s 
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Shufcer's, he paid me particular aUention^ which I ao^ 
counted for in coiwequence of Mr. Shuker's obsenring— 
I was to consider him as my future gaardian, he being 
appointed to superintend my education abroad; and re- 
quested me to pay him every possible regard^ as the person 
to whose care I was entrusted. 

' In a few days I quitted Mr. Shaker's in company with 
Oiptain Bowen, who, on our departure, pretended to my 
late guardian, the most inviolable attachment to my fa- 
mily ; and assured him in my hearing, that he would on 
his arrival in town, place me under the care of a female 
friend, in order to complete my education, and knowledge 
of the world ; without which, he declared, I should be con- 
sidered as an alien by my own family. 

Unexperienced in the ways of a deceitful world, my 
jonthful mind was elated at the thoughts of visiting 
London, a pi (»ce which I had heard so much talk of, and 
was highly delighted with the varying scenes which al- 
ternately presented themselves to my view on the road, 
though the season of the year was intflfspicious to beau- 
tiful prospects, being in January, |ff^» On our arrival 
in the capital, which we reached without any remarkable 
circumstance, I was conveyed by Captain Bowen to the 
Salopian coffee-house, Charing-Cross,kept at that time by 
a Mrs. Wright, to whom I was introduced as his Charge ; 
and where I soon after experienced a visible change in 
the manners of my pretended protector ; who, in a very 
short period put in practice the villainous scheme which 
he had, no doubt, before our arrival in town, premedi* 
tately resolved on. Instead of exhibiting the least re- 
morse, or endeavouring to sooth a mind, agitated by his 
proceedingiB, he threw off the mask which had hitherto 
conceal*the villain, and placed in my view the deter- 
mined ruffian. Intimidated by his manners, and in the 
knowledge of no friend near me, I became every thing 
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he couU desire; and;»o far ^ided hi* purposes aft to be* 
come a willing in.strument to my future misfortunes, 

I did not remain long before I was to become. Uie ob- 
ject of more dcgrqdajtion ,* as, in consequence of an order 
from the regiment Captain Bowen belonged to, be was 
ordered to embark for St. Domingo; and projjecting far- 
ther plans on my happiness ; for^ conceiving me f>ro- 
pcrly subjugated to his purpoifie, and ^e^larkiDlg my figure 
\iSLSf extremely well calculated, for tbe situation he bad 
assigned me^ he produced a complete ^uitof m;Ue attiref 
and for the first time made me acquainted m\h the un-* 
manly design he had formed^ of taking me witb hjja to thfi 
West-Indies> in the the menial cstpacity oC his footrbpy. 

I had not much time to deliberate how to, act; ai^d bjf' 
this time knowing his peremptory disposition^ m a £tof 
frenzy and despair, I yielded to the basepropo^^ and 
assumed the character be had tbojaght fit to fissign mOf 
in tbe name of John Taylor, which I ever aft^r retained. 

Thus equipped, I travelled with him to iFaloMUtlb 
where soon after our arrival, we embarked on board the 
Crown transport, Ci^ptain Bishop, and set soil for th€ 
West-Indies on the 20th day of March, 1792* We had 
not been long on our voyage before I began toexperienofi 
the hardships of my situation : shipboard even tp. the lo* 
bust and most daring of the male sex, is at first^i 
unpleasant dwelling ; and it must naturally be suj 
wa5 to one like myself particularly disagreeable i n i 
novelty of my new attire did not exempt me frofn b 
compelled to live and mess with the most menial q( 
(hip's company, as Captain Bow^n never suffered m? 
once after I was onboard to eat with him, but forced me 
to j)ut up with what he left at meal times. 

Fearful of incurring the raillery which ietectioQ 
would have occasioned, I resolved to endure the hard* 




lex. 

pik]^^>wH^ (^lIMeliS^fbr'i^v^al'daiy wch fury; 

im W l^<MiPtlk>ibl|pK^^ f^e it«dtti!«fd 4o imck distress^ 
M t^srend^Uckee^dla^itftir thte pitiiips- «oli»^ kept at 
waAooniim$m\)fyiti*(3mi§^^ #llfeli <«tery penicg^: 

irithout diiltiniitfcm^ ^offi^Mg ewe^ipii3l)wmroh\iged to ii-' 
ibl in fbfe JAcyrfoa8 6fficie;^<it%aii ili dii»icn^^ 
lsfldmt;tlie,diity of asaildr^^bcffDg obliged on aome nfe* 
eenttBjr'^oceasion,^mt to go ^oft^ which frequent u^ rj^^ 
ieiedial lost famUkur, vid by no mean# i^ksome^ 
t fin. addition to our a^ictSQii, ihe storas hirving driTen 
■a aeveral leagues out of dur latitiide^ we "Wf re compeUeel 
to fill ourselves oniiaif jdtowi^ed ; having'^ in our eagef'- 
nes0 ta lighten tbeishipythiDfra 4»Tei1>oard, besides th« 
gpns^ (^ks of water, bags of biscuits^ and many articles 
of indispensable necessity !lo our futwe comfort which ve 
lifter severely missed; in consequence of" Whicb^ we were 
eKMBpelled to put ourselves on ^tbie short' allowance of a 
Uscuit pei?day ; and for water we were so Much distressed; 
as to be wholly without for the space of eigbf*days> dtrr- 
iog which period we were happy in consequence of some 
le showers^ to wring the rain water from our 
^^coats^ which, on such occasions, we nevdir failed to 
^out^ to retain as much as possible the providential 
ffocour received. Nay, to such^extremity were we re* 
dttced for want of this necessarjlf article of life, that I 
have gladly flown to any Utile settlement of water on tha 
4eck, eagerly to apply my lips to the boards to allay tha 
plirching thirst! experienced. 

As if th^ measure of our troubles were not accom^ 
plisbed, our main-top-gallant mast was rent asunder, and 
aifcpt fott^ m<^n busily engaged, at ihtti windlass for out 
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inutaal preservation^ inio the tea, whom wfi nercar n^ 

more. 

Whether id consequence of the agitation I wderwelbt^ 
in the exertion of what I conceived now my dutfj or the 
want of necessary provision, I know not ; but the Mdden 
loss of appetite I experieDced> threatened to bfing eta me 
e ^t of illness. After the storm was abated, a ftveng 
gale sprung up, and being in favour of our course we pfo« 
ceeded at the rite of thirteen and fourteen knots an hoar* 
We arrived at Port-au-Prince in the island of St. Do* 
mingoj early in the month of June ; where, after the 
fatigue and distress I suffered on the voyage, by fertniiaie 
opportunities of taking moderate rest, my health and 
spirits were quickly restored, except a little weakness and 
debility brought afterwards on by the heat of the climate; 
and occasional melancholy reflections on my own mfer- 
tunate situation ; as during my continuance onthisislasd 
I avoided as much as possible^ the sight and compeoy off 
jny destructive and abandoned betrayer. . 

Our stay at St. Domingo was but of short dnration^ 
pwing to the arrival of a packet from England, whiefa 
missed overtaking us, with orders to countermand our de»* 
tination, and to join the troops on tlie Continent, mider 
the command of his Royal Highness the Duke of York, 
by the gale before described. Here it was I was ^1^ff ff^r1 ^ 
to undergo another change of character; for Cryttin 
Bowcn, judging it not convenient to continue me in the 
situation of his foot-boy, proposed my being enrolled in 
the regiment as a drummer, which, on my objecting to, 
he threatened to have me conveyed up the country, and 
sold as a slave. From dread of his really putting his 
threat in execution, I reluctantly acquiesced in bis desire^ 
and was immediately equipped in the dress of a dmm- 
mer» and learnt the art of beating the drum from the in- 
structions of drum-major Rickardson. In pursuance of 

the 
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Che orders brought by the packet> we immediately en^ 
barked on board some transports appointed for that seiy 
vice; and, being favoured with a brisk gale during the 
best part of our voyage, we arrived in safety at the place 
of our destination, a port on the coast of Flanders, the 
name of which I cannot well remember ; as, immediately 
after our debarkation, we were marched off to join the main 
army at head quarters j previous to reaching which I found 
I was to answer the purpose of Capt. Bowen, as before, ia 
the capacity of his drudge and foot-boy, whenever oppor* 
tunity would allow the attendance from my duty as 
drununer. This mode of life was by no means congenial 
to my feelings ; and, indeed, was in my eye worse than 
the situation I was in while foot^boy only, although I 
was more immediately compelled to endure the sight of 
a man, now rendered to me detestable. 

I perfectly remember one, among a multitude of har-* 
rassing excursions, which had nearly proved fatal to hit 
j^loyal Highness the Duke of York, a part of his armyV 
as well as myself. After a long and heavy march of 
thirty miles in one day, without halting but once for re- 
freshment, while pitching our tents and making intrench^ 
ments, a part of our troops, for a time taking rest, were 
surprised and surrounded by the enemy, excepting a small 
space which led to an adjacent wood, and furnished a 
means of retreat to a part of the army, among which I 
was one, though without other apparel than my small* 
clothes, which I had not taken off. The enemy ob- 
serving our camp at rest, made the attempt in the 
middle of the night, owing to which circumstance xntLUf 
others, as well as myself, were equally unprepared in 
point of accoutrements, though the most we suffered on 
this occasion was the alarm, as a large party of Austrians,' 
who had doubtless watched the motion^ of our adversac-^* 
xies, oame timely to our assistance^ and compelled th^ un^' 
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welcome intruders to make a precipitate retreat, by wTiich 
we regained our former stution. 

We continued to have frequent skirmishes with the 
enemy previousi to the grand object of our royal com- 
mander^ namely, the celebrated siege of Valenciennesr, 
tt which place I bex?amc subject to greater hardships than 
any I had hitherto experienced. Compelled to remain 
bmong my comrades wherever duty called, in the rariou* 
struggles which preceded the surrender of the place,- ah 
eye witnes!^ to hundredi* of friendj* and foes, indiscri- 
minately falling around me ; wliere the 11th dragoons, 
conspicuous above the rest, fought with iheir broad- 
swords hand to hand, over heaps of dead and dying sol- 
diers, I was shocked to see many a brave fellow at first 
Init slightly wounded, meet his death by the trampling of 
horses, spurred on by the contending antagonists; during 
these conflicts, obliged to keep a continual roll to drown 
the cries and confusion, on the various scenes of actioiil 
The infantry equally distinguished themselves ; as, where- 
ver the enemy, however superior in number, opposed their 
prc)grcss,they never failed to meet their fate on the peint 
•f the Britisli bayonet. 

Towards the end of this memorable siege, I received 
two wounds, though fortunately neither deep or daiige-** 
T(>ss: the first fro:n a musquet bull, whidi glancing be* 
tf^'ceu my breast and collar bone, struck my rib ; and the 
4^tlier on the small of my back, from the broad sword of 
an Austrian trooper, which, I imagine, rather procecMled 
fri>ni accident than design, the marks of which two 
wounds 1 still bear, though at tlie same time I carefkll^ 
concealed them, from the dread of tl^ir discovering m]f'' 
•e\% and eflecled a perfect cure, by tiie assistance of a liu 
tic ba:»ilican, lint, and a few Dutch drops. These aeci* 
deut.*> luippened on the same day tlur llou. Mr.Tolmacke 
was killed by a luusque; balL 
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answers to his Lordship's questions were fpunded on the 
hardships I had experienced, and is no shape framed to 
deceive. This statement jomed no doubt to the French- 
men's declaring my unwillingness to act in defence of the 
lu^er, with the beating I had a httle before experienced 
from Le Sage, gained me a favourable dismissal from 
Lord Howe, and served as a passport to a situation oa 
board one of the ships in his Loraship's fleet <m board of 
which I was immediately sent. 

Elated with joy on beholding myself placed 6nce moni 
among my countrymen ; as, after my examination before 
Lord Howe, I was stationed on board the Bmnswiek^ 
Captain John Hervey, where the story of my adventuresi 
with the hardships I had suffered, gained me among the 
leamen as many friends as hearers, particularly fortho«e 
I had undergone while on board the Frenchq^. Our 
object in this cruise was to seek the fleet of the enemy, and 
Wing on an engagement. The service allotted me, wat 
to serve at the second gun on the quarter deck, and hand 
Cartridge to the men ; or, to speak in the seamen's phrase^ 
to act in the capacity of j?oa?rfer monkey ; Iliad not however 
been long on board before Captain Hervey obscr\*ing my 
cleanliness and manner different from many lads onboard; 
called me to him, and questioned me as to my friends^ 
and whether I had not run away from some school, to try 
the sea ; findin<^ by my answers I had been better brought 
up and educated than most in my present situation, he 
observed, if I would consider him as a confidential friend^ 
and tell him the whole truth, I should find a protector id 
him, as he had children of his own, and could not tell 
what hardships they might encounter if he wa^dead ; oH 
which I told him I had neither father nor mother living^, 
and that oppression from the person td whose care I was 
entrusted, had first caused my quitting home ; and that^ 
ia short, I was wholly- destitute of any friend in ihi 

world. 
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imposed on/ as money had been remitted to Captain 
Bowen^ and my name mentioned in a way which gave 
rise to suspicions I had hitherto been a stranger to, and 
to explain how he had notwithstanding, treated me, was 
now my purpose to reveal. Having formed my plan, little 
time was necessary to put it in execution. I set out on 
foot that morning for the first place Providence might 
point out; as my deliverance from an enemy's country, 
however inexperienced I might be in some respects, I 
had the precaution to change my drummer's dress for 
one I bad been accustomed to wear when on board, and 
which bore evident marks of the service it had Aeen ; and 
during a long part of my journey I cai'efuUy avoided any. 
town, or place of considerable appearance ; always on 
auch occasions taking a circuitious rout, frequently 
sleeping in a tree, under a hay stack, and sometimes in 
places much less convenient. 

The diminutive and insignificant figure which I madf^ 
in my sailor's attire, served me among the peasantry of 
the country villages, I was under the necessity of passing, 
to obtain refreshment from any struggling boy I could 
meet with on the skirts of the place, as a passport ; for no 
one thought it worth while to question a person of my 
mean appearance. 

In this manner I arrived at Luxemburg in Sep- 
tember, without meeting the least molestation ; beie 
I soon found my ignorance in political matters, had led 
me into an error of a very aukwurd nature ; and that be- 
ing a town in posse^ssion of the French, they would not 
suffer me to proceed farther on my journey. Had I for- 
tunately taken the contrary rout, I should most^probably 
have reached Dunkirk or Calais in one third of the time 
it occupied me, in traversing that part of the countiy ; 
as I have learnt from persons conversant with the maps 
t)f the continent, the distance from Valenciennes to cither 
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#f the last mentioned paftSj is amAll in^oomparison to that 
I had iiiadvertentlj taken to j Luxembitrgi * l^inding my- 
self tlHis siluated> and destitote of every tiecessury of life, 
And in the midst of a country where no one paid me ih# 
smallest regard, I was constrained through mere neces-i 
8it3% though sorely against my wish, to engage ^ith a 
Captain Le Sdge^ commander of a French lugger, oii 
board which I embarked on the seventeenth of Sep*- 
tember, 1793- Soon after which we dropped down the 
Rhine, and sailed on a cruise, when Iwas put toth^ 
most common drudgery of the vessel ; but even this I 
could have borne with patience, had not the painful idea 
occurred to my mind» that in this new situation, I shouM 
be doomed to raise my arm against my countrymen, whic( 
I iearnt too late was the purpose of Le Sage, whom I had 
taken for a captain of a merchantman, but found no othef 
than commander of a .kind of privateer. Fortune hdWA> 
ever, in this one instance, proved kinder to me thafa she* 
had hitherto been accustomed; as on this occasion, ini 
stead of falling in with some of the English merchant* 
men, as it was generally thought we should, and the ar'^ 
dent wish of Lc Sage, our commander; ; we, after cruis** 
ing about four months without any juceess, or meeting 
with any thing worthy notice, felt in with the Brttisib 
fleet, under the command of Admiral LoAi Howe^ theii 
in the Channel. 

On our first f»ight of the British, Le Sage ordered cver^ 
one to their duty ; and observing me to be missing, be 
followed me to where I was concealed among the bal- 
last, to which I had contrived access through the 
cabin, in fear of being obliged to act against my 
country; and finding me persist in an obstinate refusal to 
eome on deck, he beat me on the back and sides with a 
itope iu a most inhuman manner, and drove me before hint^ 
up the cabin stairs; but when on deck I absolutely rcr* 
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fused to assist in defence of his vessel ; and he being tOf 
much occupied to think only of me^ left me to my own 
meditation, llic British now bore on us, and, after 
% trifling resistance from the French, through desperation 
cnly, we' were captured, and I considered as an English 
boy acting against my country, carried with Le Sage and 
bis companions before Lord Howe on board die Queen 
Charlotte to be examined. 

Deing examined by his Lordship on the cause of 
icrving on board an enemy's ship, I briefly told him, 
*' That being without friends in £ngl<ind^ I had accom- 
panied agentlcman to the Continent in capacity of fbot- 
"boy, on whose death, I had in the greatest distriess reached 
Luxembourg, in hopes of getting a passage to my native 
(Country, but finding th«it impossible, it being trt that 
time in possession of the French, I was constrained, though 
much against my inclination, to enter into Le Sage's ve|« 
sel, having experienced during the short stay I made la 
the town, no attention paid to my distress, chiefly^ as I 
imagined, from being English ; and that my determina- 
tion from the moment I engaged with Captain Le Sage 
was to desert the first opportunity that oftcrcd to forward 
my passage to England ; but had I known the intention 
of Lc Sage was to act in an oflensive manner against my 
countrymen, {assured his Lordship, I would rather have 
" perished than been induced to have set my foot onboard 
bis vessel ; havings previous to sailing, taken him to be 
conimander of a merchantman, and as such engaged with 
him. 

Fortunately, his Lordship did not think of questioning 
me concerning the place where my late master died ; as 
in such an event I must unquestionabl}' have acknow- 
ledged myself as a deserter from the Hritish forces at Va- 
lenciennes, being in noway prepared to resist such an ea 
quiry ; as my readers will be convinced the wIiqIc of my 
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•ngwen to his Lordthi^*^ q 
faardBhips I had ezpertented, 
deceive. Tkisstatement j( 
men's declaring my nnwilli 
kiggei> with the beating I i 
from ik Sage; gained me 
Lotd iBowe> and served as 
board one of die ships in his^ Lor 
wlucih I -was immediately sent. 

Elatadcwith joy on beholding myself {ilaeed 6nce moti 
amoagfmy eountrymen ; as^ after my exattxinatioti belfdr^ 
Loid, Howe^ I was ttationed on board the BHins^i<yc| 
Cliiiptaiil John Hervey, where the story of my adventwr^i 
"Irltlb tlius hardships I had suffered^ gained me among thd 
aMuken ail many friehds as hearers^ partictitarly for 'diose 
I liad undergone whiU on board the Frehcht^n. Oar 
dftfeet in'thisctilise was to seek the fleet of the enemy, and 
Srittg on an engagement. The service allotted me, wa|» 
to serve at the second gun on the quarter deck, and hand 
ftltridge to the men ; or, to speak in the seamen's p)ftibe^ 
to.a^iti the capacity of pottdtr monkey ; I had nothbwevc^ 
teeoiOBg on board before Captain Hervey observing m^ 
ekanKne^d and maniter different from manyladt bnbblu'd; 
eaUed me to him, and questioned me as to my friends^ 
iod whedier I had not run away from some 'school, to tt^ 
die sea i finding by my am xs I had been better Sro^ght 
up and educated than mo! in my present 'situation, he 
observed, if I would eonsid ?r him as a confidential friend;^ 
and tell him the whole truth, I should find a protector in' 
bim, as he had children of his own, and couMttiot telt 
what hardships they might encounter if he watf i^ei^ ; ot^ 
which I told him I had neither father norihOtHiKfivrngl 
and, that oppression from the person to whose. c4re f w^. 
•Btrusted, h st caused my quitting home; and tha 
jft short, I 1 loUy-ddb'titute of any fne6d in i^< 
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world. He appeared concerned at my early misfortnnet 
in life, and promoted me immediately to be his principal 
cabin boy, in which capacity I continued to serve him 
until our fleet came within sight of the enemy. 

Three months after my coming on board the 
Brunswick, our fleet fell in with that of the French, 
which brought on the ever memorable action of the 1st 
of June; an event which will ever be remembered with 
heartfelt satisfaction by the brave fellows who shared the 
toils of that auspicious day, and indeed by every lover of 
our glorious constitution and country. I cannot enter 
into a minute description of the action, being in the first 
part so busily engaged, and in the latter so much woumd- 
ed ; and shall, in consequence, commit a description of 
apart our gallant crew took in this exploit by wh|it*I a& 
terwards was informed while lying under core of thd 
wounds I got while employed on board a ship, the gloijf. 
of every one who had the felicity of belonging to h^r I 
mean, '' tkc Brunswick.'* 

This ship sustained a most tremendous conflict, beiog 
singly engaged for a considerable time with three seventy^, 
fours. One of these she sent to the bottom ; another^ 
conceiving her much weakened from her exertipnSj de*»- 
termined to boarJ^ and manucd her yards and sbroadi^? 
with a view of running up along-side, and flinging in wW 
her crew at once. She observing this, with the greatest 
intrepidity and coolness, reserved a whole broadside^ and 
waited her approach. The enemy now drew near, and in 
one discharge the Brunswick brought every mast by the 
board, and scattered her crew like so many mice upon. 
the ocean. The other seventy-four yet remained, and 
^ow attempted to close with the Brunswick, harrassed- 
and enfeebled by her amazing etTorts. At this moment 
theRamilliefi, commanded by Captain Hervey's brotbfr,« 
eame up, and running in between the Brunswick and this. 

Frenchman, 
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Frenchman^ took the enemy^s fire^ and relieved our gal 
I Ant ship. So closely was she at tiroes engaged^ that she 
was unable to haul up her lower deck port lids^ and waa 
therefore obliged to fire through them. Nine were ia 
consequence torn from her side ; and the Ust broad-side 
she gavej every muzzle of her lower deckers touched the 
copper of the enemy's bottom. The chief part of this 
action:! was spectator as wellas actor in^ though strange to 
add, Was not in ^he least indmidateil. Just before th^ 
coming up of the Ramilies^ I received a; severe wound 
above the ankle of my left l^g^ by a g^ape shot, thati 
stmck on the aftermost brace of the guUi which re^ 
bounding on the d^k^ lodged in my leg ; notwithstand** 
ifig wbidi I attempted to rjse three tiipies> but withqpt 
effect^ and on the last effort part of thel>Qn6 projected 
difpn^ the skin, in such a manner as wholly to prevent 
my standing, if I had been able to rise; in addition,. tOi 
ccMoapl^te the misfortune^ I received another wound by 
a musket baUj thaV went completely through my thigb^; 
a Uitle above the knee of the same leg, at|d lay in this 
ciifqpleid state till the engagemekUwesovjCr; ey^ry pei:sOa; 
on board not wodnded^ being tOo muc|i occupi^^ to yields 
me tbe least assistto^e. I remained -in itus sttnation the 
rest of the action ; but nt lengtlk wias conveyed^ with 
many other woujAed^ to the cockpk; where the surgeon^ 
after nudcing mAufier the most excruciating pain^.ccmld 
not extract the grape-shot froia above my ankle, so com-*', 
pletely was it lodged, and surrounded by the swelling 
which soon took place^ and prevented his endeavour^ 
throng fear of injuring the tendons, among which hf: 
declared it lay. 

Our ship being sO much shatter€fd> it was deemed nt** 
cesisbtj she should b6 put in port to undergo repa^ ; in 
ccmsequence of which we were towed into Spithead sooo^ 
after the action : but the severity of my wounds obliged^ 
Bie to kee|> close to my birth, aud was thi)s deprived of the 
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gratifjing pleasure of being hailed with those of my 
gallant messmates, who, on their arrival at Spithead, 
were greeted with the loudest acclamations of applause, 
by their grateful countrymen. With the first convenient 
opportunity, I was conveyed to Ilaslar hospital, af Gos- 
port, and placed under the care of surgeon Dodd, as Out* 
patient, tliere not being sufficient room, from the number 
of wounded seamen^ to admit me into the hospital : dur- 
ing the time 1 lay under his hands, I lodged at No. 2, 
Riemes Alley Gosport,and supported myself with money 
I bad received from Captain Hervey prior to the engi^»- 
ment. After four montiis attendance, and obtaining a 
partial cure; as, surgeon Dodd, though the utmost of his 
^ill was exerted, could not extract the ball^ it h^Sg 
lodged among the tendons, as before stated ; to^Ave cut 
among which, he said, would make me a cripple for' 
life. 

At length, little remaining but the scars wbich I iMl 
carry to my grave, and having obtained in a greM 0Uft« 
sure the use of my leg, I was discharged from the ho^^ 
tal, and soon after entered on board the Vesuvius- bofsls 
Captain Tomlinson, then belonging to the squadrcm «»» 
der the command of Sir Sydney Smith, lying at'Spithead^ 
and immediately commenced a cruise, in hopes of uoteking 
prizes; but- after some weeks, cruising on the Fteack' 
coast without success, we steered for tbC'Meditetnaieaiiiy' 
Slid, on our arrival at Gibraltar, came to ati aadiof^ 
wh^re we continued for three days ; during that time W^ 
xcceived an order to join the squadron under Sir Sjdnqr* 
Smith; on which we immediately weighed, and.'fio*' 
cecded according to the directions received. IfolliiBg 
worth notice occurred until we fell in with Sir Sydney 
and the ships under his command, in company o£ wkicll 
we proceeded to Havre de Grace, where we wevesom 
after separated in a gale; and continuing on tbe Fiencb 
eoast with intent to rejoin Sir Sydney^ fell in with two pri* 
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^ateers near Dunkirk; from whom, observmg their mpe*- 
* jor force. Captain Tomlinson endeavoured to make sail. 
The Frenchman observing his delermination, crowded 
ill the sail he could make, in chase; and we instantly 
:ommenced a running fire, which continued seven hours; 
It the end of which their superior weight of metal 
wrought us to, and were in consequence immediately 
>oarded. What became of Captain Tomlinson, the ves- 
>el, and part of the crew, I know not> as myself, and 
tVilliam Richards, a young midshipman, (in which ca* 
3acity I also acted on board the Vesuvius) were separated 
From the rest, and carried on board one of the two pri- 
rateers that captured us; we unagined the rest were con- 
greyed on board the other ; but I have since reason to 
think the Vesuvius was recaptured^ as she now cositinnef 
an the British service. 

When on board the privateer, who had taken us pri« 
soners, we were deprived of our dirks, and conveyed ta 
IDunkirk, where we were lodged in the prison of St. Clair, 
in Church-street, which had a little before belonged tor 
the nuns of St, Clair, some of whom since the revolution^ 
have settled in England. Here I experienced the hard- 
ships of a French prison for the tedious space of eightetn 
months ; in the course of which time Richards and my- 
self projected a plan for our escape, by getting to the top 
of the prison, in order to jump off; but being obsemed 
by a centinel on duty^ we were both confined in s^aratc 
dungeons, where it was so dark^ I pever saw day light, 
during the whole time, of eleven weeks ; and the only aU 
lowance I had, was bread and water, let down to me firom 
the top of the cell. My bed consisted only ofa little strawy 
not more than half a truss^ which I never had changed^ 
For two days I was so ill in this dreadful place that I 
WAS unable to stur frtm my wretched bed of straw, ta 
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reach the miserable allowance ; which^ in conseqnence^ 
was drawn up in the same state it was the days be- 
fore let down. The next morning a person^ who, I sap- 
pose, was the keeper of the place, came into the dungeon 
without a light, (which way he came I knew not, but sup^ 
pose by a private door, through which I afterwards pasied 
to be released) and called out to me, ^^ Are you dead ;'' to 
which I was only able to reply, by requesting a little 
water, being, parched almost to death by thrist, resulting 
from the fever which preyed on me : he told me he had 
none, and left me in a brutal manner, without offering 
the least relief. Nature quickly restored me to- healtfa, 
and I sought the bread and water with as eager an incIi-« 
nation as a glutton would seek a feast. About five weeks 
after my illness, an exchange of prisoners taking place, I 
obtained my liberty, but did not see any thing of Ricbatdi 
till after my arrival in England^ where I met him by 
chance, near Covent-Garden. 

During my residence in the prison of St. Clair, I eibr 
served among the rest of the prisoners,a very ingenious maOj 
a German, who employed his time, and obtained more 
comforts in this place, fhan most others, by working gold 
wir^in a particular manner, and which he disposed of, in 
the various shapes of bracelets, rings, and ornamental 
chains for ladies dresses, This man seemed fearfol I 
should learn his method of workmanship, and was angiy 
whenever I particulasrly noticed him at his work; not-' 
withstanding, I contrived by frequent sight of themediod 
he used, to bring the secret with me to England. 

I was extremely weak, though in excellent spiritSj on 
my deliverance ffom prison, but could scarcely bear the 
light for some days afterwards, it having an effect on tasj 
eyes, as every thing round me was chalk. I had thoagbti 
pf rctunung to En^Und by the m^ans of those wiio cf* 
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fected my release, but was diverted from this measure hj 
the following circumstance : 

Following my fellow prisoners just released, and from 
the pain in my leg, being considerably behind them, it . 
was my chance to overhear the conversation of a gentle- 
man making inquiries in English, of some seafaring men 
(by appearance) in Church-street, near the market, re- 
specting any lad they knew, willing to make a voyage to 
America, in quality of ships steward. I immediately 
accosted him, and proffered my service, being des- 
titute of necessaries, and prefering such a situation, 
if I could obtain it, to a return to my n^ative coun- 
try, among the rest of my countrymen lately ex- 
changed. The gentleman immediately asking me my 
present situation at Dunkirk, which I briefly explained ; 
ID consequence of which I accompanied him back to the 
prison of St. Clair, where finding by the keepers of thd 
prison I had given him a true relation, he engaged me in 
tbe above capacity to perform the voyage to New- York, 
and from thence to England (which he informed me 
would be his next voyage) for 501. and all I could make, 
at the same time advancing me sufficient cash in part/ 
to fit me out: his name was Captain John Fie^, of the 
Ariel^ merchantman, New^York, on board which vessel I 
directly embarked ; and during our short stay at Dunkirk, 
was employed in correcting the ship's books, paying the 
men, victualling the ship, and taking in the cargo. Our 
vessel was chiefly laden with bale-goods, among which 
was French lace to the value of 50001. We set sail for 
New- York, in the month of Aug. 1796, and arrived af- 
ter asaccessfui and expeditious voyage of not more than 
« month, at the place of our destination, which, on going 
x>n shore I mistook for London, apd particularly remarked 
a church, so like the one in Covent-garden, that 1 abso- 
lutely mistook it to be that church. I was detained little 
more &UUk a foUnight at New- York, and was. chiefly em- 
ployed 
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ployed in taking an account of the goods delivered to tbe 
respective owners, after \vhich duty, I accepted an invi» 
talion to accompany my Captain in an excursion to 
l?rovidencc State, in Khodc Island, where his family 
resided. During this journey, and indeed the whole of 
the voyage, I was considered rather as a friend and com* 
panion, by Captain Field, than a person in hispay^ and 
iiiuler his command. 

On our arrival at Rhode Island, we fouT^d Captain 
Field's faftiily in good health ; it consisted of his wife, 
four children, and a niece. Here 1 spent the most agiee- 
able fortnight of my life ; ns the Captain neither paid nor 
received any visits, but I made one of the party : Mrs* 
Field also appeared equally attached to me, which made the 
short time I continued among this worthy family, appear 
to me but as a ^ream, so few and transient were my dajp 
of happiness. Among other visits, we made one to Mr« 
F'ield, the Captain's father , a very cigreeable and wortfay 
gentleman. The only circumstance of an unpleasanlMr 
ture that occured during my stay in America, was the 
great partiality the Captain's niece had to mycompanj!^ 
«and which proceeded to such an extent, as to make me the 
oiVer of her hand in marriage. I made several exGQKi^ 
but could not divert her attention from what she propoicd. 
Mrs. Field at length being acquainted with the circmii* 
stance, made my youth and inexperience in the world>a 
great objection ; but neither my excuses, or Mrs* FieM^ 
request, had any weight, opposed to the young lady's iih 
clin<ation, which she endeavoured to accomplish to \lie 
last hour of my residence at Rhode Island. She re- 
quested before Mrs. Fiek], that I would make her a pie* 
sent oi my picture ; for which purpose I sat for a minia- 
ture at New York, in the full uniform dress of an Ane* 
rican oflicer — for this picture I paid eighteen doUare. 
The time of our departure for England being arrived, I 
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reluctantly took my leave of Mrs. Field, and family ; but 
liad scarcely proceeded two miles on the way to New- 
Tfork, before I was summoned back, being overtaken by 
« servant, who informed the Captain and myself/ we 
miust come back, as the young lady was in strong fits. 
"We r^tntned, * aud found her still in a fit, out of which, 
^with gceat difficulty we recovered her ; and I by making 
Iier a promise of a speedy retprn from England, with 
^eu reluctance on- her ipart, toofi: my final departure. 
• Ourstay at New-York was but short ; the mate, in th^ 
absence of Captain Field and myself, having taken charge 
of the cargo consigned to England, and obtained the ne* 
cessaxy invoices of the goods ; chiefly manufactured cot-« 
ton, and camblets. This, had I remained on board, 
irould have been part of my duty; but through indul- 
gence from the captain, was performed by another. We 
proceeded on our voys^e to England with a favourble 
wind, and arrived atCowes, in the Isle of Wight, with-> 
out meeting with any thing particular on the way. Our 
provisions failing short, we took in some fresh, and after 
waiting -three days for a convoy, proceeded to the river 
Thames, where we safely cast anchor on the 20th of No- 
vember, 1796, and came to a mooring in the tier off 
Church-holc, Rothcrhithe. We delivered our cargd, 
and had been some days taking in a- fresh one, Captaia 
Field not thinking of staying longer in England than ab- 
solutely necessary for taking in an outWftTd bound cargo; ^^ 
and the many acts of friendship I had experienced from 
this gentleman, determined me to accompany him in 
any voyage he might undertake ; particularly as he ba4 
often informed me if I continued with him a voyage or 
two more, he would resign the command of the vessel to 
me ; it being his intention to retire from the sea service 
in a short time. He told me be had an idea of making m 
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trading voyage up the Mediterranean, and commissioned 
me to purchase some maps, charts, &c. necessary for such 
an undertaking, which I in consequence bought (at 
Tadens, who then resided at the corner of St Martin's 
Lane, Strand,) by his direction. 

Being short of men to work the ship, the Captain had 
engaged two fresh hiinds, who came on board the after* 
noon of the same day, myself being the only officer on 
board > I took the description of their persons, and enter- 
ed their names on the ship's books, being employed at 
the same time in settling my accounts in the cabin, and 
loose cash, with some bauk-notes lying on the desk. Af- 
ter giving tliem orders to assist in swabbing the decks the 
first thing in the morning, I dismissed them. Soon after 
twelve o'clock at night, I was awakened by a violent noise 
at the upper cabin door, with a crash, as if some part of it 
had given way. Alarmed at the moment, I searched for a 
tinder-box, to strike a light ; but through hurry 
could not lay my hand on it, as almost at the same 
instant 1 catchcd hold of a brace of pistols, which 
luHig on thu side of the cabin fire-place ; these to mjr 
great surprize I found uuloaded. A second attempt of a 
mure violent nature than the first, being made at the inner 
door, I recollected a sword which hung over tlie captain's 
birth, which suddenly I took down : at tlie instant the 
cabin door had given way, by a wrench from an iron 
crow^ or some such instrument, 1 knowing the* situation 
S>f the door, with the sword in my hand made towards it, 
and imuiediately made a thrust that I knew must wound 
deep, from the difficulty 1 found in drawing it back : I 
heard neither groan, or noise; but found the intruder, 
Hhoevof he was, retired. 1 now sought the tinder-box, 
und struck a light, secured the door, and sat up the re- 
mainder of the night. The fir^t thing in the morning tlus 
nf/cn observed a quantity of blood on the deck, in a track 
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from the cabin door, which the^ noticed as being broke^ 
and asked me if any thing particular had happened ; to 
which I made no reply ; but on finding Mac Gregory, one 
of the new engaged hands, to be absent, I inquired after 
him, and was informed he was unwell from an accident 
he had met with the night before in getting into bis birth. 
I made no other inquiries; but waited until the captain 
should come on board, which he did about eleven o'clock 
the same morning ; and on entering the cabin, noticed' 
the shattered condition of the door. When I informed 
him of the particulars, adding, the man I suspected, 
Mac Gregory, still remained in the ship, the captain in- 
stantly ordered him to be brought forward, when his thigh 
was discovered to be dreadfully swelled, and the marks of 
the wound shewed a sword or some such weapon to have 
passed through his thigh. He could make no defence to 
my accusation of his attempt to rob the cabin, and break- 
ing the door. Captain Field finding his wound danger j 
ous, sent him to St. Thomas's hospital, where he escaped 
prosecution, by the ship's sailing before he could obtain 
a cure. 

A few days after this affair, the mate John Jones (a na- 
tive of New-Providence) and myself, agreed on a little 
excursion on shore, previous to our leaving England, to 
which purpose we put on a plain seaman's dress, knowing 
the prejudice of most of the lower people about Wapping, 
against officers of any description, whom in general they 
consider as little better than spies on their actions. But 
while about to land at St. Catharine's, we were attacked 
by a press-gang, whom we resolutely opposed ; I in my 
defence taking up one of the skullers of the boat, with 
which I struck one or two who attempted to secure me. la 
this contest I received a wound on my head by a cutlass^ 
a large seam from which remains to the present hour^ 
After a long struggle, during which I was tunbled out of 
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the boat ii]) tu my arm-pits in water, tlie mate and my- 
self were both secured ; fortunately for him, he had lii?» 
warrant as an American officer about hini, which procured 
Ills discharge, when taken on l)oard the tender. On my 
examination taking place, not prepared for such an event, 
1 had inadvertently left my protection as an American on 
board the Ariel, behind me. This circumstance, with the 
treachery of Jones, who informed the regulating cap- 
tain I was an Englishman^ thereby thinking to get rid ol 
a dangerous rival, (he being particularly attached to the 
niece of Captain Field, but had lost all hope of success 
with her, by her known partiality for me) and moreover 
stated I was the best seaman on board their vc:J»seI. Tbia 
declaration, joined with the want of the certificate I had 
left in tlM3 Ariel, occasioned my detention on boajd the 
tender for three days and niglit:*. In this situation my 
indignation at the treachery of Jones, .igitated me beyond 
awiy thing I had hitherto suffered ; and I thought on va- 
rious schemes, but without putting any in practice, to 
effect my deliverance. At length there being a sufficient 
number of impressed men collected to clear the tender 
for the reception of others, myself with the rest of 
the men confined were brought upon deck, in ordeir 
to be sent to different ships. Finding I had nothing 
to prevent this, but a disclosure of what I had so loirjj 
Icept within my own breast, I accosted the inspecting of- 
ficers, and told them I was unfit to serve his Mcycsty in 
the way of my fellow sufferers, being a female. On this 
assertion they both appeared greatly surprized ; and at 
iir.H thought I had fabricati^d a !^tory to be dischargee!^ 
and sent me to tho surgcoii, whom I soon convinced of 
the truth of my assertion. The officers upbraided each 
other with ignorance at not discovering before, my being 
■'Woman, and readily gave me a discharge. 

R<^bo1vcd ncTcr to goon board the Ariel/aftcr tbe dis- 
closure 
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closure of my sex, I wrote to Captain Field, without mcii- 
lioning the way in which I obtained a discharge from the 
tender, only recjuesting he would meet me as soon as pos^ 
sible at a, house the corner of Tower Street, Tower Hill ; 
he being on board at the time, my letter had not. be* n dis- 
patched long, before he gave me the meeting, and was 
a.^tonishcd, at my disclosing to him the manner in which 
I obtained my liberty. It was some time before I could 
convince him I was really a woman ; having for such a 
length of time known me experience hardships so oppo* 
site the delicacy of the female sex. He endeavoured to 
prevail on me to accompany him in hiinj^tcnded voyage, 
but no arguments could induce me (after acknowledging 
former favours received) to accompany him, or indeed for 
the present to think of the sea-service, in any way what- 
ever. Finding his applications fruitless, he honourably 
paid me every shilling due on our engagement, and be- 
side made me a very handsome present. After this. in- 
terview I saw him but twice, nothing material passing he* 
tween us, except his earnest desire of my disguising my 
sex, and resuming my former situation, which he could 
never prevail on me to accede to. 

With money in my pocket, I was undetermined how to 
act, but for the present took a lodging in East-Smithfield, 
and during my residence here, made several applications 
at the Navy-pay-office, Somerset House, for money due to 
mo, for service on hoard the Brunswick, and the Vesu- 
vius bomb, from which I was tak<?n by the French, ex- 
clusive of prize-money I was entitlec) to, by captures trn 
the firstof June; atlejigth I was directed to apply respect* 
big the prize-uKMicy to the Agent, No. 4, Arundell-strcet, 
Strand, where I immediately W(Mit, and was desired to 
fall another time : being vexed at the disappointment, [ 
returned to Somerset House; wliere, through many di.5* 
appointment, I made use of iiii^iiuge which guvc ofl'ene<^ 
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to some of the gentlemen, ana was immediately convey- 
ed to Bow-streeet, on the 31st of December, 1796. Here 
I underwent a long examination, which lasted till near 
twelve oVlock, before the sitting magistrate, now Sir 
Richard Ford, to whom I produced my discharge from 
the tender, and other documents to prove the sufferings 
and hardships I had undergone, so much to his satisfac- 
tion, that I obtained a discharge, and was requested to 
attend the Monday following at two o'clock, which I 
did, and found there several magistrates assembled, 
where I underwent a long private examination, the con- 
sequence was, a subscription was immediately made, and 
by the recommendation of some gentlemen present, I wag 
placed in a lodging at the house of Mrs. Jones, Falcon 
Court, Shoe Lane, with a strict injunction, if possible, to 
break me of the masculine habit I was so much used to. 
I received twelve shillings a week for a support till I could 
get the money due to me from Government. The above 
sum was regularly paid me from the above subscription^ 
by a Mr. Pritchard of New-Inn, who was present at my 
last examination, and to whom Mrs. Jones was laundress. 
I had not yet changed my seaman's attire ; but dur« 
ing the stay I made >vith Mrs. Jones, I resumed the dress 
of my own sex, though at times I could not so far forget 
my seafaring habits, but frequently dressed myself, and 
took excursions as a sailor. In less than a month, I re- 
ceived the greater part of the money due to me from the 
Navy-pay-office, which I cheerfully participated in the 
family of Mrs. Jones; who, notwithstanding, treated me 
ill an ungrateful manner, misrepresenting me to the 
gentlemen who had raised the subscription, as a person on 
A'liom their boutitj was misplaced, and being inclined to 
masculine propensities^, more than what became a female; 
such as smoakiug, drinking grog, &c. though I never 
took any of the latter, but she was always invited toapart, 
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^t\d of which I never found her backward in taking a good 
allowance . Whenever I dressed myself as a sailor, I 
sought the company of some messmates I had known on 
board the Brunswick^ and as long as my money lasted, 
spent it in company with the brave fellows, at the Coach 
and Horses, opposite Somerset House, a place where 
they mostly frequented. 

I removed from Mrs. Jones's to Chichester Rents, 
Chancery Lane, and lodged with a very decent woman, 
named Higgins, where the grape-shot which had re- 
mained in my leg from the time of our engagement in the 
Brunswick, June 1794, worked itself out in Feb. 1797 — 
the reason I imagine, proceeded from the wounds break- 
ing out afresh, in consequence of my too free use of spi- 
rituous liquors, since my residence on shore. I kept the 
ball by me for some time, to which there adhered a quan- 
tity of flesh ; but was obliged at last to throw it in the 
fire, from the offensive smell of the flesh, which soon pu- 
trificd; my leg, notwithstanding the ball was out, conti- 
nued so bad, that I applied for admission to St. Bartho- 
lomew's hospital, and went in as a female, though I fre-* 
quently wore, while under cure, my sailor's dress, and 
in consequence was taken as a man in the woman's ward, 
by strangers. I remained in Watt's ward, under surgeon 
Blake four months, and during the time had several pieces 
of shattered bone taken from my leg ; and at length it 
being to all appearance well, I \*as accordingly dis- 
charged. The cure, however, did not prove of any 
long duration, the bone being being very much injured, • 
and my blood continuing in ar bad state, it soon broke 
out again. In this situation, without any place of refuge, 
or means of subsistence, I was advised to petition his 
Royal Highness the Duke of York for relief; and ac- 
cordingly applied to a gentleman, who drew up a petition, 
stating the various hardships I had undergone by sea and 
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land, and got it signed by her Grace the f)utchc3S of De- 
vonshire, and Sir William Pulteney ; I left it at the 
Horse Guards, with Captain Nowell, secretary to his 
Royal Highness. In less than a fortnight, I called at 
the Horse Guards, and received from Captain Nowell 
five guineas, with my petition signed by his Royal High- 
;ness, as well as her Royal Hignessthc Duchess of York, 
and directions, when I called, that 1 should present it to 
her Majesty, I afterwards got it signed by Sir James Pul- 
teney ; and through Mr. Dundas, meant to have priisented 
it to her Majesty ; I taking the opportunity of a court day 
to give it to him for that purpose, as he was passing to the 
royal apartments; he remarking it was not intended for 
him, I tola him no — but Twisbod him to present it to her 
Majesty from myself, and accordingly left it with him. 

Not hearing any thing in consequence of my petitioni 
and the money I had received from his Royal Highness 
the Duke of York, being expended, 1 for my present 
s<upport, thought if I could obtain a machine similar to 
the one I observed the German use in the prison of St. 
Clair, wiih which he manufactured the gold wire, I might 
obtain a comfortable subsistence; and for that purpose 
I called on Mr. Loyer, a jeweller in Denmark-street, St« 
Giles's, in order, if possible, to get a machine from my de- 
scription, made. Mr. Loycr, from my instructions, soon 
produced an instrument thai every way answered the pur- 
pose ; and having informed him of the purpose to which 
it was intended, he informed me, if I would manufacture 
It in his house, he had no doubt he ccnild from his con- 
nection, dispose of eiioui^h to keep me constantly era- 
ployed. I made no obje(L!iion to his proposal, and worked 
gold wire in various shapes, so much to his satis- 
faction, that I continued in his employ some time- 
Mr. Loycr keeping a number of persons employed, my- 
self, as well as others, worked together ; among whom 

was 



ADMISSION TO ST. OEORGS's HOSPITAL. IQl 

was a G€rman, named Hicronimo, who, observing the 
manner in which I worked, afterwards practised it as 
part of his profession, and worked on the same, during 
the time I continued in Mr. Loyer's employ. Finding the 
money I received not adequate to support me in a proper 
manner, my wotmded leg geltifig so bad as to put me to 
considerable inconvenience, I applied to Mi". Loyer for an 
advancement of price, which, he objectirfg to, knowing 
he had Hierohimo to work it if I left him, we parted ; 
before which, being jealous I should learn every thing in 
the jewellery business, having been able to Work in 
more branches than the one he engaged me for, he re* 
moved me for some time previous to my quitting him, to 
a separate apartment from the shop, where I worked by 
myself. 

On my quitting Mr. Loyer's, my leg getting vfrotse, \ 
gained admission to St. George's hospital, and experi- 
enced a tedious confinement of seven months. Being 
carefully attended by surgeons Keate, and Griffiths ; and 
while thus situated, was enabled to enjoy many comforts 
which this charitable institution does not supply, from, 
the benevolent attention of Mrs. Emma Raynes, a lady 
to whom I shall ever confess an obligation; as, immedi- 
ately on my obtaining a discharge from the hospital, shi- 
provided me with a decent lodging in Tottenham Court'* 
Road, and supported me for a considerable time at hcjp 
own expence, though I had no other claim to her pro- 
tection than my necessitous condition, prompted her at- 
tention to. Previous to my finding a friend in this lady, 
it was judged by several in the hospital, from the low 
state I was reduced to, (my bones cotniiig almost througb 
the skin) I should not get over the illness under ^vhich I 
laboured, from the pain of my woundediimtt, and I pro- 
cured some little necef?saries from a subscti])tioh made by 
Uie young gentlemen, pupils, who attend the hospital ; 
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one of whom^ named Saife, (I ima^^ine) in joke, offered 
me half a crown a week while I lived, to have my bodjr 
when dead : however he might mean it, I knew not, but 
it produced such an aversion to physic in me, that while 
1 remained under cure, I would take no more medicine, 
fearing it would hasten my death ; and I remarked, my 
wound healed faster than before. Weary of the hospital, 
I solicited a discharge, though my leg was by no means 
well ; and through the kindness of Mrs. Raynes, had 
every necessary provided for my use. Unwilling to re- 
main a burthen on the generosity of this lady, longer than 
I could possibly help myself, I came to a resolution of 
piaking my sufferings known to some persons of distinction, 
(having heard nothing relative to the petition I had left 
in the hands of Mr. Dundas, to be presented to her Ma- 
jesty.) I wrote immediately to his grace the Duke of Nor- 
folk, whose humane and charitable disposition is too well 
known, for me to enlarge on. The result of my appli- 
cation was successful, as I received a very handsome pre- 
sent from his grace, to whom I was introduced^ afler 
waiting some time in the library. 

This seasonable relief was to me of the greatest service, 
though in part it placed me under a very embarrassing cur- 
cumstance. Fearing my little fund would be exhausted 
before I could get another supply^ I endeavoured, as far as 
my circumstances would admit, to make as decent an ap- 
pearance as possible, that I might more readily appear be- 
fore the illustrious personages who had recommended the 
presentation of my petition to her Majesty, and to ob- 
tain, if possible, a knowledge, whether it had been pre- 
sented by Mr. Dundas, or not. At this time I bad re- 
moved from the lodging provided me by Mrs. Raynes to 
another near Ratbbone Place ; and having at times, pre- 
vious to my removal, wore a UtUo powder in my hair w^ben-: 
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ever I liad occaii^ioQ to call at the houses of J^oblc pa:* 
sons, to whom I had made ray case known, I was inibnn'> 
vd agiiinst as an unqualified person, having no license> 
through the malice of* my last landladyti sister, and re- 
c eivcd a summons to attend the* Cjommissicfuers of tlw 
Stamp Office, from the solicitor MrJ Bsdourt, in F^b* 
I799t — ^to answer tlie ' accusation ; -under this situa^^ 
tion, withdut money or. a friend to cooie forward on nljr 
behalf, I attended on the. day meiitioned^ in the notice 
I had received, and set up in my defence to the accus£i«> 
tion^ that I had never worn powder as an article of dress 
though I had frequently made use qfiit iti defence of my 
King and Country; this assertion from a female excited 
the curiosity of the Commissioners; who questioned me^ 
under what circumstance, I could make use of powdor 
in the way understood from my speech, when 1 r^ated 
the several incidents of my life, in the *'ljaud, as well as 
sea service, likewise my examination atBpw Street,iafter 
applying .for my pay at the Navy Officei Gn conclucfing 
my •defence, and remarking the distress of my present 
situation, the Commissioners, and other gentlemen pre- 
sent made a handsome collection, and presented me 
with it to the extreme mortification of the informer, who 
rather expected a share of the penalty she supposed I 
should be under the necessity of paying, than, that her 
spite against me should turn out so much to my advan- 
tage; on the contrary, my late landlady her sister, ex- 
pcessed herself greatly pleased with the fortunate turn 
in my favour; and her sincerity I did not doubt, from 
the many little kindnesses I had before experienced from 
her. Mr. Escourt the gentleman from whom 'I received 
the notice to •attend on the Commi9sionci's,ypavc mo a 
letter to EVan ISepcan, Esq, of the Admiralty, on what 
subject I knew not, but .rather suppose-to be in relation 
toinyj^clf; which tiiough I delivered at the Admirahy 
Vol. 11. . . - cc OJfica, 
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Office, I never heard any thing of after. To avoid as 
much as possible future disagreeable, and to obtain a 
bum which might enable me to establish myself in a little 
ironifort, I thought on the petition I had long since left 
in the hands of Mr. Dundas ; and as it was originally 
recommended to be presented to her Majesty; hy the 
message I had received from his Royal Highness the 
Duke of York, I resolved to. wait on his Highness at 
Oatlands, to inform him I had never received an answer 
to his royal recommendation; on my arrival atOatlands, 
I sent in my name and business^ by one of the attendants 
on his Iloyal Highness — and received in answer a gui- 
nea^ and a message that his Royal Highness would make 
an immediate enquiry concerning where the petition 
lay ; and as I had left a direction where I lodged in 
town^ a few days after^ I received a quantity of fiemale 
apparel from Oatlands — sent as I imagine by order of 
her Royal Highniess the Dutchess of York. 

It will naturally strike many of my readers, die long 
silence I have kept with regard to Mr. Shuker, particu- 
larly as he was the only person^ who could have inform- 
ed mc of many circumstances relative to my family, and 
interests ; I need not ofler as an excuse for my negligenee 
in this particular, '' that I had been so much occupied 
by a variety of circumstances, each following the otiier, 
with a rapidity, as wholly to prevent, had it been mj 
intention, an earlier seeking his explanation." I had 
in a great measure been prevented applying to Mr. Shvt- 
ker before, in consequence of Messrs. Winter and Hay^ 
of Lung Acre, through the recommendation of Justice 
Bond, having taken the trouble of writing toMr. Wilson 
.of Trevallyn, several times, for the particulars rela- 
ting to my birth and expectations; but as he never 
obtained au answer to either of the letters lent, I 
thought it best to apply to Mr. Shuker in person. - Du- 
ring ihe doubt I remained under with respect to«'the 

success 
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sMCcess of sxay peti^oDj» I ^^^^un^d ^ pay thU gentle- 
tnan a visitj w^d Wi^j^t to Sbr^wsbiiry^ by the Mail; 
s^id put up at the Talbot^ kept at tbiit time by Mr. Purs- 
i^Wj I theapirQcee4ed to NewpofV if^x. Sl^uker's je^ideifice,, 
io a return chaise; but finding a, difficulty of beiug in- 
jDoduced to him as a female^ not cjjiusiag to s^nd in my 
lame^i but that i^^lady wished to spefi)^,ifU^ him^ whic|9.f 
)Ot suqoeeding to my expectation I returned to Shr^wsr, 
^my^ and procured iLU ^^ign's uniform of a person in 
Dog LftAe^ who dealt in cloaths frpl^ Lcmdq^^ not wish- 
ng to change my, dress at Mn Purslow's, where I 
nraa known^ I went to the Bavefi Ijm, in Raven Street^ 
frb^e I changed my female attire^ for the one I had 
irocured the loan of^in which dress I walked to the 
^pb^ut and Castle^ in Mardol^ and hiring a horse^ 
rode back to Newport, When I palled at Mr. Shuker*s 
lottscj I sent a message in by ^ servant^ that a gen^n 
nan wished to speak with Mr. Shuker, and in return 
eceived an answer to send in my name and business; 
which I replied, I waited on him, knowing Captain 
Sawen of the 82d Regiment, and had something parti* 
ndfir to communicate ; on which I was immediately inr 
xo4iiced to him, and though labouring under considera* 
)le 4g|tation^ I asked him if he knew a Miss Talbot, or 
*Qold inform me what had become of her; he said 
le bad known her well, but^ that she died abroad 
nth^ year 1793. of which he was well iilformed by let- 
ers in his possession, I told him I doubted the fact, 
ind wished to see the letters mentioned, which he 
ivaded ; I then asked him if she had any parr 
icolar mark^ or that he should know her well enough 
o sweaf to her person, if he was to see her; l^e replied 
te could identify her, among a thousand, that she was 
L twiq, and had a deficiency on the left side of her fove* 
^eadj I immediately put i^y hair asjide/ ai^d pointed my 
^ CCS fc^f^j. 
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fJngcr, to the part of my forehead he had dcscribecl, 
and briskly drawing my sword, declared he was my 
prisoner, and should account to me for the defici- 
ency of what I supposed he had dciVauded me. I 
informed him that I was Miss Talbot, and had visited 
bim, for the express purpose of obtaining the property 
htc had certainly deprived me of, knowing, that when I 
was entrusted to his care, he had a sufficient indemnifi* 
cation for what trouble or expencc he might be put to, 
find had no doubt something considerable in tmst for 
my use ; he appeared surprised and confounded, and 
uttering, he was a ruined man repeatedly, he trem- 
bled much, and abruptly quitted the room; I was 
mysc^lf greatly agitated, but conceiving myself io 
much injured, I immediately went ^o Shrew'sbniy m 
order to take a lawyer's advice how I sbpuld proceed,- 
and applied to a Mr. Locksdalc, who unfortunately was 
from home; getting no satisfactory intelligence, I return- 
ed to Newport with a determination, if possible, to get 
from Mr. Shuker, an information of my family, connec- 
tions, and expeclatiou. When I arrived at Newport, I 
learnt to my prreat disappointment, that Mr. Shukerhad 
suddenly retired from his house, and in less tfian three 
days from the time, was found dead in his bed at a 
place called Longford, near Newport, without any pre- 
vious appearance of illness. Thus frustrated in' gaining 
the intelligence I so much needed, I left the place in 
great distress of mind, with a scanty pittance in my 
pocket, which wholly prevented my proceeding to Mr^ 
%\'iLson\s, atTrevallyn, which I otherwise should have 
done, thouizh his wilful neglect in answering the letters 
sent by Messrs. Winter and Hay, left me in great 
donht as to the rece|»tion he might have given mc, 
I now took the road to Loiulon, \*here I soon 'ar- 
rived, without any other prospect liian the imcertaiti 
hope of u bettor ^ucce.^? with my petition, and thinking 

soiut? 



Bomc money was still due to me for pay, I applied to 
liord Spencer^ then first Lord of the Admiralty^ and saw 
his Lordship^ who presented me with a guinea, and it 
being in the morning, ordered me some refreshment; 
when I had an excellent breakfast prepared in an ad- 
joining room. 

My existence chiefly depended now, on the liberality of 
many Noble and generous persons, to whom I was neces- 
sitated to make my case known, and the frequent walks 
I was obliged to take in the course of the days I was so 
employed, caused the wounds of my leg to break out 
again, as wholly to ' deprive me of walking, many 
pieces of the shattered bone occasionally coming but of 
my leg; to remedy this, I got admitted into Middlesex: 
hospital, and about a fortnight after my admission, I 
received a message from Justice Bond, to attend if poa* 
sible at Bow Street, to confront a female, who, in the 
dress of a Light Horseman had taken the name of Jolui 
Taylor, and represented herself in a 'way to be mistaken 
for mo. I accompanied the person who brought me the 
letter to Bow Street, and saw a fine looking woman 
about five feet ten inches high, whom Mr. Bond desir^ 
me to question as to the situation she had occupied 
on board the Brunswick, where she reported to hare 
bec*n wounded ; a very few questions brought her to a 
c'onfossion, that she was not the person she had pretcna- 
i-d,.and not giving a satisfactory account of herself, was 
connuitted to the House of Correction for thre^ months^ 
as a vagrant. William Richards, my fellow prisoner 
in Franco, chancing to pass in Bow Street, I called to 
liiin from thr couch, and he went with me into the O^ 
ficc and offered to make oath as to my identity s but Mr. 
I^ond informed him he was sufficiently satisfied who ^a» 
Uu! impostor. Several persons in tl>e Office told me th\a 
woman had been imposing^on the public ill my nam^ 

for 
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for some time past^ and congratulated me on her detec« 
tion. 

On my return from Bow Street, while getting oat of 
the coach at the door of my lodging where I called previ- 
ous to my return to the Hospital, I was followed into the 
passage by a Hair-dresser, named Spraggs, of Cleveland 
Street^ who mistaking me for a lodger in the same 
house^ with whom he had a dispute respecting a w%sbe 
had of him J struck me a violent blow which brought me 
to the ground, and cut my head in a shocking manner, 
and materially hurt my wounded leg by kicking me in 
the passage ; I afterwards learnt the cause of his vio- 
lence was. That he had sold a wig to a lady* and that 
she was prevented paying him, by the assertion of ano- 
ther Hair-dresser, that the wig was not his property to 
sell, but belonged to him, a Mr. Kennedy. Mr«Spraggs 
in consequence when he applied for payment, learnt the 
particulars; and not getting the money he expectedj 
brought an action in the Marshalsea court, but was non- 
suited by not attending to prove the wig his property. 
Thus disappointed, he took the above method of revenge, 
and in riit^e mistook the person ; my friends advised me 
to get a warrant for the assault, and I immediately re- 
turned to Bow Street, where a warrant was granted me. 
Spraggs however kept out of the way for several days, 
but at last it was served on him, and he was obliged to 
fiud bail for his appearance at the Quarter Sessions^ 
Clerkcnwell Green ; — by returning to Bow Street, on 
the day 1 left the hospital, I could not return tliere 
that night, and was obliged to wait till the regular day 
of taking in patients, before I could regain my fonner 
place in the hospiUil, When the trial came on at Cler- 
kenwell, I was still in the hospital, but knowing the 
lime it was to come on, I requested leave of absence from 
Surgeon Miners, which 1 obtained, and attended three 
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days before my cfause canie on; Mr, Sylveteter, the pte* 
■ent Recorder of London pleaded my cause^ witboat 
taking the leaait gratuity ; on the contrary, when I at- 
tended him to state to him the case, he made me a hand- 
some present. Very little defence *was aittempted in 
behalf of S^yraggs, vfht was found guilty '^ the assault, 
and sentenced to pay me iO/. for the injury he had doneC 
This trial oVer I returned to MiddksM hospital^ and 
throttj^ the skill and attention of Sutgeon Miners, { 
was once more enabled to>\ase my wotlnded leg, though 
by no m^ans given to ande^stand I had obtained a radl* 
cal cure. Soon after, quitting the hospital^ I received a 
notice to attend at the War Office, where Ireceiveda 
letter directed to L6rd Morton, at Buckingham House; 
itmck at once that it related to the pelrlion I had left 
for her Majesty's sight, and i^hich I imagined his Rdyid 
Highness the Duke df York had sought after, agreeable 
to the message I received at Oatlands. I went to Buck«> 
ingham House, and saying I had a letter *ft'om the War 
Office for Lord Morton, was directly introdneed to hiti 
Lordship, who, on reading the letter, informed me it 
related to my petition, &nd conducted me to another 
apaTtment, where I saw aladynicated, whose 'hand Lord 
Morton desired me to kiss; after which, I returned with 
liis Lordi^hip to the apartment I wlis firit introduced to, 
and received five guineas from his Lordship's hands^ on 
'quitting Buckihgham House. ' * 

The Lady whose hand I ki^d did not ask me a ques- 
tion, or speak a word : I imiigltted it might be her Mo-> 
jesty, though Lord Morton had not mentioned atiy 
thing concerning her title or rank ; bttt i was soon after 
confirmed in my opinion by recognuting' in the sight of 
her Majesty in public, the -lady whose hand I had the. 
honour of kissing at 6ttckingham>liouse., Lord Mortfon 
directed me to appllr to the war^ffice, where I iTas inferm- 

ed 
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eA I must attend on a future day, in my sailor'3 dress, t 
recoive a half-year's payment of her Majesty's bount} 
which I afterwards did, in the name of John Tayloi 
though my*- name on the war-office book stood Tayloi 
John. This-tvas in August, 1799. 

On my quitting Middlesex Hospital, Surgeon Mi 
ners informed me, my leg was not in a state to bear mue 
walking, and the obligation I was under to attend i 
person, on many occasions, brought on tlie complain 
in my leg ^as bad as ever ; and I was recommended b 
John Bond, Esq. a Magistrate, of Hendon, in Middle 
sex, to go into Middlesex Hospital a second time 
Surg(jon Miners was at Mr. Bond's at the time 1 wo 
thus advised, and told me I must in all probability bav 
my leg amputated: with this impression on my mind 
entered the hospital a second time, and only escape 
from thence without the loss of a limb, by a singula 
though in Uie first part, unfortunate circumstance j— 
Iiad previous to going into the hospital, taken under m; 
care a motherless child of about three years of age 
which when out of my power now to attend, wfw pro 
tected by two young ladicMS, who soon after haTing ai 
engagement to dine on board the Sophia, a West India 
man, lying off Hermitage Stairs, unfortunately tod 
their little charge on the party, who, not being sufiici 
cntly attended to, fell overboard and was drowned. - Tin 
intelligence no sooner reached me at the hospital, thai 
frantic at the loss of the child, although my leg waft sur 
rounded with bandages in order for amputation, I the nex 
morning by seven o'clock, October <£4th, 1799, quittec 
the hospital, aftct taking off the screw bahUage, an< 
walked to Hermitage Stairs, in such distraction of mind 
that I felt neither pain or impediment in jny leg the 
whole way. But on my arrival where tlie ship lay, 1 
could gain no information of the body, and though ] 
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i^ffeted every tkiiig ip my power as a reward to, find it — 
bttt without effe(:$i,ia9 the child w.^ never after seen; 
it was afterwajtdl^ ^uggested^ and.oii reasonable grounds, 
that the c]fU4 Wifsopt drowned^ but carried to the West 
liidicss ; aa a Uack boy on board, as well as he could be 
ttodecstood, ^ve me to understand the child was not 
dsownedj but carried away* His name ivas George La* 
iCOA Griffin, aad heir to a considerably estate in Shrop- 
shire; as I was infiprmed by his father, Mr. George 
Griffinij a. Carver .and Gilder, burnt out in February, 
180^ at Nio^;]6> Charing Cross, who entrusted ine with 
the .citi^ of/tbe child ; being himself under a, pecuniary 
embarmsspieiiti and in confinement at that time, by a 
himbetbad|kcc^pted:foi: a friends 

i A feir days alter xpsy leaving Middlesex Hospital a 
s^CQAd time, the. following paragraph appeared in the 
'NLormp^g Herald of Nwember 1st, 1799: — ^' There is at 
preseat in tlie Middlesex Hospital^ a young apd delicate 
female, who calls herself Miss T^b — t, and w^ho is said 
to be related to some families of distinction ^ her story 
is very singular ; at an early period of her life^ having 
been deprived, through the villkny of a trustee, of a sum 
of money bequeathed her by a deceased relation of high 
rank,, she followed tlie fortunes of a young Naval Of- 
ficer to ivhom she was attached, and personated a com- 
mon sailor before the mast : during a cruise in the North 
Seas, m consequence of a loverV quarrel^ she quitted 
her ship, and assumed for a time the military character ; 
but her passion for the sea prevailing, she returned to 
her favourite element> and did good service, and receiv- 
ed a seveae wound on board £arl St. Vincent's ship, on 
the glorious 14th of February ; and again bled in the 
cause of her country, in thq engagement off Camper- 
idown ; on this occasion her knee was so shattered, that an 
amputation is likely to ensue. This sjpiritfd femal we. 
Vol. 11. x> s^ understand 
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iTii(](Tstan(1j receives a pension of 9X>L from an Illustri- 
ous Lady, which is about to be doubled.'* By vhom this 
parairraph was inserted in the poper^ I know not; but 
the reader will easily discover it could be no person who 
really knew my story, having quitted Middlesex hospi- 
tal sonic time before; the only part that resembles tmth 
is, of her Majesty's Bounty, which h€td not yet reached 
me ; thousrh in that particular tlie writer has been pleased 
to announce what 1 should be happy to rec^ve; 

I had not left Middlesex Hospital more than a fort* 
night, l>efore I experienced new trouble and inconreni- 
cnce in my leg; which, previous to my so sudden de- 
parture, by the melancholy loss of the unfortunate 
child, had been doomed to amputation, by tlie univeniil 
opinion of the surgeons ; and to the general conversation 
on this HHhject, I attribute the spurious account of my 
adventure**, which found its way to the Morning Herald. 
As 1 did not wait for a discharge from Middlesex Hotpir 
tul, I felt a reluctance to apply there again for relief^ biH 
applied to the St. Mary-le-bone Infirmary, where I ob- 
tained an order, and was of course admitted :—rhere I. 
continued almost, four months; and after many piecea 
of the shattered bone had been extracted, and the fledi 
l)y continued rest, a little grown over, I consnlted with 
Mr. Phillips, the principal Surgeon, whether I was not 
in a situation to quit the infirmary; he told me that with 
care, and the use of bandages he would give me, I might 
do as well out as where I was, but desired I would walk 
as little as ]K>ssible, while I found the least paiu^ aa it 
would n»tard the iK'uling of the flesh round thc|bone ; and 
having obtained the Kandages of Mr. Waller die House 
Surgron^ I imniediately thoughtof quitting the Infirmary ; 
but having made myself useful towards the latter part of 
ilif time I was there, in keeping account of cloaths> and 
maiking u variety ol' articles, for the use of thelDfimiMy 

and 
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msA Parisb; Br. HoQper>tbj& prioeipal of tbeHonsc^ol>jecr 
led to my departure^ which iiDtwitbslandiag I insisted 
on, and in consequence came away ; and as Dr. Hooper 
said be would report me to the Board, I tpld him^Lwould 
save hhn thfc trouble, and went tha following 'Friday^ 
and stated' the wbole affur myself, wUicb being satisfao 
tory to tbe 'Gentlemen present, I received two guineftf^ 
and welt pleased left the placcp Ote'of thegentlemm 
siaid, he knew Mrs. Tapperly, of Chester, well^ and ibaf 
he had a dnaiugfater under her care, during the time I was 
with her, adding that he knew I was rtlated %o the family 
whose name I bore, and followmg me out, made me a 
present of a guinea, and I hate sihce> whenever he met 
me, experienced some mark of bis liberality. 

Having engaged a lodging in that neighbourhood^ I 
removed the whole of my wearing apparel, which in all 
situations I had hitherto taken the ntmoat care of, to this 
place. But as if I was to be stripped and persecuted through 
life, one morning while in bed, I was robbed of every 
article I possessed in the world, and but for the kindness 
of some ladies at the next house, should have been with- 
out an article to wear : a woman who lived with a trum* 
peter of the Dragoon Guards, was soon after taken up 
on suspicion oF robbing another person, and having in 
her po^ession a great quantity of false keys, and dupli* 
cates of property in pawn ; I attended her examination 
at Marlborough Street, and discovered several of the 
duplicates to describe my property ; 1 was desired to at- 
tend on her trial, as a witness, though in applying to 
the pawnbrokers where she had pledged them, I was 
informed the same was taken away by an nfiidavit-of 
the loss of the duplicates : she wns however found guihy 
of the robbery taken up for, and sentenced to be trans- 
ported for seven years, 

A little time atTfer this affair, I received a half year'a 
D D 2 payment 
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payment from her Majesty's bounty, and notforgetUng 
fonner frolics of which I was not yet entirely cnr^d, I 
went out in company of o person 1 knew, in male attire i 
after walking some time, it was proposed to take a 
tankard of porter, and we went into a public house the 
comer of- Berwick Ktrect, Oxford Road, while drink- 
ing, I was accosted by a Recruiting Serjeant of the 21st 
regiment of Light Dragoons, whose name I understood 
was Jones, who, thinking from my appearance and ccm« 
vcrsatSon, 1 was a- fit subject for his purpose, used every 
endeavour, by praising the life of a horse soldier, of 
inveigling me to enlist ; finding the attempt fruiUets, 
and doubting to effect it -by persuasion, he had recourse 
to artifice, and proposed tossing with me for a pot of 
porter, taking a guinea from his pocket and tossing it on 
the table, thought I might take it up ; but t>e|£ceivilig 
the drift of his intention, I gave him to underatandj I 
was not so easily to be taken in ; my friend also joining 
me, a dispute was likely to ensue, but instantly leaving 
the house, he followed us the distance of several streets, 
and seemed very reluctantly to give up the pursuit. 

Many professions struck my imagination to take up as 
a livoliliood, but none appeared more congenial to my 
mind than the theatrical line, to which I was ever par- 
ticularly attached ; knoiving a person belonging to the 
Tliespiun Society, held in Tptienham-court-road, I got 
introduced to perform a character, and attempted that 
of Floranthe, in the Mountaineers, which I got through 
with considerable applause; Mr. Talbot, afterwards of 
Drury Lane Theatre, performed the part of Octavian, 
and Miss Mortimer of Coven t Garden Theatare, played 
J\gnc.s; I afterwards performed the parts of Adeline, in 
the Hattle of Ilexham ; Lady Helen, in the .Children in 
the Wood; Juliet^in Konieo jind Juliet; Irene, in Barba* 
rosjsa ; Thyra, in Athelstgn ; the Queen, in Richard |he 

Third; 
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Thirds Miii. Scout in Uie Vilkige he^yer, and Jack Haw- 
ser in Banyan Day rfindingitbis porsuit howtcvcr^mora |ileiK 
sant than profitable^ I was tOompeVed ta^^ve it up, and^ 
solicit assistance towardr?my*:support!^ Irofai 'seTetal re^* 
spectable persons to whom! Ir'had made my .adventurer 
and sufferings known. : :; 5 • /^ 

A remarkable circumstance which I caanot .by anjn 
means omit» as it had nearly involied me in a situation; 
more dangerous than any i had' faitheito eocountered;. 
about the time my adventures attracted .the attention of 
die first characters in the kingdcmi^ I had i:eceived seven 
ral sums of money from persons^ who at* the time, did 
not discover to whom I' was • obliged, and bneevenmgi 
a gentleman called at^ my. lodgings, and 4m.being intr«ir 
duccd to my apartments, asked me if I was the penMit 
who had suffered so many hardships abroad i L replied in 
die af&rmativc ; when he informed me Colonel Gerrit' 
Fisiier^ of the 9th regiment of foot, had been particulaic^ 
iuquiring concerning me^ and he had no doubt it woqld 
produce something considerable to my advantage; he 
shortly look his Ur.iwc, and about a month after, called 
in my absence^ and left with Mrs. Cornish, who kept a 
shop at No. 14^ Suffolk Street, at which house I lodg> 
ed, an order signed by Colonel Fisher, on Messrs* 
Cox and Co. Craig's Courts Charing £!ross, for nine gui- 
neas^ saying at the same time, it was the amount of mo« 
ncy received in subscription for my use^ by Colonel 
Fisher; he also left a complimentary note, in which he 
^itiIed himself Captain Grant, and was accompanied by 
a person who was introduced to me to be a servant of Colo« 
ncl Fisher's, and confirmed what Grant said : this order 
came as I then thought, providentially to my aid, but it be 
jng holiday time, I waited a few days, after which in com • 
pan y with Mrs. Cornish, I presented it for payment as 
directed, but was informed Colonel Fisher was out of 

town. 



town, and xbey could not pay it ; very much disiTppoint* 
ed, I returned borne, and as I did not hear when the 
Colonel was expected in towo, it was a cotunderable time 
after that I thought of catting on him respecting the 
transaction, which at length[i:did^ at his bonse. No. 6, 
Manchester Square, Feb. 2d, 1802; on saying I wished 
to speak with Colonel Fbher on business, he came into 
the passage, and understanding in pait what I bad to 
say, introduced me into the parlour, where I saw a lady 
seated, who I afterwards found was the Coloncl*s lady, 
I now presented him with the note, and asked him if it 
was bis hand wiiting, on reading it over, he asked me 
how I came by it» when I told him it was left at my apart* 
ments by a gentleman, who said it was the amount of 
what Colonel Fisher had raised in subscription for me;, 
he Colonel requested a description of the gentleman^a 
person, and gave roe pen and ink to write it down, on 
which I first described the gentleman who had called, 
^ttkd reported Colonel Fisher's interesting himself on my 
arcount, and was about to write the particulars down^^ 
when Mrs, Fisher prevented me, by saying to the Colonel, 
*^ It surely must be Gardiner,'' to which he made no re- 
ply, but putting the order in his waistcoat pocket, said 
be would take care of it, though be did not give me a 
shilling; a few days after, he called ut my lodgings, and 
seeing Mrs. Cornish, asked Iut who, and what I was, 
and whether she did not think I had forged the order i 
Mrs. Cornish then rehired tiie saint* particulars of my 
possessing the order, as 1 had heforc informed him. He 
then left the house, telling Mrs. Cornish if she had not 
given a good account of the way the draught was left, he 
bliould have prosecuted us both for a lorgcry. — I after- 
^\ards called nt his house, and seudinq: up my name, was 
told 1>Y a servant, my busiiu-.^^s required no answer, 
^ince ^licn, I have never hiard any thing of him or ilia 
order. 

Whether 
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Whether or not th€ Order was of Colonel Fisher^s hdai 
writings or a trick played on me by the mkn vA\o siyleS 
himself Captain Grants I never could lefirn> but stsYbe 
Clerks of Cox and Co. mu«t have been ii^qvainted witk 
the hand writing of the Colonel^ and never at^mpted %^ 
stop itt or say it was a forgery^ I cannot biritig myself tf^ 
think it was so ; nor did the Colonel himself say to me 4t 
was not his writings only qnestioned bow I came b^ 
it. 

With the certainty of my income from her Mejestyls 
bounty^ I removed to the neighbourhood of WhitecbsH 
pel^ sometime previous to my waiting on Colonel Fisher ; 
and having been ever more remits in my own accounls 
than those of others^ the landlady where I had taken wtf 
abode^ brought me in a bill for lodgings 8ic. amounting to 
1 \L Ss. (kl. which being incapable of paying, I was at^ 
rested at her suit in the court of Exchequer, and aftef 
remaining at a lock-up house, in Carey Street, Lincoln V* 
Inn-iields, a week, and bemg sufficiently tired of tlie 
expence, I was removed to Newgate, though not befoffv 
I had been'enabled by a friend to offer down six guineas 
in part of the debt, which was rejected; a new scene lA 
life now opened to my view, and finding many of my fel- 
low prisoners of a congenial temper with my own, I fre- 
quently joined in parties of conviviality hardly to -be 
credited in this place; these pleasures however were 
confined to a certain time, as my station In the womehS 
ward, compelled a separation by ten o'clock, at whi<!b 
hour, the wards are separately locked. 

At one of these meetings i was very near being turn<A 
out of the prison, as a stranger; having accepted the of- 
fice of president on a club-nighty I equipped my^elFitl 
a suit of men's cloatbs, and took the chair; after passifi^ 
a few pleasant hours in the midst of our singing, snroal^ 
ing, and drinking, the time of separation arrived ; when 

returning 
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returning to the women's side^ I was followed in by Mr« 
White, the principal turnkey, who asked my business,, 
and mistaking me for a stranger, visiting some of the 
prisoners, conducted me into the lobby in order to turn 
me out; but on my remonstrance that I was a prisoner, 
and telling my name, he threatened to send me to the 
felons' side for attempting an escape in disguise, to which 
purpose he went and informed Mr. Kirby, the keeper, 
who shortly after coming into the lobby, I explained to 
him the whole of the transaction, adding, that having 
been used to a male dress in ^efence\of my country, I 
thought I was sufficiently entitled to wear the same 
whenever I thought proper ; at the same time shewing 
him the wounds I had received ; he directed Mr. White 
to conduct me to the women's side as usual, an4 in a 
day or two after, sent for me to relate to him the whole 
of my adventures, with which he seemed so well plea- 
sed, that he sent for me two or three times after 
when he had company, from whom I received some 
handsome presents. 

I was advised to petition the Society for relief of per- 
sons confined for small debts, and having obtained the 
form of aletterl should scud, got it conveyed, with respec- 
table vouchers as to tlie truth of my memorial: five 
pounds was sent to Mr. Kirby for the purpose of settling 
the debt, but if tiie plaintiff refused that sum, it was to 
be returned to that charituble institution. Mrs. Nicklia, 
was however too good a judge to refuse so good an offer, 
and accordingly took the money, which was given to 
her friend Mr. Kdmouds, on bringing my discharge; his 
expences must have swallowed the greatest part of the 
above sum; and my landlady was well off in not being 
txt>ubied hcrseir by her own attorney, which must 
have been the casv, if slie had refused tiie sum 

o^rered^ 
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ftfTered^ as f was determined to have sued her as soon aa 
I could^ for the sixpencesi 

My time ia Newgate was .rendered more comfortable 
than I had any reason to expect^ from the constant at* 
tention of a female who had lived with me some time 
previous to my being arrested^ for when no longer in my 
power to support her in a way I had been accustomedy 
instead of quitting me^ remained in the prison^ anid by 
needle work she obtained^ contributed greatly to my 
support^ she has continued with me ever since^ and re-^ 
mains a constant friend in every change I have since 
experienced. 

By an accidental mistake in arranging the notes I bad 
made in the course of my narrative^ the anijiexed circum!* 
stances appear out of the order, they sboiild have been 
inserted ; in order to rectify , as far as -ppssible, the 49r^ 
fect^ I have referred back, to the leading occurrtncfe^ 
with which they are connected : • ..;• 

'^' When I was about nine years of age, my sister took 
me from Chester, to Trevalyn, on a visit for a few dajt; 
I had taken her to be my mother; and whenever speak? 
ing to her, called her as such : one day while iah^»own 
room she opened a kind of cabinet, and taking a minia- 
ture of a lady from a drawer, I asked her who it*wag^? 
she burst into tears, and told me she was not my mother i 
but that lady was, represented in the picture; whose 
daughter sbe also was, and my only surviving sister; and 
would endeavour to discharge the duty of both m her- 
self towards me. The miniature represented a female of 
a small size and a very delicate oppeailance, with e re- 
markable blue spot on the forehead between the eyes; 
which though I never saw afterwards, is so strongly 
imprinted on my mind, that nothing has been able to 
eraze from my memory : my mter was so much agitated 
on the occasion, as not to have told me my mother's 

Vol. II. BE name 
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name and family, of which I remain in ignorance to th4 
present hour; though I have been informed of a family 
' to whom my mother belonged^ whose name^ I do not 
think proper to make use of^ not having as I thinks aof*^ 
iicient authority to assert as proof." 

'' While on board the Vesuvius^ we encountered a most 
tremendous storm^ in which I was employed on an occa* 
sion that I can never think of^ without reflecting, how 
much hardships in youth^ a human being can sustain ;— 
it was necessary for some one on board, to go to the 
gib"*boom, to catch the jib sheet, which in the gale had 
got loo.-^; the continual lungeing of the ship rendered 
this duty particularly hazardous, and not a seaman on 
board, but rejected this oiiice; I acting on board in the 
capacity of Midshipman, though I never received pay 
on board this ship^ but as a common man : I mention 
this circumstance only, that it was not my particolar 
duty to have undertaken the task, which on the lefiisid 
of several who were asked, and the preservation of us all 
depending on this exertion, I voluntarily undertook the 
charge : on reaching the jib-boom, I was under the neccs« 
sity of la»l)ing myself fa&t to it; for the ship every mi* 
Bute making a fresh lunge, without such a precaution I 
should inevitably have been washed away, tlie surges 
continually breaking over me, and I suffered an uninter« 
rnpted wash and fatigue for six hours, before I conld 
quit tlie post I had so willingly occupied ? but danger 
over, a sailor has little thought of reflections ; and my 
messmates who had witnessed the perilous danger I Wat 
placed in, passed it off in a joke, ''that I had only been 
ftpping sea-broth ;^' but it was broth of a quality thai 
though most seamen relish, yet few I imagine would like 
to take in t!ic quantity I was compelletl.'* 

" The following anecdote, roused reflections which led 
me to seek a regular employment, and caused my appli- 
cation 



eation to Mr. Loyer^ by whosi I Was afterwards enga-* 
ged.'^ 

** With the money I had receired itom Captain Field^ 
ef the Ariel, I frequented the theatres, and bouses aboot 
Covent Garden, where I became jknown to petfons of 
every description as a good eompatiioii; among bthers^ 
I had formed an acquaintance with Haines, the well 
known highwayman, who some time after was hup^ in 
chains, on Hounslow Heath, for sliooting one >di the 
Bow Street Officers, who was about 4o apprehend' him; 
This man I did not know foUowed so dangerous an oc» 
cupation ; but one evening, when my cash was nearly 
exhausted, I met him at a well known house in Covtot 
Garden, known by the name jof the Fudsh; being out oi 
spirits, he questioned mcni^tliG cau.se; I told him^ I 
bad lived so freely since I came^n shfire, timt my cash 
was quite exhausted, and 1 wm rackni>t my imagination 
to get a fresh supply. He tlapjittl his band ou my 
shoulder and exclaimed, '^ D-— ii it my fine fellow, 
I'll put you up to the best way in the world to get the 
supply you stand in need of;'* — we left the house, and 
while walking, he proposed I should join him^ ou an 
ex<rursion to take a purse on the road; and observing toy 
sailor's habit was not calculated to the orcii^iont furnii^hed 
me with money to buy Buekskin amiill clothes^, &c. neces- 
sary for the purpose. Tlie road we were to Uike wu^ not 
^ttled, but our meeting was fixed for the next night; 
I got the Buckskin small clothes at For*!'^, in \\w Strand, ' 
and a pair of boots from Newcomln in I'ail Xhill. At 
Ihe hour appointed, I met Haines a* a liviMy stable be- 
hind the New Church, in the Strand, luid tound him in 
company with six more, persons, all of wh4>m 1 unHt^r- 
stood had met on tlie same biininess, tlimi^li intending 
to take different roads; I wa^ to accompauy Haim*?^, who 
furnished me with a pair of pi^toU^ which he told m^ 
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cost three guineas ; when every thing was ready for out 
departure^ a sudden recollection of the danger and dis- 
honour of this undertaking; providentially caxhe to my 
aid; and I informed Haines how very reluctant I was to 
break an engagement^ or my word in any particular, yet 
when I considered the consequence of the business in 
hand, I could not think of accompanying him, however. 
' far I had gone on the occflsion ; at the same time remark* 
ed, it was not the danger of the enterprise I dreaded^ 
but the certain shame attached to a dishonourable ac- 
tion ; the principles of a state of warfare I should not 
mind, but never deliberately would act the part of a Pt« 
rate. He endeavoured to divert my resolution^ and i 
ed very mad, and inclined to quarrel, which I think < 
only stoppied, by a knowl^^ge of the situation he stood 
in; I letl the place congratulating myself on so nanow 
.an escape, without farther opposition; though I saw 
Haines afterwards, he never took the least notice of the 
affair, and I took care for the future what company I got 
connected with." 

''About the time of my working at Mr. Loyer's, I got 
acquainted in my male dress, with a person that inform<p 
ed me he was Vice-grand at a Lodge of Odd Fellowfi 
held at the Harlequin, near the stage door of Dniry 
Lane Theatre; this person discovering in me, a conviTi* 
ality, agreeable to such an undertaking, proposed vatj 
becoming one of their members; and as there was a 
nieeting of their Lodge that evening, he said he would 
propose me as a new member, I readily accepting hit 
offer, we adjourned to the place, where I went through 
the whole of the forms used on such occasion, and bc^ 
came a free member of the society of Odd Fellowf j 
Lodge 21. Neither the person who introduced ve, <ir 
any of the members knowing my sex. It is the boMt cfif 
masonry, that they never had more thw one female'bf^ 
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longing their institation (nanidy Qaeen Elizabeth); and 
I think I may fairly challenge any Lodge of Odd Fd« 
lows^ to produce another female member: it being ge- 
nerally thought^ there is not a female in England (myself 
excepted) belonging to this society.'* 

'' I omitted to relate while on board the Crown trans* 
port^ Capiaia Bishop; on our voyage to St. Domingo 
after the storm we suffered in^ for want of provisions and 
water, we put in for repairs, up the windward passage^ 
on the Musquito shore, and on one of the islands that 
distinguish this place, the boatswain and part of the 
ship's company, seven in number, of which I was one^ 
went on shore to forage, and perceiving a bear, which 
the boatswain said was of the Hyena kind, approaching 
us in a retrogade position, he fired at it when near uSp 
and killed it ; having been so long kept on scanty allow* 
ance, we immediately opened our prize, and took out 
the heart, for fresh provision, the hams we conveyed on 
board, and committed them to the pickle tub for curing : 
before quitting the island; we -proceeded farther on the 
search after water, and fell in with a party of the barba- 
rous natives, who make a practice of scalping the ui^for* 
tunate victims that fiill into their hands ; these people 
approaching us in a menacing manner, we fired on them, 
and killed one, on which the remainder fled with preci- 
pitation towards the sea; on comingup to the dead man, 
we found he was naked, except a whisp round his body, 
like a hay-band, his hair was long, black, and strong as 
horsehair, and in height about six feet, and proportion- 
ably lusty ; be was armed with a tomahawk, or scalping 
hatchet, with which every one of his companions that 
fled were each furnished, and no more clad thaU thetr 
deceliscd friend. These weapons bung dangling to thdr 
ii^y-hwd like Gfirdles^ wUiqb we observed from some 

of 
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df the party not havio^ taken ihem in tbeir hud Sot 
use ; tfa^se peopfe irere of » tawny complexion." 

'^ Atthe time of my employ by Mr. Loyer^ Ipnt oa mj 
seaman's dress and accompanied the processionj when 
their Majesties went to St. Paul's^ and the dilleitoS oo» 
lours of the enemy, went to he bung up in Si. Paul's 
Church, as trophies of the victories obtained over their 
arms, by Howe, St. Vincent, and Duncan ; I made fart 
of Lord Howe's attendants with his colours, androldeon 
the car, the chains of the bracelets her Majesty wore 
on the occasion, were made by me, at Mr. Loyer'sy hf 
order from Messrs. Gray and Constable, Jewelltm of 
Sackville Street, Piccadilly." 

*^ It was my intention, to insert the whole of the ktlen 
and family papers relative to my adventures, bnt^hava 
been deprived giving any at present, by an anfoifSBW 
accident, but shall be published in thb work, as sooftia 
ever recovered. The ensuing statement being the imif 
cause of delay, will, I trust, be a sufficient excuse SO 
every candid reader, by the difficulties I labour under ; 
no other cause would have delayed their publication.'* 

'* Soon after I quitted Newgate my troubles began agaio ; 

a Mr. £ , not far from Pump Court in the Teflsple, 

employed me to wash, mend, &c. he becoming indefalcsl 
to roe tliirty-eight pounds for that, and money, I hfti 
pledged my wearing apparel to lend him, though I have 
reason to think he is a man of property, I was under the 
necessity of arrestiug him to recover the same. I had 
received five pounds, a*nd a letter from him at the snme 
time, saying, '' he would settle with me honourably ;'^ iMit 
keeping bis word was the cause of the arrest, and being 
at this time in the greatest distress through bis proceed* 
ings, and the want of money and cloaths, I took lodg«» 
ings at the house of Mr. Joseph Bradley, No. 19^ liille 
:, * St. 
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• Mary-le-bone Street^ who is Batler^ and haft been for 
any years to a gentleman in Olonceiter Pkice, Hyde 
irk Comer : being in arrear for one week's rent^ five 
illings^ffid sixpence^ Mrs. Bradley^ his wife, stopped 
^t only my trunks containing the whole of my letters 
id papers^ but some needle work I had^ to do for ano-> 
er person^ which had'fihe suffered me to cafry bome^ 
mid have nearly paid her demand ; I summoned her 
r the work to Marlborough Street, but the Magistrate 
ying, they had a right to stop all liiey could lay their 
inds on, I was advised to arrest Mr. Braitiey in an ac'^ 
m of trover^ as being deprived of tlie work, which 
ey still hold, with my family letters and papers, which 
>uld have proved mPdebt against Mr« Er- — •-;. this ad- 
C€ I followed, and Mr. Bradley was arfestedT-in the 

eao time, Mr. E took the opportunity ()f enteriDg 

Don pros to my action ; by not having it in my power 
produce the papers necessary to prove the debt, which 
ill compel me to enter a fresh process against him, as 
o&as I "Can recover my papers, when his must appear/' 
*' I employed Mr. Worley, an attorney at No. 25, in 
^eirs Street, Oxford Road, who directly sued out a 
rit against Bradley, which by some nieans was not serv- 
I on him that term ; before the next, he was arrested at 
y suit, and gave bail to Mr. Weekly the officer, for hia 
>pearance, which was entered at the 'commencement of 
fcc term, in order to go to trial 5 my Attorney Mr. Wor- 
y, on whom I called several times> informed me> he 
ould let me know, wheki i should be wanted to attend^ 
id in the mean time saM, if I would pnocure two pounds, 
? would estitUish me as a paiiper, that I ttiight proCieed> 
ilhout a necessity for mor>e naoney. Th^ atnive^um H 
entleman advanced me for the i(>ttrpose Mf. Worley hod 
>ked it, and on my paying it into his h^^s, said, he 
ould immediately proceed in the cause^ a^tid told me k 

would 
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would come oii> the present term. The money I gave 
turn on Wednesday April 11 th^ 1804> and called by hia 
appointment on Friday the ISth ; not seeing him> I call- 
ed the next day with no better success ; as he -told me it 
certainly would come on the present term, I became 
extremely anxious to see him^ and called on Monday 
the l6ih, still I could not meet with him, and contimied 
till twelve o'clock at night in the neighbourhood, calling 
St his house four times during that period ; the only an* 
swer I could get, was, he had not been at home that day; 
the next morning April the 17th, I called and tsaw him, 
vhen he told me my action had suffered a non-pros on 
the 7th of March, though I have repeatedly seen him be- 
fore and since that time, he never Wormed me of the dir- 
cmnstance till that moment, by which I was deprived go- 
ing to trial; greatly shocked and disappointed, I told him 
I should inform the gentleman from whom I had received 
the money, the whole of the transaction ; on which he 
waited on Mr. Worley, and was informed, the money I 
had giveil him, he had carried to my account. Thiui 
situated, with only part of my letters in my own posses- 
sion, it is out of my power to give them at present, but 
having the promise of a friend to sec me righted, Mr. 
Bradley, unless inclined to give my papers up, must be 
served with another process to compel him.'* 

Nothing but troubles, and misfortunes for the two last 
years of my life, having occurred, and followed me step,* 
by step, I have only to apologize to my readers, foi 
any deviation from the paths of propriety, which only to 
my feelings, could have happened by the greatest n^jcessi- 
ty, and the deepest distress, and I trust I shall c^ai^ theif 
pity, rather than censure, when I assert, had I been 
brought up in a workhouse, or any other situation to 
have gained my bread in the most humble manner^ I 
should have preferred it, to the number of mis^rtunes 

and 
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and difiiculties^ I. have been doomed to Qqcounter^ as my. 
wounds and other afflictions have rendered me incapablJT 
of almost every exertion to get a livelihood. 

Having described as minute as possible^ the leading 
circumstances of my adventures^ I submit the whole to 
the decision of my readers^ with a solemn assurance^ that 
in no particular have I advanced any thing but matters 
of fact; which, if they should in any way serve as a. 
lesson to future guardians and those under their care, in 
avoiding the troubles I have experienced^ will answer one 
end to which they were made public by their unfortunate 
sufferer^ 

Maby Ann Talbot, 

ERRATA. 

Jto« UrdTBlbot^ni4, " EakI TailM^"^ created 1*761. 
« For Mr. Sbokeifiread " Sucker.* 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SCIENTIFIC MUSEUM. 

Sii,. 
I incloK lor iiiMrtioii*». (if deemed worthy a place) in your truly original Mik 
jeuDi, a fcar artick»for your approlMttion ; in telectSkig any of whiob tuited 
to yuur publication, you wiU gratify the eodeavonrt of your occasional 
eorropo^Ap)^ 

il^;i804. A. 



A TCdisNT ASTHMA CURED BY A MUSKBt BALL. 

William Masters^ Esq. who dfied in March, 1799, 
was a Colonel under the old Duke of Cumberland; and 
in one of the engagements was shot through the lungs by 
a musket-ball, which intirely cured him of a violent asth- 
ma.— The Duke used to say, when any of his officers' la-* 
boured under that disordier, that they mus^t get shot through' 
the lungs like Masters. 
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ASnEPHI^D'S BOY HANGED BY itlS WlTlP. 

In November 1798, ab JoUn Clench, a Sheep-boy to Mr^ 
Frost, of Kelvendon, Essex, was descending from a triee 
in which he had climbefd to cut a branch in order to stop 
a ffap, his w hip which he, in his accustomed manner, had 
slung round his neck when within six inches of the ground 
caught between the bough, and suspended him. In this 
wanner he was found hanging and quit© dead. 

A BOY HANGED IN ^ TOWEL. 

In July, 1798, as the servant-boy of the Rev. John Prion 
at Ashby de la Zouch was wiping himself with a rolled 
towel in the back kitchen, he unfortunately slipped down 
a step, by which means his neck became so much entang- 
led in the towel, that it was immediately dislocated; and 
he was soon after discovered by the family entirely life- 
less — proper means were instantly used to recover him, 
but without effect. 

A WOMAN DELIVERED OF SIX CHILDBJQN. 

In January, 1798, the wife of Pierre Francois Dtiissans^ 
in the Commune of Vcrchocq, TDepartment du pas de 
Calais, was delivered, before she had gone her full time, 
of t^ix children, three boys and three girls; they were all 
alive at the time of thtir birth, but died soon afier. > 

A WONDKRFUL DISCOVERY OF A SKELETON OF A MAN 
IN A TJIEE. 

1 HE bc'ginning of April, 1804, as some boys were leek* 
ing after owls for their amusement, they discovered at the 
bottom of a hollow tree, in the parish of Blockley^ ia 
Worcestershire, close by the side of a brook which divideft 
the countics.of Worcester and Gloucester, the intire ikc- 
leton «f apparently a stout and tall man, the skull being 

very 
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v«ry large^ and the leg and thigh bones of great length ; 
in the shoes (which were in a dry and hard state^) were 
found the bones of the toes^ and the nails in the shoes 
were so decayed, as on being touched, to ftill off, and 
with the fingers were easily pulverised. It is difficult to 
conjecture how the body came vhqre ; but from the 141- 
pearance of the tree and other circumstances, the proba- 
bility seems to be, that the deceased secreted himself in 
the tree, which is hollow from the top to the bottom, from 
whence he could not afterwards extricate himself ; and as 
the shoe of the right foot was considerably turned up, and 
retained strong marks of the pressure of the buckle^ it 
may be inferred from thence, that efforts had been made 
by the unfortunate man to release himself &om so d^lo« 
ruble a situation. 

ATROCIOUS MUROERERS. 

JN OTwiTiisTANDiNG the boastcd accurary of theFrcntoh 
police, enormities of almost every description are daily, 
and hourly committed in the neighbourhood of their 
commissaries, with impunity. Before the revolution in 
that country, it is a fact well established,— that nevef a 
street robbery was committed in Paris, but it was ac» 
companied by a murder; that the practice is not dis' 
continued under the all-wise administration of Buona<» 
parte, we may readily conjecture by the recent informa- 
tion of the following shocking relation : 

On the 6th of March, 1804, a gentleman was accosted 
in the street St. Martin, at Paris, by a beautiful little 
girl, about six years of age. She was Covered with rags, 
and told him, that her mother was dying of wai>t in tl^e 
fifth floor of a house in the same street, and that for her- 
self, she had not ate a morsel for forty-eight hour:). 
Touched with compassion, the gentleman said he.wonld 
t'wH<^w her home, and if he found her story true, relieve 

r F a het 
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her and hej mother. — On entering the room^ he aaw a 
woman laying on a bed laid on straw, instead of a mat«^ 
trass. Her looks and voice seemed to confirm the storj 
of the child. In taking his purse from his pocket, it fell 
down by accident on the floor; stooping to take it up, 
he saw clearly a man under the bed. Alarmed, but 
without losing his presence of mind, he said — '* Good 
woman, here arc four crowns ; I have no more about 
me; but let your child accompany me home, I will give 
her twenty more." Instead of returning to his lodgings, 
he took the child to a police commissary; where, after 
some examination, she acknowledged, that the person 
under the bed was her fatbtr, and that, within the last 
fortnight, during which they had lodged in the street St. 
Martin, six persons had been stabbed by him, plundered 
and stripped ; that two corpse had been carried out by 
him after dark, some nights before^ and thrown into the 
river; but that four corpse yet remained in the closet 
behind the bed. — The police commissary, with the gen- 
tlemen, and some gens-d'armes,'went immediat|4y to the 
house, but they found nothing but the four coq>se 
in the closet. The man and woman were gone, and 
have not yet been heard of.— ^In consequence of the dii- 
covery made hy the child, six former lodgings of this 
cruel couple have been traced, where, according to her 
TQport, and several other circumstances within the know- 
ledge of the police, during the last winter, no less tbail 
twenty -two persons of both sexes, are supposed to 
have been murdered by them. It was the custom of the 
woman, as from gratitude, to take hold of her benefac- 
tor's hands, and draw them to her ligs as she lay in bed, 
when the man stole behind, and i^tabBed them through 
their backs. — Mad. Murat has taken the child under her 
protection, and pays for her education. 

Jn 
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jln extraordinary Motement of the EAETH^^iear C^fr- 

brook, in Skrop$h(re. 

A MOST remarkable incident happened near Colebrook 
on Thursday morning. May 27, 1773, about four o'clock. 
About 4000 yards from the river Severn stood a houses 
vhere a family dwelt ; the man got up about three o*clock, 
and heard u run.bling noise, and felt the ground shake 
under him ; on which he called up his femilj. They 
perceived the ground begin to move, but knew not which 
way to ruL ; however, the people took to their heels, and 
just as they had got to an adjacent wood, the ground they 
had left separated from that on which they stood. They 
first observed a small crack in the ground about four or 
five inches wide, and a field that was sown with oats to 
heave up and roll about like waves of water; the trees 
moved as if blown with wind, but the air was cahii and 
serene ; the river Severn (in which at that time was a con- 
siderable flood) was agitated very much, and the current 
seemed to run upwards. They perceived a great crack 
run vei^quick up the ground from the river. Immedi« 
ately about 30 acres of land, with the hedges and trees 
standing (except a few that were overtumed)^ moved 
with great force and swiftness towards the Severn^ attend- 
ed with great and uncommon noise, compared to a large 
flock of sheep running swiftly. That part of the land 
next the river was a small wood, under two acres, in 
which grew twenty large oaks ; a few of them were thrown 
down, and as many more were undermined and overtum-r 
ed ; some left leaning, the rest upright, as if never dis- 
turbed. The wood was pushed with such velocity into 
the channel of the Severn (whiahat that time was remark- 
ably deep) that it forced the water in great columns a 
considerable height, like mighty fountains, and drove 
the bed of the river before it on the opposite shore many 

feet 
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tiositjp not the least inferior to any one contained tiiefefai* 
— Having thus particularly described the outside sitoa^ 
tion of thiB famous *tree^ I shall without donbt more 
surprize the reader in giving the inside description ; 
and> as near reality as possible, is as follows : — On the 
north-east side, next that of Temple Sowerby, b a large 
entrance cut and broke out, in form of a door-way, 
where people either walk in on foot, or ride in on horse- 
back, which, though however impossible this may appear 
in respect to a tree, the truth of it ia well known to those 
persons who have had the curiosity to behold it, several of 
which are now in London, and other parts of England, &c. 
As to the inward prospect, it is rather dismal than other- 
wise, representing, as it were, part of some ruinous castle 
or ancient tower, being so much inwardly decayed as even 
reduced almost to a shell ; near the top, in the cavities 
within, are several of those animals called bats, and the 
martins resort also thither in great numbers ; the lower 
part is most wonderfully spacious, and will easily admit, 
as before observed, of a horse and man thereon to turn 
about at pleasure ; it is also a very convenient receptacle 
for the deer in stormy weather, which in this forest are 
many in number, and esteemed not inferior to any in 
England. — ^Thus have I given both the true and original 
description of this most wonderful Three Brethren Tree, 
which has so many years been the admiration of the 
Northern inhabitants, even for several fomier generations. 
Adjoining to the west side of this forest is Ciifton*Moer, 
on which place his royal highness the Duke of Cumber* 
land most gloriously defeated the rebel ,army, in the year 
1746, restored an universal peace throughout the coun- 
try; and seated the Brunswick family in security on the 
throne, which we trust they will hold to the end of 
time. 

TH 



THE ANTIENT CRIES OF LONDON} 
Or the common daily cries in and about the Metropolis 

In the reign of Chatles the Second, almost every arti^de 
of life and use, v(rere cairied aboat the streets of London, 
fcy itiriferfent venders, who( accompanied eaf^h article they 
sold with a peculiar cry : this set of people attracted the 
attention of Marccllus Laroon, an eminent painter of 
that time,, who made nearly one hundred fine dfawin;^s/ 
which Were engraved and published ty Pierce Temp^t, 
and the following descriptive. {>Ojem, ^as doubtless made 
by a '^\t of the tim6 to a<!;con!]fpaif y {hem ; though inserted 
10 another work, which is now equally scarce with the 
cries themselves, a set of which hafs lately be^n sold for 
seven guineas i-^ 

WE daily cryes, about the streets may hear 
According to the season of the year, 
Some Weltfeet oysters cally others do cry 
Fine Shelsea cockles, or white ihuscles buy ; 
Great Mackrel, Ave a groat some cry about^ 
Dainty fresh salmon, does another shout ; 
Buy my fine dish of dainty eels cryes one 
Some soles and flounders in another tone ; . 
Butter and eggs some cry, some Hampshire honey/ 
Others do call for brass, or broken money. 
Have ye any dd! suits, or coats or hats. 
Another says come buy my dainty sprats. 
Box, or hotn comixes of ivory, oV sissers. 
Tobacco-boxes', knives, rasort^ or t\!^ssers : 
Who buys my bak^d oxe-cheek, here in my pot 
Plump, fresh and fat, well stew'd and piping hot ; 
Dy'd lin for aprons, vinegar some cryes. 
Some hot bak'd wardens, others puddin pyes : 
Vot. II. a o Bojr 
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Ripe rass-berriei about^ does some then sing^ 

Fine young straw-berries does another brmg ; 

Fresh nettle tops, or ielder-bi^ds, come buy. 

Then water cresses and brook-lime, they cry. 

Any old iron here lo sell, cryes one. 

And some maid ha' ye dny Aiarrow bone ; 

Ripe Muske mellohs, or apricots, some cry, 

pine civil orapges orlemB^Ons btiy. 

Old chairs to mend, then cryes a ringed fellow. 

Come buy a door n^att does another bellow ; 

Buy a cock or a gelding does one conte. 

Come buy my dainty singing bitd says some 

Some dainty fine, holly and ivy sayes. 

Then curious fine roseiqiary andbayes^ 

Some pens and ink would sell to all they meet. 

And other small cpal cry about the slr^t ; 

Pity the poor prisoners, some wi^h baskets go. 

And others cry coipe see my rara show : 

Anon, a poor w^tch comes crying behind. 

With dog and bell pray pity the poor blind; 

Who buys theses figgs and raisins, new of mine^ 

Come buy niy iny bowl of wheat, fine oatcakes, fine'; 

Hot mutton pyes, cryes one along th^ street. 

Who buys my mutton pyes, fresh, hot, and sweet; 

Buy marking stone one cryes, with's smntty facCj 

Another says come buy my fine 6on6 lace ; 

Buy a cloth or thnim mop, you maids and lasses. 

Another cryes who buyes my drinking glasses. 

A lattice for a witjdbw, who will buy, 

Great faggots, five for sixpence ddes some cry j 

Have ye any old glaiss for to renew. 

Some cry bellowi to mend, or bowels to sew } 

Some silk or ferrit ribbon for shoe strings. 

With toAtl6ii j^iiiS, and tape, and otb^ thing J, 
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Have ye any corns upon your feet or toes. 
Buy a foxrtailj or whiske^ another goes ; 
Some walk about and old silk stockings cry. 
Some ask if socks^ or quilted Caps you'l buy ; 
And thus they trot about and b^wl pach day> 
For th' love they tear I^ady Pecunia, 
For her theyl sit up late, ^nd early rise. 
She does appear §o glorious in their eyes : 
Think all pains well bestow'd, nothiog too much. 
Their zealous dotage to thi« idol's such. 
Money's the only she, all men admire. 
Both poor and rich this lady do desire ; 
And those that her do want, they are forlorn. 
If she's not there, they're every fellow's scorn ; 
We may conclude, when we've said what wc can, 
'Tis money ^t all times, does make a man. 



THOMAS ANELLO, 
Commonly culled Masaniello, the Fisherman ofKapU$n 

O F ^^^ revolutions in countriies and empin^s, few have 
claimed more interest pr excited so much atteaUoii^ as 
those in Naples and England, which took ploce, the first 
in lCf47> at Naples, by ^ poor fibennan> and in Englnd^ 
by a set of fanatics, the hepd of whpm was Oliver Crcikn- 
well, in the year 1648.. \yhen this grand dissembler^ by 
a mock trial, brought his Sovereign's head to the block, 
vqry different causes served in leither country to foment 
rebellion : in Naples, it was brought about throagb the 
great burthens and oppressions of thie people i ip OW Ofm 
country by a dispute as to tlie mode of wprybip ii| our 
churches^ which the Puritans imagined, faypmif4;j?loo 
much of Popery, particularly as tHe aljtaf WW tfmoved 
a little before this time, fropi the mijddle of the chi|rch 
to the east end, and in some cascn, more richly omamentr 

• ■ • • • ^ 
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ftd than agreeable to this description of people. Archbi«» 
&hop Laud, on the contrary, as strongly opposed their 
desires, and caused some to be severely oensured in the 
star chamber, whereby Prynpe, Burton, Bastwick and 
I^eighton lost their ears in the pillory, and were fined ia 
an amount equal to imprisonment for life i this severity 
Urew on Laud a number of enemies, which ended in the 
loss of his head, and was in a few years after followed by 
that of his royal master. 

But if these transactions filled the mind with horror, 
how much more so does the depredations and murders 
daily and hourly committed in France, excite our snr« 
prize and indignation : for not content with the blood- 
shed of their own country, the revolutionary principles 
extend to that of others ; thus Germany, Holland, Swit* 
zerland, Italy and Egypt sufficiently testify : and when 
drove witli dismay and disgrace from the latter country 
by the valour of the British forces, like the description of 
vermin, who for want of other food prey on themselves, 
have invtoted sham plots and diabolical measures, to gra« 
tify the sanguinary appetite of a carnivorous usurper 
and tyrant, who$e despotism we cannot but think will be 
of but jshort durfition. For intoxicated by power, like 
the unfortunate Masani.ello, (a much less censurable cha-- 
xacter) he will not be coptcut till his extravagant fancy 
draws a siinilar fate on his devoted head. 

Thomas Anelld, by construction called Masaniello, 
yras bon> in the year l()2d, and at the time he attracted 
the notice and conversation of the world, was about twen* 
ty-four years of age : this man dwelt in a corner of the 
great market-place at Naples ; and it strangely happened, 
that under onp of his w^ndpws were fixed the arms, and 
Che name of Charles V. of a very ancient standing. This 
|Qonarch had granted a charter of privileges to the people 

of 



of Naples^ which had of late heen mach Violated. Bfk# 
aaniello was stout, of a good countenance^ and a-Aiddfo 
stature i be wore Unen slops, a bine wiustcoat^ and wciA 
barefoot, with a mariner's cap. Hiaprofesiioa was «9 
angle for small fish, wjth. a cane, hook and Muk^ as alsd 
lo buy fish and to retail tliem. This man having obaenred 
tiiQ mutmuxingB up and down the city, went one day TCty 
angry towards his house, and met with the fikmous Ban* 
clitto Perrone and his companion, as he|iabed by a chuicli 
where tli^y had fled for reAige. They asked him ifhat 
iiiled him i he answered in great wrath, '' I will be bound 
to be hanged, but I will right this city r'^—They laughad 
at his wotds^ laying, '^ a proper 'squire to right the city 
of Naples T' MasanieDo replied, ^* Do MX Iftdgh: | 
swe^r by G — d, if I had two or three pf my huiMte^ jftfQ 
should see what J would do— -will you join with bief* tfatf 
answered, *^yes:" ^' plight me then your foitb;" ithlA 
they having done, he departed. A little aftor> to flA 
into a great passion ; for some of the o^Bcem of tk^ JMi^ 
toms having met his wife carrying a small qnaitttlty -df 
contraband flour in her apron, they laid hold 6n f|^^ itM 
(Carried her to prison, nor would sejt her ait llber^/lfl| 
Masaniello had sold the whole of his fish and \^ii}pm\f 
to pay a fine of an hundred ducats which wM ^ plW 
they had set on her freedom. lie thon resolved to ^JaM 
use of the occasion of the murmurings of the pit/^M 
ogainijt the lax on fruits, which particularly lay heavy oii 
the poorer sort, and went among the fruit-shops ^ffiM iay 
in that quarter, advising them, that the next A^f^wf 
should come all united to market, with a resolntidSorfcr fin 
the country fruiterers that they would bpyiK^Mre iitJE^ 
fruit. ^ \.'/>^ 

A number of boys naed to assemble in thfe ibd 
place to pick up siich fruit as fell. Mfasfitalt^lj 
among these, taught tbeih some cries and cb^&diiftlf^K^' 
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td to his purpose, and enrolkd such a number of them 
between 16, and 17 jears of age, that they came to 500> 
and at last 500Q. Of this MiUtia he made himself Gene- 
ral^ giving every one of them in their bands a Httle weak 
cane. The shop-keepers observing his instructions, 
there happened the, next day agreatttimult between them 
and the fruiterersj which the regent of the city seirt Ana*' 
clerio, the elect of the people, to quell. Among the fruit-' 
erers was a cousin of 'Masaniello^s ; who, according to tha 
instructions given him, began more tha^ any to inflftme 
the people. He saw that he could sell hi^ fruit, but at a 
low price ; which, when the tax was paid, would not quit . 
cost. He fell into a great rage, threw two large baskets 
on the ground, and cried lont, God gives ^plenty/ and the 
bad government a dearth; I care not a . straw for this 
fruit, let every one take of it. The boys eagerly ran to 
gjQither and eat the fruit. Masaniello rushed in among 
them, crying. No tax ! No tax ! But Anaclerio threaten** 
ing him with whipping and the gallies : not only the fruit** 
erers, but all the people, threw figs, apples, and other 
fruits with great fury in his face. Masauiello hit Iwm 6n 
the breast with a stone, and encouraged his Militia of^ 
boys to do the same; but Anaclerio saved his life by 
flight. 

Upon this success, the people flocked in great numbers 
to the Market-place, exclaiming aloud against the into* 
lerable grievances under which they groaned; aud pro- 
testing their resohitipn to submit no longer tothem. The- 
fury still increasing, MasanieUo leaped upon the highest 
table that was among the fruiterers, and harrangued the 
crowd ; coqapajring himself to Moses, who delivered the: 
Egyptians from the, rod of Pharoah; to Peter, who waa »^ 
lishennaa as well as himself, yet rescued Rome and the 
world froni the slavery of S^ton; promising them 41 like 
deliverance from.their op^cesfsofa by btftineaDs,.«&d pro«- 

testing' 
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testing his readiness to lay down his life in such' n^^cMkntl 
cause. Masaniello repeating often these and sodl-likitf 
words^ wonderfully inflamed the minds of the p€9fie$ whd 
were disposed ia their hearts to co-operale with him W 
this purpose. 

To begin the work^ fire was put fo the hwat itext tlMf 
toll-house for fruit, both of which were burnt to thegirtwnd/ 
with all the books and accounts, goods and fciniitafej 
This done, every one shut up his shop; and the nnqphcnr 
increasing, many thousand people, uniting thenadlvalEy 
went to other parts of the city, where all the either toll- 
houses were: them they plundered of all their Wkiiigtf' 
and books, great quantities of moneys with ndUtily ridi 
moveables ; all of which they threw into a great Sani lM 
straw^ and burnt to ashes in the streets. The peiqpl^ 
meeting with no resistance, assumed more boIdneM^ 4ttif 
made towards the palace of the Viceroy. The AM SBBv 
tia of Masaniello, consisting of 2000 boys> marchetf ^fli 
every one lifting up his cane with a piece of bhiclr 
on the top, and with doleful and loud cries ezcil^. 
compassion, and intreated the assistance of their feUofM* 
citizens. Being come before the palace, they cried %M£ 
amain, that they would not be freed of the frait^tM piStfJ 
but of all others, especially that of corn, ^t last majf 
entered the palace, and rifled it, notwithstandk^ th^l^ 
sistance of the guards, whom they disarmedl 

The Viceroy got into his coach to secure himscSf WidE^ 
in the church of St. Lewis ; but the peoplef spying tttt/ 
popped the coach, and with naked swotds on eiiidliideM^ 
it^ threatened him^unless he would- take off tlie'taxei;^99lff 
fair promises and assurances of redress^ and b^ iSbitSk^ 
ing money among the multitude, which they 'Mtt j^i ai j j^- 
to pick up, he got at last safe inta the chnMk/iiaif 
^ered.the doors to be shtkt. The pebf^la i^^JMtj^ 
the Prince of Bisagnano^ who; was mnclr 
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them^* to be tlieir^ defender an4 itiWrcessor. .He f/ro- 
mised to.obtain what ^y desirec)^ ibut finding hima^If 
unable, after much labpur 4ad fatigue, to restrain tkeir 
licer^tiofjsness or quell :thmr'fury> he took the first opr 
portunity of disengaging himself from ih^ labyrinth* of 
that popular tumuli..; ,, 

After the retirement of the prince the people finding 
themselves )vithout a head, called put for Masaniello • (ci 
be tlieir leader and coiudiictor; which charge he ac- 
cepted. They appointed Geuoiiio, a priest of approved 
knowledge, temper, and abilities, to attend his person ; 
and to him they added, for a companion, the aforenaiaded 
famous Banditto Perrone. Masaniello, by his spirit, 
good sense^ and bravery, won the hearts of all the peor 
pie, insomuch that they bacnme willing to transfer uatp 
him solemnly the syprem^ command, and to obey him 
accordingly. ... 

A stage was erected in the middle of the market-place, 
where, cloathed in wliite, like a mariner, Jie with his 
v*^-«:«;^grs^ gave pubiici audience, received petitions, 
and gave sentence m mi — ^Jjoth civil and criminal. 
He had no less than 150,000 men under his cotomand. 
An incredible multitude of women also appeared with 
arms of various sorts, like so numy Amazons, . A list was 
made of above 60 persons, who had farmed, the taxes, or 
been some way concerned in the custom-houses; and, 
as it was said, they had enriched themselves with the 
blood of the people, and ought to be made examples to 
future ages, an order was issued that their houses and 
goods should be bufnt,; which was executed according- 
ly, and with so much regularity, that no one was suf- 
fered to carry away the smallest article. Many for steal- 
ing but mere trifles from the flames were hanged by the 
public executioner in the o^arket-place, by the command 
of Masaniello. 
^oT.. II- H )f Whilf 
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Whilst these horrid tragedies w^re actings the Viceroy 
thought of every method to appease the people^ and 
bring them to an accommodation. He applied to the 
Archbishop, of whose attachment to the 'government he 
was well assured, and of whose paternal care and affec-^ 
lion for them, the people had no doubt. He gave them 
the original charter of Charles V. (which exempted them 
from all taxe^^ and upon which they had all along in* 
listed) confirmed by lawful authority, and also an in- 
dulgence or pardon for all offences whatsoever com- 
mitted. 

The bishop found means to induce Masaniello to con- 
voke all the captains and chief commanders of the peo- 
ple together ; and great hopes were conceived that an 
happy accommodation would ensue. In the mean time, 
500 banditti^ all armed^ on horseback, entered the city, 
under pretence that they came for the service of the 
people, but in reality to destroy Masaniello, as it appear- 
ed afterwards; for they discharged several shot at him, 
someof which narrowly missed him. This imm**'*" '"'^ 
put a stop to the whole v--;uctfs, and it was suspected 
that the Viceroy had some hand in this conspiracy. The 
streets were immediately barricaded, and orders were 
given, that the aqueduct leading to the castle, in which 
were the Viceroy and family, and all the principal ofB- 
oerd of state, should be cutoff, and that no provision, 
except sonic few roots and herbs should be carried thi- 
ther. The Viceroy applied again to the archbishop, to 
assure the people of his good intentions towards them, 
his abhorrence of the designs of the banditti, and his reso- 
lution to use all hisanthority tobringthem to due pnnish- 
rnent. Tlius the treaty was again renewed, and «oon 
completed; which being done, it was thought proper 
that Masaniello should go to the palace to visit the 
Viccrov. He gave orders that all the strceU leading tr 
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it should be swept clean, and that all master! of fatnilwi 
sliould hang their windowl and balcMiies with theuT 
richest silks and tapestrys. H^ thr^^ off his mariner^ 
habit, aqd dressed himself in cloth of silver, ^ith a fio% 
plume of feathers in his hat; and, mounted ttpon apranc« 
ing steed, with a drawn swoird in his hand j he ^ent ajt« 
tended by 50,000 of the choicest of the people* 

While he was in conference with the Viceroy in the 

balcony, he gave him surprising prO^ifs of the ready ob^ 

dience of the people ; whatever cry he gave out^ it Wii 

i mmedialely echoed ; when he put his finger Upon his 

mouth there was a profound universal silence, that scarce 

A roan was seen to breathe. At last, he ordered that 

they should all retire, which was punctaally and pre* 

seutly obeyed, as if they had all Vanished away. On 

the Sunday following the capitulatbns were signed and 

solemnly sworn to in the cathedral church, to be observed 

for ever. Ma^aniello declared, that now having ac*. 

compliihed his honest designs, he would return Ugain to 

his former occupation. If he had kept this resoltttionn 

he miitht justly liave been reckoned one Of the greatest 

lierocs that any age or cout)try ever j^roduced. But ei 

it is diversely reported, either throt^gh the instigationf 

of his wife and kindred, through fear, or allured by th% 

tasted s>veets of rule and power, he still continued his au«« 

thority; and, what is worie, exercised it in a very capri* 

cious and tyrannical maniler, insomuch that his best 

friends began to be afraid of him. 

It has been thought somethinfi^ had been infused int(l 
his drink, to deprive him of his senses, or, what is equally 
probable, that he had drank to an excess, wholly to dei» 
prive him of reason ; tut, whatever Was the cause, •ht 
certainly conducted himself at least, in a very improper 
manner ; wantonly clotting and maiming every person 
\viUiout diuinction, ^loping ^nlong the Streets liko a 
9 B 8 9aiiiM 
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taaiuakc':'initedd of. being follovred by the people^ at 
heretofdrr^ every person avoided his presence ; and at 
hist, fatigoed' and. exhausted; he took refuge in the 
ohurch of Carmine. The archbishop sent immediate 
notice to the viceroy, and Marsaniello was in the mean 
tfemd.takcn care of. by the religious of the church, aad 
provided with refreshments, after the fatigue, he bad suf* 
fe^^dby his .violent prDceedings. Some gentlemen who 
lhotij;jht they sliould be doing the viceroy an acceptable 
office now entered the church; and as they passed throogh 
the cloysfiex cried out, long live the Ring of Spain, and 
ktnancfromhcnceforih, vpoiipatno/deathobcy Masaniello 
The people .did not appose these gentlemen in their 
'searrlt, but on Jthe contrary. .made way for them; and 
they proceeded to tlie conv<Mii of the church, (searching 
and enquirin<r for ilasaiuello. This unhappy man, 
licariui; somebody call. Masaniello, runs out to meet his 
foes, saying, h itmc.you iQokfor, i:iy people '/ Behold lam 
here ;*.but all the answer lie had was IVom fbwr muskets, that 
vcrc fired upon him at one lime, by Salvatonc Cataneo, 
Giulos Cataneo,' Angclo Ardt zone, and Andrea Rama« 
He instantly dropped down upon the place, having but 
just time to cry out, Jh ! nugiateful Iraitors, he bre ithed 
bis last, yalvatone Cataneo then cut off his head, and 
carried it directly to the viceroy, lo the terror of the 
rabble ; who to the amount ol'citi;lit or ten thousand, were 
in the chnr^'h and market place ; and far from avenging 
the death of their captain-ijenera], by that. of hismur* 
derers, tlioy seemed satisfied and motionless; and in 
this orcinrfHjce ^r.ve a menioiablc instance of the incon- 
sinncy of the populaco, wlK>>e attacliment maybe justly 
rr)jnparcfl lo a broken nej, v hir'h, wh(jev< r boars upoQ 
is sr>rc of FiiliiniT. As no so'Uier was the breath out of 
his body, biit his hitherto rollo.wcr.s first procured the 
body, and aikoft bi^hea&K and dra.!;«!;ed iUkio. through- 



tYcry kennel and guttet^'^tHF- Wife ck^/aW finally tlniew 

each into a separate ditch.* 'But tneMay fbllowiiig, is 

great a change again took 'Iplace irith respect tb his 

memory, his head and hody v^ere cateBilly sought after; 

and when found, were washed f^eS-mAol the filth thathud 

defaced it ; and the most snmptdons fhneral eter seen in 

^Naples wad that of Masaniello, betttg- followed to th^ 

oathedral church by fire htindred jyrifests, and fbrty-^ 

^ousand other persons. Th)e ensigns^ of the Spaiiid^ 

snonarchy lowered their banners as it passed; and tiie 

viceroy sent out a number of attendants with tofcheSj when 

it passed his palace, to attend the pjrdcession, and honor 

Iiim in death. The disturbance in Naples \>egan July 7A^ 

)647, and ended the l-6th of the same months the day 

Masaniello was killed, after ruling nine days.' 

It may not be improper tb remark^ that about one 
hundred years before, in the year 1547, a Masaniello jput 
himself at the head of a mob, on the introduction of the 
inquisition at Naples, by^Phillip II. This Masaniello was 
Captain of a banditti. 



TO TEII EDITOR OF THE SCXETIFIC ^USSUlf^ 

tit, 

If the following singular aitiom is thoogbt worthy a plat^ in jon oittftaia? 

ing publication, it will he the means of my endeayoariiif to ftili&Uh yoA 

with similar articles, 

YontSy &C. 

& D. 

1 HE manner of making a new freeman^ of Alnwick^ in 
the county of Northumberland, is wo remarkable and 
ludicrous, that an able historian has preserved the stoiy 
from whence the custom is derived. This curious mode 
of making a new freeman Is practised it its full force to 
the present time, and within a very few years has been 
comput>d with. The history §nd forpi of it is at followa : 

Id 
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. Id the reign of King Jghn, that monarch attempted to 
xlde across Ahi wick Moor>th^n]caUcd the forest of Aidon ; 
be fell with his horse into a bog or morass^ where be 
stuck so fast that, be was with great difficulty pulled out 
by some of bis attendants. 

The Kingj incen^sed against the inhabitants of that 
town^ for not keeping their roads orer their moor in bct<* 
ter repair^ or at least for not placing some post or mark 
pointing out the particular spots which were impassable^ 
inserted in their charter, both by way of memento and 
punishment, that for the future all new created freemen 
should on St. Marks day pass on foot through that 
morass, called the Freemens well. 

. )ji pbedience to this clause of tbjeir charter, when any 
new freemep -ar^ to be made> a small rill of water ^which 
passes tlirough the morass is kept dammed up for a day 
or two> previous to that on which this ceremonial is to be 
exhibited, by which means the bog becomes so thoroughly 
liquified, \hat a middle si^ed man is chin deep in mud 
and water in passing over it, besides which, unlucky vrags 
frequently dig holes and trenches ; in these, filled up and 
rendered invisible by the fluid mud, several freemen have * 
fallen down, and been in great danger of suffocation. 
In short, in proportion as the new made freemen are mor? 
i^x his popular, the passage i$ rendered more or loss dif- 
ficult; at the best, however, it is scarcely preferable to 
the punishmentof the horse-pond inflicted by the mob on 
a detected pirk-pockct. 

The day being come, the candidates, for they are Hi 
tf rally so, being dr^ss^d all in white, preceded by a ca- 
valcade, consisting of the Castle Bailrft; the four Cham* 
herlains, the freemen of the town, and a band of rau4^C'> 
repair to the scene of action. And on the word, or a 
signal being given, thf y pass through the bou, each being 
at liberty t9 u^o.^be method and pace, which to bun i&baU 

seeni 



seem best, some running, some going slow/ and some at- 
tempting to jump over suspected plac^, but all in their 
turns, tumbling and wallowing like porpoises at sea, or 
hogs in the mire, to the great amusement of the populace^ 
who usually aesemble in vast numbers on this occasion. 
This scene being over, the parties return to the town, and 
endeavour to prevent by good chear the ill effects of tlieir 



REMARKABLE TRIAL. 

Jn the Court of King*s*Benchy brought by a Mrs. Booxr, 
agaimt Captain Barnaby, to recoi>er the sum of ont 
thousand pounds, as damages for the scandal of hit 
assertion, that he had seen her deceased husband, Mr^ 
Booty, a receiver, drove into Hell. 

On this remarkable trial, witnesses were brought for- 
ward, who proved the words to have been spoken by 
Captain Barnaby^ and afterwards by his wife ; the de« 
fence set up was, that the defendant had spoke no more, 
tUan had been seen by a number of persons, as well as 
himself, to prove which the journal books of three dif- 
ferent ships were produced in court, and the following 
passages recorded in each, submitted to the court and 
jury by the defendant's council. 

Tuesday 12tb May, 1687.— This day the weatbet 
came S. W. a little, about three o'clock in the afternoon^ 
and about four, we anchored in Manson-road, and there 
in the road Captain Barnaby, Captain Bristow, and 
Captain Brown, all of them bound for the island of Lis- 
sara, to load. 

Wednesday, 13th May. — ^This day, about ten o'clock 
in tlie forenoon, I went on board .of Captain Barnaby, 
and about two o'clock in the aftemooo, w^ weighed, and 

taiUd 
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sailed, all oi us, for tlic island of Lissara, the wind wa^ 
W. N. W. and better weather. 

Thursday, 14th of May. — About two o'clock .we saw 
the island of Lissara ; mid about seven we come to au 
anchor off the said island, in twelve fathoms water, and 
then we were at W. S. W. 

Friday, 15th May. — ^\\^e had the observation of Mr. 
Booty this day. Captain Barnab}^, Captain Bristow, 
Captain Brown, I, and Mr. Ball, merchant, went on shore 
in Captain Barnaby's boat, to shoot rabbits upon Strom- 
boli ; and when we had done, we called all our irien 
together by us, and about half an hour, and fourteen 
minutes after three in the afternoon, to our great sur- 
prise, we all of us saw two men come running towards us 
with sucfi swiftness, that no living man could run half so 
fast as they did run ; when all of us heard Captain Bar- 
naby say, *' Lord hkss mc, the foremost is old Booty^ 
my next door neighbour ;" but he said, he did not know 
the other that run behind ; he was in black clothes and 
the foremost was in l ry : then Captain Barnaby desired 
all of us, to take an account of the time, and pen it down 
in our pocket books, and when we got on board we wrote 
it in our j*)urnals; for we saw them into the flames of 
fire, and there was a grr.at noise, which greatly affrighted 
us all ; for wc none of iis ever saw, or heard the like be- 
fore. Captain Barnjjby said, '^ he was certain it was old 
Booty, which he saw ruiMiing over Stromboli, and into the 
flames of hell." 

Then comint; hcmie to lltigland, and lying at Graves- 
end, Captain Barnaby's wile came on board the 6th day 
of October, lG87 ; at which tiuu^ Captain Barnaby^ and 
Captain Brown, «*ont for Cap'ain Bristow, and Mr. Ball, 
tnerchant, to congratulate with ihcm ; and after some dis- 
course, Captain Barn *by's wife started up, and 8i|id^ 
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'^ niy dear^ I will tell you some n^ws, old Booty is dead ff 
he. directly ]na4^ .ansHrer/^ '' we«ll of M saW; him raa 
into hell !" Afterw»r4» Captaiu Baniab]r!tf wife told a 
Genllemaa .of bis acquaiatance ia London^ wb&t her 
husband had said ; and he went and acquaiated Mra^ 
Booty of the whole affair: upon that Mrs. Booty 
arrested Captain Baraby in a thousand pounds actioq i 
for what he had said of her htisband ; Capt^ Bamaby ^ave 
bail to it^ and it came to a trial in the Court of King'^ 
Bench, and they had Mr. Booty's wearing appareLbrooght 
into Courts and the Sexton of the Parish, and the people 
that w^re with him when he died ; and they swore to ihcf 
time he died, and when be died } and we 9W(M to oiui' 
journals^ and it came to the same time withitf abotit tlir* 
minutes : ten of our men swore to the buttons oii. hia 
coatj, and that they were covered with .the sama-sort #f 
cloth his coat was made ; and so it provedj . ' * 

The jury asked Mr. Spinks (whose hand writiag itf llit 
journal that happened to be read appeared) if he kaSe^ 
Mr. Booty, he answered '' I neyer saw bim^ tiH he ran 
by me on the Burning Mountains.'* . 

Then the judge said^ '' Lord bav6 mercy tipon niey nA 
grant I may never see what yottr bev^ seen ; on^^'lWQ Qft 
three may be mistaken, but thirty nevtr caftbe mis- 
taken.'' — So the widow lost her cause^ 



SOME ACCOUNT OF STROMBOLI- 

One of the Lipari Islands, with an astonishing Jransaciitm 
which happened there. 

StROMBOLI, the most northern of the lApaA tjBlaiffd^ 
is a volcano, which rises in a corieal form^ above' th^ •!»«• 
face of ibe sea« On the east side, it Yak thrM Of fov 
little craters ranged near each other, not al the tftuaumiv 
Vol. IL i i Vaf 



mticli to be feared. Of all the Volcanos recorded ia 
history^ Stromboli seems to be the oilly one that hurm 
without ceasing. Etna and Vesttvias often lie quiet for 
many months, and even years, without the least ap* 
pearance of fire ; but Stromboli is ever at work, and, for 
ages past, has been looked upon as the great lighthouse 
of the Mediterranean sea. 



EXTRACT FROM THE NORTHUMBERJtANP HOUSEHOLD 

BOOK. 

The folIowiDg curious Items, were preserved in a Ifenusctipt Hootehold 
Bookf kept bj the Steward of the Northumberland Ftmily, in the feign of 
fienry the Fourth : Dr. Percy^ Chaplain to the late Duke of Northupiberlaiidt« 
superinte&ded the printing of this singular book, of which a few copies 
only were distributed among the friends of the family about twenty years 
ago ; froiDi one of whkh we have extracted the accountSf of ieattt and offer- 
ings of that period. 

Firsts it is thoughte that Cranys muste he hadde at 
Cristynmas ande outher principal le feists for my lord's 
owne meas so they be bought at xvjd pece. 

At principal Feists^— Item, It is thoughte in-likc-wie» 
that Hearonsewis be bougbte for my lordes owne 
meas so they be at xijd. the pece. 

At |>rincipal Feists. — Item, Rbdesc hanks to be 
boughte at principalle feists for my lords own meas after 
j J. ob. the pece. 

At principal Feists. — Item, "Bitters for my lorde, 
owne meas at principal feints, ande to be at xiji^, a pece 
so they be goode. 

At principal Feists.-^Item, Fkssauntis for my lordes 
owne meas, to be had at principalle feists, and to be at 
xyd. a pece. 

. A^t principal 5'eists.— Item, Re is to be hadde for mv 
lordes: owne meas at principal feists, ande atijif^p«ee» 
/ : :*;i.\ ..... ?: ^ hf 
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At principal Feists. ^Itein> Siu>i.aej>i& to be badde for 
my lord« owne Boeai at principal feists> and to be at vjd. 
« pece. 

At principal Feists. — Item, KimLEWistobe badde for 
my lords owne meas at principal feitses, ande to be at 
icijd, a pece. 

At principal Feists. — Item, Pacokks to be badde for 
my lordes owne meas at principal feistes, and at xijd. a 
pece ; and no Payhbnnes to be bowght. 

At principd Feists.— Item, Sbkpies for my lorde at 
principal feists, ande noone onther tyme. 

At principal Feists.— Item, Wegionnes for my lorde 
at principal feistes, ande noone outher tyme, ande jd. ob. 
the pece, excepte my lordes comandement be outherwis. 

At principal Feists. — Item, Knottis for my lorde at 
principalle feists, and noone outher tyme, ande at jd. a 
pece, except my lords comaundement be otherwis. 

At principal Feists.-— Item, Dottebelis to be bought 
for my lorde when they ar in seasonne, ande to be at a 
penny a pece. 

At principal Feists. — Item, Bvstaedes for my lordes 
owne meas at principall feists, ande noon outher tyme 
except my lords comaundement be otherwis. 

At principal Feists. — Item, Teabnes for my lordes 
owne meas oonelie at principalle feists, and noon outher 
tyme aftiriiij a penny, excepte my lordes comaundiement 
be outherwis. 



Extracts from the Northumberland Household-book con-' 
tinued^ p. J3L 
ALMANER of Rewarded Customable used Yerly by 
my Lorde tobeYeven aode Paideby his JLordiscbipe from 
Michaelmas to Michaelmas yerdy as it doith appeireiii 
the Booke of his Ijordihipe Foren Expciices of every 
Yere what Cust^msbie Faymeati they bt thai my Lord? 

II ti usith 
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nsith y«rly ande for what causes the]^ be Yeven ande nrheu 
forevery Some is p^ideande for what consideracion as well 
for Waiges and Fees paide owt yerely of his Lordei* 
chippeCoifures ^ as ' Kewardis Customable used jreiJy by 
my Lorde at New Yers Day ande other tymes of the 
Yere His Lordschipe ande my Ladies Offerings at prin* 
cipall Feists yerly acc)istomed Ande Rewards usede 
Customable to be Yeven yerely to Strangers as Players 
Mynstralls ande others as the Some of every Rewarde 
. particulerly With the Consderacion why ande wherefore 
it is Yeven With the names of the Parsones to whon^ 
the saide Rewards be Yeven more playnly hereafter foU 
owith ^de apperith in this Booke Which be Ordynary 
^nd Accustomable Payments by my Lorde usede Yerly if 
the tymes so requier. 



All Maner of Offerings for my Lorde ande my 
Lady ande ray Lordis Childeren Customable used 
yerly at Principall Feasts ande other OfferingCr 
Dayes in the Ypre as the Consideracion Whye 
more playnly hereafter foUowith. 

^URST. My I^ordisOfferringeaccustomede uponAlhallow 
day yerely When his Lordshippe is at l>ome at the 
Highe Mas if he kepe ClKipell xijd. 

Item. My Lad is Offerringe accustomede upon Alhal- 
lowe-day yerely If sche offer at the Highe Masse if 
my Lorde kepe Chapell to be paid owt of my Lords 
Coffufes if sche be at my Lordis Fyndinge ande not at 
hir owen viijrf. 

Item. My Lordes Offeringe accustomed upon Cristynr 
mas-day yerely When his Lordshipe is at home at 
the Highe Mas if he kepe Chapell xijrf. 

Jtem. My Ladies Offeringe upon Cristynm as-day yerly 
at the Highe ]^Ias \{ my Lorde kepe Chapell to ^nb 

P^4^ 
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^aide owi ^.my Lordia . Co/STorigs i£ ache he at my 
Lordis fjndyoge aojienot atber^ ven- — -^ijd.. 
J tern. My Lordis Offeringe upon SayntStephyns dayeWheii 
)ii8 Lordscbipp hii at bpme a grpk to bow at a Iawc 

Mas in his closest iiijc2^ . : . 

Xtem. My Lordis Offeringe aqcnstomede upon New-Yers- 
day yerely When bis (lOrdescip is at home a|; the High 
Mas if be kepe Chapeli — — xijdp 
- Jtem. My Ladies Ofieringe accu&tomede .upon New* 
Yers'day yerely ^t the High Mas if my Lorde kepe 
Chapeli to be paid owt of my Lprdis Coffures if sche 
be at my Lords fyndinge and not &t hir owen — yfiijdi 

Item. Mj Lords Offeringe a/^customede upon tbexijth 
Day yerely When his Lordscbipe is at home. At the 
High Mas if he kepe Chapeli— —xijd. 

Item. My Ladies Offeringe accustomed uppon the xijth 
Day yerely at the High M^ss if my Lorde ke.pe Cha- 
peli to be paide owt of my Lords Coffvires if sche be at 
my Lordis fytidiiige and not at hirowen^ — xi'ijd. 

Item. My Lordis Offerynge accustomede upon Candil- 
mas-Day lyerely to be sett in bis Lordscfaippis Candill 
to offer at the High Mas when his Lordscbipp is at 
home V groits for the v joyes of our Lady — xxd. 

Item. My Laidis Offerynge uppon Candilmae-daie yerely 
to be sett in hir Candill to offi^r at the High Mas iij 
groitts to be paid owt of my Lordis Coffures if sche be 
at my Lordis fyndynge and not f^t hir owen — xijd. 

Item. My Lorde useth and accomyth yerely upon Can- 
dilmas-Day to caus to be Delyveride for the Offeringe 
of my Lords Son and Heire the Lorde Percy to be sett 
in his Candill ijd. Ande for every of my Yonge Mas- 
ters my Lords Yonge Sonnes to bie sett in the Candills 
affore the Offeringe jd. for aither of them iiijcf. . 

Item. My Lordis Offeringe accustotni^ yerly upcyn Suiig, 
91ay<te Day to be sett in hb Lordschippe Candill to 

offer 
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Blayes Day to be sett in his Lordsdippe Candill to 
offer at Hye Mas if his Lordschyp kepe Chapell*— « 
iiiji. 
Item. My Laidis Offeringe accustomedeyerely upon Saint 
Blayes Day to be sett in hir CandiH to offer at the Hye 
Mass to be paid owt of my Lordis Coffures if sche be at 

my Lord is fyudynge and not at hir owen hijd. 

Item. My Lorde useth and accustomyth yerly upon Saynt^ 
Blays Dap to cause to be delyveride for the Offeiynge 
of my Lordis Sone and Heire the Lorde Peiey to sett in 
his Candill jd. Ande for every of my Yonge Maiters- 
my Lords Yonger Sonnes to sett in their Candills dfier 
jd. for every of tiiem for ther Offerings this said' day 

iijrf. 

Item. My Lordis Offeringe accustomede uppon Goode- 
Fridayyerely if his Lordschipp be at Home and kepe 
Chapell when his Lordschipe crepith the Cro a 
iiijd. 
Item. My Ladis Offerringe accustomede yerely npon 
Good Friday when she crepith the Crosse to be paide 
owt of my Lordis Coffures if sche is at my Lordis fyn- 

dinge and not at hir own iiijrf. 

Item. My Lorde useth and accustomoth yerely when his 
Lordschip is at home to caus to be delyveride for the 
Offerrings of my Lordis Sone and Heire the Lord Percy 
upon the said Good Friday when he Orepith the Crose 
ijd. Ande for every of my Yonge Maisters my Lordis 
Yonger Sonnes after jd. to every of them for ther Offers 
inges when they Crepe the Cros the said Good-Friday 
— — iiijrf. 
Item. My Lordis Offeringe accustomede yerely uppon 
Ester-Evyn when his Lordshipp takyth his Rights 
iiijd. 
Item. My Ladis Offeringe accustomede yerely upon Eatmv 
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Evjm when hir LadiiAipe taketh hir rights if scfae be 
at my Lords fyndynge and not at hir owen iiij€l. 

Item. My Lorde usith and accastomyth yerly to cans to 
be delyverid to his Lordsqhippis Children that be of' 
Aige to take there Rights fcr them to offer upon Esters 
Even after ijd. to every of them 

Item. My Lorde nsith and accnstometh yerely to cans to 
be delyvrede to every of his Lordschjpps Wardis or 
Haosman or anny oUier Yonge Gentihnen that be at 
his Lerdschipes fyndyinge Ande be of Aige to take ther 

) Rights after ijd, a pece to every such Parson 

Item. My Lords ^^Offerynge accustomede yerely upon 
£ster-Day in the momynge when his Lordshipe Cre- 
pith the Cros after the R^surreccion if his Lordschippe 
be at home and kepe Chapell— — iiijtf . 

Item* My Ladis Offering accustomede yerly upon Ester- 
Saye in the momynge when hir Ladyschip Crepith the 
Cros after the Resurreccion to be paide owt of my Lor- 

f^i <Us Coffures if she be at my Lordis findinge and not at 
hir owen ^iiijd. 

hem. My Lord useth and accustomethe upon Ester-Day 
in the mornynge to cans to be delyverid to my Lords 
Eldest Son the Lord Percy and to every of my Yonge 
Masters my Lords yonger Sones after jd. to every of 
them to offer when they Creep the Cross the said day 
liler the Resurreccion iijcL 

kern. My Lords Offeringe accustomede upon Ester-Day 
yerely when his Lordschip b at home at the High Mas 

- if my Lorde kepe Chapell ^iijrf. 

Item. My Ladis Oflerenge accustomide upon Estir-Day 
yerely at the High Mas if my Lorde kepe Chapell to 
be paid owt of my Lords Coffures if she be at my Lords 
fyndinge and not at hir owen viijrf. 

IteflK My Lorde usith and accustomyth upon Ester-Day 
yerely when his Lordschip is at home if my Lcwrdc 

kepe 
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. kepe Chapcll to caus tq be fiejyvered to i^y hatds 
Eldest Sone the Lord Percy apde to every of my YpfBge 
Mtisters: my Lords Yonger Sonnes Af^er jdi. pvery of 
them for tjbem to offer the said Etfter-P^yui.liie Cha- 
pell at the Uye Mass iijdi .'. , 

Item. My Lordis Offirynge accustomedc opoQ Sajnt 
George-Day yerly at the ,Hyc Mas whea.hit Lords^ 
cbyppeis ^t home and kepith Sayat George Feaa(— ^juf. 

Item. My Lordis OfFcringe aecustomydc at the Mes of 
Requiem, uppon the morowe after Sayut GeorgsM^lRy 
when his Lordschip is at home and kepith SfjKluGetiq^ 
Feast, wliich is aqcustomede yereIy4o be doii for .4A 
•SauUis of all the Knightes of th' Order, of *the-<3wter 
Departede to the Mercy of God — iiijd* 

Item. My Lorde useth and accnstomyth wbea.h6rit-^i 
home ande kipith Dergea over Nightf^-Me* of:ie- 
quiem uppon the morowe my Lord hi«t Father !jujv 
Month Mynde to offer at the Mas of Reqaiem— ^iiydL ' 

Item. My Lorde usith and accustomyth yerely whe&Uh 
Ijordschiy is at home to caus to be delyvered to.VBf 
Lordis Eldest Sone and Heyre the Lorde Fettoj aadtf 
to every of my Yonge Masters my Lords Yongvr Soot 
after jd. to every of them for them to offer lMi«id 
duye at the said Mes of Requiem X)ooe for my Ij9l4t 
Father xij. Month Mynde — iijd. ,^ 

Item. My Lordis Offerynge accustomed uppoQ the AittH^'* 
ciou-Day yerly when his Lordeschip is at hone at tiN 
High Mas if he kepe Chapell — xijrf. 

Ilcm. My Ladies OfTeringe accustomede upon the Awmsh 

, cion-Day yerly at the Hy Mas in the Chapell to btf 
paid owt of my Lordis CofTures if she be at my liQffdit 
fyndynge and not at hirowne — viijJ, 

Item. My Lords Ofieringe accustomede upon W)iitM|D-< 
day yerely at the Hye Mas in the Chapell i|iliitfilii| 
Lordschip is at home — xijd. , 
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A SINGULAR MURDER. 

ji Singular and Interesting relation of a Murder. 

In the year l6]3, a Mrs. Clarke, keeper of the Blue-Bell 
Inn, opposite the Free School, in Leicester, was robbed 
and murdered by her servant-maid and seven men. The 
relation being singular and interesting, I shall give it as 
told by Sir Roger Twisden, who had it from persons of 
undoubted credit, who were not only inhabitants of 
Leicester, but saw the murderers executed. *^ When 
King Richard III. marched into Leicester, against Henry, 
Earl of Richmond, afterwards Henry VII. he lay at the 
Blue Bear Inn, in the town of Leicester, where was lefl 
a large wooden bedstead, gilded in some places ; which 
afiter his defeat and death in the battle of Bosworth, was 
left, either through haste, or as a thing of little value> 
(the bedding being all taken from it) to the people of the 
house; thence-forward this old bedstead, wbioh wai 
boarded at the bottom, (as the manner was in ^{m' daf|) 
became a piece of standing furniture, and psuMMJcl frott 
tenant to tenant with the inn. ; ''\ *•■" -* 

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth this botM^wis kepi 
by one Mr. Clarke, who put a bed on this bedi^a^ad, which 
his wife going to make hastily, and jumbling the bed* 
stead a piece of gold dropped out. This ejccittd the 
woman's curiosity; she narrowly examined this antique 
piece of furniture, and finding it had a double bottom* 
took off the uppermost with a chisel, upon which she dis- 
covered the space between them filled wirfi gold; pajt of 
it coined by Richard III. and the rest of it in earlier 
times. ' ' 

Mr. Clarke (her husband) concealed this piece of gOCif 
fortime, though by degrees, the effects of it made it 
known, for he became rich from a low condition, and ill 
the space of a few years mayor of the town ; and them 

Vol. IL Kk the 
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the story of the bedstead came to be rumoured by the 
servants. At his death he left his estate to his wife, who 
still continued to keep the inn, though she was known to 
be very rich ; which put some wicked persons upon en^ 
gaging the muid servant ta assist in robbing her. These 
folks^ to the number of seven, lodged in the house, plun- 
dered it, and carried oil* some hofse loads of valuable 
things ; and yet left a considerable quantity of valuables 
scattered about the floor. As for Mrs. Clarke herself, who 
was very fat, she endeavoured to cry out for help, upon 
which her maid thrust her Angers down her tliroat and 
choakcdhcr, for which fact she was burnt; and the seven 
men, who were her accomplices, were hanged at Leicester 
some time in the year l6l J. 

Particular account of Mn, Hastings, who lived at Wood- 
lands in the ytar 1638 ; from an ancient manuscript 
tommumcated bij^ 

May, l6o4, J. P. 

IN the year iCrJS lived Mr. Hastings, by his quaUty, son, 
brother, and uncle, to^the Earls of Huntingdon. He was 
peradventure an original in our age, or rather the copy 
of our antient nobiUly^ in hunting and in warlike times. 
He was low of stature, very strong and very active, of a 
reddish flaxen hair ; his clothes always green cloth, and 
never worth, when new, five pounds. His house was per- 
fectly of the old fashion, in the midst of a large park 
well stocked with deer; and near the house was u rabbit 
warren, to ser\e his kitchen; many fish ponds, great store 
of wood and timber; a bowling green in it, long but 
narrow, full of high ridges, it being never levelled since 
it was plowed; they used round jiand bowls, and it had a 
banqu(.itin^ htnise like a stand, also a large one built-in a 
tree. He kept all manner of !*port hounds that run, bock, 
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fox, hare^ otter^ and badger; and baw1c.s^*4on^ and sbott 
winge^l. He had all sorts of net9 for fish ;*he had a ivalk 
in the new forest^ in the parish of Ciinst Church. This 
last supplied him with red deer, sea and river fisb^ and 
indeed all his nei.Q:hbours grounds and royalties were free 
tt> him who bestowed all^bis time in these sports; but what 
he borrowed to caress his neighbour^^ wives, sisters, or 
daughters; there being iBot a woman in all his walks oi 
the degree of a yeomans wife or under, and under the 
age of forty, but it was extremely her fault if he was not 
acquaiutcd'with her. This made him very popular, alway« 
speaking kindly to. the luisband^ brother, or father, who 
was to be very welcome •to his house whenever be came ft 
there he found beef, pudding, and small: beer in greal 
plenty. A house not so nqutly ktpi .as tOtidiamc jy^im ob 
bis dusty slaves, the great hall 9jtrewed with marro)*^ 
bones, full of hawks perches, hounds, ^ apanieU^. ood tfir«) 
riers ; the upper part of the hall hung with the {oi^n 
skins, of this and the last yean killing ; here imd tber^ a 
pi>le-cat, intermixed game keepers, and hunter poleS|ia 
great abitndance. The parlovr was a large tongroom^ f# 
properly furnished ; on a great hearth paved with bdokj • 
lay some small favouritt tarriers, and the choicest lioupdf 
and spaniels; seldom but two of the great chairs b»d lit- 
ters of young cars in them, which w«re not to be dis- 
tiirbed, always three or four of these animals attendcsd 
him at dinner, and a little white round stick of fourteen 
mchcs long lyini^ by his trencher, that ho might defend 
snob meat as ho had no mind to part with to tliem. 
The windows, which were very large, served for places to 
lay hiji arrows, slinu: bows, and cross bows, and otliersiich 
like accoutrements. The corners of the room full of the 
best chosen hunting and hawking pole<«; an oyster table 
at the lower end, which was in constant use twice a day^ 
^ th«» \oai round, fur he never Jailed to eat ovsters be- 
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fbre dinner and supper through all the seasons; tha 
neighbouring town of Poole supplied him with them. 
The upper part of the room had two small tables and a 
desk^ on the one side of which was a church bible^ on the 
other the book of martyrs; on the tables were hawka 
heads, bells^ and such like, two or three old green hats 
with their crowns thrust in^ so as to hold ten or a dozen' 
eggs, which were of a pleasant kind of poultry, of which 
he took much care and fed himself. Tables, dice boxes^ 
and 1 ai ds were not wanting ; in the bole of the desk 
were store of tobacco pipes that had been used. On* one 
side of this end of the room was the door of the closet^ 
wherein stood the strong beer and the wine, which neyer 
came there but in single glasses, that being the role of 
the house exactly observed, for he never exceeded in drink 
or permitted it; on the other side was the door into an 
old chapel not used for devotion. The pulpit, as llie 
tofest place, was never wanting of a cold chine of beef 
and venison pasty, gammon of bacon or great apple pya 
with thick crust extremely baked; this table cost him not 
inuch, though it was good to eat at, the sports snppHed 
almost all but beef and mutton, except Fridays, when he 
had the best salt fish, as well as other fish he could get» 
and was the day his neighbours of best quality most ▼!« 
sited him. He never wanted a London pudding, and 
always sung it in, with the best eyes therein ; when he 
dranik a glass or two of wine, at meals very often symp 
of gilly-flowers in his sack, and had always a tali glass 
without feet standing by him, holding a pint of small 
beer, which he often stirred with rosemary. He was well 
natnrcd, but soon angry, calling his servants bastards^ 
cuckolds, and knaves ; in one of which he often spoke tmth 
to his own knowledge, and sometimes in both, thoHj^ of 
the same man. He lived to be an hundred*, nevtf^det 
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hit eye-sight, but always wrote and read withoat qp€0<»' 
tacles^ and got on horse back without help till past fow^' 
score; he rid to the death of the ttagas wdlapany. 

A REMARKABLE iMPOOTtJltE. 

XN the year 1762, a boy of Bihan, who was only 13 
years of age, by instruction so conducted himself before 
the public that the spectators were induced by his exr^ 
traordinary fits, agitations, and the surprising distempera 
wherewith he seemed to be affected, to believe him to be 
possessed of a devil and bewitched. In his fits he sef Inisd 
to be both deaf, and btind, writhing his mouth, contiimally 
groaning and panting. And although often pinched with 
men's fingers, pricked with needles, tickled on the sides^ 
whipped severely with rods;i and treated with other cor-^ 
rections, he was never known to discover the least sense 
of what was done unto him. When he was thought to 
he out of bis fits, he digested nothing given him for 
nourishment, but would often surprize the company by 
casting rags, thread, straws, crooked pins, needles^ &€• 
out of his mouth; by such means his belly grew almoil 
as fiat as his back ; his throat swelled and grew hardt 
bis tongue seemed to be stiff and rolled up to the roof 
of his mouth, so that he seemed always dumb; had he 
uot vouchsafed to speak a few words once a fortnight 
or three weeks. This impostor proceeded so far as to ao». 
cuse a poor, honest, industrous old moman, named Joaa 
Cook, of Witchcraft, and of bewitching him in particular; 
and by his artful behaviour, when she was brought ever 
6o secretly into the room where he was, raised a strong 
presumption of the truth of hit accusation, for which 
crime of witchcraft the poor woman was apprehended, 
and ohliged to take hpr trial at the Stafford assizes, to 
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. the manifest danger of her life, but was acquitted by the 

Tre judges then committed the care of the boy to the 
Bishop of Litchfied and Coventry, then present in court, 
who carried him to his paLice at Ecclcshall ; and there 
having firbt taken the advice of well jipprovcd physicians 
concerning the state of his body; his Lordship did intend 
to proceed with him by severities, hut in the mean time 
ti'as informed that the boy always fell into agitation and 
Tiolent fits, upon hearing the words of St. John's Gospel. 
Jw the bcginnin"; was the zcord, &;c. he resolved to begin 
with this experiment. 

'^ Boy,*' said the Hishop, " it is either thou thyself or the 
devil that abhorrrst those words of the Gospel ; and if it 
be the devil there is no doubt but he undorstandcth all 
languages ; so that he cannot but know, and shew his 
abhorrence, when 1 recite the same sentence in the 
Gospel out of th<» Greek text; hut if it be thyself, then 
thou art an execrable wretch who pla^-est the devils partj. 
in loathing that part of the Gospel of Christ, which above. 
all other scriptures, doth express the admiraWe union of 
the godhead and manhood, in one Christ and Saviour 
which union is the arch-pillar of man's salvation; there- 
fore look to thyself, for now thou art to be put unto trial,! 
and mark diligently whether it be tlie same scripture 
which shall be read unto thee out of the Greek Testa- 
ment, at the reading whereof, in the English tongue thou 
doth seem to be so much troubled and tormented." 

Then t[i'il>ishop read unto him the I'Jth instead of die Ist. 
verse of thr first chapter of St. Jo\m, which the pretended 
Demoniac supposing to be the first vnse, he as usual fell 
into a Ht, which being soon over, (ho iiisliop then reiud the 
real fir>l vers(! in (ireek; but he supposing this wa« some 
% other ttxt, shewed no sort of emotion at this readi^f* 
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Here the Bishop would Iivlyc rested llie detection of 
the impostures, and the youngster seemed greatly con- 
founded at his own mistake; but recovering himself, and 
resuming various sensations and postures, he excused him- 
self to the company by pretending he was disturbed by the 
appearance of two mice, complained of great sickness; and 
in order to get home to his father's house he would answer 
no more questions; but by writing, as well as hecou]d,sig- 
nified that he was troubled with a violent pain in his belly. 
To confirm his complaint lie next day contrived to make 
water as black as ink, and continued so to do for two 
days with tokens of great pain. A circumstance which 
ahirmed the Bishop greatly, and had well nigh obtained 
his dismission before the imposture could be sufhcently 
made out to quiet the minds of the divided people. But 
by diligence and narrow watching, it was on the third 
day discovered that he made black water by the help of 
an inkhorn which stood in one corner of the room ; and 
being taken in the fact, he confessed, and related the 
'manner of imposing so many ways upon the public. 

Yours, &c. 

CAROLUS 
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WONDERS OF THE DEEP. 

Being an exact representation of the River Thames, a$ it 
appeared during the memorable Frost, tchich began about 
the middle of December, and ended on the Q,Sth of 
February follozcing, anno 1683-4. 

X UIS frost continued with such violence, that men and 
beasts, coaches and carts, went as frequently thereon, as 
boats were wont to pass before. The curiousxiew we have 
engraved from a most rare and valuable original, represents 
an exact prospect of an assemUjiige of booths, that reached 
from the Temple to Southwark, and was called Freezland^ 
Street, alias Blanket Fair \ where was sold all sorts of 
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goods imaginable : namely^ clothes^ plate^ earthen ware, 
me^t^ drink^ books^ prints^ toys^ and hundreds of other 
commodities^ so that the whole trade of London was for 
the time the frost continued^ confined to the JRti^r 
Thames. 

This most wonderful frost began, the wind being North 
West, about the l6th of November 1683, and thence by 
small thaws continued to the 19th of December ; at which 
time the wind shifting the compass to North North Ea^ty 
the sun shining, and the weather very clear, till such time 
as, notwithstanding the resistance of the strongest tides, it 
80 incumbered the Thames with ice, that divers attempting 
to cross in boats, were frozen in, and there endured much 
misery, and amongst the rest, one person as he was shoot- 
ing sea-pyes, was drove out at Black-Wall, and not being 
able to get off, was starved to death with cold ; but soon 
after, the ice closing, even from the mouth of the river^ 
to London Bridge, people began to build booths, which 
by degrees they continued furnishing with all sorts of 
wares for sale ; but a small thaw made them desist for 
two days, after when the wind shifting again, it froze 
more terrible than before. When not only a greater 
number of booths were erected, than before; but all 
manner of sports and pastimes was performed on the 
river, as well below as above bridge, and the Thames was 
now known by the name of Frost Fair, 

The North and South Channels were frozen a league or 
more into the sea ; as likewise were all the Northern and 
Eastern ports of England, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, 
Denmark, Sweden, France, and other countries, so that no 
commerce could be had, from nation to nation; but fires. 
were kept in the city of Paris in the open streets. Nor 
was the hot coast of Spain exempted, and many people 
died of the extreme cold ; fuel was so scarce in England, 
that coals were raised from COs. to 5l. the chaldern. So 
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avoidably have pe|wh(Kli9Ci)uag^ wd.old. Tbeif |tofil 
Highnesses PiiiMfii^ AoMVApdCifor^ gf JDeoauif^, wi^ 
many of live oohUi|y afi^jg^Plpy^^foUowe^^^'Kogrsl ea^ 
ample^ aad r ctndcprtd IMIJ 4i<< Wiw4faa » ti « m UawP9^« 
food and fuel ooiild laake di«ffi.rB«tvit)>fMaiflUi8 «^i^ 
many of a iickly coMliltiiqB fb«gw^ it%<}ef()i^pf l^qf 
through tli# wijBLWr I biit^it p^ptMefl CMr tb«llM# win<l 
suddenly aa^. beyoD4 #9f pdQdb^l^f ttirocklr tg* 99^^^:^ 
West, on the WOk of V^^twtJ I ,w)ifia.t)uiit]M^W )KCMi^ 
it 8o hftpp^iedthatihif ff»xl^4^j, 4m iWi>w)iigbm«sA pop- 
ple imagined would |)e .Ihe. cim/gf il^f^don Bifidg^^ 
sunk entirely to the botioop j^'wd \fiifaP^(t^^S^f^ dcomt^ 
tea out 6f aUlthe poru^ so»|;bH tbff l^MT ift « fmdi'a «Wfi 
was open Ant trade, wh^^iSsw. nnf^tpi it |rf99)4 k^ 9f9$t 
sible for a month a4 UlMti y^^t d|iv6r%rife^sil% m4 ^ gfn$ 
many men w^re lost, ji||.h«itilr ef|d^«Kfot|c|Ag |a put In tf 
Stainesj and OMiny ofh^ir jbfidg^ I ftbondiUMl; of foirt 
and fish weie found dead/.Md tht lUsmal dfidclt of kbtf 
hard weathc;^ was in eveijr ]Wt tQ be seem • It 

7%rcc singular poems were Made «f Mr flme, fmikkevet 
to be remembered Frosty which as thej^ cdmiy dpkM^ 
of the times, we have given at' larger isStkoiit Mrtdgi^ 
ment. The/rst is undtt the ptate wetHok&snrvkwfiroitt. 

I. • . ' ■■•••■■■^-; 

: .' I • ; 

THE various sports behold herein this pieoc;^ . . / . 

Which for six weeks were seen upon the ioa f . ( 

Upon the Thames the great variety - ; i 

Of plays and booths is here brought to your eye. 

Here coaches, as in Cheapsi4e^ run on wheels^ 

Here men (out tipliag of tbe fishes) reds : , 

Instead of wavei that us'd to beat the shoar^ k 

Here bulls thej^bait^ till loudly they do roar ; 
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Hcreboatsdoslide^ where boats were wont tonrar/' - *? 
WhereBhips did sail^ the sailors do theni' tow f- < "-« ' -' 
And passengers in boats the river'crost^ : . ■ - 
For the same price as 'twas before the froot. * ' • — >*2 
There is the printing booth of wondieuroiis famr^ { - " 
Because that each man there didpriat'hidloAiii^; si ^.i . 
And sure, in former ages, ne're was foundy • ^; ' . : - 
A press to print, where men so ioft were^lrown^v • 
In blanket bopths> that sit at no ' jgtoond teMi ' ' 
Much coin in beef and birandy there is spenti * '0'' 
The 'Dutchmen herein nindble cutting scatii^:'- ' ' 
To please the crowd do shew their tricks txi&febU f 
The rabble here in chariots run a round, ' '^"' ■' ' " ' ■ 
Coffee and tea and mum doth here abound; > •*< " -*• 
The tinkers here doth march at sound of kettte, *'> »^^» ' 
And all men know, that they eremen of ttlettlbf!'"* '* 
Here roasted was an ox before the cottrt> •**'"' * '^^'* '* " 
Which to much folks afforded meat and spdttt * ' -'^ 

At nine-pins here they play,asin'Moorfieid^, ' 
This place the pass-time, us of foot-ball yieMsir ■ ''*' ^'( ' 
Thecommonhunthere,make8 another showv^'''' ^- 
As he to hunt an hare is wont to go ; , .> • . . . *? 

But though no woods are here, or hares so flee^ 
Yet men do often foxes catch and meet; . .; . \^ 
Into a hole here one by chancy doth fall^ 
At which the watermen began to bawl, 
What will you rob our cellar of its drink? 
When he alas, poor man, no harm did think. 
Here men well mounted do on horses ride. 
Here they do throw at cocks as at Shrovetide : 
A chariot here so cunningly was made. 
That it did move itself without the aid 
Of horse or rope, by virtue of a spring. 
That Vulcan did contrive, who wrought therein. 



The rooks^ifoe^hok^lMIPii^li^AMfrtogdircT;!^ 

As they are wpnf tr do w^«i|uMifjiMUiMri 

TIirttrllk*pmhf^ft^fiy;ll(ML& •: 

Of gingerbread^ coflftQ^Wlk^ivill <tf (it bajr I 

This is the booth where^HMndMrnoHty tak^/ .^ 

For crape aiid ribbotitftli^ they lrii<jre;didmidDi»; 

But in 6ixhoisrti>iiiiii|^ye«tkiidmrys^ciif I 

Of buoths and |»a^ume-i| aU away did go. i 

IL . ' 

Bf;hold the woEdera of AWghty God, 
Whose looks dry up, or chain the swelling flood ^ 
See bow hk breath lQck*d up xlic wavy Thames,! 
And under rocks of ice coafinM her stream^^ V 
in ^pight of Phoebus heat contracted heaais; V 
Whilst re«tle§s Neptune mar muring underneath^ 
• His strange captivity durst scarcely breathe 
A trading mart the hardened waves become^ ^ 

And marble iike the watry world iutomb ; * , 

Wbilit on its glassgUb face strange buildings stand^ 
In spite of th robing waves^ as on the land; 
Furuish't with trades, that there most things are sold^ 
As vessels of silver, copper, w^ood, brass, gold ; 
Pewter^ tinn, glass, aud what could trade create^ 
Wine^ beer, ale, brandy^ chockolet; 
Yea, toys, confections^ roast-meat, gingerbread, 
Were there produc'd^on whom some thousands fed: 
These were not all, books and varieties^ 
Strange to be seen, were there toplea^^e itien'seyct: 
Ne*re known before, iUreet crouded upon street. 
Signs upon signs, mens admixation meet, . , 

Frinimg^ aa^ut before neVe public shown. 
Upon the Irozen-doodj to ibouiands known ; 
Pulls and bears baited, pleasant monky-shows, 
Jf inc c*Un^> i^vaUowin^ kaivc*?, trod iron that gluws ; 
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Walked on witb naked feet; I>«tch Flying bofti. 

Coaches swift:niiming»fthi|itM if afloat,: 

Prove upon ifheeU; >Diiteh wbirling^whunsicchliirt 

Turning more Iwitd tbaa unresUraifMd air. 

A Freezelandicbariot, a ftelT-iuAviiig^^acbj 

Whose s^Aness rais-'d inen» adutiiation moch* 

^ine-pins were play'd ati and *€Ock-fightifig foimd» 

Sliding on scates,iox brating, as tfao' oHh ground* 

Qs roasted whole^ horse-racing, pigin-holes. 

Great football matchev, and a game at bowls; 

Whilst scatter'd on strong' ice there everywhere. 

Blanketed, boarded, matted booths appear; 

And from the Temple to the Barge-house o'er^ 

A wonderotis street, the ice long floating bore, I 

Making throughout but one continued shore. J 

Shrove Tuesday with cock-throwing usher*d in. 

Was on the flood made hard by cold wind seen 

Corn, coles, and wood, o're it daily conveyed. 

And on the starlings kept the brandy trade ; 

Through bridge^ men walk'd, whilst the strong ice belowi 

As that above, could numerous buildings show. 

Not ships, but sail-cloatb mansions, tent-wise frani*d| 

In which great (ires with roast-meat at them fam'd ; 

And some their pamper'd steeds durst proudly prance> 

Whilst music play'd, drums beat, and men did dance: 

Streamers wav'd with the wind, and all was bent. 

To give the kind spectator's due content : 

Who came in crowds to see that wond'rous sight, 

Where p^opFe on thi; Thames dwelt d»y and Night; 

Whilst strong North winds'with unrelenting coKl,' 

Jmprison'd nature did in fetters hold. 

But Heaven was kind at last, the South wiiidblew,^ 

And weepinfir clouds o're earths hard bosom thirew^ I 

^esolvin^ all things with a subtile dew. J 

^ ti/iteiibia 



A famous ,iivpr now bec^une^ ji^ft^^ , ,, .. - s- 
QuestioQ Do)i wba^ J npw 4t|cl«rf ,to yw> .... 

The Thames Unawbgd^>iK»i>^n^ : 

And many thouswd^ daUj. ^ IC4K)f^ 

There to behold 4#.jP»tUM an4 f^ V^*' / 

Early and late^ uM ^F JfOiup^ ^a^d f>i4# . . \ 

Who valu'd^o(^tbefiorcinKes«^X>f the cpl4i. 

And did j^ot thmk«f tb^A)wgiltJ himAjf, ' 

Who made the waiei^ bmrjJU^^ (a the l%n4> 

Thousands and ihoutandi to th« iM^er floc^j \ 

Where mighty flaken of Aee doJie like rocks:.;: ;^ 

There may feu see the (cMehevfwiftly xu0^ 

As if beaea^ the kt wete w»ter»i|ofie ; 

And sholes of pMpte «very wbevf iti^f .be> 

Just like to herrings m tkt hriKskisk se* ; 

And there d^e qui^og wnttsmea will stepd ye^ 

Kind master^ drink you beer, or «lej or branny : 

Walk in, kind Sir, this booth it is the <^hief. 

Well entertain you with a slice of beef; 

And what you please to tat and drink, 'its here» 

No booth, like mine, aflbrda focfa dainty chefir* 

Another cries, here master, they but scoff ye^ ." 

Here is adish of fameus new made coffee i 

And some do say, a giddy senseiesa ass. 

May on the Tiama be finrnish^d widi a lass : 

But to be short, auch wonders there are seen. 

That in this age befooe hath never been. 

Before the Temple there a street is made. 

And there is one almost ef •eveiy trade : 

There may you abo this bard^rosty winter. 

See on the rocky ice a working Printer, 

Who hopes by his own an to reap some gaia, 

VVluchl^e percbaoce does thiok he may obtain ; 

Here 



Here also is a lottery, and music too. 
Yea, a cheating, drunken, bad, and debaucb'H crevr. 
Hot codiins, pancakes, duck, goose, and sack, ^• 

Kabbit, capon, hen, turkey, and a wooden jack; 
In this same street before tUis'Temple made. 
There seems to be brisk and lively trade; 
Where every booth hath such a cunteingstgn. 
As seldom hath been seen in former time; 
And there if you have nioney for to spend. 
Each cunning snap will seem to be your friend. 
There may you see small vessels under sail. 
Airs one to them, with or against the gale : 
And as they pass they little guns do fire. 
Which feedeth some^ and puffs them widi desire^ •' 
They sail therein, and when their money's gone, \ 

*Its right, they cry, the Thames to come upon. 
There on a sign you may most plainly see't> * - 

Here's thejirsi tavern built in Freezlandstreet : • • * 
There is bull baiting and bear baiting too. 
That no man living yet e're found so true; 
And foot-ball play is there so common grown, i '*' • 
That on the Thames before was never known; v ^'i A. 
Coals being dear are carry'd on men's backs, ^* 'i 

And some on sledges there^ are drawn in sacks i ; ^''• 
Men do on horseback ride from shore to shore, > * 

Which formerly in boats were wafted o're : ^ 

Poor people hard shifts make for livelihoods, ./ 

, And happy are if they can sell their goods ; 
What you can buy for threepence on the shore, ' . - 
Will cost you fourpence on the Thames, or more. ••'>«* 
Now let mc come to things more strange, yet true,-* 
And question not what I declare to you; 
"nierc roasted was a great and well-fed ox. 
And there, with dogs, bunted the cunning fox: ^. * 
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Dancing o'tb' ropes^ and pappit^plnjFf }ik€wiM^ 

The like before n'er seen beocmtli. ike ^ifis i , ;,' 

All stand admir'd^ aadveiy w^llvthej-najr^ 

To see such pastimes^ and suqh« dor^ of ^ay ; 

Besides the things I naa^'d to you before^ 

There other toy« and t^ubles are greait store ; . « ^j v 

There may you feast y^ui? n^andermg €Or^(^IK>H£i>^ b • A 

There you may buy a bjoic t<>holdyoursp^> ^ >'! 

No fair nor market uuderjo^e^ tbe skios, •. 7 . ..: * 

That can afford you moje v^ielif^^,, ' < / . ij .• ] ■ f^ 

There may you see some hui^jlf e4s ^ide in skeets^ 

And beaten paths like ^tjhpcitjfSt^ts^f , ^ 

There w)^re Dutclji,wbix9U|i9s.tiir|)jefl f^^t^ round^ .^ 

Faster then horses run on level j^round : k 

TheliketothisInowtoyouaoteK^ ''''^'' ^"^''^- 

With such vanetie8,9t cunning ai^ns ; 



No fornber aee.could ever paraftel : ... 

There 8..all that can. supply most curious mUids. 
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That I do think no man dotn unclerstand, ' * " *. 
Such merry fancies e'er were on tne'land ;•'*'" ' '*" . 

There is such whimsies on the frozen ice. , . ' ' 

Makes some believe the Thames a Parai^ii^e'; ' ' • \ r 
And though these sights be to our admiraJtion, \' '. 
Yet gnr sins, our sinsj do call &r lamentatiqn. ^ 

Though such unusual frosts to us are strange,' 
Perhaps it may predict some greater change; 
And some do fear may a' fore-runner lie> / " 

Of an approaching sad mortality ; • -^ \ 

But why should we to such belief iadine? 
There's none that knows, bat the bl^'powV divine : * ^ .' 

And whatsoe're is from Jehovah, sent, '' 

Poor sinners ought therewith to be content ; 
If dreadful, then to fall upon the knee. 
And beg remission of the Dairy : \ 

Bht 
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But if beyond oor thdtighis he <etidf us ftere, • 
With all our hearts lelVihankfiil be tberefort. 
Now let us all in (rreat Jek&vab trusty 
Who do preserve the lighwous and the juit;' 
And eke conclude sin is the cM»e of all 
The heavy judgements that on us do fall ; 
And call to mind^ fond man, thy time mUpeot^ 
Fall on thy knees^ and heartly repent ; 
Then will thy Saviour pity take on thee^ 
And thou shaltlive to all eternity. 

J Chronology of Rbmabkablb pRosTt s* Sngtimig 
from the second year of the Conqutfatr to tie j^r'10B»4. 

Anno 1068, being the second year of WiHiam the 
Conquerors's reigiij a terrible frost legan' on'tne sMi of 
October, which continued till the middle bf^elmiaij 
following without intermission; H froze up m^iM^ fivea^ 
particularly the Tweed, Thames, and Humb^r, ah'dtijl^troj- 
ing green things of the earth, caused 'a dearth the enauing 
year. * . " . 

Anno IIS7, the second year of King SteplieVs r^Jgn^ 
the Thames and Medway were frozen over, sq thatctiveiB 
people passed on foot from shore to shore upon the ice^ 
as likewise did they over other riyeh, and goihe iurms of 
the sea ; when the frost continuing from the ]Qt6 of No- 
vember, to the 19th of January; most of the*fis^ i^ 
ponds and small rivers were frozen to death' :'*andt!bj 
reason of the sudden and unusual snow that felt»*'some 
hundreds of small cattle were overwhelmed and smo* 
thered. . . i 

Anno 1199^ the first year of King John's reign, a greii 
and terrible frost begao on the lOth of Dccemher, and 
continued till the ihiddle of March, so that people were 
forced to make fires in divers streets, to abate tKe keen* 

neis 



Aess of the air^ which notwithatanciliiig numbecji divf rir 
people to deaths and was the cau$e of a great dearth a|id 
mortality the year after. 

Anno 1380, the third y^ar of Richard th^ Secpnd> tpe 
Channel between Friince and England was half frozeu 
overhand most rivers locked up; wh^^i after about a month's 
continuance, such abundance of v^pw fell, that a sudflea 
thaw ensued, many bridges were broken down, by tk^ 
torrent ol* water, and many houses overwhelmed in tilt 
low villages of England, and suburbs of London. 

Anno 1484, in the second year of Richard's usurping 
the crown, a frost began in September, and from thenoa 
without much interruption, continued till the latter end 
of February, so that no grass being to be had/ b&y wai 
5l. the load, and coals at sl. the cbaldern. 

In the 19th year of Henry the Eighth's reign, a frost 
began on the third of November, and held to the 7th of 
March, with such extremity, that maoy p^opUwerc 
found dead in the streets. 

Anno 1612, being the 10th year of King James's reign, 
a frost happened, which continued seven weeks; during 
which time the Thames at Lambeth and Whitehall was 
frozen over, and men passed thereon. 

In the I Jth year of King ('harles the First, a terrible 
frost happened, which continuing three months^ without 
intermission, caused great scarcity to ensue ; and did 
greatly indammage mo^t bridges upon its sudden thaw* 

Anno 1664, a terrible frost happened, which continued 
from the 10th of November to the middle of March, in- 
somuch that the snow lying on the ground, and the 
rhime on the trees, the wild-fowl in great abundance were 
found dead in the helds, and many people suffered great 
misery, by being frozen into the Thames, as they were 
crossing the water in boats. 
Ann 167^> a tdrribk frest begtn ateut daa^dth of 
Vol. 11. Mm J>ect$mber 
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* I)ec«mber, which continued with such violence^ thit tile 
*• lliaines was frozen over in divers places, except a nar- 
row channel^ over which people passed on planks; tb€n 
and that the first time in our age, that such a nnmber of 

^ booths, and all manner of provision, was found upon die 
^ congealed flood ; which frost endured till th^ 1 jth of 
' February, and then by its sudden thaw, broke down many 
^ t>ridges, and raised floods that drowned many sheep, goats, 
^ and other small cattle, and otherwise did great dami^. 

"TO THE EDITOR OF THE WONDERFUL AND SCIENTIFIC 

MUSEUM. 
Sin, 
It my letter to y<m dated November 13th, 1803i and which you did mtOnt 
honour to publish in Vol. L page \5B, of your Muaramy wkeieili I 
stated my intention of transmitting yoa more Remarkable Chax«clei% 
if the subjoined was insei-ted in it *, and which promise I parpOM com* 
plying with by giving an accpunt of one or more extraordinary ptMtoai 

* at the coBclusipa of the list of Miscellaneous articles, virhich I hsnrs mtm^ 
and in future shall send for the purpose of appearing to the public thtmffk 
the medium of your valuable and authentic Repository, if you think tliay 
will prove entertaining to your numurous readers, to oblige wbom if wiU 

'- ever be th% wish of your correspondent and constant reader. ^ 

* Notlingkam, April 14, 1804. D. 1. IN- 



HUMAN BONES DISCOVERED IN AN ORCHARD. 

In the month of April 1760^ as some workmen wens 
digging in an orchard^ then belonging to Mr. Basil Ha^* 
>i8on^ near the Cross-Keys^ for brick earth, atthedeplh of 
about five feet, they found a leaden coffin mudidecayedij 
containing the skull and bones of a woman, as s^ppoae^ 
the coffin was six feet long, the head of wliio||i||if 
.fifteen inches over, twelve deep, and the feet niiie i|ip|yp 
pver. It lay upon some small tiles thought to be^tbe bc^ 
torn of a vault, and had several characters oil thcpB^i^ 
much d^aced. m noi^to be updemQo4«. . What upHbi?^ 



UNCOMMON B1R0S 4ND BEASTS. fi7l 

maiktible is, that under the middle of the coffin was a 
stone sixteen inches by fourteen, with a hole, in the centra 
tbur inches square, full of smjill coal aijd dust. Several 
months before this was found, by digging near the same 
place, an urn fourteen inches deep, and twelve inches 
over, which was likewise full of small coal and ashes. 
Many more human bones having at times been dug up 
in the orchard, makes it believed that it was the burying 
place belonging to the nunnery or church of St Sepul* 
chre's, formerly standing near that place for some ages 
past. 

A list of same uncommon Birds and Beajsts discovered m 
this Gounlry. 

A VERY uncommon Woodcock was in March VJCQ, 
killed near Carmarthen, his head and bill was extremely 
large ; the feathers from the crown of the head^ and aU 
round his neck to the body, were coal black ; hi$ tail 
was very leng, and like a black heath-cock's, tipped witl^ 
white ; his wings were large, and every feather in eacfci 
was tipped with about in inch of white, and very beauti- 
fully speckled all over with black and .white spots ; the 
feathers of his body were of the tom^on colour^ but 
mixed throughout with black £eather». tipped with whit^ 
and all his claws were black. He was made a present of 
by Mr. Dawson, the person who killed him, to a gentle- 
man then going iox London^ who promised to get him 
drawn. 

At Colonel Thornton^s, Thomville Royal, Yorkshire 
at different periods between.the years 1783 and 1792> thersL 
bave been bred a white hare, a white stag, a wUte moUi « 
white sparrow,, and a whiiie rqok; and in the nest of tlie 
last specimen w^i^e tbweof the coEsamoa colour, and twa 
pye-balled. ..;< .: v,a 
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In Jiine 1788> a white linnet was caught it "bMoAi 
in, Hertrdrdshire. 

In November 1797,a white yellbw-hammer was kilted 
in the neighbourhood of Lewes. 

In November 1797, the keeper killed a feare in ttie 
wood near the Horse-course^ belonging to Andrew Cor- 
Dett, £sq, of SHawbury Park, Salop ; which weighed 
father moire than nine pounds; but what is singular, she 
was^ quite white. Tlie cause of tliis change, it is imagmed* 
proceeded, from her being over-heated in a hird course^ 
which she sustained about two years before with a leasti 
of grey-hounds; and thbugh the course was very long, 
and' one of the dbgs caught Ihe hare/ and died whilst she 
was in his mouth, yet she then made her escape. The 
either two ddgi were in all iippearance dead tblnM^^ tk* 
figlie; b6t by beinjg immediately, ttnd pVOfierfy ti^ettb^ 
ibey recovered. As a proof of its being the Mnh bai<e 
ihe had k>st half her ^ut, as iippeared-wften Wde Wfel 
Killed. She was often seen, and lit last taken l^&^tiiMe* 
in ter foMr Heir skin wns preserved as a curiMity. * ' 
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N April J 79% died at Norwich, in the 8rtdi jMr ^MHi 
^e, Mr. Nicholas Hubbard^ There wm tW0isi%iliMr 
circumstances attending his Hie, which ore 4^ii:tiBjr D# 
notice ; his having had 26 cbitcken by twi^ mivm, WMi 
what is more extraordinary, 13 by each wife, and thU-iiir 
his receiving nafikrally and ^rovidqmiaUy 'wlfltt^^iMiy 
Biedicai tlift^btaotie; several, months before lii^'Aittlrtl 
letam of Us cye^ighl^ after bis' bdiig .tblait%^tdtfkt«ili 
ofthiit iaiMitbiiaUc biessii^; footteen ykM,. 41^^ 
tained ;witb eaoicaaiog. »trdigtir>to !die^lMliir«^4lpJlltt 
aoiation. ' btflL^rf-^ci 



A BtllARKA^Lfi TORNADO,^ OR HURRICANE. €77 
A REMARKABLE METEOR. 

A REMARKABLE Meteor was seen in March 1795, 
at Sheffield, at 25 rainutea past 1 1 o'clock, accompanied 
wfth a most tremendous roll, resembling thunder, which 
lasted one minute and a half. The direction of the 
Meteor was northward. Its appearance was highly 
beautiful and magnificent* l\ appeared to descend ia 
two balls to the earth. 



A REMARKABLE TORN A 50, OR HURRICANE* 

On the 23d of July 1797, about one o'clock in the 
afternoon, a tornado or hurrifcane happened near Work- 
sop, in the county of Nottingham ; its course was in a 
north-east direction, and its violence was first perceived 
on the forest, between Worksop and Monton, where it 
•tript large branches from oak and other trees, scatterii^g 
them to considerable distances, taking up cocks and 
even stacks of hay, driving them in every direction ; and 
a wooden barn there was unroofed and thrown down. 
At Kelton, a little to the north-east, a small cottage and 
an out house was unroofed, and all the apple-trees in the 
orchard adjoining torn up by the roots. The storm go- 
ing on from thence with encreased violence, tearing up 
some trees, splitting others, and destroying every thing 
in its way, till arriving at a plantation of spruce furs near 
Scofton, belonging to Mr. Sutton, where it cut an avenue 
through it about 30 yards wide, and threw down every 
tree in its course, except one, which has unaccountably 
stood, though in the very centre of its progress. This 
hurricane did not seem to extend above three miles in 
length, and about 100 yards in breadth. On t^efdayrit 
happened, and on the preceding one, the claps of thun* 
Aer, ni^ith vivid ligntniog^ were frequent and violent : the 

atmosphere 



^8 JOHN BUNNj A FENVBIOUS CHARACTEft. ^ 

atmosphere seemed to be strongly impregnated with the 
electric fluids which by its action might rarefy the air in a 
partial or local manner, and thus occasion^ the above men* 
iioned eflfects, till the equilibrum waR restored. 



JCHN BUNN^ A PENURIOUS CHABACTER. 

An the month of July 1795, died in a lodging-Kouse 
^ear Gloucester, Joliu Dunn, well known hy the name of 
the Old Fresh Linen-Man. He had frequented that 
city upwards of eighteen years; his appearance was 
wret<;hed in the extreme, and his garments worse than 
ibose worn by a common beggar, whose character he 
frequently assumed ; by which means he procured the 
greatest necessaries of life, and alwaj^ preferred thoscf 
places to lodge in where beggars resorted. Tie waa 
never scon with more than a piece, or a piece and a half 
of linen in a wretched wallet or bag, thrown across his 
shoulder, with which he called at every door, and usually 
travelled a circuit of eighteen or twenty mile? at a time* 
His custom was to go to Ireland six or eight times in the 
year, where it appears, by receipts found about him, thii- 
his trade was so large, that he paid 150l. per annum for 
bleaching only. Finding his dissolution rapidly ap-* 
proaching, he sent for a tradesman, at whose house he 
had frequently received donations; to him be disclosed 
his mind, and told him, that he was possessed of a'great 
deal of c.ish, as well as several packs of linen, in which 
nis money was concealed, in a warehouse on the quay 
in Gloucester, as well as some goods that wete In th^ 
city of Chester. On opening the packs at ih^ fbimet 
place, in the presence of the gentleman, who wafc acjAWnii? 
panied by a clergyman and several othert, a 'c6nsi^ermUili 
quantity of gold abd silver was found, vei^ tti^ioq^V tM[ 
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up in rags and old stockings^ in small parcels^ and ia a 
variety of covers. The whole was intended to be dis- 
tributed among his poor relations in Ireland: it appears 
that he never was married- 
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TO TIIC EDITOR OF THE SCIENTIFIC MUSEUM. 

A most, rxtraordlnary occurrence having taken place in our neighbourhood^ 
I take the oarllest opportunity of transmitting you tho particulars, and 
shall he highly ctatified in finding it inserted in the next number of your 
Original and Eiitt*rtaining Wwk, 

And am, your obedient senraa^ 

Bristol, Mm, 21 y ISOi. ISAAC JAMES. 

On Friday May 4th, 18G4, about 4 o'clock in the after* 
ternoon, came on at Bristol, a heavy storm of thunder, 
lightning, hail, and rain, during which the following 
singular occurrence happened behind Brislington Tarn* 
pike, about half a mile from Temple-Gate, in this city, 
and between the Bath and Wells roads* About half an 
acre of .land, situated on the declivity, between two hills, 
removed into the field below, carrying with it about 36 
yards of the hedge, which is mostly overwhelmed in the 
ruins. From tl.c uppermost part of the breach to where 
the hedge stood is about 50 yards x this body of earth 
(which in some places is nearly ten feet thick) for at least 
three parts out of lour is precipitated into another field; 
about a fourtli ; .^vt remaining, in a great fbeasure un- 
broken, in tl iC station from whieh the foremost part ad- 
vanced, the progress of which has been about 56 yards. 
The bed of eartli left bare is of a clay texture, and that 
which lay upon it more inclining to mouldy and probably^ 

from 
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from its situation might have some deep sisfitr^s* ^%e 
lain fell in torrents^ insomuch, that at Knowie, on jjie 
tummit of the hill^ the people tell me the Wells road ce* 
semhled a river. Thus the earth being full of water^ aad 
perhaps raised froai the bed of clay, would require a great 
projectile force: and it seems it did, for the bulk of the 
removed ground has passed over about SO yards of the 
' field below, leaving the grass (already subricated by the 
rain) comparatively clean behind it/ Its progress must 
have reseniblc^d that of a ship going off the stocks^ but 
i believe no person saw it. Mr. Fletcher, at the Inm- 
pike, tells me he perceived nothing of it though it ad« 
vanced directly behind his house, towards iprhi^ch, 
he says, it thundred most tremendously. The fore- 
most body of earth is about 36 yards in len^, aad 
pfurt of the hedge remains about 8 yards behind the^Mt 
pf 1^. Another great body has not advanced qui^|^^, 
and lies in broken fragments of apyramidic^l form* T^ ' 
.S^iMTution of these two bodies resembles aditch in ^0fj^t 
line. T))e hedge has advanced about 48 yards, ^<j[tlpei^l|^ 
length from the top of the breach to the foremQ;^t|;ir<^^* 
is about 106 yards. There is no appearanqe 5^,t|p 
lightning having stiuck the ground^ as was at ^^t m^ 
posed. Many thousands of people have been to yi|^|,|w 
spotj and still continue to go ; and on Sunday, S^aj Ih^ 
two Simons were preached there to several hj^yfp4j^ 
4|pectators, from the laudable design of makiog ^o m}l||^ 
t^n occurrence truly beneficial. You have doi\btlfi^ i|f||p 
the acqpunlis of the damage done by the ligb|tejpii|yj; j|l • 
Westover House near Kitton, in the upper road^|^|^ 
tP JBath, near which city w occurrence siifiUar \Q ^f^ 
;^l)Ove took place ; at Keynsham also, and oth^ jfyffOffk^ 
this neighbourhood, its.effeqts were severely felt. ^ i ^ 

•* 
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JLTN.ApiiI lst«\18C^, .was marned at Portieq, Citizeq 
Jew 'MossequiDi ag^ lOS, to his ninth wife^ Matii 
Vascois^ aeed 19J He died the night after his wedding, 
leaving b^h|nd him 29 children, 49 grand children, aodf 
^i;reat^cfuid children. Hal^iu* 

. - T(r *siir xniToat or the scixktific mussdm, 

Sm, » • , / * 

la lookifif ovcr.tone curiouf old books in my posseitioo, I found a iuigiilar)| 
rare tract/Whtch as I think, will lait the purpose of your undertaking, I 
^ have traascribedt and cacK^ted for your use. 



The mirdculoui preservation and deliverance of EtotiT 
ET9GtisiiMEN, left by mischance m Gebenland, Jkfi0, 
I63O; were they continued nihe months and troche days^ 
suferiiig great hardship for want of food, S^'c. 

GrREENLAND is a country very far northward, situatei^ 
in 77 degrees and 40 minutes, that is, within 12 degrees 
and 20 minutes of the North Pole itself* The land is 
wonderfafly mountainous; and thfi mountains all tht 
year, covered with ice and snow ; the plains in part, are 
b^rc in summer, there grows neither tree nor herb, except 
scurvy-grass and sorrel. The sea is as barren as the 
land, affording no fish but whales, sea-horses, seales, 
and anqther small fish. .The Muscovic merchants of 
][jondon, sent a fleet of small vessels yearly to this place| 
to. catch the whales i^nd sea bones, for the advantage- de« 
rived by the oil. Ouuthe Ut of May, 1^30, we, Willii^B^ 
Fakfily, as gunner;. Edward Pclhami| ^^nnerVmate s 
John. Wise and. Hubert Gooc^fellovVj B^amci^; Thomas 
^y^ifs^ whalc-cuttcri JJ^i^ry/Betts^^onger.; JgbnX^w^ 
J?^,^. ri. " M n and 
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and Richard Kellet, l«idsnien> tailed in a ship ^all^ 
the Salutation^ from the port of {^ondon; and hm^ 
ing a fair gale^ we quickly left the fertile *baAkt of 
England's pleasant shores behind us. After whieh^ 
setting our comely sails to the supposed prosperont gate^ 
and ranging through the boisterous billow^ of the nigged 
seas^ by the help and gracious assistance of Almighty 
God, we safely arrived at our destined port in Greenland, 
the 11th of June fbltowing: whereupon having moored 
our ships, and carried our casks on shore, we, with all 
expedition fell to the fitting up of our shallops, with all 
things necessary for our intended voyage; we were ia 
company three Ships, all of which were then appointed, 
by the order of our Captain, William Goodler, to stay at 
the Porelaud until the 15th of July; with resolution, 
that if we could not by tliat time make a voyage t6 onr 
expectation, then to send one ship to the eastward, nnto 
a fishing place some fourscore leagues from hence, wbi-> 
ther at the latter end of the year the whales use more fre* 
Quently to resort. A second of the three ships was de- 
signed for Green-Harbour, (a place some fifteen leagues 
distant to the southward) and was appointed to stay at the 
Foreland until the 20th of August ; but the Captain 
having made a great voyage at Bell-Sound, dispatches 
a Shallop towards our Ship, with a command nrilo us to 
come to him at Bell-Sound aforesaid: his purpose being, 
both to have us take in some of bis train oil, as also by 
joining our forces topjether, to make the fleet so much 
the stronger for the defence of the merchants goodi 
homeward bound ; the Dunkirkers being very strong and 
rife at sea in those days. Upon the 8th of AagusI tear* 
ing the Foreland, we directed our course to the south*^ 
ward, toward? Green-Harbour, there to take in twenty 
of OUT men, which had out of onr ship's company been 
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Bent, into the kssiar ship> £w the furtherapce of hes 
voyage. , . . . ^ ., .. 

But the wind bei9g now contrary! our ship could zio ' 
way lie our course ijthe l^th. day bcjcng fffdm and cje^ 
and our ship no\y^ in tlije.offingi. some leagues from Bl^kt 
Pointy and abovt five fi;om the Majf4^ ky^P^i Syf^V^V 
is a famops place fqrg9od a;^d great store of vi^njbson) our 
master sent eight men o^ .U3 together in a s^allop^/or 
the huating and t^iUi^g some vepjson, for,. the shfp's 
provision ; we thus leaving the sh^|)|^;and having a brace 
of dc^ aloog with us^ and funushedqurselve^ with a snap- 
hancje^ two iauces^ and a tinder-box^ we directed our 
course towards t^e.shore^ where infburhoura we arf 
rivedy the KKcath^r being at that time/ai^, cl^ar^ ao^d every 
way seasoaabie to our intention. Thf^^ 4^7 ^^ ^^^d fomrt 
teen taU and nimble deer along^ an^^being v^y.^eary 
and throiigbly tir^d, first with rowings and now witb 
hunting> we fell to eat suchfirovisionsas we had brought 
with us, agreeing to take our rest for. that nighty an^ the 
next day to make an end of our huntings and so retura^to . 
the ship again. 13ut.tUc next day, as it pleased God^ the 
weather (nUing ont iso|)aetbipg thick^ 4nd much ice4ntbe 
offing betiffixt the shi^re &ud the ship (by reason of a 
soQtIierly wipd driving along the coast), our ship was 
.forced so far oif to sed to be clear of the ice, that we had 
quite lost sight of hcr^ neither could wc assure ourselves 
.whether she were ii>fL}losed in the drift ice or not; and 
the M'^athcr growing thicker and tbiek^r> we thought it 
Qur, best course to hunt along the shorci and so to go folf 
!Greca«Ua)bour, there to stay aboard the ship with th<s 
rest'of our n^n> until our own ship, should come into 
the* port. . . 

' Coasting th^ along towaids Green-harbour, We killed 
cit^lit deer more, and at last having laden otor ahallop 

N B 2 with 
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with Venison, we kept on onr course for Green-llarbourj 
where arriving on the Itith day, we found, to our great 
iurprise, that the ship was departed thence, together with 
our tt^enty men aforesaid ; that which increased our ad* 
miration was, we knew they had not victuals salRctent 
aboard, to serve them by proportion, homeward bound; 
which made us again to wonder what should be the rea- 
son of tiieir so sudden departure; • ^ 
Perceiving ourselves thus frustrated of our expectattoa 
and having now but. three bare days (according to apr 
pointment) to the uttermost expiration of dur linihed 
time for departure but of the country, we thought it out 
best course to make all possible speed to get to Bell* 
sound, unto our- €!aptain. - Fearing a little-'dclay might 
Mng a great deal of danger, for the ligUtenm^ therefore 
of our. shallop, that she might mfetke' the better -wa^ 
through the waters, we heaved our vehisott over-board-, 
and cast it -all into the sea.- Having thus forsaken Green* 
HaitK)ur, with a longing desire to recover belUSoaad, 
(from thence distant some sixteen leagues to.t^'southr 
#ard) that night wc got half way about the point of the 
Nesse, or point of Land, called Lbw-Netse,^ but the 
darkness or misty fog increasing so fast upoll us^ that it 
was impossible for us to get further; and there between 
two rocks we coved from the 17th day at aight^ until 
the 18th day at noon; at which time the weather baiiig 
something clearer (though very thick still) we laft the 
Nesse behind us, still desirous to recover Bell*Soiuid.| 
but having never a compass to direct our course by, var 
any of oar company that was pilot sufficient to know tfat 
land. When we saw it, we were fain to grabble in the 
dark, as it were, like a blind man for his waji and Ml 
over-shot Bell-Point, at least ten leagues t^ the MMItbwArd, 
towards Hond-Souud, , • 



'^ Sbme of us intbe mean tiaiej knowing tbiAit was imb 
possible to be so long a rowing and sailing^ of cigiiv 
teagties (for we did both row and sail) node Mqnir^ot 
one another^ how the harbour lay ; lAtit^f us judgic^ 
that it could not possibly be further • tV tltOdDdtburard; 
our reason being our obsenratidh of the lands 'r£QihdiM§ 
asro^aud /re/ih'/tg, towards !be eastward* 'We Tesolval 
thereupon to row do further on that cour^,ifd]r'the flblfd 
ing of Bell-Sound ; and*thou^ we were persu)itie«l by 
William Fakely our gunner^ (apropet* seaman> tbdtigh/)M 
skilful mariner, who had been in the country -five Dt'vi'J 
times before, which none of our se^mcfn had' beenX that 
it wa& further to the^ southward, yet we/ tilisttng-'bettlit 
to our own reasons than ufito 'his p^rsUaisions^ agatij 
Tetmned towards the northward, which 'waaour best Miiir 
direct course indeed, for the finding^ the Bell^Soundl 
Steering of whidi course, we were now come within iwtf 
miles of Bell-Point, and. the weather being fair ami 
clear, we presently descried the tops of -the lof^r moun-* 
tains; William Fakely thereupon looking about hioii 
presently cries out unto us, '^ that we wtre all this v>hH& 
upon a wrong courttJ* Upon hearing which words, some 
of our company, yea the most, were persuaded to tura 
aboiit the boat's head a second timey unto the* southward ; 
which one action, was the main and oaly caase of odt 
y^o late repentance ; though for my- own part, as it is welt' 
known, I never gave consent to their counsel. 

And thus upon the fatal fiOth day of August, which 
was the utmost day of our limited -time for staying in thi 
country; we again returned the quite contrary wayj 
Damely to the southward, utterly uneertain whefl/tM ^^ 
where to find the sound ; a thousand sad imaginatieiA >' 
overtaking out perplexed mind % all of us assuradly lehoMl^i 
ing, that a million of miseries would of -ai^cessity ehsue/ 
y we found not the sb^ tot^Sftvoourpatiage. I& tbil 

distraetcd 
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distracted time of our tboughls^ wc were now tHe second 
time running as far to the southward as at the first; but 
finding there was no likelihood of finding any such a 
place further to the souths we turned the shallop again to 
the northward ; William Fakely hereupon^ being unwil- 
ling to condescend unto our agreement^ still layimg it 
could not be our course : but we not trusting longer to bis 
opinion (tbough all in^him was out of good will and con^* 
ceit of being in the right)^ and he not consenting to steer 
ai^ longer^ I took the oar out of his hand to steer the 
boat withal. The weather all this while continued fair 
and clear, and it pleased God at the very instant to send 
the wind easterly ; which advantage we thankfully em- 
braced^ and pre.i^ently set sail. The wind increasiiig fi;esh 
and large, and our shallop swiftly running, ^e arrived 
the 21st day at Bell- Point, where we found the wind 
right out of the sound, at East North East, so fiercely 
blowing, that we could not possibly row to windward; 
but being forced to take in our sail, we were fain to hf^. 
take ourselves unto our oars, by help of which we re^ 
covered some two miles within the shore, where we waif 
coubtrained for that time to cove, or else to .drive to lee^ 
ward. 

rinding this to be the place we had all this nyhilf 
sought for (he now aUo agreeing thereunto) we fprtbwitii 
sought out and found ap harbour for our shallop;, i^^ 
having brought her into it, two of our men were presentljfr 
dispatched over-land, unto the tent at Bell-Sound, to see 
if the ship^ viere still there; of which, by reason ofiha 
time being expired, and the opportunity of the prescm) 
high wind, wc were much afraid. The tent being distaaf 
ten miles at least from our shallop, our men at tbcir coBir 
ing thither, and finding the ships to be departed pui-ftf 
^Jje toad, and not being ceruin, \ibetber. or not thiif 
might be at Boltlc*Cove, three leagues 4^t^, on .tl)f 

oth^ 
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#tber sidd the sounds riding there under the locmi cff *tbe 
land ; again returned to us witli their sad news. iThi 
storm of wind continuing till about midnight^ it fell to a 
^tark calm ; whereupon we, unwilling to lose the bppox^ 
tanity, departed towards Bottle-Cove^ betwi;ct hope and 
fear of finding the ships there. Whither coming the 22d 
and finding the ships departed;, we having neither pilot 
or compass for our directors to the eastward^ found our« 
selves (God he knoweth) to have little hope of any deli- 
very out of this apparent danger. Our feaii increased 
Upon us, even whilst we consulted together,** Whether it 
were safest togoor stay: if to go/ then we thought of the 
dangers in sailing, by reason of the ice in our way> as 
also of the difficulty in finding the place, when we i^ould 
bome thereabout. If we resolved still to remain at Bell- 
Sound, then we thought that no other thing could Me 
looked for, but a miserable and pining deaths seeing 
there appeared no possibility of inhabiting there, or to 
endure so long, so darksome a winter. 

And thus were our thoughts at that time distracted^ 
Ihus were our fears increased; nor were they carelesJ^^ 
itBars. Well we knew that neither Christian or Heathen 
people, had ever before inhabited those desolate and in- 
temperate climates. This also, to increase our fears, had 
we certainly heard, how that the merchants having in 
former times much desired, and 'that with profifeY of great 
rewards for the hazarding of their TiveSj and of suf- 
ficient furniture and provision X)f dl '^Ings that might be 
thought necessary for such an undertliking, to any that 
would adventure to winter in those parts; could never 
yet find any so hardy, as to Expose their live^ unto so 
hazardous an undertaking ; yea, notwiAstanding these 
proffers had been rciade, both unto marfners df good ex<* 
perience and noble resolutions, and alsb eato divm othet 

bold 
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)>old spirits; yet bad the action of winteriug^an thocf 
parts^ never by any been. hitherto undertaken. This •al&q 
had we heard^ how that the company of Muscovie 
znerchants>. having once procured the reprieve of soine 
inalefactors^ that had at home been couvicted by 
]aw^ for s^jsije. beinous crimes committed y and tbai bolb 
promise of pardon for th^ir faults^ with additioa of re^ 
wards aUo^ if so be they would undertake to remaiii i^ 
Greenland but one whole year, and that every w»y pro^ 
Tided ifor j(ao^ both of clothes, victuals, and all UuoA 
else,, that might be any way needful for their prescrw* 
f ion. These poor wretches hearing of Uiis large proffer 
and fearing present execution at home, resolved to mak^ 
trial of the adventure. The time of the , year being 
come,, and the ships ready to depart, these coodeiDiied 
creatures were embarked, who, after a certain .9p«ce n» 
living, and taking a view of the desolatcneas of thtf 
place, thty conceived such a horror and inward /ear ,ipi 
tneir hearts, that they resolved rather to .return V^ 
England to make satisfaction with their lives, for..t|M2ir 
former faults committed, -than there to remain, ttiom^ 
with aiAured hope of pardon. Insomuch ^^tj^i^time.^ 
year being come that the ships were to depart from t^Mia 
barren shores, they made known their full intent to tbi 
Cciptain ^ wbo being a pitying and merciful gentlpma% 
would not by force constrain them to stay in .^hat jiatti 
which was contrary to their minces; but having '*pi^ 
his voyage and the time expired, he again emlnurktciflA 
brought them over with him to England ; where, ibvo^gH 
the intercession and means^f the worshipfiU c^ttpfiff 
pf Muscovie. Merchants, they escaped that d<tM^•,1|bMh 
they had .before ^cen condctnncd unto. TI|ef^nvBBpi^im0| 
of these two stories, as al^o a third, (mo^e .tfir|-ijbj^'|^hM 
^tfauthe, fofu^r^^iuf that w^ I^K^'b. <^P k^l.^VK^VJIiffi 
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more miserably now affrighted us; and that was the la- 
meti table and unmanly endsj of nine good and able men^ 
left in the same place heretoforei by the self same master 
that now left ns behind ; wh6 all died miserably upon 
the place, bcingcruelly disfigured after their deaths^ by the 
savage bears, and hungry foxes, which are not only the 
ci vilest^ but also the only inhabitants of that comfortless 
country : the lamentaUe ends and miscarriage of which 
men, had been enough indeed to have dauntad the spirits 
of the most noble resolution. 

All these fearful examples presenting themselves be^ 
fore our eyes, at this place of Bottle-Cove aforesaid^ 
made us like amazed men, to stand looking one upon 
another, all of us, as it were beholding in the present, tho 
future calamities, bodi of himself, and of his fellows | 
and thus, like men already metamorphosed into the Ice 
of the country, and already past both our sense and rea* 
son, we stood with eyes of pity beholding one another. 

Nor was it other men's examples and miscarriages, and 
fears alone, that made us amazed ; but it was the consi* 
deration of our want of all necessary provision for the 
life of man, that already struck us to the heart, for w« 
were not only unprovided both of clothes to keep ua 
warm, and of food to prevent the wrath of cruel famine^ 
but utterly destitute also of a suffictept house, wherein to 
shrowd and shelter ourselves ffom the Chilling cold. 
Thus for a space, standing all mote and silent, weeing 
with ourselves the misery we were already Mien in, andl 
knowing that delay in these extremities to be the mo« 
Uier of all dangers ; we began to concrive hope, even ont 
of the depth of despair. Rousing ^p our benumbtdl 
senses therefore, we now lay our heads and counsel 1^ ' 
gether, to bethink of the likeliest course for our piesenra^ 
tion in that place, seeing that all hopes of gainiftg OW 
passage to England were then quite, frttitratfed* ttakiag 
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ofTthcr^forc^ all childish fear, it pleased God to give u« 
hearts like uien, to arm ourselves with a resolution to do 
our best for the re.sisting of that monster of desperation. 
All agreement thereupon, by a general consent of the whole 
company^ we then entered into^ to take the opportunity 
of the next fair weather, and go for Gpeen-Harbour, 
to hunt and kill venison^ for part of our winter provision.' 
Having thus agreed among ourselves, the 25th of 
August, the wind and weather being both fair, we di- 
rected our course towards Green-Harbour, some sixteen 
leagues, as [ before said, distant from Bell-Sound ; and 
the wind being fresh and fair, within the space of twelve 
hours we there arrived ; upon which place being now 
lauded, the first thing we did, was to make usa teutwitb 
the sail of our shallop, pitched up and spread upon ouc 
oars^ under this shelter we resolved to rest ourselves 
that night, and to refresh our bodies with such food as we 
there had ; and the next day to return to our hunting. 
The weather that night proving fair and clear, we made 
our sleep the shorter, and fitting ourselves and shallop 
the best way we could, proceeded to Coles-Park, some 
two leagues distant from us, and well known to Homa» 
Ayres, to be well stored with venison. Coming on shore 
here, we found not so many deer as we expected from 
his report ; but killed seven that day, and four bears be* 
side, which we also intended to eat. 
' The weather beginning now to overcast, and not likely 
to continue good for hunting, we that night returned 
again to GrrMi-Harbour ; where making us a tent of o«r 
sails and oars as before, we fell to eat of such meat as 
God had sent us, and betook ourselves to rest upon it; 
and now finding the weather to clear up, we broke off our 
sleep for that time, fitting ourselves and two dogs to go a 
bunting, leaving William Fakeiy and John Dawes, b^ 
hind us, in, the tent at Green-Harbour, to dress toma 
liiat for refreshment at our return. 

Departing 
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Departing from the tent, we rowed towurds Golei- 
park; in the way, upoh the KIde of a hill, by tlie sea 
side, we espied seven deer feeding, on which we rowed 
to the place, and with the help of our do^ killed six of 
them; after which the weather again overcasting, we 
thought it to little purpose to go any farther at that 
time, but resolved to hunt all along the side of that hi!l, 
and so -iit night to return to our tent: going thus along 
we killed six deer more^ which ht had no sooner 
done, but it began to blow and rain, and to be- very dark; 
whereupon we hasted towards the tent, there intending to 
refresh ourselves with victuals, and with rest for that 
night, and the next day to renew oar hunting. This pur- 
pose of ours, was by the foul weather the next day pre- 
vented, for it fell so black, so cold, and so windy, that we 
judged it no way fitting for our purpose. Lading our 
own shallop, with the bears and 'venison we had killed, 
and finding another shallop left by some other ship's 
company, we loaded that with the graves -of the whales, 
that had been boiled this present year, which we found 
in great quantities strewed upon the ground, and divided 
ounelves into two equal companies ; William Fakely with 
one seaman, and two landmen with him, taking charge 
of one shallop, and myself, another seam an, and two 
landmen, taking charge of the other : we thus com« 
mitted ourselves to the sea, intending with the next fair 
weather to go to Bell-Soimd to our tent, which was the 
place we intended to remain at during the winter. 

To Bell-sound tl^erefore we went, with a purpose there 
to lay up the store of what provisioB we had already got 
together, and with the next fnir wind to comeback again 
to the place we now left, to try if it were possible to pro* 
vide ourselves with some more veniion for our winter 
provision.. ' , 

^ Jtlaving.tlius laden both our shallops, appointed diHr 
L o o 2 companjr 
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^sompany^ and all ready for departure, we wieie ever- 
taken with darkoeis^ aad there forced to Hay for i^M 
jQight. The next day was Sunday; wherefore ire tkipght 
it fit to sanctify the rest of it, and to oontinua thwa tiU 
Monday, and to make the best use we could of that gM^ 
day, taking the best oourse we comld for the stnrtng CM 
Almighty; atthouigh we had not a book among uaaUjOr 
found one th/s whole time we staid in the country. 

The sabVath day being shut up by the appvoadbbfg 
night, we betook ourselves to rest, sleeping till ^ bm 
awakened us, by beginning to shew himialf «f«*llie 
Monday morning. The day was no sooner peepacU l# 
we got up, fitting ourselves and business for dqimm i it t 
the weaUier was fair and clear at firstj^ but alW.Alir 
hours rowing, the sky began to be overcait, anAiAlHriid 
blew so hard, that we could not possibly g0l 
Sound that night, but coved half way, untlft 
morning, at which time we recovered Bottlei^Tlifft. li 
which place, when we were once ccnne, we fcomd i 
then at south-west, to blow so hard, that it wis i 
to> reach Bell-Sound, but were forced to stuy a|:Bnrii > 
Cove for that night. Our shallops .we made fiM ffet./ii 
the other, with a rope fastening the head of ono ti -lli 
stern of the other, ahd so casting our grabnell or aMUt 
overboard, we left them riding in the cove^ ,^mu^ 

But see now what a mischance, for the Uial latiii 
patience, and for the making us to rely more aj 
providence, than upon any outward meatti of m 
God now suffered to befall us. We were all now ml t 
the south-west wind now blew so hard and rigllt 
cove, that it made the sea go so high ; our 
coming home at the same time, both our sballopa 
along the shore, sunk presently in the sea, y 
means our whole provision ; the weather withilv 
s^me of it out. of the boats, which we fbond i 
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and down the shore; for coming out of our tent in the 
mean time^ judge what ^ tight this was to us^ to see by 
mischance^ the best part of onr provision (the only hope 
of our lives) to be in danger utterly to be lostj or at least 
spoiled with the sea water> and for which we had takea 
such pains^ and run such adventures in the getting. Iti 
this distress we saw no way but one^ and that, very 
desperate, namely, to nm presently into the AfgA- 
irrotfgA^ sea, getting by that means into our shallops, 
to save the remainder of our provisions, ready now 
to be washed away by the billows. A Halser there* 
upon we got, which fastening unto our shallops, we 
with a crabbe, or capstan, byjnain force of hand heaved 
ihim out of the water upon the shore, this done, along 
the sea side we go, seeking and taking up such of our 
provision, as were swam away from our shallops. Having 
by this means gleaned up all that could be gotten together^ 
we resolved from thenceforth to let our boats ]\e npox^ 
the shore, till such time as the weiither should prove fair 
i&d better, and then go over to Bell-Sound. 

The third of September, the weather proving favorable, 
we forthwith launched our shallops into die water, and 
got that day to Bell-Sound, thither as soon as we came, 
our first business was, to take our provision out of our 
shallops into the tent ; our next, to take a particular view 
<^ the place, and of the great tent especially, as being 
the place of our intended habitation for the ensuing win- 
ter. This which we called the great tent, was a kind of 
bouse, built of timber very substantial, and covered with 
Flemish tiles ; by the men of which nation it had in the 
timeof theirtrading hither been built ; it was four score feet 
in length, and fifty in breadth ; its use was for the coopers, 
employed for the service of tbe company ip work, lodge, 
and live in, during the time they are making the casks for 
the barrelling up the train oil. Our view being taken, 
we found the weather beginning to alter strangely, and 

the 
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the nighu?, and frosts, so to grow on us, that we durst not 
adventure upon another voyage to Green- 1 1 arbour; fear- 
ing the sound would be frozen, and that wc should never 
be able to get back to our tent again. By land it was, 
wc knew in vain for us to think of returning, for the 
country is so ver}" mountainous, that there is no travelling 
that way. 

Things being at this pass with us, we bethought our- 
selves of building another small tent with all expedition, 
ihe place must of necessity be within the greater tent; with 
our best wits therefore taking a view of the place, we re- 
solved upon the southside, and began with taking down 
another lesser tent (built for the use of the landmen bard 
by the other, wherein they lodged whilst tliey made^ 
tlie oil) from thence we brought the materials, which 
furnished us with 150 deal boards, besides posts or 
stancheons and rafters ; from three chimneys of tht 
furnaces, wherein they used to boil their oils, we broaght 
a thousand bricks, there also we found three hogsheads 
of very fine lime, of which welikewise fetched another tkogft; 
head from Bottle-Cove, on the other side of the sound^some 
three leagues distant ; mingling this lime with the sand 
of the sea shore, we made very excellent mortar for the 
laying of our bricks ; fulling to work whereon, the wea- 
ther was so extreme cold, ixs that we were fain to make 
two fires to keep our mortar from freezing, William 
Takely and myself undertaking the masonry part, began 
to raise n wall of oik* brick thickness, against the inner 
planks of the side of the tent ; whilst we were laying the 
bricks, the rest of our company were otherwise^emplAyed, 
i>oine in taking them down, others in making them cleaq^ 
and brimming the in in baskets to the tent; some in making 
mortar, and hewing of boards to build the other side, others 
too in fljjying our venison. Ilaving^built the two outer-: 
mo.-t aidrs of tlie tent with bricks and mortar^ and our 
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bricks now almost spent^ we were enforced to buUd the 
other two sides with boards^ in the Tollowiog manaer,. 
First we nailed our deel-boards on one side of the post, 01: 
stancheon, to the Uiickiies:i of one foot, atul on the other 
:9ide in like manner ; and m tilling up the holtuvv place 
between with sand, it became so tight and warm, as not 
the least breath of air coidd penetrate^ our chiauie\'*s 
^ent was into the greater tent, being the breadth of one 
deal board, about four foot long. The length of this, 
onr tent was twenty foot, and the breadth sixteen ; the 
beight ten ; our ceiling being deal boards five or six times 
double, the middle of one joining so close to the close of 
the other, that no wind could possibly get between. As 
for our door, besides our making it so close as possibly 
it would shut, we lined it with a bed which we found 
lying there, and came over both the opening and shutting 
of it ; for windows, we made none at all, so that our light 
we brought in through the greater tent, by removing two 
or three tiles in the eaves, which light came to us through . 
the vent of our chimney. Our next work was to set up 
four cabins, billetting ogrselves two and two in a cabin ; 
our beds were the deer's skins dried, which we found to be 
extraordinary warm, and a very comfortable lodging to. 
us in our distress. Our next care then was for firing to 
dress our meat, and for keeping away the cold. Ex- 
aming therefore, all the shallops that had been left ashore 
there by the ships, we found seven of them very crajs}^ 
and not serviceable for the next year. Those we made 
bold with, broke them up, and carried them into our 
house, stotving thtm over the beams in manner of a floor ;• 
intending also to stow the rest of our firing ov^r theme 
so to make the outer tent -the warmer, and to keep the 
snow from drifting through the tiles into the tent; whicb 
snow would othcrwisehave covered every thing, amd^ve 
hindered us from coming to what we wanted* . _, : •. *" 

When 



When the weather was now grown coM, BtA the daji 
4hort^ (or rather no days at all) we b^gaa tt> stave sMie 
empty casks that were left there the year befort^ltd the 
quantity oftone hundred ton at least; we alsd made lue of 
tome planks and of two old coolers, (wherein they oeokdl 
their oil), and whatever we thought might be spered 
withbut damnifying the next yearns voyage. Jlmng got 
together all the firing that we posatbly could -milieu ex* 
cept we should make spoil of the shallopa and cookn 
that were there, which might easily have o?crtkrM» the 
next yearns voyage, to the great binderance of itut wor- 
shipful company, whose servants we beings were everjr 
way tareful of their profit. Comparing therefim the 
small quantity of our wood, together with the eoldtttti 
of the weather, and the length of time that we weve Uke^ 
ly to abide, we cast about to husband our ttoek aidllill% 
as we could, devising to try a new conclusion ; on irffei 
was this, when we raked up our fire at night, widl s^gbel 
quantity of ashes and embers, we putint6 themtdatefll 
a piece of elm«-wood, where after it had laift ebeet sit* 
teen hours, we at our opening nrf It foun^gient Mk' 
of fire upon it, thereupon we made a eommon piatfjRl 
of it ever after. It nev^ went out in eight flioiiAt to* 
gether, or thereabouts. 

Having thus provided both our house and firings OfOB 
the 12th of September a small quantity of drift ice4 
driving to and fro in the sound. Early in the ' 
ing therefore we arose, and looking every where i 
we at last espied two sea-horses lying asleep .Ofeilf e 
piece of ice ; presently thereupon taking op eft ell 
harping iron that lay in the tent, and fasteniagftgOifeMl 
fope to it, weliMsnched out our boat to tow liieafiiliiapi 
and coming something near, we perceived 
asleep, and I steering, bid the rowers to hold 
oar9, fox fear of aw^liing them with die 
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ice^ and I skulling the boat easily along> came so near at 
length to them^ that the shallops even touclied one, at 
which instant William Fakely being ready with his ha1rp« 
ing iron^ heaved it so strongly intonhe old one, that he 
quite disturbed herof her rest; aftec. which she receivings 
five, or six thrusts with bur lances^ fell into a sounder 
sleep of Death. Thus having dispatched the old one,^ 
the younger being loath to leave her dam^ contintied- 
swimming s6 long about our boat^ that la^itkoac lances 
we killed her- also. Hauling them both after this into the 
boatj we rowed ashore^ flayed our sea*>horseSy cut them^ 
in pieces^ to roast and eat them ;, the J^th of the same 
month; we saw other sea-horses^ sleeping in like manner 
upon several pieces of ice, but the' weather being cold^ 
they designed not to sleep so much as before; and there- 
fore we could kill but one of them^ of which being right 
glad, .we returned again to our tent. 

The nights at this time, and the cold weather increased 
so fast upon us, that we were out of all hope of getting 
any more food, before the next spring; our only hopes 
where, to kill a bear now and then, that might by chance 
wander that way. The next day therefore taking an ex- 
acter survey of our stock of provision, and finding our 
proportion too small by half, for our time and company, 
we agreed among ourselves to come to allowance, that is, 
to stint ourselves to one reasonable meal a day, and to 
keep Wednesdays, and Fridays fasting days, excepting 
from ihc fiiltars or graves of the whale, (a very loathsome 
in eat) of which we allowed ourselves suflicient to satisfy 
^ur present hunger; and at this diet we continued some 
three months, or thereabouts. 

Having by this time finished whatever we possibly could 
invent for our preservation in that desolate place, our 
clothes and shoes also, were worn and tore to pieces ; 
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mod we must of necessity invent some new device for their 
reparation. Of rope-yam therefore^ we made usthrmd, 
and of whale-bones needles to sew our clothes and shoes* 
The nights began to be very longhand by the 10th of Ocuh 
her the cold so violent^ that the sea was frozen overt 
which had been enough to have daunted the most tstured 
resolution. At which time our business being over^ and 
nothing pow to exercise our minds upon ; our heads b^gan 
then to be troubled with a thousand sort^ of imaginations. 
Then had we leisure (more than enough) to complain 
ouroelf ea of our present most miserable condition. Then 
had we time to bewail our wives and children at home ; 
and to imagine what news our unfortunate miscarriages 
must needs be to them. Then thought we of our ptrenta 
also, and what a cutting corrosive it would be to them^ to 
he^ of the untimely deaths of their children. Other 
times again, we revive ourselves with some comfort^ thiLt 
our friends might take, ' in hoping it Would please God to 
preserve us, untill the next year. Sometimes did we vary 
our griefs; complaining one while of the pruelty of our 
maiiter, that would leave us to these distresses; and then 
presently again we fell, pot only to excuse him, but to 
lament both him and bis cpmpany, fearing they had been 
overtaken by the ice, and miserably that way perished. 

Thus tormented in mind with our doubts, our ftmrB, 
and our griefs, and in our bodies with hunger, cold^ and 
^yants, that )}idepui mpnster of desperation, began nov 
to present his ugliest shape unto us; l^e now pursued us 
-^he now laboured to seize upon us. Thus finding our- 
b^lves in a labyrinth, ^s it were, of ^ perpetual misery, 
viC thought it not bc^t to give too much way to our griefaj 
fearing they also would, most of all, have wrought upon 
our weakness. Our prayers wc now redpubled unto tbo 

Almighty 
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Aliilighty^ for streagth and patience^ in these our mise- 
tles; and the Lord graciously listened unto us, and granted 
these our petitions. By his assistance therefore^ we shook 
off these thoughts^ and cheered up ourselves again> to use 
the best means for our preservation. Now therefore^ we 
began to think of our yenttoD^ and of preserving it; and 
bow to order oUr firing in this cold weather : for fear 
therefore our firing should fail us at the end of the year, 
we thought it best, to roast every day half a deer, and to 
stow it in hogsheads, which we now put in practice, and 
soon filled three hogsheads, leaving so much raw,as would 
serve to roast every sabbath*day a quarter ; and so for 
Christmas-day and the like. This conclusion being made 
among us, then fell we again to bethink us of our miseries 
both passed and to come : and how, though it pleased 
God to give us life, yet we lived as banished mett> tiOH 
only from our friends, but from all other company. Next 
we thought of the pinching cold, and of the pining hun- 
ger : these were our tlioughts, this our discourse to pass 
away the time, but as if all this misery haa been too lit- 
tle, we presently found another increase ef it ; for examin- 
ing our provision once more, we found that all ottr Frit* 
tars of the whale were almost spoilt with the wet they had 
taken; after which by lying so close together, they were 
now grown mouldy : and our bear and venison we per- 
ceived again not to amount to such a quantity, as to allow 
ua five meals a week ; whereupon we were fain to shorten 
our stomachs of one meal more; so that for the space of 
three months after that, we for four days in the week fed 
upon the unsavory and mouldy frittars, and the other 
three, we feasted it with bear and venison. But as if it 
were not enough for ut to want meat, we now began to 
want light also, all our loeals proved suppers now; for 
little light could we see; even the glorious sun, (as if un- 

P p a willing 
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willing to behold our miseries) masking his lovely fiu* 
from us, under the sable veil of coal-black night. Thus 
from the 14th of October, till. the 3d of February, we 
never saw the sun; nor did lue all thattime^ to much as 
ever peep above the horizon. But Uie moon we saw at 
all times, day and night (when the clouds obscured her 
not,) shining^ as bright as in England. The sky, tis true 
is very much troubled witli thick and black weather all 
the winter. time; so that we could not see the' moon so 
well at all times, or discern, what point of ;^ the compass 
she bore upon us; A kind of jlay-light we .had indeed, 
which ghmmer^ some «ight hours a day unto us; in Oc- 
tober time 'I mean; for from thence until the 1st of Be^ 
•rember, eveh that light was sihortened ten or twelve mi- 
nates a dayfconstantly : so that from the Ist of December 
till the 20th tliere appeared no light at all, but all was 
\ine continued night. All that we could perceive was, 
that in a clear i^eason now and then, there appeared a lit- 
tle glare of white, like some show of day towards the 
south; but no light at all. And this continued till the 
Ist of January, by which time we might perceive the day 
alittle to increase. All this darksome time, no certainty 
could we have when it should be day, or when night; 
only myself out of my own little judgment, kept the ob- 
si^rvation of it thus. First bearing in mind the number 
of the epact, I made my addition by a day suppo^d^ 
(though not absolutely to be known by reason of the 
darkness) by this 1 judged the age of the moon; and this 
gave mt^ my rule of passing the time; so that at the. com- 
ing of the ships into the port, 1 told them the day of the 
month as directly as they themselves could tell me. At 
the beginning of this darksome, irksome time, we sought 
some means of preserving liglu among us ; finding there- 
fore a piece of sheet-lead over a seam of one of the 

coolers. 



coolers, we ru'pL li. uti aim luutit; tiitct' iuii^js of It; whicli 
mainiuiuiug ^ith, uil that \yc4oi^d la the. cooptis tent 
and rupe jurn ^cryiijg m imt^ud gf i^adlewicktij we k^pi 
Uicm continuiilly buruit)g^ aud'tliii wa^ a great comfgirt 
to u^ in our LXjtreu^iLy. Tims did we our best to prcj*ervc 
Qiirscivea^ bui iill tbi:^ cuiild ",Q^ seciirt^ u*^: for wc in our 
own tboughXi^^ accoijiUed Qurselves but dc^ad m^n; m\d^ 
that our tent wns theti oi^r darksome duugeorij Jind we 
did but wait our trial Uy our Judgc^ to know wlu'tlier wc 
hIiquUI live or die* - 0*ir extremities being so'maiij, made, 
iti iu im}mtieQt b{>ei{c^ic^,fo l;>reak forth agaiiK^t the cftusers 
*^f uur mi^eried: liijt then a^ain^ tjur con^iepces tclJi«g 
U:* of oiki; oiv» evil deserviijgi^, ;^vc took it either for i\ 
pu[iisha;,eiU upon us^ fur o^r, fcurmeir wieked lives^ or cImt 
tor an example of Go(^'$ merej, in our wonderful delivc- 
ranee; and humbliog ourselves therefore under tlie mrgh^ 
Ij hand of God^ we e«si dtjwn ounelve& in prayer, two, 
or three tto^es u day, which course we constantly held M 
tlie time of our aii^er3^. 

Tlie new year now bcgiMv, mid m the drnp hcgtin ia 
imgthcn^ iQ ilu cold began to htrengthci^i ; which eat J 
came at last to that extremitjfj m that it would raise blisters 
in our fledi* as if we had been burnt with fire; and if wc 
touehed iron at uny tim^j ^t would litick to our fingers 
like bird-lime. SometimeB if we went but out of the 
door to fetch in a little watcr^ the eold would nip us in 
such sort, that it made us a.^sore as if ue had been beaten 
in some ciuel manner. ^^11 tl»e first part of the winter 
we found water under the ice, Uiat lay upon the bachi 
on the sea -shore. Which water issued out of a high bay, 
or cliff of ice, and ran into tlie hoUow of the hacht^ thert 
remaining with a thick ice over it; which ice, we at one 
certain place daily digging through with [nek-axeSj took 
aii much w liter ix% served for our drink in jr. 

This continued until the 10th q{' January, and then 
we were fain to make 'shift with suow^^water^ wliieh we 

melted 



melted by putting hot irons into it; and this was our 
drink until the 20th of May following. By the end of 
January the days were grown to seven or eight hours 
long ; and then we again took another view of our vic« 
tuals^ which we now found to grow so shorty that it would 
no way last us above six weeks longer. And this bred n 
further fear of famine among us. But our recourse wag 
in this, as in other extremities, unto Almighty God» 
who had helps we knew, though we saw no hopes ; add 
thus spent we our time until the 3d of February, which 
proved a marvellous cold day; yet a fair and clear one, 
about the middle whereof, all clouds now quite dispersed, 
%nd night*s sable curtain drawn; Aurora with her golden 
face smiled once again upon us, at her rising out of her 
bed ; for now the glorious Sun with his glittering beams^ 
began to gild the highest tops of the lofty mountains* 
The brightness of the sun, and the whiteness of the 
snow, both together was such, as that it was able to have 
revived even a dying spirit. But to make a new addition 
to our new joy, we perceived two bears (a she one with her 
cub) now coming towards our tent; whereupon we 
straight arming ourselves with our lances, issued out of 
the tent to await her coming; she soon cast her greedy 
eyes upon us; and with full hope of devouring us, she 
made the more haste unto us; but with our hearty lances 
we gave her such a welcome, as that she fell down on the 
ground, tumbling up and down, biting the snow for very 
anger. Her cub seeing this, by flight escaped us. The 
weather now was so cold, that longer we were not able 
to stay abroad ; retiring therefore into our tent, we first 
warmed ourselves^ and then out again to draw the dead 
bear in unto us. We flayed her, cut her into pieces of a 
stone weight or thereabouts, one of which served us for 
our dinner ; and upon this bear we fed some twenty days, 
for she was very good flesh, and better |ban our veuison 

This 
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This only mischance we had with her, that upon the 
mating of her liver, our skins peeled off. For mine own 
pari, I being sick before, by eating of that liver, though I 
lost my skin, yet recovered I my health upon it. She being 
spenr, either we must seek some other meat, or else fait 
aboard with our roast venison in the ca^k, which we were 
very loth to do, for fear of famishing^ lest that should 
be exhausted before the fleet arritred from England!* 
Amidst these our fears, it pleased God to send divers bean 
into our tentpsome forty at least, as we accounted. Of 
which number we killed seven ; on the Qd of Marcli one^ 
the 4th another ; and on the lOth a wonderful great bear^ 
six foot high at least. All which we flayed, and roasted 
apon wooden spits (having no better kitchen furniture 
than that, and a frying-pan which we found in the tent^' 
They were as good savoury meat, as any beef could be. 
Having thus gotten good store of such food, we kept 
not ourselv/es now to such straight allowance ; but eat fre- 
quently two or three meals a-day, which began to in* 
crease strength and ability of body in all of us. 

By this; the chearful days so fast increased, that the 
several sorts of fowls, which had fill the winter time avoid- 
ed those quarters, began now again to resort thither, unto 
their summer-abiding. The l6th of March, one of our two 
mastiff dogs went out of the tent from us in the morn' 
ing ; but from that day he never returned to us, nor 
could we hear what was become of him. The fowls thai 
I before spoke pf, constantly use every spring time to re- 
sort into that coast, being used to breed there most abun- 
dantly. Their food is a certain kind of small fish. Year- 
ly upon the abundant coming of these fowls, the foxes 
which had all the wipter kept their burrows under tlie 
rocks, begin to come abroad, and seek for their livings. 
For them we setup three traps, like rat-traps, and baited 
them witl) the skins of these fowls^. which we had founds 

upon 



S04, UIKACULOUS FKS8£RTATIOir« 

upon the snow> they falling their in there flight fivim th« 
hill, wheieupon they breed, towards the sea; for this 
&wl being about the size of a duck, hath her legi^ plaeed 
90 close unto her rump, as that when they^ Alight once 
upon the land, they are Teiy rarely (if ever) able to gel 
«p again, by reason of the misplacing of :their legt^ and 
Ihe weigh tjof their bodies; but being in tbe:waterj they 
lluse themselves with their pinions well ^noagh. After 
we had made these traps, and- set them apart one from 
]|aK>ther, in the snow, we caught fifty foxes in them ; all 
wbich we ro$sted, and found very good meat of them ; 
then took we a bear's skin, and laying the fleahniide up^ 
wiurd, we made springs of i^hale-ibone, wherewith we 
caught about sixty of those fowls, about the sixe of • 
•pjgeoiu 

Thus continued we until the Isl of May, and the W0iu 
ther then growing warm, we were now pretty able to go, 
abroad to seek for more provision. Every day therefotv 
abroad we went^ but nothing could wc encounter Aintil the 
24th, whenespyinga buck, we thought to have killed him 
with our dog ; but be was grown so fat and lazy^ that he 
could not pull down the deer. Seeking further out therefore^ 
we found abundance of rcHlock*s eggs ; (which is a fowl 
about the bigness of a duck) of which eggs though there 
were great store^ yet we being but two of us together^ 
brought but thirty of them to the ten that day, thinking 
the next day to fetch a thousand more of them ; but the 
day proved so cold, with an easterly wind, thai we could 
not stir out of our tent. 

Staying at home therefore upon the 25th of May, we 
for that dciy omitted our ordinary custom, our order of 
late (since the fair weather) was, every day orefsery ae^ 
cond day, to go up totlic top of a mounuin, to spie if 
ve could discern the water in the sea, break the inmiki ice 
Mrithin the Souad, which until the day before^ we 
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Hot Been, At which time, a storni of wind coming, out 
of the sea broke the ice, and the wind coming easterly, 
carried all the ice into tiie sea^ and cleared the Sound a 
great way; although not oear the shore at first, seeing 
the clear water came not. near our tent by three miles at 
least. 

This £5th of May th^retfore, , we all day staying in the 
lent, there came two ships of Hull into the Sound; who 
knowing that there had been men left there the year be- 
fore, the master (full of desire to know whc^tber we were 
alive or dead) muuiied out a Uiallop from the sliip> with 
order to row as far up the sound as tbcy could; and then 
to hawl up their shallop, and travel o vet-land upon the 
snow unto the teot. Thcj^e men at their coming ashorej 
found the shallop which we had hauled from our tent into 
the water, with a purpose to go seek some sea-horses tlie 
next fair weather; the shallop being then already ii tee d 
with all necessaries for that enterprise. This sight 
brought them into a quandary; and though this encoun- 
ter made them hope^ yet their admiration made thein 
doubt, that it was not possible for us to remain ahve. 

Taking therefore our laticcs out of the boat, towards 
the tent they come; we never so much as per* eiving of 
them, for we were all gathered together, now aboiit to 
go to prayers in the inner tent, only Thomas Ayers wat 
not yet come in to us out of the greater tent; the Hull men 
now coming near our tent, hailed it witli the usual word 
of the sea, crying Hey! he answered again with Ho! 
which sudden answer almoi^t amazed them all, causing 
them to stand still, half afraid at the matter. But we with* 
in hearin«; of them, jovfnlly came out of the tent; all 
black as we were with the smoak, and with our clothes all 
tattered with wearing so long. This uacooth sight made 
them further amazed at us; but perceiving us to be the 
very men left there all the year, with joyful hearts they 

VoL^ n, . Q ^ embraced 
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embraced us ; and we them in return : they cwie intb 
our tent where we shewed them the courtesy of the hotlse^ 
and gave them such victuals as we had ; which ^as veni- 
son roasted four months before, and a cup of cold water, 
which for novelty's sake they kindly accepted of us. 

Then fell we to ask them, what netcsi and of the*6tate 
of the land at home? and when the London fleet would 
come? to all which, they returned os the best ati^wers 
they could. 

Agreeing then to leave the tent, with them "we went to 
their shallop, and s6 a-board tlie ship; where \^e were 
welcomed after the heartiest and kindest English manner; 
and there we stayed ourselves until the coming of the 
London fleet, which wc much longed for: hoping by them 
to hear from our friends in England. We were told that 
they would be there next day ; but it was full three days 
ere they came, which seemed to us as tedious a three 
days as any we had jet endured ; so much we now de- 
sired to hear from our friends, our wives, and children. 

The 28th of May, the London fleet came into the port 
to our great comfort, a-board the admiral we went, unto 
the right noble Captain William Ooodler, who is worthy 
to be honoured by every seaman for his courtesy and 
bounty. This is the gentleman that is every year chief 
commander of this fleet; and right worthy so to be, being 
a wise man, aiid an expert mariner as any in England. 

Unto this gentleman right welcome we were; and joy- 
fully by him received: he giving order, that we should 
have any thing that was in the ship, that might do" ns 
gooc}, and increase our strength ; of his own charge giv* 
ing us jipparcl also, to the value of twenty pounds. 

Thus after fourteen days of refreshment, we grew per- 

'fectly wtll all of us; whereupon' the noble captain sent 

William Fakcly, and John Wyse, (Mason's own appreh- 

iiie) and Thomas Ayers the whale cutter, with Robert 

Goddfellow^ 
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Goodfellow, unto Master Mason's ship, according as them- 
selves desired. Butthmking there to be a» kindly wel- 
comed as the lost.prodigal^ these poor men, after their 
^ enduring so much misery, (which through his means part»- 
ly they had uiulcrgonc^ no sooner came they on bOLitd 
his ship^ hut he most unkindly called them *' Rimarca^Sf* 
vrhh other harsh uncluisliao terms, far enough from the 
civility of an honest man,— Noble Captain Goodler uii- 
dcrstauding all these passages, was ri^^ht sorry for them^ 
reviving to send for them again, but that the weather 
proved so bad and un certain . I for my own part remain L*d 
Yf'ith tlie Captain still at Bottle Cove, according to my 
own desire : as for the rest that staid with him^ he prefer- 
red the landsmen to row in thii shallops for the killing of 
the whales; treeing them thereby from their toilsome la- 
bour on shore^ bettering their means besides> and all these 
favours did this worthy gentleman for us* 

Thus were we well contented now to stay there till the 
COth of August J hoping then to return to our native eoun* 
try : whiiiii day of departure being come, and we embark- 
|sd, with joyful hearts vvc set sail through the foaming 
oceauj and though crossed sumctimes with contrary windj 
liomewarcf hound; yet our proper sbipi at last came safelj 
to an anchor in the River Thames to our great jo v and 
comfort, and the merchants benefit. And thus by the 
blessing of God came we all eight of us well home, safe 
and SQV*nd; where the worshipful company our masters, 
the Muscovie merchants, have since dealt woiiderfally 
well by us.. For all which most merciful preservation, 
dnd most wonderfully powerful deliverancei all honorj 
prat«^, and glory be unto the great God^ the sole authoi 
©f it, and gnmt us to make the right use of it, 

Amen! 

(J c| 3 Estraordinarji 
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Extraordinary Execution of the Mayor of Bodbcin^ til 
CoKN WALL, by Sir William Kingston, tn tie Rdgt^ 
o/' Edward the With. 

A REBELLION happening in the reign of King 
Edward VI. upon the alteration of religion, and the 
rebels bein^ defeated, what shameful sport did Sir Wil* 
liam Kingston make with men in misery, by virtue of his 
office of Provost Marshal ! One Bowyer, Mayor of Bod- 
"V^in^in Cornwall, had b^en among the rebels not wil- 
lingly, but by constraint. Sir William sent him word 1^ 
would dine with him on such a day, for whom the Mayor 
made a hospitable entertainment. A little before dinner, 
the Provost took the Mayor aside, and whispered in htf 
ear, ' That there must be an execution that afteraoon/ 
and therefore ordered him to cause a gallows to be set np 
over against his own door. The Mayor obeyed hii 
command ; andy after dinner, the Provost took the Mayor 
by the hand, and desired him to lead him to the jHwe (if 
execution ; which, when he beheld; he asked the Mayor^i 
" If he thought it was strong enough." ^^ Yes," says the 
M4yor, '' doubtless it is.'' '' Well then," said Sir Wil- 
liam, ^' get up and try, for it is provided for yon.** ** I 
hope. Sir," said the Mayor, '^ you are not in earnest!^ 
'^ By my troth," says the Provost, ** there is no remedy^ 
for you have been a busy rebel ;" and so, withont delay 
or liberty to make his defence, the poor Mayor was exe- 
cuted. Near that place also lived a miller, who had been 
very active in the rebellion, and, fearing the ProvosA 
coming, told a stout young fellow, his servant, that 1^ 
had occasion to go from home, and therefore willed hiai^ ' 
if any gentleman should come a fishing in his 'absence^ 
^nd inquire for him, '^ He should tell them himself wat 
the miller, and ready to serve them." The Provoal nof 
long after camc^ and, asking for the miller^ opt fWie ihf 
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servant, saying, '' Sir, I am the miller ;" upon which the 
Provost commanded his servants to seize him, ^^ and hang 
him upon the next tree.'* The poor fellow hearing this, 
cried out, *' I am not the miller, hut the miller's ser* 
vant." '^ Nay, friend," says the Provost, '^ I will take 
thee at thy word. If thou art the miller, thou art a busy 
knave and a rebel, and deservest to be hanged. If thou 
art not the miller, thou art a false lying knave, and canst 
not do thy master better service than to hang for him ;'* 
and so^ without more ado, he was executed. 

A curious Description and Explanation of the Death 
Watch, so com$nonljf listened to with such dreads 

Among the many natural causes that operate on weak 
minds, nothing is more common than what is generally 
called a death watch ; and is vulgarly believed wherever it 
is heard, that some of the family must die in a short time 
after, which is a ridiculous fancy, crept into vulgar heads^ 
and employed to terrify and affright people, as a monitor 
of approaching death ; and, therefore, to prevent such 
causeless fears, I shall take this opportunity to undeceive 
the world, by showing what it is, and that no such thing is 
intended by it. It has obtained thenameof adeath watch, 
by making a little clinking noise^ like a watch; which 
giving some disturbance to a gentleman in his chamber, 
who was not to be aifrighted with vulgar errors, it tempted 
him to a diligent search after the true cause of this noise^ 
which be pleaded to t^ke in his Qwp words, '^ I have 
been," says he, '^ some time since accompanied with this 
little noise. One evening above the rest I sat down by a 
table from whence the noise proceeded, and laid ^my 
watch upon the same, and perceived,. to my admiration, 
that the sound made by this invisible automaton was 
fonder than that of the artificial machine. Iti) vibrations 

would 
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would fall -as regular^ but withal quicker^ whichj upon a 
fitrict inquiry^ was found to be nothing but a little beetle 
or spider in the wood of the box. Sometimes they are 
found in the plastering of a wall^ and at other times in a 
rotten post^ or in some old chest or trunks and the noise 
is made by beating its head on the subject that it finds 
fit for sound.*' The little animal that I found in Au^t^ 
}6i)5, says Mr. Benjamin Allen^ was about two lilies and 
a half long> calling a line the eighth part of an inch j the 
colour was a dark browUj with spots^ some lighter^ iixe- 
gulai'Iy placed^ which could not easily be rubbed offj 
which the gentleman above named observed, with iu 
whole composure and shape^ by a microscopcj and sent 
the whole relation of it to the publisher of th^ Philoso- 
phical Transactions of the Koyal Society. Som^ pcopk^ 
governed by common reports, have fancied t^, petit 
Hiiimal a spirit, sent to admonish them of their dei^hs; 
and^ to uphold the fancy, tell you of other strange iiuuii« 
tors altogether as ridiculous ; for, though I do not cl^og^ 
but that, in some particular cases, God Almighty may 
employ unusual methods to warn us of our approacbiu 
ends, yet ordinarily such common and unaccooataUf 
talk is nonsense, and depends more upon the fancyj ke|i( 
up by a delight in telling strange things than any tt|iQg 
else. It is all one to a good man, whether |ic .has|i 
summons or not, for he is always ready either with €Sf. 
without it. 



TO THE EDITOR OF KIRBY's SCIENTIFIC HUSBIflff* 

Sir, 
Beading a very remarkable trial that took place in the KSng^ Bfiieliff 



247, of your second volume, respecting Mr. Robert Booty, all 
though so very singular, is not the only occiirrenc« thtl I 
that place. I here send you a well-autbeDiicated iiiitO|C7 9facijn)|^ 
stance, respecting a Mr. Oresham, a Merchaat, o^ tn|j|iau» «te 
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touch^ at Stromboli, in his passage from Palermo, this heinj^ so nearly 
connected with your former account, I make no doubt will find an early 
inFertion, and remain. 

Sir, 

Your constant reader, 
St. Jameses Street, \^'^ jj^ 

June 8, 1804. 

jMR. GRESHAM, an eminent merchant in London, 
being homeward bound from Palermo in Sicily, where at 
that time lived the rich Antonio, who had two kingdoms 
in Spain mortgaged to him at one time by his Catholic 
Majesty, the wind being against them, the ship in which 
Mr. Gresham sailed came to an anchor to leeward of 
Stromboli, one of the Lipari Islands in the Tyrrhenian 
Sea, on the north of Sicily, where is a mountain that 
casts forth flames of sulphur in some places of it con- 
tinnally. About rioon, the mountain generally ceasing 
to throw out flames, Mr. Gresham, accompanied with 
eight sailors, ascended it, and went as near the orifice as 

'danger would permit them, where, among other frightful 
noises, they heard a loud voice pronounce the following 
words, ^^ Make haste, make haste, the rich Antonio is 
coming ;" at which, being in a great ponsternation, they 
hastened a-board, and the mountain beginning, in a 
horrible manner, to vomk fire, they weighed ; and the 
wind continuing in the same quarter, made the best of 
their way back again to Palermo, and enquiring after 
Antonio, they found that he diecf, as near as they could 
calculate, at the same instant they beard the voice at 
Stromboli say, " he was coming.** Mr. Gresham, safely 
arriving in England, made this surprising accident known 
to King Henry VIII. and the seamen being called before 
him, attested the truth of it by their oaths ; which made 
such a sensible impression upon Mr. Gresham's miud, 
that*he quickly gave over merchandizing, made a distri- 
bution of bis estate, which was very considerable, among 

his 



'3V2 EXTHAORDINARY CLOCK At STRASBOURG.. 

his relations^ and to pious and generous uses^ reserring 
only a competency for himself, and then spent the re- 
mainder of his dnys in the exercise of pietjr and de- 
votion. 



EXTRAORDINARY CLOCK AT 8TRASB0X7RO. 

Coryat, the celebrated travdler, in the reign of James t}ie First, when lit 
Strasbourg, in Germany, was particularly surprised with the extra- 
ordinary Workmanship of the Clock that ornaments the Cathedral of 
tliat place*, and lias taken great care in the Description, as well as tu 
procure a correct representation, of m singular a curiosity. Some 
abridged and inaccurate accounts of this Wonderful Piece of MechanisBf 
ha\ iug been obtruded on the public, we shall deliver its true description* 
in the words of Coryat hims^elf. The accompanying plate is an accurate 
copy, from the drawing Coryat procured to ornament his accout. 

llIIS curious Piece of Workmanship standeth at the 
south side of the church, near to the door. A true figure 
or roprosentation whereof, made according to— form itself, 
as it btandeth at this day in the churchy I have expressed 
in this place. Truly it is a fabric so extraordinary rare 
and artificial, that I am confidently persuaded it is the 
most exquisite piece of work of that kind in all Europe. 
1 think I should not commit any great error, if I should 
say, in all the world. The bolder 1 am to affirm it, be- 
cause I have heard very famous travellers (such as have 
seen this clock, and most of the principal things of 
Christendom) report the same. It was begun to be built 
in the year 1571, in the month of June, by a most ex- 
eellent Architect and Mathematician, of the city of 
Strasbourg, who was then alive when I was there ; bis 
name is Conradus Daisypodius, once the ordinary pro- 
fessor of the Mathematics in the University of this city, 
A man that, for his excellent art, may very fitly be called 
the Archimedes of Strasbourg; and it was ended about 
three years after, even in the year 1574, in the saobe 
month of June, about the feast of St. John Baptists This 

week 
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work containethj by my estim^ition, about fifty foot in 
height, belwixt the bottom and the top< It is compassed 
in with three several rails, to the end to exclude all per^ 
sons, that none may approach near it to disfigure any 
part of itj whereof the two oatmost arc made of liinbtr, 
the third of iron, about three yards high. On the left 
hand of it there is a very ingenious and methodical ob- 
servation for the knowiug of the echpse^ of the sun and 
moon, for thirty-two years. At the top whereof h writ* 
teo^ in fair Roman letters : 

Typi Ei'lipsium 
Sotis €i Lufm^ 
Jd Jfuios XXX 11. 

On the same hand ascendeth a very fair architectorical 
maehine^ made of wainscot, with great curiosity, the 
aides being adorned with pretty little pillars of marble, 
of di%'ers colours, in which are three degrees, whereof 
each eontaineth a fair statue of carved wainscot ; tijc 
first, the statue of Urania, one of the nine Muses, about 
which her nuine is written in gold letters; and, by the 
sides, these two words, in the like golden letters, Arilli- 
inetica and Geomeiria^ The second, the picture of ^ 
ccrtaiti King, with a rrgal seeplrc in his baud. But 
what King it is, 1 kinm notr above him U written 
Daniel, 2 chap. The last is the picture of Nicholaus 
Copcrnicusj tliat rare Astronomer under whom is written, 
irt fair Ramau letters: Nu'hQlai Cqpcmki vera rjfigicii c£ 
ipsius AiitographQ dtjjicta* 

At the very top of ihis row, or ierles of work, is erected 
a mci^t excellent efiigie of a cock, which doth, passing 
curigsiiy, represent the living sh^c of that vocui crcn- 
ture; and it crowcth at certain boiir^, yielding u^ ^h^ill 
and loud a voice us a natural cock. Yea, and such % 
kind of sound (which makcth it more admirable) m 

Yoli. IL It r cyutuerfcittr^h 
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counterfeiteth very near the tmc voice of that bird ; the 
hours of which are eleven of the clock in the moraiDg^ 
and three in the afternoon. It was my chance to hear 
him at the third hour in the afternoon, whereat I won- 
dered as much as I should have done, if I had seen that 
famous wooden pigeon oi Architan Tarentinus, the Philo- 
sopher, (90 much celebrated by the ancient historians,) 
fly in the air. On the right hand' also of this goodly 
Architect, there is another row of building, correspondent 
to the foresaid in height, but differing from it in form. — 
For the principal part thereof consisteth of a pair of 
winding stairs, made of free stone, and most delicately 
composed. I could not perceive for what use they serve, 
so that I conjecture they are made especially for orna- 
ment. Again, in the middle work, betwixt these two 
notable rows that I have now described, is erected that 
incomparable fabrick wherein the clock standeth. At 
the lower end whereof, just about the middle, I observed 
the greatest astronomical globe that ever I saw, which is 
supported with an artificial pelican, wounding his breast 
with his beak ; wherewith they typically represent Christ, 
who was wounded, for tlie salvation and redemption of 
the world ; and about the midst, goeth a compass of 
brass, which is sustained witli very elegant little turned 
pillars. Opposite unto which is a very large sphere, 
beautified with many cunning conveyances and witty 
inventions. Directly jibovc that standeth another orb, 
which, with a needle, (this is a mathematical term, 
signifying a certiiin instrument about a clock,) pointeth 
at four iiours only, tliat are figured at the four comen, 
thus : 1. 2. 3. 4. each figure at a several corner. At the 
sides of the orb, two angels are represented, whereof the 
one holdeth a mace in his hand, with which he striketh 
a b^a^en serpent every hour; and hard by the rame 
:<tanclcth a death's head, finely resembled: the Other, 
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an hour-glass, which he moveth likewise hourly. Nota^- 
^b]e objects tending to mortification. Both the lower 
ends of this middle engine are very exceUcntly graced 
with the portraiture ol two huge lions, carved in marble. 
This part of the third fabrick, wherein standeth the 
clock, is illustrated with many notable sentences of the 
Holy Scripture, written in Latin. As Inprincipio creuit 
Deu8 c(Blumtt terram> Gene. 1. cap. Omnis caro f4^ 
fium, Pet. 1. cap. 1. Peccati stipendium mors e$t, Roin. 6. 
Dei donum vita eternapcr Christum, Rom. 6. Ascendisti 
in altum, cepisti captiutatem. Psal. 68. Again, under 
the same, are written these sentences, in a lower degree : 
Eccc ego creo celos novo$\ it ttrram novam. Esaias 05, 
Ex pergriscimini et latatnini qui habitatis.in pulvcre. 
Esa. 26. Fmite bcmdicti patrii mci, potzidctc rcgnum 
vobis paratum. Discedite a me maledicti in ignem atur" 
num. Math. 25. Above these sentences divers goodly 
arms are advanced, and beautified with fair escutchens. 
Under the same many curious pictures are drawn, which 
present only histories of the Bible. Again, above that 
orb which I have already mentioned, there is erected 
another orb, or sphere, wherein are figured the hours 
distinguishing time, and a great company of Mathema- 
tical conceits, which do decypher some of the most ab- 
struse and secret mysteries of the noble science t)f Astro- 
nomy, Likewise, another orb standeth above this that I 
Inst s[»eak of, within the which is expressed the figure of 
an half moon, and many glittering stars, set forth most 
gloriously in gold ; and again, without are formed four 
half moons, and two full moons. Above the higher part 
of this orb this impress is written : Qua est tarn iltdstri$, 
similes aurora pulera ut Lunas pura ui Sol. At the sides 
of it, beneath this poesie, is written, which is thus di«-^ 
tributed : — Dominus lux viea, on the left hand ; and, on 
the Tight hand, Qucm timebo ? Also, above the same orb, 

R r I observed 
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I observed another exquisite device^ even seven littk 
pretty bells of brass9(as I conceived it) standing together 
in one rank^ and another little bell^ severally by itself, 
above the rest. Within the same is contrived a ccrtaiR 
vacant^ or hollow place^ wherein stand certain artificial 
men^ so ingeniously made that I have not seen the like. 
These do come forth at evety quarter of an hour^ with a 
^ery delightful and pleasant grace, holding small ham- 
mers in their hands, wherewith they strike th^se foresaid 
bells, every one in order, alternu vicibus, and supply each 
other with a pretty diligence and decorum, in thia quar- 
terly function. Under the place where these two men 
-do strike those foresaid bells, these two sacred emUems 
are written : Ecclesia Christi exulans i and, Serpem Aur 
iiquus Antichristus. The highest top of this fafarick b 
framed with such surpassing curiosity, that it yieldeth a 
wonderful ornament to the whole engine, having many 
excellent little portraitures and fine devices contrived 
therein^ of free stone^ and garnished with borders and 
works of singular art. Moreover, the corners of thk 
middle work are decked with very beautiful little pillars, 
of ash-coloured marble, whereof there stand two in a 
place ; those above square^ those beneath round. Tbua 
have I^ something superficially^ described unto thee this 
iamuus Clock of Strasbourg^ being the Phoenix of all the 
Clocks of Chrifttendttm. For it doth as far excel all 
other Clocks that ever I saw before, as of the Piazza of 
St. Marie Sf in Venice, whicli I have already mentioned^ 
Ahat of Middleborough, in Zeland^ which I after saw, and 
all 9thers, generally as far (I say) as a fair young lady, 
of the age of eighteen years, that hath been very elegantly 
brought up in the trimming of her beauty, doth a homely 
and coarse trull of the country, or a rich orient pearl, 
a mean piece of amber. ^. 

Ai 
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A curious Receipt and Expenditure on the Exhibition of 
a Play taken from an old Churchwarden's Book belong- 
ing to the Parish of Bdsingborne, Cambridgeshire. 
Memorandum. Received at the Play held on St. 
Margarets-day A. D. MDXI in Basingborn of the holy 
Martyr St. George. 

Received of the Township of Royston I2s. Tharficld 
6s. 8d. Melton 5s. 4d. Lillington 10s. fid. Whaddon 4s. 
4d. Steeplemenden 4s. Barly 4s. Id. Ash well 4s. Abingdon 
ns. 4d. Orwell 3s. Wendy 2s. gd. Wimpoie 2s. 7d. Mel- 
dreth 2s. 4d. Arrington 2s. 4d. Shepreth 2s. 4d. Kelsey 2s. 
5d. Willington Is. lOd. Fulmer Is. 8d. Gilden Morden 
is. Tadlow Is. Croydon Is. id. Hattey lOd. Wratling- 
worth 9d. Hastingfield 9d. Barkney 8d. Foxten 4d. 
Kneesworth 6d» 

Item received of the Town of Basingborn on the Mon- 
day and Friday after the play together with other comers 
on the Monday 14s. 5d. 

Item received on the Wednesday after the play with a 
pot of ale at Kneesworth all costs deducted Is. 7d. 
Expences of the said play 
First paid to the Garnement Man for Garnemeuts and 
Propyrts and playbooks 20s. 

To a Mynstrel and tliree Waits of Cambridge for the 
Wednciday, Saturday knd Monday Two of them the first 
day and Three the other days 5s. lid. 

Item in expences on the Players, when the Play was 
shewed, in bread and ale and for other Vittails at Roy- 
ston for those Players 3s. 2d. 
Item in expences on the Playday for the bodies of six 

Sheep 22d. each Qs. 2d. 

Item for three Calves and half a Lamb 8s. 2d. 

Item paid five days board of one Pyke Propyrte 

making for himself and his servant one day and for his 

horses pasture six days Is. 4d. 

Item 
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• It^in paid to Turners of Spits and for Salt 9d*' 
Item for four Chickeas for the Geptlemea 4d» • 
Item for fish and bread and setting up the StUgfa 44. 
Item to John Becher for painting of three Fanchopi^ 
/ jmd four Tormentors. 

Item to Giles Ash well for easement of his Crofi to play 

in Js. 

Item to John Hobarde Brotherhood Prieat for the 

plajbook 2s. 8d. 

ANCIENT SPORTS, 

AND PASTIMES OF THE LONDONEES, 

By William Stephanides, or litziteph^n, a Monk (^Cm^ 
terbury, born in London in the Reign of King Siq^tm; 
wrote this Account in the Reign of Henfy the Sti^mi, 
and died Anno 1191^ in the Reign of Ruhari the 
First. 

At. the Shrovetide in every year, the boys of e^cK 
school in. the Metropolis bring fighting-cocks to -their 
masters, and the whole of the forenoon is spent in the . 
school, to see these cocks fight together. After diQner 
the youth of the city go to play at ball in the fields; 
every boy being provided with a separate ballj^ the pmc- 
tisers also of the trades are each in possession of a ballj 
with which they join in the sport, the anciehler soft 
come, on this occasion, on horseback, to witness die 
agility of their children and friends. 

By this account the barbarous custom of killing the 
cocks, by throwing sticks at them, while tied to a^ stdc^, 
was not known or practised in the time of this wtlft^, as 
he woiild certainly have noticed it. 

SPORTS IN LENT. ' • 

EVERY Sunday in Lent,' after dinner^ a compfMH^of 
young men ride into the fields on horses whic^'lHl'^i 

for 



for war, and principal Tunners : 'evtry oii«*^inici3g tbem is 
taught to run the rounds with liis^horse^ The citizen's 
ton* issue out through the gat^ by trOops, furnished witl| 
lances and warlike shields : the younger sort have tbeit 
pikes not headed with iron, where they make a represen- 
tation of battle, and exercise a skirmish. There resort 
to this exercise many courtiers, when the King lies neat 
the city, and young striplings out of the family's of BaronS 
and great persons, which have not yet attained the war* 
like girdle, to train and skirmish. 

Hope of victory inflames every one: the neighing and 
fierce horses bestir their joints, and chew their bridles, 
and cannot endure to stand still: at last they begin theiic 
race, and then the young men divide their troops; some 
labour to out-strip their leaders, and Cannot reach them; 
others fling down their fellows, and get beyond them. 

SEA FIGHTS. 

IN Easter holidays they counterfeit a se^ fight: ft 
pole is set up in the middle of the river, with a target well 
fastened thereon, and a young man stands upright in a 
boat, which goes swiftly by help of the oars and tide, whcT 
with his spear hits the target in his passage, with which 
blow, if he break the spear, and continues upright, 
he gets the prize, if any is contended for : but if his spear 
continues unbroken, he seldom fails of being precipitated 
into the river, to the no small entertainment of the nu- 
merous spectators assembled on the occasion. And in 
order to prevent any accident, if he is not an expert 
swimmer, two vessels, with many young men on board, 
are in readiness to take him up, the moment he makes 
his appearance from the aquatic plunge. 

SUMMER SI 

UPON the hollidays ' 
in leaping, shooting, • 
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tbrowmg of Javelins fitted with loops for the purpoie, 
which they strive to fling heyond the mark : they also 
use bucklers^ like fighting men. The robust exercises 
besides^ consist in baiting and hunting with dogs, bollsj 
boarsj and bears. 

Many citizens take delight in birds> as spanow-liawks, 
gos-hawks^ and suchlike; and in dogs ta hunt in the 
woody ground^ to which end they have authority to hunt 
or course in Middlesex^ Hertfordshire^ all the Chilternsj 
and in Kent, as far as Gray- Water. 

gPOKTS ON THE ICE. 

WHEN the great moorj which washes Moorfields, at 
the north wall of the city, is frozen over, great compa* 
nies of young men go to sport upon tlie ice; then taking 
a run, and setting their feet at a distance, and placing 
their bodies sideways, they slide a great way. Others 
take heaps of ice, as H they were great mill-stones, and 
make seats; many, going before, drawing the party who 
fure seated, holding one another by the hand; in going so 
fast, some slipping with their feet, all fall dowq tqge-- 
ther. Some are better practised to the ice, and hind to 
their shoes, bones, as the legs of some beasts, and hold 
stakes in their hands, headed with sharp iron, which 
sometimes they strike against the ice; and these men go 
on with speed, as doth a bifd in the air, or darts shot 
from some warlike engine. Sometimes two men set them- 
selves at a distance, and run one against another^ as it 
were at a tilt, with these two stakes, wherewith one or 
both parties arc thrown down, not without some hurt to 
their bodies; and after tlicir fall, by reason of the violent 
motion, are carried a great distance from one another ^ 
and u heresoevcT the ice touches their heads, it rubs off 
the skin, iind lays it bare; nor is it unusual to have a 
Ice or an arm broken in the frolic. But our youtb^ 
grtcd V of honour and desirous of victory, do tlius exef^ 

cisQ 
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ci';e themselves in counterfeit battles, that they may bear 
the brunt more strongly, ^hen tbey come to it in 
earnest. 

Lucart, speaking of Caesar's attempt on the Trinobarites, 
or Britons, says, 

He was afrtud,. and f*iiV4 by Britons^ hand, 
That first presumed to invade their land. 



Extraordinary case of Jonatran Bradford, who tpas 
txtcuUd at Oxford, far the Murder of Cristo'phfbr' 
Hayes, Esq. in theyear 1736. 

Jonathan BUADFORD kcp"t'^ari inn in OxfortU 
sbircj on the London road to Oxford ; he bore an tine.^- 
ceptionabk character. Mr* Hayes, a gentleman of for* 
tunCj beiug on his ivciy to Oxford^ on a visit to a relation, 
put lip at Bradford's; lie there joined company with two 
geiitknien, with whom he supped, and in conversation 
unguariiedly mentioned tb at he had then about bim a 
large mm of money. In due time they retired to their 
regpeciive chamberis ; the gendemen to a two-bedded 
room, leaving, as is customary with many, a candle 
biirniTig in the chimney comer* Some hours aft^r they 
were in bed, one of the gentlemen being awake, thought 
he heard a deep groan in the adjoining chamber ; and 
this being repeatedj he softly awaked his friend. They 
listened together, and the groan % increasmg as of one 
dying, they boiti instantly arose ♦ and proceeded silently 
to the door of the next chamber, from whence they heard 
the groans ; and the door being ajar, saw a light in the 
room; ihey entered, but it is impossible to paint their 
consternation, on perceiring a person weltering in his 
Llood in the bed, and a man standing over bim, with a 
dark lanihorn in one hand and a knife in the other. The 
man seemed as petrified as themselves, but bis terror 
Vol. IL 8 s. ^ carried 
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carried with it all the terror of guilt ! Tlie gentlaineo 
soon discovered the pjcrson was the strange, wkh ivhom 
they had that night supped, and that the man who ira» 
standing over him was their host.. They seized . Bradford 
directly^ disarmed him of his knife, and charged- hiiik|Qtli 
being the murderer : he assumed by this time the air of 
innocence, positively denied the crime^ and asserted that 
became there with the same humane intentions as them* 
selves ; for that, hearing a'noise, which was succeeded by 
a groaning, he got out of: bed^' struck fi ligklj - wmed 
himself with a knife for his defence, ami was hat that 
minute entered the room before tlicm. , ^ ; ... 

These assertions were of little avail, he was kfPt ia 
cla<(e custody till the morning, and .then takei^ l)^ore a 
neighbouring justice of the peace. Bradford stiU df^ai^ 
the murder^ but nevertheless, with such (p 9ppm^.j^i-. 
dication of guilt, that the Justice hesitated opt to MVffA 
use of this extraordinary expression^ on writing out. )i|s^ 
mittimus ; *' Mr. Bradford, either you. ot myself c^fffir 
mitted this raurd.or." ... ,^ 

This extraordioary affair was the conversation .o^ )tb$ 
whole county; Bradford .was tried and condemned overgild, 
over again, in every company. In the midj^tof allflus 
predetermination came on the assizes at Oxford; Btarfp 
ford was brought to trial, he pleaded not guilty. Notbjqi^ 
could be more strong than the evidence of the tvogw* 
tiemen ; they testified to the finding Mr. Hayes miindbf^ 
ed in his bed; Bradford at the side of the Body wi^A 
light and a knife ; that knife and the. hand which, b^ 
it bloody ; that on their entering the room he betn^ffd^ 
all the signs of a guilty man^ and tliat a few "f^iftffit* 
preceding^ they had heard the groans of the demsiad,; 

Bradford's defence on his trial was the same a« jb^pijfie 
the gentlemen: he had heard a noise; he .m^gMjtUi, 
some villainy transacting; he struck a light; he-l^efeML 
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alcnifc (the only weapon near him) to defend himself; 
and \\)e terrors he discovered, were merely the terrors of 
hunnanity, the natural effects of innocence as well as 
guilt, on beholding such a horrid scene! 

This defence, however, could be considered but as 
weak, contrasted with the several powerful circumstances 
against him. Never was circumstantial evidence more 
strong ! There was little need left of comment; from tlie 
judge in summing up the evidence! No room appeared 
for extenuation ! And the jury brought in the prisoner 
Gniliy, even without going out of the box. 

Bradford was executed shortly after, still declaring he 
was not the murderer, nor privy to the murder of Mr. 
Hayes; but he died disbelieved by all. 

Yet were those assertions not untrue ! The murder was 
actually committed by Mr. Hayes's footman; who, im- 
mediately on stabbing his master, rifled his breeches of 
his money, gold watch and snuff-box, and escaped to hii 
own room ; which could have been, from the after cir- 
cumstances, scarcely two seconds before Bradford's en- 
tering the unfortunate gentleman's chamber. TheworI4 
owes this knowledge to a remorse of conscience in th^ 
footman ((eighteen months after the execution of Brad- 
ford) on a bed of sickness ; it was a death-bed rc- 
j)cntance, and by that death -the law lost it* victim ! 

It is much to be wished, that this account could close 
here; but it cnnuot! Bradford, though innocent, and 
not privy to th( murder, was, nevertheless, the murderer 
in design. Ik had heard, as well as the footman, what 
Mr. Haycv had declared at supper, as to his having a 
large sum of money about him, and he went to the cham- 
ber Willi thr same diabniaai inirnTiuriS n^ thf ^tTvant. 
ile was btrnck with ania^-ement l—hc- could not believe 
his senses! — and in t»jrniiig back the bc*d-eloth(**, lu 
assure hinis* *i' of the f5*ct, hf, iti his ^tgiti^tiun, dii>p|N.«cl 
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his knife on the bleeding body, by which both his Iiaad 
and the knife became bloody. These circumstances 
Bradford acknowledged to the clergyman who attended 
him after his sentence. 



TO THE EDITOR OF KIRBY's SCIENTIFIC MUSEUM. 

Sir, 
Htvint^ met witli an original account of a melancholy event io Berkshire^ 
I have transcribed it for your Museum, nothing being omitted but a fev, 
redundant words. It was printed by John Haixling, «i Che Bible mii 
Anchor, Newport-Street, near Leicester-Field^ 1680. Inppoce <tor 
and shot are provincial Berkshire terms. 

Yours, &c. ^ 

Bristo!, June Wh, 1804. ISAAC JAMEa 



On Thursday, Sept. 2d, 1()80, John Sawyer, a faxnier, 
with his son Richard, a youth of 13 years of age^ 

' went with four horses half a mile, to a field in the paiish 
of Cookham, called Ham Field, to plough, about ten ia 
the forenoon, it being then fair. About eleven the sky 
began to lour, the clouds grew thick, and soon , it 
lightened and thundered, and some showers of rain felL 
It thundered several times very loud, sharp, and shrill, 
to the amazement of several persons. Two other ploughs 
were at work in the same field ; tlieir cattle being affrighted 
and unruly, they shoot off and go home, and leave 
^John Sawyer in the field. About one the tempest began 

j^ give off; four hours after a neighbouring labourer, one 
Francis Dell, passing from the wood side down to Cook* 
ham, sees Sawyer, with his son Richard, and tb$ four 
horses all dead on the ground. Knowing tlie man, lie 
came into Cookham, and ac(|naints the inhabitants; im- 
mediately the major part of the towns folks flocked tip 
into the fields to see this sad spectacle, and w^tb thie f^t^ 
the wife of the said John Sawyer ; where, to herexee^dijw 
grief, she saw her husband, son, and four horses dead. Ko 

imprei^oB 
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impression or bruise on the man, but the boy's clothes 
were most part of them rent from his body, and his hat 
torn into two or three pieces; one shoe, all the upper 
leather torn from the sole and heel; and his whip broke 
into two or three pieces; his shirt beaten to liat, and 
i^trewf d on the horse he was supposed to ride, except 
one narrow slip from his neck to the fore-part, remain*- 
in<jr from his neck downward before. He was observed 
to be naked^ and from the neck down his back burnt, or 
singed, as is supposed with tlie lightening, likewise scorch- 
ed or singed on the belly ; some part of his hair singed, 
and the eye brows. The horse he was supposed to ride 
was singed from the neck to the flank. It was judged by 
those ploughmen that shot out and came home sufe^ thnt 
it might be the last clap of thunder and lightening that 
afforded that fatal stroke. John Sawyer and his son had 
shot out from plough and were about six poles from it, sup- 
postfd to be riding homeward, each having his left leg under 
the near side of the horse he was supposed to ride. Tbe 
horses falling all one way, it is judged they were struck 
immediately dead in their walk, none of them having so 
much as one leg stretched out, or any reason to concluda 
they strove for life. Sawyer was a man of good repute 
among his neighbours, that lived soberly and hoaestlj.. 
(Jn Saturday the 4th, the Coroner came and Called a 
jury for encjuiry, and they gave their verdict that it was 
the immediate providence of Almighty God ; and so tlie 
Coroner gave order ior tbe burial of tbe man and iiiA 
son, which the same evening was performed. 

Wc vflio^e nam^s are here under wxitten, do testify tbe 
truth of this relation ; • 

Jo. Whitfield y Esq, Justice of Quorum for Berkshire, 

/Vflwcis C>iir4'/ey, Vic. deCookham, 

Ilobcrt Bennct, i 

John Ke^e > Churchwardens of Cookham, 

Joh/fChtrj/, of Maidenhead, Ward,en of theTc 
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Thomas Bird, apprctntice at Mr. King's^ a fisbmonger m 
Newgate Market, whose father liveth at Cookham, 
was likewise at Cookham when this sad accident hap- 
pened, and saw the man, boy, and horses in the field. 
John Hording, being very near the place the next day. 

The same day at Norwich, and for six miles round, 
happened a terrible thunder and lightening; where 
eight persons that were at harvest work, retiring into a 
church porch, a great clap of thunder and lightening 
came and struck them all dead. 



EXTRAORDINARY PBESERVATIOK. 

1 HE Terrace of Berne, in Switzerland, is a promenade 
elose to the Cathedral, where the shade of venerable 
chesnnt- trees, affords a refreshing coolness, even on the 
hottest day in summer. From this terrace, which is be- 
1>ctwcen six and seven hundred feet high, and is the work 
of human industry, is seen a range of lofty mountains^ 
whoii^ summits are buried beneath everlasting snowSj 
and, when illumined by the sun, appear like bean tifbl^ 
delicate clouds. Underneath runs the river Aar, Which 
precipitates itself with great noise from a considerable 
height. In the wall surrounding this promenade^ is the 
following inscription : 

" In honour of the Almighty and Miraculous Provi- 
dence of God, and as a memorial for posterity, this8t<nie 
was erected on this spot, from which Mr. Tliepbald 
Wenzapfli, when a student, fell on the 25th of May, 
1654'; after which accident he lived 30 years as Minister 
of Kerzcrsec, and died in an advanced age on the 85lh 
of November, 1694." 

However, extraordinary it may appear, that a man 
precipitated from such a height should remain alive, jet 
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the circumstance, according to the inhabitants of Bernet 
has never been called in question.^ The student^ it i% 
said, wore a wide gown, which being inflated by the aii;,. 
acted like a parachute, so that he fell quite gently to the 

;^round. 

MOVEMENT OF THE EARTH, 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SCIENTIFIC MUSEUM, 

Sir, 
Ai) otrurrcucc perhaps not lew extraordinary than Uiat recorded in yginr- 
Jast Number (page '279) is related by Sir Richard Baker, in speaking ^of 
the wunderful events in Queen Elizabeth's . reign, that writer gives tlM 
folluwiog account of Maaley-Uill. 

*^ In her ISth year, a prodigious earthquake happened 
in the east part of Herefordshire, in a little town called 
Kynaston* On the 17th of February, atsifx o'cloc)i:]i^ 
the evening, the earth began to open, and ap lull ^ with 9 
rock under it, making first a great bellowiog noise, Uftedf 
iiself up, and began to travel, bearing Jwith it the treei) 
that grew upon it, the sheepfolds and floclgi^ sheep abidn 
ing there at the same time. In the placti^ from wiienc€^ 
it first moved, it left a chasm 40 feetbroad^ and fourscore. 
ells long. The whole field was about 2 acres only., 
i^assing along, it overthrew a chapel standing in the way ^ 
removed a yew-tree, planted in the church-yard, from 
the west to the east: with the same torccit thrust bofore 
it highways, hedges, and trees ; made tilled lund into 
pasture; and Jigain tnrned pasture into iillagCp Having 
walked in this manner from Saturday evening till Mon- 
day noon, it then stood still." 

This was probably one of those slips of land which arc 
very common in hilly countries after a wet seasofi, a«^ 
happened lately to Beechen-cliff^ near the Old jSridge at 

Bath. 
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^th. — ^The 3'ew-trec in Kynaston chiirch-vard is still to 
Besti^n; and ihd bcU of the chapel was dng up a few 
years since. Yoqr's &c. 

- A. C. 

Account of a Man born tciiRout Arms or Legs, who taitly 
died at PefriSj agedsixtjf-trco years. 

TOTHK EDITOR OF THE SCIENTIFIC MUSEUM, 

Sir, 
If tlie fbllvnring: particulars relative to a remailcabte instuice of Arisr 

- mttwif in Che human species, 9houtd be considered worthy of m place ia 
* 3roQr amu9ing Miscellany, tliey may, perhaps, postew sofdMB intefMl Ibr 

thottof your readers who are fond of stndying thcrarieticsof flgart tad 
diqiosltion among mankiiKl. 

I am, your't, &e. 

1. C^ HL 



Marc CATOZZE, callcd the Little Jhsarfy wat bora# 
Venice, in the year 1741, of tall and robust parents* He 
had sevenil brothers, all of whom were tall and well made^ 
his body was not deformed, and appeared to belong io'^ 
mat! of five feet six inches ; he had neither arms nor legs, 
tlie pectoral members consisted of a very^ promment 
shoulder, and a perfect hand ; the lower part of tbie bod/ 
was very flat, terminating in a mis-shapen foot, bat eoa|y 
plete in all its parts. 

This man was well known ; he had spent the greatest 
part of his life in traversing: almost all the states of 
Europe exhibiting himself to the public curiosity. He 
attracted the multitude, not only by the singularity pS 
his forni, but likewise by the astonishing strengtii of hii 
jaws, and the dexterity with which he threw up into tbc 
air, sticks ajd other things with one of his liaads^ and 
caught them with the other. 

As he could scarcelv reach his mouth with ifaeMdi^ 

kis 
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fingers^ his greatest difficulty would have been to feed, 
himself without assistance^ if nature had not furnished, 
him with the' extraordinary power of protruding, and 
at the same time lowering his under jaW, as was discover* 
ed in dissecting his body after his death. « 

Though Cotozze could walk and stand upright on his 
' feet, yet he would have experienced great difficulty in 
reaching objects situated above, or at ascertain distance 
from his hands. He had tlicrefoi:/^ contrived to lengthen 
them, as it were, by a very simple insalrument which was 
to him of the utmost utility. This was a hollow piece of 
elder, about three feet in length, through which passed 
a cylindrical iron rod, fixed so as to slide up and down, 
and terminating in a very sharp hook. If he wished to 
lay hold of an object at some distance from his hand; 
for instance^ to button Ins clothes, to take up or setdowa 
his metal goblet; to pull the clothes upon him in bed, 
he took his tube (which he always kept near him) in one 
hand and pushed it between his fingers^ till he brought 
the hooked end towards the hand that was at llbtriy } 
then seizing the object that he wanted with the hook, hm 
drew \i towards him, turning it any way he pleased^ 
without letting go the stick, but drawing back tiie hooked 
piece of iron, as into a sheath. The habit of osing this 
instrument had rendered him so dexterous, that, by 
means of it he has frequently been sci^ to take up a 
piece of money from a table, or {com the ground. 

It will scarcely be credited, that a man of this descrip- 
tion should have met with several women whose aB'ections 
he had the art to gain ; at least, he frequently boasted to 
that effect* 

In his youth, Catozze travelled on horseback ; for tbiE 

purpose, h^ bad procured a particular kind of saddle^ 

and usually appeared in public, holding the reins, bcaU 

ing a drum, performing his excrciic with a musket, writ- 

Vot, IL T t ing, 
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ing, winding up his watch, cutting his victuals, &c. lf«!^ 
possessed a.. very robust constitution ; he was gay, and 
even merry, and took a pleasure in relating his travell^ 
and adventures; he spoke very well, and wrote English^ 
German, French, and Italian. The vivacity of his dis- 
position rendered bis conversation very interesting ; but 
he was addicted to wine and spiritous liquors, and was 
fond of good living. He was very obstinate, had much 
self-love, and a ridiculous haughtiness. When he went 
abroad for instance, he was drawn in a small vehicle, by 
a man whom he called his horse, and to whom he guve 
a few half-pence; but he never suffered this man, whonx' 
he considered as his servant, to eat with him* 

The lower extremities, as has been already observed^ 
consisted only of his feet ; yet he could use them for walk- 
ing in an upright position. More than once he haar 
been seen talking in the court of bis abode, and even td 
go nearly three quarters of a mile on foot. In order td 
Test himself, he turned out his toes as far as be could}^ 
supported, himself before on his stick, and behind against 
any place that he happened to be near ; and thu» re- 
ihained whole hours conversing with strangers whi 
called to see him. 

He expired at the age of 62, of an inflammation of 
the bowels; having for two years previous to his death^ 
coitiplaincd of violent pains of the cholic. 



REMARKABLK INSTANCE OF INTREPIDITY* 

On the celebration of the anniversary of his Majesty'v 
birth at Jersey, June 4th, 1804, the public joy experiencetl 
a sudden interruption by a dreadful accident, whieb^ but 
for the signal intervention of ProvidencfyWOiMhave prov« 
cddie destruction of the whole town. Atnoon,tbefoit^€ni 
the i:>land, and the artillery in the new fort on the \t^rig9 

' kiU, 



REMARKABLE INSTANCE Of iNTEEriDlTY. 331 

hill, fired a Royal Salute^ bj order of the ^Governor. 
After the ceremany, a corporal of the Invalid Compiny 
'of Artillery received the matches^ and locked them in the 
magazine at the top of the hill, vi'hich is bomb-proof; it 
contained 209 barrels of powder, a quantity of loaded 
lombs, cafssons full of cartridges, and other combiistiblea. 
About six ill the eretiing the sentries ob^erved^ a stnoke 
issuing from ati air-hole at the end af the magazine, and 
Immediately ran from the fort to give iliu alarm of lirej, 
when Mr, P. Lys, theSignalOfficer on the hill^aUoob^erv* 
ing the smoke, came towards it, and meeting two bro- 
thers, named Touzcl, who were employed by bim a$ 
carpenters, endeavoured to prevail on them to break 
open the door< One of them, however, refused, and went 
in search of the kej's ; but the other, named Edward, 
having requested a soldier, named Pontsney, to assist ^ 
him, he acqirieseed, and they agreed to sacrifice their 
lives. Touzel then proceeded to break open the door 
with an axe and a wooden bat, when, finding the magaxine 
on fire, he rushed into the flames, and threw out heaps of 
burning matches. At length, by the intrepidity oC thii 
man in particular, the fire was subdaed before the soldiers 
or inhabitaniji could reach the top of the hilL Captaio 
Leiih, and. the soldiers of the 3 1 st regiroentj then pro* 
ceeded to inspect and empty the magazine^ lest any 
sparks should remain undiscovered, when, wonderful ta 
relate, they found that two wooden caissons filled with 
ammunition had been attacked by the fire, and that one, 
containing powder*!iorns, cartridges, &e. was nearly half 
burnt through; an open bonel of powder was also 
situated under some of the beams which were on fire, and 
supported the roof! — The constable of the town sum- 
moned the inhabitants to meet, for the purpose of testily-^ ^ 
ing their gratitude towurdji ilic two brave mtn wboiciii* 
trepidity preserved thcin from destructioa. . 



\ 
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PATRICK O'BRIEN, 

The celebrated Ikisii Giamt, zaith a sinking likencsSj 

taken from Life. 
SVlR O'BRIEN is one of those extraordinary pheno- 
mena that, perhaps once in a century appear to the won- 
der and astonishment of mankind. In an accurate 
survey of this singular character, our surprize is ac- 
companied with pity and regret, as every movement ap- 
pears to be attended with trouble and a degree of pain. 
In the action of rising to salute or surprise his visitors, be 
places both his bands on the small of his back, and 
bowing his body forward, rises with considerable difficulty 
from his seat, generally consisting of a common sized 
table, on which is placed the cushion of a carriage. 
Mr. O'Brien has exhibited himself in Loudon at different 
periods during the last eighteen years; and for four at 
Jive successive Bartholomew Fairs^ he was to be seen iu 
Smithfield. His declining, however, this mode of ex- 
hibition, gave rise to the report of his death, and it wai 
not until his appearance was announced in die Hay- 
Market, that the rumour was contradicted. Many could 
not, even then, be satisfied that he was tUe same person 
they had formerly seen, before they paid him a visit for 
the purpose of indulging their curiosit}'. About fifteen 
years since, during the time lie was to be seen at Bar- 
tholomew Fair, he used frequently to walk about the 
streets, for the sake of air and exercise, at two or three 
o'clock in the morning. In one of these nocturnal ex- 
cursions it was my chance to overtake hiiu ; when he was 
accompanied by two genteel looking men of the com- 
mon size; on whose shoulders he 5uj)ported himself in the 
same manner we sometimes see a well grown man rest- 
ing bis hands on the shoulders of children of eight or 
ten years of age. Though I had frec^uently seen him in a 
room, I was so much struck with his appearance and man- 
ner 
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ner in the street^ that I observed him with much aUeDtion. 
Walkins^ up Ilolboru lie appeared to be grcutly fiuigued ; 
and rather might be said to shuffle alaiig than walk; as 
he never moved either of his feet (torn the stones, la 
proceeding along the more level pavement^ his body 
appeared more erectj and his head would have struck 
against many of the larrtpSj if" he4iad not avoided them. 
In this manner he pursued hh walk as htr m Staples luo^ 
when he tvi ned back in his way to Saiithficld {m I sup- 
pose) for 1 followed hiyi no larther than the cornei of 
Hatton Garden, 

Mr. O'Brien^ h at this time (1804) in his 3Sth year^ h 
eight leet seven inches in lieight^ and proporttonahl/ 
Justy ; his hand^ from the commuicement of the palm 10 
the end of the middle finger^ measures twelve inches; 
and his face, from the chin to the tup of his forehead 
precisely the same, so that his hand exactly covers his 
face (this by artists is deemed justproportiou); his thumb 
is about the siz*^ of a moderate man's wrist; and his shoe 
is seventeen inches long. Upon the vvhole> Mr- O^lijien, 
though possesdng every claim to our aUeniion^ on ac- 
count of his exliaordinary magnitudej i» not entitled to 
the denomination of a well made man. Hi^ litubs, it i« 
true, are not strikingly disproportioned ; but his figure 
wants that general symmetry which more commonly dis- 
tinguishes a man of ordinary dimensions* 

It is an unhappiiicsts too general among such as m^kc 
a practice of exposing their persons to public viewj ihui 
all the rest of mankind are alike ioclifferent to them. 
Hence neither connection nor friendship can posjsibly be 
estabhshed with such men; every endeavoiu" ta obtaiu 
information that might bo proper to elucidate t!ie history 
of their lives, is regarded with jealousy, an they imagiine 
that it proceeds from iiupertiiicnt or mischievous cu- 
riosity. 

Among 



Among those with whom Mr. O'Brien is most faxnilWj 
he sometimes relates the following anecdote: traTelliBg 
in a carriage^ peculiarly adapted to his use^ by sinking 
the foundation some feet^ so as to hold his legs .con« 
. venieutly^ he was stopped by a highwayman; putting bis 
•head forward to observe the cause that impeded his pro*-^ 
gress^ the highwayman was. struck with such a panic 
chat he clapped spurs to his horse and made a precipitate 
Ktreat. 

* . It has been asserted^ ii4tb what degree of truth I can* 
not say, that Mr. O'Brien is passionately fon4 of canb» 
and that he eagerly embraces jevery opportunity that 
•offers of engaging in that amusement, but that he can- 
not bear to lose with patience; not from a priscjplq of 
parsimony, but from the disgrace (as be conceives it)j9f <« 
being beat* 

The bill which announced bis return to London .tt\|i 
year (1804) runs thus : Just arrived in Town^ an4 tQ Is 
uen in a commodious roomy at No. 11^ Ha]fmarkH» 
nearly opposite the Opera House, the celebrated IrishGuiffi^ 
Mr. O'Brien, of. the Kingdom of Ireland, indi^puiMbl^ 
the tallest man ever shown ; is a lineal descendant of tifi 
old and puissant King Brien Boreau, and has,. in fenoss 
and appearandt, all the similitudes of that great jmd 
grand potentate. It is remarkably of this famUjf, that 
horccvcr various tlie revolutions in point offortwu tf 
alliance, the lineal descendants thereof, have beenfavwred 
by Providence zcith the original size and stature whieh Aras 
been sopeculiar to their family. — The gentlenutm hlbsie^ 
to ^measures near Nine Feet High. Admittance Q||9 
Shilling. ^ , 

Mr. O'Brien, when not in London, resides at s^ hoiMI 
' In Essex, formerly the mansion of a nobte fiyni^ 
but now converted into an inn. .Tliis phu}fi,)|9;|||f 
very properly pitched upon for his residence |^.) 




"built in the anciehi style^ with very lofty door-waTs and 
apartments^ it is parti tiilarly calcnlated for the receptioii 
of one who may justly be denominated the greater 
man in the United Kingdom. The boose is^ at present^ 
kept by a widow, for whom Mr. O'Brien is said t\> per-, 
form all transactions relative to the purchase or dja-** 
posal of her horses, &c. 

O'Brien and Byrne, are names peculiar to gigantic per- 
sons of the Irish Nation. In the year 1780, a Mr. 
Byrne was to be seen at Charing-Cross^ where he died, 
and was buried in St. Martin's Church yardv He was 
within two inches of eight feet at his death; and it was 
thought that the continuance of his growth proved fat^l 
to him, as he had not attained the £Oth^ear of his age 
when he died. — ^The following particular? have recently* 
been received from Ireland, relative to a man equaJly 
singular with the Great O'Brien, though we are not 
made acquainted with his. height. I should rather 
imagine that he more resembles Bright, our fat man of 
Essex, than his countryman O'Brien, from the circuin- 
stance of his being suffocated through fat, 

** The remains of the largest person ever known in Ire* 
land, at least since the days of Phil Macoul, the famous 
Irish Giant, were lately intencd in the church-yard of 
Koseunallis, in the Qeeen'^ County, The coffiui with its 
contents, weighed 52 stone, which amounts exactly to six 
hundred. It was borne on a very long bier, by thirty 
strong men, who were relieved at intervalf. The name of 
this extraordinary person was Roger Byrne, He lived at 
•r near Borros, in Ossory, and is reported to have died 
of no other disease but a sufTocation, occasioned by an 
extremity of fat, that sitopped the play of the lungs, and, 
put a period to hh life, in the 54th year of his age. He 
was 13 stone heavier than the noted Bright^ of MaWon/ 
whose waistcoat inclosed seven large mcii* Byrne waa at 

married 
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xaarricd man^ and it is remarkable his Mridpw ii a very 
snail womQn^ by whom he has left four boys^ the eldest 
libt seven *years did." 

It was the custom ^^ith many of our Kings to ke^p 
gigantic porters^ among whom the following are parti* 
cularly worthy ef notice. Walter Parsons^ born in the 
county of Stafford^ was porter to King James I* and 
might be truly called one of the wonders of bis age, for 
he was not only two yards and a half^ wanting but two 
inches high^ but had a due symmetry and proportion in 
all parts of his body; his strength was equal to his 
height^ courage to his strength^ and temper to hi^ courage; 
he would neither boast nor sneak to any man, but would 
often take two of the tallest yeomen of the guard under 
bis arms at once^ and order them as he pleased. 

William Evans, a native of Monmouthshire, in Walet^ 
was porter to King Charles I. immediately after Walter 
Parsons^ and may be called the giant of his time ; for he 
was two yards and a half complete, exceeding Parsons 
two inches in height, but no way equalling him in pre* 
portion of body ; for his knees knocked together>be went. 
sliuffling with his fcet^ and was somewhat lame ; yet 4ie 
once danced in an antimasque at Whitehall, and after 
scampering a while, he drew Jeffery Hudson^ the Qneen^ji 
dwarf out of his pocket, to the wonder and merriment of 
all the spectators. 

The stature of Daniel, the lunatic porter of OUver' 
Cromwell, is preserved by a circle marked on the terrace 
at Windsor Castle^ by which it appears he was coa* 
tiderably taller than the common race of men. 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Walesj ret^nedfor 
some time in his service as porter^ a native of Scotland, 
commonly called Big Sarn^ who was nearly eight feet 
bigb, lusty and extremely well made. This man's j&pe 
was in no wise inconvenient to him, be being* as i gj| ^ 

' '"A 
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as any man of six feet. He performed as a giant in the 
Romance of Cymon, at the Opera House, in the Hay- 
market, while the Drury-Lane contpany had the use of 
that house, till their own was rebuilt. His health de- 
clining in London he obtained permission of his Royal 
Highness to return to his native country, where he con- 
tinued for some time in the capacity of a serjeant in the 
army. A report was propagated of his having been 
drowned in crossing some lake in Scotland, which has 
however been since contradicted. 

Having, as far as came within tny kj^owledge, noticed 
the most remarkable of the modern giants, I shall at a 
future period, draw up from several memorandums in my 
possession an account of the earlier ones. 

JAMES CAULFIELD. 



Wonderful effects of the immoderate use of Spirituous 
Liquors. 

OOULD any consideration have weight with the deluded 
votaries of the odious vice of excessive drinking, surely 
the following facts must prevail upon them to abandoQ 
that pernicious habit. If it does not undermine their 
constitutions by slow degrees, it may probably produce 
sudden death, and that attended with circumstances of 
horror, capable of alarming the most indifferent. 

However wonderful the accounts contained in the 
subsequent pages may appear^ they are given on such 
authority as must remove all doubts respecting their 
truth from the minds of the most incredulous. If but 
one victim should be rescued from the jaws of destruc* 
tion, by the perusal of them, it will afford us the most 
sincere gratification. 

At Copenhagen, in the year I692, a woman of the , 
lower class, who, for three years, had used spirituous 

Vol. II. u u liquors- 
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liquors to such an excess that she would take no other 
noiuishmciu, having sat down one evening ou. a straw 
chair to sleep, was jjonsuined in the night-time, so that 
next morning no |>art of her was found,, but the skull and 
the exirenn* joints of lier fingers; all the rest of her 
body being reduced to ashes. 

The Countess Cornelia r>andi, who resided at the 
town of Cesena in Italy, aged ()(2, enjoyed a good state of 
health. One evening, having experienced a sort of 
drowsiness, she retired to bed, and her maid remained 
with her till she fell aslee|>. Next morning, when the 
girl entered to awaken her, she found nothing but the 
remains of her mistress in a most horrid copdition^ I^t 
the distance of four feet from the bed, was. a heap of 
ashes, in which could he distinguished the legs and 
arms nntoiuhed. Between the legs lay pie head, the 
brain of which, together with half of the posterior part of 
the cranium, and the whole chin had been consumedt 
Three fingers were found in the state of a coal; the rest 
of the body was reduced to ashes, and contained no oU; 
the tallow of two candles was melted on a table, but 
(he wicks still remained, and the feet of the candlcsUcks 
were covered with a certain moisture. The bed was not 
damaged; the bbd-clothcs and coverlid were thrown on 
one side, as is the case when a person gets np. The 
furniture and tapestry were covered with a moiH Icind 
of soot of the colour of ashes, whicli had penetrated into 
the drawers and dirtied the linen. This soot, having 
been conveyed to a neighbouring kitchen, adhered to the 
walls and utensils. A piece of bread in the cup-board 
was covered with it, and no dog w^ould touch it. The in- 
fectious odour had been communicated to other apart- 
ments. It is said that the Countess Bandi had been ac- 
customed to bathe her body in camphorated spirit of 
wine. 
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An instance of the same kind is recorded in a letter 
oF ^Ir. \Vilnier, surgeon: — Mary Clues, aged 50, was 
niueh addicted to intoxication. Her propensity to this 
vice had increased after the death of her husband, which 
ha[)jxMU'd a year and a half before. For about a year^ 
scarcely a day had parsed in the course of which she did 
not (hink at least lialf a pint of rum or aniseed >yater, 
flcr licalth gradually declined, and in the beginning c»f 
rebruary siic was attacked by the jaundice, and confined 
to liL-r bed. Though she was incapable of much action, 
and was not in a condition to work, she still continued 
her old habit of drinking every day, and smoking a 
pipe of tobacco. The bed in which 's^he lay stood paral- 
lel to tlie chimney of the apartment, at the distance oC 
about three feet. On Saturday morning the 1st. of 
March, she fell on the floor, and her extreme weakness 
having prcvcnled her from getting up, she remained in 
that state till some one entered and put her to bed. The 
follownig night she wished to be left alone; a woman 
quitt( d her at half j:)ast eleven, and according to custom, 
sliut the door and locked it. • She had put in the fire two 
large pieces of coal, and placed a light in a candle- 
stick on a chair at the head of the bed. At half after 
five in the morning a smoke was seen issuing through the 
window, and the door being speedily brokea open, some 
flames V. liicli were in the room were soon extinguished. 
ik'twecn the bed and the chimney were found the re- 
jnains of the unfortunate Clues; one leg and a thigh 
were still entire, but there remained nothing of the skiir, 
the muscles and the viscera. The bones of the cranium,. 
the breast, the spine, and the upper extremities were cn» 
tirely calcined, and covered with a whitish effltvrt^srcnce. 
T!ie people were much surprized that the funiiuuc' hswl 
sustained so little injury. The side of the bed which wu* 
irext to tile chimney had suffered the most; ihe wuod of 

u u 'i H 
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it was slightly burnt^ but the ather-oea, me clotheSj 
and covering were safe. Mr. Wilmer entered the apart- 
ments about two hours after it 1 id been opened, and ob- ' 
served that tlie walls and every ling in it were blacken- 
ed; that it was filled with a very disagreeable vapour, 
but that nothing excepting the body exhibited any strong . 
traces of fire. 

The transactions of the Royal Society of London, lik«- 
"wise furnish an instance of human cornbusiion equally 
extraordinary. — Grace Pitt, the wife of a fishmonger in 
the parish of St. Clement, Ipswich, aged about 60, had 
contracted a habit, which she continued for several 
years, of coming down every night from her bed-rooin, 
half-dressed, to smoke a pipe. On the night of the gth 
of April, J 744, she got up fr^m bed as usual* Her 
daughter who slept with her did not perceive that she was 
absent till next raorning, when slic awoke; Si ion after 
which she put on her clothes, and going down into the 
kitchen found her mother stretched out on the ri^^hl side, 
with her head near the grate; the body extended on the 
hearth, with her legs on the floor, wliii^li wa* of deal, 
having the appearance of a log of wood, consumed by u 
fire without apparent flame. On beholding this speeta- 
cle, the girl ran in great haste, and poured over her 
mother's body some water contained hi two large vesH^b 
in order to extinguish the fire ; while the fmid odour utid 
smoke which exhaled from the body ahiiofet suffocated 
some of the neighbours who had hastened to the girls 
assistance. The trunk was, in somt? measure, iiiei Herat- 
ed, and d a heap of coals rovered wilh while 

ashes. The h« I, the arms, the legs iuid the thighs had 
also participa in the burning. I1it.s woman it is siud 
had drank la; i ity of pirituous liquor in codj«- 

quence of o to artlmfAn*. nf i^(*|. j^ni^li^ 

ters had r d ar. ' , no fire m 
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the grate, and the candle had burned entirely out in th<* 
socket of the candlestick, which was close to her. Be- 
sides, there were found, near the consumed body, the 
clothes of a child, and a paper screen, which had sus- 
tained no injury by the fire. The dress of this woman 
. consisted of a cotton gown. 



An Account of that wonderful Animal the Cameleon, 
described by 6ir (jeorge Wheeler. 

iN EAR SMYRNA, are a great number of Camelcons, 
an animal which has sonic resemblance to a lizard, but 
hath its back gibbous, or crooked, like a hog, and. its 
feet have two claws before and three behind, which are 
not separated froai each other till near the ends. It has 
a long tail like a rat, and is commonly as big, but it has 
very little or no motion with its head. The CameleoHs 
are in great abundance about the old walls of the Castle, 
where they breed and lie in holes, or upon heaps of ruins. 
Sir George Wheeler says, I kept two of them twenty 
days, during which he made the following observations: 
their colour was usually green, darker towards the back, 
and lighter towards the belly, where it inclined to a yel- 
low, with spots that were sometimes reddish, and at 
others whitish; but the green often changed into «t dark 
colour like that of earth, without any appearance of 
green, and the whitish spots often vanished, but sometimes 
turned into the same dirt colohr, and at others into a 
dark purple. Sometimes, from being green all over, 
they would be spotted with black; and when they slejt 
under a white woollen cap, they would commonly, when 
uncovered, be of a white or a cream #d!our; but they 
would also torn white under a red cap, for they never 
turned either red or blue, though they often lay. under 
thone colours { but being placed upon green^ they would 

become 
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become grocn, and upon the dark earth would change so 
as exactly to resemble it. 

As our author was walkine by the side of the hill near 
the old castle, hr yaw maiiy that had changed themselves 
so as to resemble the eoiour ol tlie speckied stone wall, 
and were grev w.th sjots like moss. He found one on' 
the top of a ^rcen biish, whieh^ when he first ubserved 
it, was of a bri.zht ;:ie.Mi; liit it no sooner perceived 
that he saw it, but siarehing, he observed it creeping 
away to .a hole in the roik, it brMnc; changed to a dark 
brown, exactly like tl.;' r;;rlh, which was then, after a 
sh()w»r of rain, of tiiat eoloiir. 

The p'Aver of thus ehon<iiny; its colour, is given it by 
nature for its preservation; for it moves very slowly, lift- 
ing up it.> leg.^ high, and uot cjniek, as if it searched for 
liold to rliuil) u[)ward, which il ean do very well on a 
tre(», a bu^h, (u- wall. \\'iieii it snw itself in danger of 
being caught, it opened its mouth, and hissed like a 
.snake. 

Tiie eyes of the Cameleon are no less wond(;rful than 
the variation of the colours of the body: they are large 
in proportion to the si/e of its head, b^iug generally 
bigocr than a pea, and covered all over with a skin of the 
same substance with the body, the grain being in circles 
just to the eenlri', w here there is an liole no bigger than 
a small pin's head, by which it receives light, which 
niijst make the .mijc of its vision very acute. The head 
being immoveable, it cannot immediately turn to ob- 
jects; but to remedy this inconvenience, it can oolt only. 
move its eyes backward and forward, upward ilpdfdown-* 
w«ird, but one forward, and the other backward/ or one: 
upward and thco^ht-r downward. 

The tongue is a kind of little trunk, of a grifitly wiIh- 
stance, about half an inch long,, and hoUoWji joii^^tc^i 
its throat by a strong membrauoivs and ^hjf,. 
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in which it is sheathed when in the mouth. It will dart 
this above an inch out of its mouth, smeared with a glu- 
tinous substance, to catch flies, which stick fasl^ to it aft 
to birdlijne,. and so are brought into the mouth. Tb^se 
flies are the ordinary known food of the Cameleon; «b^j| 
like other ai^mals of a cold nature, as lizards and ser-^ 
pents, they will live a long time without susteuan^. 

Its tail is ot very great use in clhnbing, for it will twii^ 
about any thing so fast, that if its feet slip, it will sut/jf 
tain and recover its whole body by it. Our author pm 
one which he had caught into a glass, so deep that it 
could not reach near the brim with its fore-feet, nor 
could take any hold with its claws, and yet it got outg, . 
and almost escaped from him, as he afterwards saw, ky 
standing upon its fore-feet, and raising itself up back- 
ward, till it caught hold of tlie brim of the glass with it» 
tail, by the help of which it lifted out its whole body. 

In Guinea are many cameleons, and they are far from 
living on air alone. 

[In our next number we shall present our readers with 
further particulars ol* this curious animal.] *, 

TO THE EDITOR OF KIRBY's SCIENTIFIC MUSEUM. . 

Sir, 

There is something so awful and strikingly terrific, in the Younger Pliny'a 

relation of the first irrruption of Vesuvius, in which the Elder Pliny wat 

suffocated, that 1 imat^iiie it may be acceptable to most readers of yopur 

entertaining publication, particularly as this description is not generaUST 

known. 

Y'ours, &c. 

Pliny at the time of t Ir of Vi 

with a fleet under his c( I, 

Gulf of Naples; his sisi ; J t 

Pliny, being with him. On ^ 3t A 
year 79, about one in t' a , his 

him to observe a cloud of 
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He was in his study ; but immediately arose, alid went 
out upon an eminence to view it more distinctly. It Was 
not at that distance discernable from what moufttam idiit 
cloud issued, but it was found afterwards to asMnd from 
Mount Vesuvius. Its figure resembled that of a pine- 

*iree; for it shot up a great height in the form of a trunk, 
which%xtended itself at the top into a sort of braoijies, 
and it appeared sometimes bright, and sometimes dark 
ihd spotted^ as it was more or less impregDatod vitb 
earth and cinders. Tliis was a noble phenomenon fi>r 
the philosophic Pliny, who immediately prderei a light 
Tessel to be ^ot ready; but as he was coming out of die 

, houscj with his tablets for his observations, he leoeiVBda 
Ti6te from Rectina, a lady of quality, eameatlj enitmtt^ 
ing hijm to come to her assistance, since her filla ttdbip 
situate at the foot of Mount Vesuvius, there wat'lM way 
for her escape, but by sea. He therefore or dftfii d tife 
gallies to put to sea, and went himself on boards iridi 
intention of assisting not only Rectina, but others: fit 
the villas stood extremely thick upon that beantifvl coait. 
He steered directly to the point of danger, whence < 
fled with the utmost terror; and with so mac&< 
and presence of mind, as to be able to make and < 
his observations upon the motion and figune uf Ant 
dreadful scene. He went so nigh the moaataittf ikttt 
the cinders, which grew thicker and hotter the neartl fa 
approached, fell into the ships, together with pomioat 
stones and black pieces of burning rock: they wereUke* 
wise in danger, not only of being aground by the aad* 
den retreat of the sea, but also from the fait tiBg m ^V ^ 
which rolled down from the mountain, and o bati 'i w ted'al 
the shore. Here he .stopped to consider, windier Ipt. 
should return f to which the pilot adviung lliai^ ^] 
tone" said he, ^' befriends the brave ; carry »tO i 
jaianns*^' i^omponianus was then at Stal 
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mte^ by a gulf, which the sea after several windings, 
fbrms upon that shore. He found, him in the greatest 
consternation, he exhorted him to keep up his spirits ; and 
the more to dissipate his fears, he ordered, with an air 
of unconcern, the baths to be got ready; when, aflej 
having bathed, he sat down to supper with an apparent 
chearfulness. In the mean while the irruption from 
Vesuvius flamed out in several places with much vio- 
Ichce, which the dXrkness of the night contributed to 
render still more visible and dreadful. Pliny, to soothe 
the apprehensions of his friend, assured him it was only 
the burning of the villages, which tlic country people 
had abandoned to the flames : after this, he retired, and 
had spme sleep. The Court which led to his apartment 
being in some time almost filled with stones and ashes, if 
he had continued there any longer, it would have been 
impossible for him to have made his way out; it was 
therefore thought proper to awaken him. He got up, 
and went to Pomponianus and the rest of his company, 
who were not unconcerned enough to think of going to, 
bed ; they consulted together, whether it would be most 
prudent to trust to the houses, which now shook from 
side to side with frequent and violent rockings ; or to fly 
to the open fields, where the calcined stones and cinders, 
though light indeed, yet fell in large showers, and 
threatened destruction. In this distress they resolved for 
the fields, as the less dangerous situFfction of the two; 
nnd went out, having pillows tied upon their heads with 
Tiapkins, which was all their defence against the storms 
of stones that fell around them. It was now day every 
where elsie, but there a deeper darkness prevailed than in 
the most obscure night; which, however, was in some 
degree dissipated by torches, and other lights of vacious 
kinds. 

Vol. JI. xx They 
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Tl)ey thonght proper to go down farther upon t the 
shore, to observe if they might safely put out to sea; but 
they found that the waves still ran extremely high and 
boisterous- There Pliny, taking a draught or two of wa-' 
ter, threw himself down upon a cloth that was spread for 
him; when immediately the flames and a strong smell of 
sulphur, which was the forerunner of thern^ dispersed-, 
the rest of the company, and obliged him to arise. He 
raised himself, with the assistance of two of his servants^ 
for he was pretty fat, and instantly fell down dead :— 
Suffocated, as his nephew conjectures, by some gross and 
and noxious vapour; for he had always weak lungs^ and 
was frequently subject to a difficulty of breathing. As 
soon as it was light again, which was not till the third 
day after, his body was found entire, and without any 
marks of vioknce upon it; exactly in the same posture. 
that he fell, and looking more like a man asleep than 
>dead. The sister and nephew^ whom the uncle lefk at 
Misenum, contimicd there that night, but had their rest 
extremely broken and disturbed. There had been for 
many days before some shocks of an earthquake, 
which was the less surprizing, as they were always ex- 
tremely frequent in Campania; but they were so particu- 
larly violent that night, that they not oiily shook every 
thing, but seemed to threaten a total destrnct^n. When 
the morning eame, the light was exceedingly faint and 
langiiid, and. the buildings continued to totter; so that 
Pliny and his mother resolved to quit the towD^ and the 
people followed them in the utmost consternation. Having 
got to a convenient distance from the houses^ they atood 
still, in the midst of a most dangerous and dreadfal 
scene. The chariots they had ordered to be drawn ootj 
were so agitated backwards and forwards, though upon 
the most level ground, that they could not keep diem 
Xledfaqt, even by supporting them with large At^MK 

The 
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The sea seemed to roll back upon itself^ and to be driven 
from it9 banks by the convulsive motion of the earth; it 
Vas certaii) at least, that the shore was considerably en- 
larged, and several sea animals were left upon it. On 
the other side, a black and dreadful cloud, bursting with 
an igneous serpentine vapour, darted out a long trftin of 
fire, resembling flashes of lightning, but much larger; 
Soon afterwards, the cloud seemed to descend, and covet 
the whole ocean ; as indeed, it entirely had the island of 
CapresB, and the promontory of Misenum. Plitiy'^ 
mother conjured him strongly to make his escape, which, 
being young, for he was only eighteen years of age, he 
might easily do ; as for herself, her age and corpulency, 
rendered all attempts of that sort impossible: but he re-i> 
fused to leave her, and taking her by the hand, led her 
on. The ashes began to fall upon them, though in no 
great quantity ; but a thick smoke, like a torrent, came 
rolling after them. Pliny proposed, while they had any 
light, to turn out of the high road, lest Ihs mother should 
be pressed to death in the dark, by the crowd that followed 
tliem ; and they had scarcely stepped out of the path when 
utter darkness enfifely overspread them. Nothing diea 
was to be heard, says Pliny, but the shrieks of women, tlie 
screams of children, and the cries of men : some calling 
for their children, others for their parents, others for 
their husbands, and only distinguishing each other by 
their voices ; one lamenting his own fate, anothi^r that of 
his family, some wishing to die from the very fear of 
dying, some lifting up their bands Mthe Grods^ but the 
greater part imagining, that the l^t and eternal night 
was come^ which was tp destroy both the Gods and the 
world together. At length a glimmering light i^ppeared^ 
which however was not ttte return of >day, but only the 
forerunner of an apprQa<bbingJ)urst) of flames.. The fire 
luckily fell at a distance from tb^m:; then again they 

X X 2 were 
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were immerged in thick darkness^ and a heavy shoiiEer <>f 
ashes rained upon them^ which they were oblig^ewrjT: 
DOW and then to shake off to prevent being c|[iaMH and 
broised in the heap. At length tliis xlreadfiil datkiiess 
wiis dissipated by degrees^ like a cloud of smdte : tt^ re«l 
^y returned^ and even the Sun appeared, though veiy^ 
fduntly,, and as when an eclipse is coining out0^ ex^ry 
object seemed changed^ being covered over withi wbita 
ishes, as with a deep snow. Pliny owns very ftf^kly, 
that his support, during this terrible phasnomenon^ was 
>chiefly founded in that miserable, though strong taoMOf^ 
lation, that all mankind were involved in the samfs c«l»* 
mity, and that the world itself was perishing. They ns 
turned to Misenum, but without yet getting iid'oC 
fears ; for the earthquake still continued, while^ 
extremely natural in such a situation, several, endUimt* 
tic people ran up and down, heightening their OffHMid 
their friends calamities by terrible predictioaa. '. : - .^1 > 

This event happened A. D. 79> i^ the first yeanofftiit 
Emperor Titus; and was probably the first irtuplioB «f 
Mount Vesuvius, at least of any consequencefTiaadlkit. 
certain we have no particular accoua#«f any piwe^klig 
irruption. Dio, indeed, and other,ancient anthoni^ wpmk 
of this as burning before; but still they describe il;aa«0» 
vered with trees and yincs^ so that the irraptioiiit i 
have hcer\ inconsiderable. Martial has an epigr«ii| 
this subject^ in which he gives us a vt^w of Mtwomnn^mM 
it appeared before this terrible conflagraticoi.Wiilitf oot» 
Mr. Meln^pth's translation runs thus: 

** Here verdant Vipes o'erspread VcsmW ^defl^ 
The ^herons 4>rK>e hrre pour VI her purple lldeftl -^ 
This Bacchus lov'abc3ron4 his native Spen^. . : > 

Here dancing Satyrs j oy'd to trip the Green. 
/ Fnr ^Qre than S|;MUta this in Venus' Graoe, ■■:.*' y 

And great Alcides once renown'd the placet ., ..-.^ ^ '• 

' Now ihumn^ettib^r^ spread dif^wM^iuotifML' • «*'"lr^- • 

; . AQdgodsrc^jiltfitfi^canttmcslit^^ i.i\ 1|U#n* I 
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LOCAL SINGULARITIES OF A DTSTRICT IN YOHKSHXRV. 

The following Particulars arc extracted from a Manuscript of John Wat. 
son, Esq. who, aboat the Year 1730, resided at Malton, in Yorkshire. 

U PON the middle of Bramham Moor; a man maj 
see ten miles round him; within those ten miles^ there 
is as much freestone as will build ten cities as large as 
York^ and York is supposed to be as large as London 
within the walls. — ^Within those ten miles is as much 
good oak-timber as will build those ten cities — withia 
those ten miles there is as much limestone, and coals to 
burn it into lime, as will build those ten cities, l^ere 
is also as much clay and sand, and coals to burn them 
into bricks and tile, as will build those ten citie s - ■ 
Within those ten miles, there are two iron forges, suffix 
cient to furnish iron to build those ten cities, and lOfiOO 
tons to spare. — ^Within those ten miles, there is lead suf- 
ficient, and 10,000 fodder to spare. — ^Within those teH 
miles, there is a good coal s^am, sufficient to furnish 
those ten cities with firing for 10,000 years. — ^Within those 
ten miles, are three navigable Jcipers, Ouse, Ware, and 
Wharfe, at the foot of which a man mtfjr take shipping 
and sail to any part of the world. — Within those tea 
miles, are seventy gen tlemens' houses, all keeping coaches, 
and the least of them an esquire; and ten parks and fo« 
rests well stocked w^ith deer. — ^Within, those ten miles, 
there are ten market-towns, each of which may be sup- 
ported to return 10,000/.. per week." 



EXTRAORDINARY CHARACTER.. 

In the month of March, 1803, died, at ber house is 
St. Peter's-street, Canterbury, Mrs. Gelestina .Collins, 

widow. 
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Itig of any in all Dalmatia, or perhaps on the whole con- 
tinent. This truly degraded tribe possesses no instinct 
but that of destruction. In the district inhabited by it^ 
not a blade of corn, not a fruit tree, shrub or useful 
plant of any description is to be seen ; these senseless 
and improvident vrrelches tear up every thing that the 
earth is inclined to produce for their nourishment. As an 
fnstance of their inconceivable imbecility, while they 
destroy trees, grain, und even grass, jhey shev/ respect 
to thorns, thistler and briars, so that, having madly dc« 
prived themselves of every vegetable capable of furnish- 
ing the means of protracting their deplorable existence/ 
they arc obliged to feed upon insects, fish, or muscles; 
which the sea casts on their shores, or which the compas- 
sion of the fishermen of the neighbouring paru bestows 
upon their disgusting indigence. Without industry, 
care, energy, and probably even ideas, they sit the whole 
day at the doors of their miserable huts or on the rocks 
which surround them. Their features are haggard, their 
complexions taniied by the Sun, and darkened with mi-> 
sery. Their looks are expressive of fear; their hair 
black and flowing, their habits of body meagre, their 
limbs slender and proportioned. They are inore timid 
than wicked, more brutal than ferociou^; the most simple 
ideas never reach their minds! they are incapable alike of 
comprehending, recollecting, or imitating, and do notseem 
to imagine that any thing in the world can be either useful; 
convenient, or agreeable. It would be an insult to human 
nature to call them savages ; they possess neither their 
candour, simplicity, courage, nor spirit of independence. 
Savages are the first link in the grand chain of man- 
kind, and these people appear to be the last. Their origin 
is unknown, but they are said to have been at one time 
formidable to the Turks. Tliey may probably be 
some wretched remnant of the U;»coques,.wlio being held 

in 
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in general detestation^ Kud being reduced by the change' 
of war, or other calamities, have lost for ever, under 
the lash of of terror, both the sensation of their misfor-* 
tunes and of their misery ; in whom not only the dignity 
of human nature, but likewise the faculties of the under«> 
itanding, together with reason itself are extinguished. 

Such are the observations of M. Cassas ; and they agree 
with those made on these people by the Abbe Fortis, wha 
•ays: '^Notwithstanding the abundance and variety of 
the fish cast in various seasons of the year on the strand 
of Slosella, the indolent inhabitants neglect every me- 
thod by which they might be turned to advantage/ They 
ere contented to live from hand to mouth, and devour 
^vithout bread, and frequently without any kind of pre- 
paration all the fish they take. In spring these silly 
peasants live entirely upon cuttle-fish. They catch them 
by immersing in the water branches of trees, to which 
this fish adheres for the purpose of depositing its spawn} 
and if, to procure even this sustenance, a more compli- 
cated contrivance were necessary, I believe they would 
8tar\'e, rather than take the trouble to employ it. Tliey 
are equally enemies to iheir own welfare, and that of 
others; so that to prevent the introduction of large fish« 
ing nets by their lord, they rolled large stones into all 
the deep waters near the shore, where lliey would have 
been of infinite advantage to them." 



jdn Jccount of the Birth and Education of the unfortu* 
fiate Prince, who zcas secluded from Society by Cardi^ 
9ials Richelieu nwrfMAZARiN ; ajid afterwards impri* 
zoned by order of Lewis the xi\th. 

[From Mcnioircs du Marcchal Due de RicLrlieu, 3tc.] 

i HE unfortunate Prince whom I have brought up, and 
taken care of till the close of ray life, was bom Septem*. 

ber 
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ber 5, IS^S, at half paJt flight. His brother, the present 
sovereign, was born in, the mdrning of the same day> 
about twe|v^ o'clbcjc. ]^ut the births of these princes 
presented U striking coiltrast, for the eldest's was as iSplen- 
did an4 brilliant as (h0 youngedt'tf was melauchol^^ and 
private. , 

The Kjiigj soon after the qiieeil w^ safely delivered of 
the first pfiucei was infornaed by the niidvvife, that her 
majesty was still in labour. This intelligence alarmed 
him greatly> and h^ ordered the ch^ndellof of France, 
the first almoner, the queen's confessor^ and myself, to 
reuiain in her aparti^eni till she was delivered, as he 
wished us to be witnesses of the.i^teps which he meant to 
take, if she gave birth to another dauphin; for it had 
been foretold by some shepherds, that the queen was 
pregnant. ^ with two sons; they also reported, that they 
bad obtai^ed.this knowledge by divine inspiration. This 
report was soon circulated through Paris, and the people, 
alc^rxned by it, loudly asserted, that if this prediction 
should b^ verified, it would cause the total ruin of the 
Rtate. . The archbishop of Paris was soon informed of 
these transactions, and after conversing with the divinesj 
ordered the shepherds to be closely confined in the pri- 
son of Lazarus; for the serious effect their prophecy 
had produced in the minds of the people, had given the 
king some uneasiness, because it made him reflect oa the 
disturbances he had to fear in his kingdom. He inform- 
ed the cardinal of this prediction, who in his answer said,, 
that the birth of two dauphins was not impossible, and 
that if the peasants' prophecy should be realized, the 
last-born must be concealed with the greatest care, as he 
might, when he grew up, conceive that he had a right to 
the crown, and cause another league in the kingdom. 

During the queen's second labour, which lasted seve- 
ral hours, the king was tormented by his apprehensions, 
* YoL. II. Y Y foe 
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for he felt a strong presentiment^ that he should soon'lie 
the father of two dauphins, tie desired the bishop of 
Meaux not to leave the qneen till she was delivered, and 
aftcnvards turning to us all^ said^ sufficiently Ibvd to be 
heard by the queen, that if another dauphin should be 
bori^ and any of us should divulge the secret, our heads 
should answer for it: for, added he, his birth must be a 
secret of state, to prevent the misfortunes which would 
evidently follow the disclosure; as the sallc law has 
been silent concerning the inheritance of a kiogdomj oa 
the birth of male twins. 

The event, which had been foretold, toon after werirtti, 
for the queen, whilst the king was at supper, gave fmtk 
to u second son much smaller and handsomer than Ae 
first ; and the poor infant, by his incessant cries, seedled 
to lament bis entrance into it world where so mudhttiiaery 
was in store for him. The chancellor then drew^ die 
Tcrbal-process- of this extraordary event, but the Ung 
not approving of the first, it was burnt in our prelnife, 
and it was not till after he had written a great maajtial 
his majesty was satisfied. Tlie first almoner eniAea* 
voured to persuade the king, that he ought not to conceal 
the birth of a prince ; to which his majesty replied^ thai 
a reason of state absolutely required the most invioUile 
sccrer}'. 

Tlie^king soon after dictated the oath of l ecrec y^ 
which he desired us all to sign ; when this important 
business was concluded, he scaled the oath to the ^ekbal 
process, and took possession of it. The royal infioit im 
then given into the hands of the midwife; but, to deter 
her from revealing the secret of its birth, she waa me- 
naced with dcatli if she ever gave the least hint df it; 
we were all, likewise, strictly charged not even to oob* 
verse with each other on the subject* 

His majesty dreaded nothing so much as a dffl'Wi^ 
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and he thought that the dissentions which would cer- 
taiuly occur between the two brothers^ if they were 
l)roughtupas 9uch^ would certainly occasion one; the 
cardinal, also, when he was invested with the superinten- 
dence of the prince's education, did every thing in his 
power to keep this apprehension alive. 

The king ordered us to examine carefully the poor 
child's body, to see if he had any marks by which he 
might hereafter be known, if his brother should die ; for 
the king always purposed, in that case, to put the royal 
infant in possession of his rights ; for this reason, after 
having made us all sign the verbal-process, he sealed it 
with the royal seal. 

During the infancy of the young prince, Madame Pc- 
Tonnette, the midwife, treated him as if he were her own 
son; but from her great care and manner of living, 
every one suspected that he was the illegitimate son of 
&ome rich nobleman. 

As soon as the prince's infancy was over. Cardinal 
Mgzarin^ on whom his education had devolved, con- 
signed him to my care, with orders to educate him in a 
manner suitable to the dignity of bis birth, but in private. 
Mad. Peronnette continued to attend him, in my house 
in Burgundy, till her death ; and they were warmly at* 
tacbed to each other. 

I had frequent coaversations with the queen during 
the subsequent disturbances in this kingdom ; and her 
majesty has often said to me, that if tbe prince's birth 
should be discovered during the life of the young king, 
his brother, the mal-coatents would, she feared, tuke 
advantage of it to raise a revolt among the people ; for, 
she added, that it was the opinion of many able physi - 
clans, that the last-boiti of twins was the first conceived, 
and of course the eldest. This fear did not, lioiyevcr, 
prevent the queen from preserving, with th^ greatest 

Y y a care. 



••a/. 



956 ACCOUNT OF THIS MAN WITH TRS ttW lMn« 

care, the written testimonies of the ptince*« birth; fep 
she intended, if any accident had befnilen his bfother, 
to have recognised him, though she had anotH^ tSQii. 

The young prince received as good an edticatt6nf« as I 
could have wished to have received mytelf in similar 
circumstances; and a hetter one than was bestowed on 
the acknowledged [Jrinces. 

When he was about nineteen, his desire to l^n'ow who 
he was increased to a great degree, and he tormented 
me with continual solicitations to make him iu:qiiahited 
with the author of his existence; the more earnest 
he was, the more resolute were my refusals; HQil when 
he saw that his entreaties did not avail, he ende^^Tomed 
to persuade me that he thought he was my ton. Often 
when he called me by the tender name of fitdierjt did I 
tell him that he deceived himself; but, atlengtfaj seeing 
that he persevered in this opinion, I ceased to coBtrac 
diet him, and gave him reason to believe that he was 
really my son. He appeared to credit thisj with a view, 
no doubt, of forcing me by these means to reveal the 
truth to him; as I afterwards learned that he was at 
that very tinie doing all in his power to discover who he 
was. 

Two years elapsed in this manner, when an impradeat 
Hction, for which I shall ever reproach myself, revealed 
to him the important secret of his birth. He kn^ew th>t 
I had received, at that time, many expresses from the 
king; and this circumstance, probably, raised some 
doubts in his mind, which he sought to clear ^p bj 
opening my scrutoire, in which I had impmdently left 
many letters from the queen and the cardinal. He ivad 
them; and their contents, aided by his natural pene^nh 
tion, discovered the whole secret to him. •.' ■ • 

I observed about this time, that hiS' manners 



quite changed, for instead of treating me witfa-'ibai^MEnBt 
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tion and respect which I was accustQined to receive from; 
him, he became surly and reserved. This alteratioQ ub 
first surprised me^ but I too soon learnt the cause. 

My suspicions were first roused by bis asking me, with 
great earnestness, to procure him the portraits of the 
late and present king, I told him in answer, that there 
had been no good resemblances of either drawn, yet; ' 
and that I would wait till some eminent painter should 
execute their pictures. 

- This reply, which he appeared extremely dissatisfied 
with, was followed by a request to go to Dijon : the exp» 
treme disappointment he expressed on being refused^ 
alarmed me, and from, thatauoment I watched l^is mo-* 
tions more closely^ I afterwards learnt that his motive 
for wishing to visit Dijon was, to see the king's picture; 
be had an intention also of going from thence to the 
court, that was then kept at St. Jean^e-Luz, to see^ and 
compare himself with his brother. 

The young prince was then extremely beautiful; and 
he inspired such an affection in the breast of a young 
chambermaid, that, in defiance of the strict orders which 
all the domesticks had received, net to give the prince 
anything he required without my permission^ she pro- 
cured him the king's portrait. 

As soon as the unhappy prince glanced his eye on it, 
he was forcibly struck by ita resemblance tohimself; and 
well he might, for one portrait would have served for 
them both;— This sight confirmed all his doubts, and 
made him furiov's. He instantly flew to me, exclaim* 
ing, in the most violent passion. This is 4he king ! and I 
am his brother: here is an undeniable proof of it« He 
then shewed me a letter from Cardinal Mazarin that he 
had stolen out of my scrutoire, in which, his birth waa 
inentioned. 

I now feared that be would contrive means to escape ta 
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016 court during the celebration of bis brother^< a«|k 
lials ; and to prevent this meeting, which I gremdj dread- 
ed, I soon after sent a messenger to the king to.mfonii 
liim of the prince's having broken open my scmtoire; lif 
which means he had discovered the secret ot hit fafrdi; 
I also informed him the effect this discovery, had pro- 
duced in bis mind. On the receipt of this letter, his 
^dajesty instantly ordered us both to be impritoned. The 
cardinal was charged with this order; and jai.thai 
time acquainted the prince, that his imprqpcr 
was the cause of our common misfortune* . 

I have continued from that time till this wmnoit a 
lellow prisoner with the prince ; and now feeling 'flMl die 
awful sentence to depart this life has been ptooomnofAhf 
my heavenly Judge, I can no longer refose to i 
my own mind and my pppiFs, by a candid 
this important fact, which may enable him to 
himself from bis present ignominious state^ if 
should die without issue. Ought I to be oUigadbj^a 
forced oath to keep a secret ipviolably^ with whidi { 
rity ought to be acquainted i 

This is the historical memoir which the regent t 
to the princess : it does not, indeed, certify that ♦bFrjnrinwr 
was the prisoner known by the name of the ii 
but all the foregoing facts agree so well with Ih6 < 
ordinary anecdotes related of this mysterioos j 
that it appeals beyond contradiction, that Chhi 
fills up the vacuum relative to the beginning of i 
I will therefore subjoin some of the authpntidc I 
which have been given to the publick of th^ lyiip Jd^dt. 
since he arrived with Mr, de Saint^Mars at the ain|ei||fi^ 
son in the Isle Sainte Marguerite, 

The first person who mentions the IffonnnMk.ji^ jp 
anonymous author, in a work entitled, Memcf|nkJ||S^|||i 
Court of Persia; he related ntaoy autli nSfM^Mfk- 
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respecting the prisoner^ bot is totally mistaken in hh 
conjectures concerning his rank. These memoirs no 
sooner appeared, than a crowd of literary men endea- 
voured to prove who this prisoner was whose extraordi- 
nary treatment had excited such universal curiosity. One 
asserted that he was the Duke of Beaufort^ who was cer- 
tainly killed by the Turks whilst he was defending Can- 
dia^ in the year 1699. P'Or in the first place it is well 
known that the Ifon-mask was in confinement at Pigne- 
rol before he came to the Isle Saint Marguerite, in tb^ 
year 1662: besides^ how was it possible for Ibe duke to 
be stolen from bis nrmy so secretly as to escape disco- 
very? For what reason also ivas he imprisoned ? and why 
was it necessary for him to be constantly masked ? Others 
contested, that the prisoner was the Cotrht Yermatidois, 
a natural son of Louis th6 XlVth^ who died publicly of 
the small-pox in 1683. Anodibr author contended, thit 
he was the duke of Monmouth, who was beheaded at 
London in 1675: even allowing it possible that Lonfs 
would have consented tp imprison the Duke to oblige 
king James, is it probable that he would have continued 
the pleasing office of jailor, after his death, to oblige a 
sovereign with whom he was at war i 

All these chimeras are now dissipated by this impor- 
tant relation; and the uncommon precautions which 
were used to conceal the fac^ of the man in the iron* 
mask, is a further proof that be was the identical princie 
mentioned in the memoirs; for he was never permitted 
to walk in the court of the Bastille without his mask : 
which he was forbidden to take off, even in the presence 
of his physicians. Would this precaut^n have been 
taken, if his face had not been a striking likeness of one 
well known throughout all Fran<je i and what face could 
this be but that of his brother, Louis the XlVth, td 
^hom this unfortunate prince bore so great a resemblances 

Uxat 






ibat a slight glance pf himi it W4|i feiM^iiWon^ hav;!^ 

betrayed the secret which was so ardeiidy^witb^ t;^ 1^ 

concealed^ Why> also, faad> he an It^n^ mm^^ girta 

him, though he had no foreifnfaecent^i6r}ia4hl^ fllg^ 

t^tof his burial at St. Piul^s bhtirch helSiOaUi^ Mardii* 

all. Voltaire seems to *ha¥e been the/ o»1y liorlter? who 

-iTas acquainted with the ijnystaflj I6£ t^is^eXittfoNiilMNrjr 

xprisoner's bi]rt)i; though, nojtwiid^^nding ilfe rfieliified 

-manjAatithentick anecdotes of hfim|?hg.e<raft|lly itfeaoiBitofl 

'i^* . ■* • • •i-y '♦!■! ■' : i f »rr«'^ }d *>m»'! ^■i kn 

,, We wiUi^w give the re^^ a succii^t f^co^p|t^of tj^ 

.ipan in the iron mask, extracted frotia ,^l9i^^ writj|)^^|^ 

^^^Itptire, and mapij^Qtber eminent autl^ojri^,,j A^.^^ 

jDai99^hs afccj; |lie deatl]^ .pf cardinal ^S^i^j^l^^^f^ j^^^ 

^priscjMier arrived, at. the Ule qf .^^fPlf ,lr*fy«TO&f^ 
.Whpse appearance ^xcHe^ii veirs^,,^iji^g|;f^(iy^ 
4}ers weie graceful. and dign d, ^f^ Vfim^-ftf^l^^ 
fiddle size, and his face.e^iffi? pely^^ap^^igji, ^j^ ^ 
way thither be constaut|yv>vore ^ ^^^i^f'^^^jj^fi^^ 
Hiprings, toeaable him tqrjeat ^*(b«BVM*i»g7^^©# 
.was,, at first, believed that this m^ ^Kfn}4(|jp^|^ 
pf iron, from whenqc he acqj 34 tHejnffl9iMj||f| W 
with the iron mask. His^tte §fi^ jb^ ^Pf?^l^^S^g^ 
to kilt him, if he attempted tp ^e o^-^i^faffi!^ fRfl^ 
^over himself. . .<r .)Jr b ^noiiuim f&m 

. The prisoner remaiili^vl in thifl isle mU > t|^f yf^i^ il9Hh 
^hea the governor of Pignut beiijg fB^<^ ,1M|P 
^ovt^rument of thf Bastille, c 4ttcted i|it% { tUAkltt^ 
tt^ss. In his^^ way thitht}?, h^ toppe4 ..w4^ t^Wlrli^ 
estate near Palteau. , Jhe, oner >| j i| u| JU# H jJiBJI 
litter, surrounded by^a ni^i roaif guiur^ i9|i'^^ii|||pg|^ 
Mr. de Saint Mar^ ate at the spime , t^^l^^ifii^i jgp 
all the time they resided* at Palteau; but the latter 
was always placed' with hia barl^ ^ti^wjirri* ihn win* 
dows; and ihe peasants, whc^ \ eept con-* 



it^ntly 
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for several years, was sitting in her elbow chair before the 
lire, while her waiting-maid went out of the room a fow 
moments. On her return, seeing her mistress on fire, she 
immediately gave an alarm, and some people having come 
to her assistance, one of them endeavoured to extinguish 
the flames with his hands, but they adhered to it as if tiiey 
had been dipped in brandy or oil on fire. Water was 
brought and thrown on the lady in abundance, yet the 
fire appeared more violent, and was not extinguished tiU 
she was all consumed. Her skeleton, exceedingly black, 
remained entire in the chair, which was only a little 
scorched ; one leg only and the two hands detached 
themselves from the rest of the hones.' It is not known 
whether her clothes caught fire by approaching the 
grate. The lady was in the same place in which she sat 
every day ; there was no extraordinary fire, and she had 
not fallen. What makes me suppose that the use of 
spirits might have produced this effect, is that I have 
been assured, that at the gate of Dinan an accident of 
the like kind happened to another woman, under similar 
circumstances. 

To the above we shall add two other facts of the same 
kind published in the Journal de Medicine (Vol. 69. p. 
440.) The first took place at Aix in Provence, and is 
thus related by Muraire a surgeon : In the month of Fe- 
bruary 1779, Mary Jauffret, widow of Nicholas GraVier, 
shoemaker, a short woman, but exceedingly corpulent, 
and addicted to drinking, having been burned in her 
apartment, my colleague, M. Rocas, who was com- 
missioned to make a report respecting her body, found 
nothing but a mass of ashes and a few bones/ calcined 
in such a manner, that on the least pressure they wert 
reduced to dust. The bones of the cranium, one band 
and a foot bad i;i part escaped the action of the fire. 
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it up, and carried it to the governor. He was alarmed 
at the sight of it; and asked the man with great anxiety, 
whether he could read, and whether any one else had 
seen the plate? I cannot read, replied the fisherman; 
and no one el$e has seen the plate, as I have this instant 
found it. The man was, however, kept till the governor 
was well assured of the truth of his assertions. 

He made another attempt to make himself known^ 
which was equally unsuccessful. A young man, who 
lived in the isle, one day perceived something floating 
under the prisoner's window, and on picking it up, he 
discovered it to be a very fine shirt, written all over. He 
carrricd it immediately to the governor, who, after un- 
folding it, appeared in the greatest consternation. He 
enquired of nlie young man whether he had had the 
curiosity to read what was written on it? He answered 
no; but notwithstanding this reply, he was fbund, af^w 
days after, deiid in his bed. 

The fate of the iron-mask excited great curiosity; and 
a young officer, who visited Mr. de Saint Mars, whea 
lie resided at Sainte Marguerite, was so desirous to sec 
him, that he bribed a sentinel, who was stationed in a 
gallery under the prisoner's window, to let him take bia 
place for a short time. — He had a perfect view of him 
from thence, us he was then without his mask. His face 
was fair and handsome; and his person tali, and finely 
fornied. His hair was perfectly grey, though he was only 
in the flower of his age. He spent the whole nighcia. 
walking up and down the room. 

Father GriflTet, in his Journal of the Bastile, says, 
that on the 8th of September, I698, Mr. d^ SaMit Mskr^ 
' newly-created governor of that fortress, made his first 
entrance into it, bringing with him an ancient Jjri- 
soner, whom he had taken care of at Pignefol, and! at 
the Ijgle Salute Marguerite. His name was not meaiilii|d» 
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and he was kept constantly masked. An apartment wail 
prepared for him, by order of the governor, before his 
arrival, fitted up in the most convenient style. When 
he was allowed to go to mass, he was strictly forbidden 
to speak, or uncover his face; and orders were given to 
the soldiers to fire upon him if he attempted either. As 
he passed through the court, their pieces were always 
pointed towards him. 

This unfortunate prince died the IQtlT of November, 
1703, after a short illness, and was buried in St. Paul's 
church. The expence of his funeral amounted only to 
forty livres. His real name and age were concealed from 
the priests who buried him; for, in the register mad^ 
of his funeral, it was mentioned, that he was about forty 
years old; and he had told his apothecary, some time 
before his death, that he tliought he must be sixty. 

It is a well-known fact, that every thing which he Lad 
used was, after his death, burnt and destroyed; even to 
the doors of his prison. His plate was melted down ; 
and ilie walls of his chamber were scraped and white- 
washed, rsay, suoh wi*s iiie fear of his hu\ing!efta ^ 
letter or any uiark, which m:ght lead to disrover wluj he 
wa8| that the very floor of his room was ttikea iijs ivnA I 
the ceiling taken down* In short, every corner was 
searched intOj that no trace might remain of hirn* 

The result of these extraordinary acc4)uuts is^, that the 
Iron^mask miutlmve been a person of great c^onsequencei^ ^ 
and what per^^on ctniW havfi been of snfticicnt conse-^ 
que nee, excepting thi^- prince, to give riie lo the ^bove- ;' 
mentiuned precautions to prevent any discovery of ' 
hh face and rank. For^ on the slightest probabiUt^^ of 
m discovery, the governor cxpresst-d the greatest con- 
<^ternation ; and thti eflectuul steps whleU he look to 
silence all those who were so unfortunate as to find any 
thing on which the poor prisoner had written, was ana- 

z z 2 thee 
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ther striking proof thnt bis being concealed was of tho 
utmost consequence to tbe king and the ministry. 



An Account y i^c, of a Murder^ committed in Cbipple* 
GATE Parish, Dec. 16, 1695, related by Mr. Smi- 
thies, Curate of that Parish, and attested by Dr, 
Fowler, then Bishop of Gloucester. 

JL HKEE men came to Mr. Stockden's hpus^ in the 
evening, and called for drink, and staid late, though 
Mr. Stockden desired them to be gone, As he sat in his 
chair, one of thein cried come, and immediately seize4 
him, and Mary Footman his kinswoqian and house- 
keeper, bound her, and thrust a handkerchief into her 
mouth ; two of them strangled Mr. Stockden with a lin- 
nen cloth, struck him with the lock of a pistol on the ^ 
forehead, and killed him. Tbcy took what money an4 
plate they could find. 

Soon after Mr. Stockden appeared to Mrs Greenwood^ 
a neighbour (in a dream) and shewed her a house in 
Thames Street, where Maynard one of the murderers 
was ; the next morning she went and enquired for him^ 
and was informed he was just gone out. Mr. Stockd^ 
appeared again, and described him, and told her a Wire* 
drawer must take him ,• one of that trade, and bis inti- 
mate, was accordingly found, who for a reward of Tcft 
Pounds was prevailed upon to undertake it: ppon ^bicb 
he was taken, and carried to Newtrate. confessed tbe 
fact, and impeached three others^ Marshy ^yilj an4 
Mercer. Marsh, though not present at the ^urder^ was 
he setter on, and bad a share of the booty; ap^ heaifDg 
of the information against him, ran away. 

Mr. Stockden appeared again to Mrs. Gre^i^wpod, and 
led her to a house in Old Street^ shewed 1 ?jf fi pair <tf^ 
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^tairs, and told her one of them lo^gjed there. Thither 
ihr next morning she went, heard of him, aud by pur- 
suing from place tu place. Marsh was tiikqn. 

Bevil \yas discovered in like uianaer bj Mrs. Greenwood 
dreaming that Mr. Stockden had her over the bridge, up 
the Borough into a yard. Thereupon ^he went the next daj 
to the Marshalsea, where she found biinj being brought 
thither for coining; he was removed to Newgate, and 
confessed the fact, 

Mercer did not consent to the murder of Mr. Stock- 
den, and preserved the life of Mr^ J^*>oLman; nor did 
Mrs. Greenwood dream aoy thing concerning him. He 
became evidence aad eicaped ; the other three were exe* 
cuted. After thi'^ Mr, Stockden came to her and said, 
^' Elizabeth, 1 tfiank theei tbe God of Heitven reward 
thee, for what thou hast done!*' ftftcr which she reposed 
quiet. 

FARTHER ACCOUNT OF PERSONS DES^ROYBD BY INTER-* 
NAL FIRE. 

[Concluded from Page 341.] 

IN a Memoir on spontaneous burning, Le Cat mentions 
several other instances of combustion of the human 
body. Having, says he, spent several months at Rheira» 
in tlie years 17^4, aiul 17'2r?, I lodged at the house of 
Sieur Millet, whose wif^ got intoxicated every day. 
The domestic concerns of the family were managed by a 
pretty handsome young girl, which I must not omit to 
remark, in order that all the circiuiiatances which I am 
about to relate n^f^y be better understood. This womcto. 
was found consumed on the 20th of February, 1725, at 
the distance of a foot i^od a half from the hearth in her 
kitchen. A part of her head only, with a portion of the 
lower extremitie3, and a few of the vertebrae had escap- 
ed 
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ed combustion. A foot and a half of the flooring under 
the body had been consumed; but a kneading-trough 
and a flour-tub which were very near the body sustained 
jio injury. M. Chriteen, a surgeon, examined the re- 
main* of the body with every judicial formality. Jean 
Millet, the husband, being interrogated by the Judges^ 
who instituted the enquiry into the affair, declared, that 
about eight in the evening of the IQth of February, he 
bad retired to rest with his wife, who not being able to 
sleep, had gone into die kitchen, where he thought she 
was warming herself; that having fallen asleep, be was 
wakened about two o'clock by an infectious odour^ and 
that having run to the kitchen, he found the remains of 
his wife in the state described in the report of thephysi7 
cians and surgeons. The judges having no suspicion of 
the real cause of this event, prosecuted the affair with 
the utmost diligence. It was very unfortunate for Mil"* 
let, that he had a handsome servant maid, for neither 
his probity nor innocence was able to sate him fiom the 
suspicion of having goi rid of his' wife by a concerted 
plot, and of having arranged the circumstances in such 
a manner as to give it the appearance of an accident. 
He experienced, therefore, the whole severity of the 
law; and though by an appeal to a superior and vi»ry en- 
lightened court, which discovered the cause of the com- 
bustion, he came off victorious, he spflered so much 
from uneasiness of mind that he was obliged to pass the 
remainder of his mehincholy days in a hospital. 

Another instance almost exactly similar to the precede 
ing is also related by I^e Cat. M. Boineau, cur6 of 
Plerquer near Dol, sjiys he, wrote tome the following 
letter, dated February 22, 1749. — Allow me to comnm- 
nicate to you a fact which took place here about a foirC* 
night tigo. Madame dc Boiseon^ eighty years of age^ 
exceedingly meagre, who had drunk nothing bnt" sptrHi 

for 
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for several years, was sitting in her elbow chair before the 
lire, while her waiting-maid went out of the room a few 
moments. On her return, seeing her mistress on fire, she 
immediately gave an alarm, and some people having come, 
to her assistance, one of them endeavoured to extinguish 
the flames with his hands, but they adhered to it as if they 
had been dipped in brandy or oil on fire. Water was 
brought and thrown on the lady in abundance, yet the 
fire appeared more violent, and was not extinguished till 
she was all consumed. Her skeleton, exceedingly black, 
remained entire in the chair, which \ras only a little' 
scorched; one leg only and the two hands detached 
themselves from the rest of the hones."* It is not known 
whether her clothes caught fire by approaching the 
grate. The lady was in the same place in which she sat 
every day; there was no extraordinary fire, and she had 
not fallen. Wiiat makes me suppose that the lk^e of 
spirits might have produced this effect, is that I Iiave 
been assured, that at the gate of Dinan an accident of 
the like kind happened to another woman, under similar 
circumstances. 

To the above we shall add two other facts of the same 
kind published in the Journal dc Medki/ic (VoL GQ. p. 
440.) The first took place at Aix in Provence^ and 19 
thus related by Muraire a surgeon : In the month of Fe- 
bruary 1779, Mary Jauffret, widow of Nicholas GraVier, 
shoemaker, a short woman, but exceedingly corpulent, 
and addicted to drinking, having been burned in her 
apartment, my colleague, M. Rocas, who was com- 
missioned to make a report respecting lier body, found 
nothing but a mass of ashes and a few boncs^ calcined 
in such a manner, that on the least pressure they wen 
reduced lo dust. The bones of the cranitim, one hand 
and a foot had in part escaped the satlon of the fire. 
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Near tliesc remains stood a table untouched, and und^ 
the table a small wooden stove, the grating of which 
having been long burned, afforded an aperture through 
which probably, the fire which occasioned the melan- 
choly accident was communicated : one chair which 
stood too near the flames had the seat and fore-feet 
burned. In other respects there w^s no appearance of 
fire, either in the chimney or the apartment; so that, 
excepting the fore-part of the chair, it appears to me 
that no other combustible matter contributed to this 
speedy incineration which was effected in the space of 
seven or eight hours. 

The second instance took place at Caen, and is thus 
related by Merille, a surgeon of that city. Being re- 
quested on the 3d of June, 178C, by the kihg^s officers to 
draw up a report of the state in which I found Made- 
moiselle Thuars, who is said to have been burned, I 
made the following observations. — ^The body lay with the 
crown of the head resting against one of the andirons, 
at the distance of eighteen inches from the fire ; the re- 
mainder of the body w:is placed obliquely before the' 
chimney, the whole being nothing but a mass of anbes. 
Even the most solid bones had lost their form and con- 
sistence ; none of them could be distinguished, except- 
ing llie coronal, the two parietal bones, the two lumbar 
vertebra?, a portion of the tibia, and a part of the om- 
ophite: and these were so calcined that they became 
dust by the least pressure. The right foot was found en- 
tire, and scorched at its upper junction; the left wa* 
more burned. The day was cold, but there was nothing 
iu the grate excepting two or three bits of wood about aa 
inch in diameter, burnt in the middle. None of the 
furniture in tlie apartment was damaged. The chair in 
which Mademoiselle Thuars had been sitting was found 
at the distance of a foot from her, rnd absolutely un- 
touched 
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toUbhed. I must here observe that this lady wus exceed- 
ingly corpulent, that ^bg wias above sixty years of age, 
and much addicted to ipirUuons liquors ; that on the day 
of her death, she had drank thtee bottles of wine, and 
about a bottle of brandy ; and that the consumption of 
the body took place in less than seven hours, though ac- 
cording to appearance^ nothing round the body was burnt 
but the clothes* 



TO THE EDltOR 0# THE' i^CIJ^fff iPlt MUSEVM, bit MAGA- 
ZINE 6W. BBMAKKABLE CHAEACTERS. 

S«, 
On peruiiing th« Aecoaot (»f Om VefitrUoquiity Jamis Bvims, (in the fint 
Vol. of your MuMttfli^ ]Mg« fiSO) g[ifeabf fwCMMpcmdent V«rilai» 1 
was reminded of tonM Aaeedplti Qt him wili^-Iflwd in my po ii e Mi op, at 
well as his Portrait, talcfift ia th« year 1194»' botti of prhich you wiU find 
inclosed. I should hare txmnfmittad tlteai «> 700 before your fint Vohim« 
Was concluded, to follow thfe Acdonot of Viuitaf, had I then knotrn hia 
real name, but yxm wiU be pleaaid 10 obetrvt, tfaitt be always went by tbt 
name of " Shelford Tommy," or ** E^oeaking TMHBy»" while he reaided ia 
Nuttingbamsbire, and his real namA was anknoini to the geaeralitx of tha 
people. There has not as yet bwo any regoJaf biflary of lum poblisbcd 
down to his death : the fellowing Aaeedotef iiw MaHad from Tfhr^^brf$ 
History of Xottinghamshire^ and oCbar antboffCtlai^ 0r Commiinifeated b)r 
persons of respectability, whote vtimci^j I OMld d^tod apon. If yoa 
think they are worthy of being classed among Ibe maay ramarkabia Cha* 
racters in your Repository, by allowing them, with the plate, a place m 
some ^f the future numbers of the same, it will coiilar ha obligation oa 
Yomr Homble Senrant, 
NoTTiiicHAif , j4prU 1 804. D» B JL 

Jmcdotci o/" Jambs Bur^s, formerly a cMspicuoui Cha^ 
racier in the County of Nottinghim, with hi$ Portrait. 
(Never before published*) 

1 HAT eccentric and well known Character, Jamm 
Burns, (more generally known by the appellations of 
" Shehbrd Tommy/' or '' Squeaking Tom my,)'* the cele- 
brated VENTRiLoevisT^ was E nttive of IreUnd, butre- 
. VqlAI. AAa 8ide4 
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sided several years in ibis kingdom. Having married a 
wiftf at Shclford, lie always afterwards considered that vil- 
lage a?? bis home, whenever his inclination led, or eccen- 
tricity suflcred him to desist, for short intervals, from his 
perambulations through different parts of this country. 
He had several liberal offers from different companies of 
Itinerants to induce him to engage with them for limited 
periods, in the exercise of his wonderful and extraordi- 
nary faculty; but as Tommy's mind coula not brook the 
idea of confinement, he never thought proper to accede 
to their proposals. Although he was a bird of passage^ 
J)e Wys most frequently to be seen at Nottingham, where 
by his extraordinary natural powers he, in a great mea- 
sure, subsisted for some years. He always carried in 
his pocket, an ill-shaped doll with a broad face, wrapped 
up in a piece of linen cloth, which he exhibited at pub- 
lic houses on race-days, fair-days, market-days, &c.a& 
giving utterance to his own childish jargon. The gaat- 
ing crowd gathered around him to see this wooden baby, 
and hear as thej' supposed its speeches. 

Among the many ludicrous, but well attested and sin- 
gular anecdotes related of this extraordinary man, the 
following are not the least worthy of recording : 

Tommy was one day in the month of June, 1789, at 
the week-day cross, at Notlingham, and there so mack 
surprized a country girl in a frolicsome moment, by her 
hearing as she ihouglit, a child speak to her, and seeing 
none, that her astonibhmcnt was wrought up to such a 
pitch, as to bring on a succcs:^ion of alarming fits> by 
which the poor girl suffered for some time. This wan- 
ton exercise of his talents got Tommy a lodging for 
a short time in the House of Correction by order of the 
magistrates; William Smith, Esq. tht^n mayor of the 
town. 

Some time in the month of March 1790, the writer cf 

tliit 



this sketcb was ia the shop of the late Mr. Barton^ n 
respectable, grocer, who lived at the bottom of Hollow- 
jtone, which is the south entrance into the town of Not- 
tingham, when Tommy entered and purchased an ounce 
of tobacco, and turning himself round apparently 
as if going out, he observed a young man belong- 
ing to the shop, with his hand in a large cannister (which 
stood on the opposite side of the shop, getting tea out of 
it into a smaller que. Tommy immedialiely threw « 
sound to the bottom of the cannister, and imitated the 
groans of an animal as if at the point of death so natu* 
rally, that the young man as well as Mr. Barton stood 
aghast at the noise, and were preparing to search the 
cannister, when I undeceived them, by informing them 
of the real cause, as I had several times before been 
witness to his extraordinary powers as a Ventriloquist, 

Another of his jokes is told thus: In August ]792i 
following John Badderly, (who was then servant to a 
respectable fanner at Car-Colston; upon the public high* 
way between Bingham and Newark, driving a waggon 
top laden with trusses of hay, he so artfully imitated the 
crying of a child, as proceeding from the middle of the 
hay, that the waggoner stopped his horses several times 
on the road, to examine the waggon, conceiving that 
the cries of the child came from within his carriage. 
But on examining the hay at the tail of the waggon, he 
could discover no child, and consequently proceeded on 
his journey, with the wily Ventriloquist by his side. The 
uoise was several times repeated, and the waggoner was 
induced through motives of humanity, seconded by the 
earnest entreaties of Tommy (he kindly offering his as- 
distance) to unlade the waggon, expecting on the remo- 
val of each truss to find the harmless it^ant^ particularly 
|LS the cries became louder and more frequent. — ^Tommy 
bavit^g thus succeeded in getting the hay of the waggon, 

A A a 9 af t^r 
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after laughing heartily at the countiymati's mtifiidhj, 
left him to replace the same in the best manner he conldj 
the poor fellow bestowing on him in return a Tollcy of 
hearty curses. 

Our Ventriloquist was at another time in the home of 
Mr. Hogg^ who kept the Milton's-head Inn, CQw-laiie> 
Nottingham, and who at that time was a stranger to his 
extraordinary powers, where a^ervantgirl hi the kitchen 
was about to dress some fish, not long taken from the 
river Trent, but apparently dead. — When she was about 
to cut off the head of one of them. Tommy at thein«tan| 
she laid the knife on the fish's neck, uttered in a phun* 
tive voice; '^ don't cut my head off*^ The girl npou this 
being much alartped, and knowing not whenca-the vmea 
proceeded, hastily drew the knife from the littli^fiah aal 
stood for sometime in motionless amazemenL At leuj | lh i 
however, recovering her^lf, and not seeing the fiah itirj 
she had courage to proceed to her business, and toc^«[^ 
her knife the second time, to sever the head ftona|lil 
body. Tommy at that moment uttered rather ahaif^ly^ 
but mournfully, '^ what you t^ill cut my head {jfT^ Vffsm. 
which the frightened female threw down the fcnilh^ aoi 
positively refused to dress the fish. ^ • : 

The following is another anecdote of himw— fii S0p» 
tember 1795, going to a fish stall, in Sheffield, he ^ritoi 
the price of a tench, which being told him, he teek^llift 
fish in his hand, and crammed a finger into its^giBib 
opened iu mouth, at the same time asking-.'' «A«<A#il 
fsas freshT* to which the fish* woman repMed, ^/fM 
to God it was in the water yesterday** Tomiaf' 
diately threw a sound into the fish's mouth, 
culated, ^' I^ is a d-. — d lie, I have not hem im ikt\ 
this week, and you know it very welL[* The ^ 
scious that she had been telling an ' q* was struck] 
inrith the utmoa( consternation. S the t^pmiif] 
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With all the force of a miracle, and such were its whole- 
some effects^ that she is said to have been more cautious 
in her assertions concerning her fish ever since. 

This singular character died on Thursday the 7th of 
January, 1796, at Shelford, near Bingham, in the Coun- 
ty of Nottingham, 



Observations on Giants, with an Account of some Persom 
n>ho fiave exceeded the ordinary Stature, and a Descrip- 
tion of the gigantic Inhabitants of Patagonia. 

I HAT there exist men of a stature considerably above 
the ordinary standard^ with more or less regularity of 
proportion, the celebrated O'Brien affords ocular demon- 
stration. It is but natural to suppose, and indeed it ii 
confirmed by the concurrent testimony of numerous wri»- 
ters, that such instances have been seen in every age. 
Respecting the stature of different individuals, as re- 
corded by various anthoi?, it is necessary to make a few 
remarks before I proceed to the proposed subject of the 
present paper. 

In all the accounts of giants that have been handed 
down to us from the most remote period of antiquity, we 
find none of any living individual, who arrived at a 
greater height than nine, or at most ten feet, whence it 
may be fairly inferred, that these dimensions' are the ne 
plus ultra of human growth. Supposing this to be the 
case, (and of this opinion I must profess myself to be) 
the pretended discoveries of immense human skeletons, 
related by many respectable writers, must be regarded as 
altogether fabulous. 

Numbers of incidents of this kind are to be met with^ 
for the authenticity of which we have no other voUchet 
than the confidence due to first rate historians, but who 

might 
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might themselves have been deceived in the credit they 
gave to tbe relations of others from whom they borrowed 
the facts. In order to gratify the curiosity of our fea* 
der8> we shall introduce a few incidents of (his nature* 

Daring the Cretan war, the rivers and waters are said 
to have risen to an unusual height^ making various 
breaches in the earth. "When the floods had retired, in a 
deep cleft and great fall of the earth, was found the 
body of a man, measuring thirty-three cubits, or forty- 
nine feet and a half. Mctellus the Roman jgeneralj and 
his lieutenant Lucius Flacius, allured by the novelty of 
the report, went on purpose to view it, and were con- 
vinced of the truth of what they had before regarded as 
a fable. 

Pliny, in his natural history, speaks of a mountain in 
Crete, that had been overturned by an 'earth quake, where 
A body was found standing upright, sixty-nine feet in 
heiglit ; and Plutarch says, that upon opening a se- 
pulchre in Mauritania, a carcase was found of the enor- 
mous length of seventy cubits, or one hundred and £▼•- 
feet ! 

Philostralo informs us, that by the falling in of one of 
the banks of the Orontes, a body forty-six feet in length 
was discovered in the sepulchre belonging to the Ethio- 
pian Ariadnes. He adds that in a cavern of Mount 
Sigea, the body of a giant was found measuring upwards 
of thirty feet. 

In the 68th Olympiad, by the admoni^on of the oracle> 
the body of Orestes was found at Tei; .. a by the Spartans^ 
and its length was exactly seven cubiLs or above ten feet. 

In the description of Sicily by the historian, Thomas 
Tasellus, we read, that in the year 1342, »ome rustics 
having been digging at the foot of Mount Erix, now 
called Monte de Tripani, they discovered a large €•- 

wrn. 
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vern, known by the appellation of the giant's cavern, in 
which they sftw the body of a colossal figure seated. He 
had in his hand, says the historian, the mast of a vessel 
for a stick, in which was enclosed % mass of lead weigh- 
ing 1500 pounds. 

The same writer tells us, that in 1516, John Franci- 
forie. Count of Mazarine, having caused a pit to b^ 
dug, in a plain about a mile distant from the village of 
which he was the lord, found in a sepulchre, the body 
of a giant measuring thirty feet. 

In 1547, Paul Leontino, examining the soil at the 
foot of a mountain in the territory of Palermo, prepara- 
tory to the erection of s.nltpetre works, met with the body 
of a giant twenty-seven feet in length. 

Tasellns likewise says, that in a small vilKige between 
Syracuse and Leontium, a great number of sepulchres^ 
and gigantic skeletons were discovered, and that mUny 
more of the like kind were met with near the ancient 
village of Hicara, which the Sicilians call Carini, in an 
immense cavern situated at the foot of a mountain. 

But Sicily is not the only place where mighty carcases 
and enormous skeletons are said to have been found. 
Phlegenitral assures us, that in the fantous cavern of 
Diana, in Dalniatia, many bodies were discovered of the 
length of six yards. He likewise tells us that the Car- 
thaginians wlien sinking their trenches, met with two 
coffins, each containing the skeleton of a giant. The 
length of the one waS twenty-three, and of the other 
twenty-four cubits. He adds, that in the Cimmerian 
Bosphorus, an earthquake having thrown down a hill, se- 
veral huge bones were found, which being arranged ac- 
cording to the disposition of the human body, formed an 
"enormous skeleton twenty-four cubits in length. 

Saxo the grammarian relates, that the giant Harte- 
benunf w as thirteen feet and a half high, but that he had 
twelve companions who were each twenty eight feet. 



S76 OBBEKVATtONS OH^ GlA^Tff^ 

Pigafetta sayn, that he met with mea'among thf 
nibals twice the nize of an European; and that in the 
straights of Magellan there exist me^ 6tprodigiana «ta«' 
ture. # 

Melchior Kugnez^ in his letters from India, speaks of 
soldiers who guarded the gates of the imperial c^ty of 
Pekiu^ in China, of the formidable size of fifteen feet. 

The history of the giant Pallas is related by a number 

6f grave authors, who all assure us that in the reign of 

the Emperor Henry II. the body of a giant was found la 

a stone sepulchre near Berne, which, when standing iip- 

right, might have overlooked the walls of the citj* 

This body was as entire as if it had been deposited there 

only a sliort time before. A wound was discovered oi| 

the breast, four feet and a half wide, and <M the :se* 

pulohre the following epitaph was legible: 

!#' 
Filius Evnndri, PuIIas, qucm laucea Tumi ' ^^' 

Militia occidir, tnorte sua jacet hie. 

Sigibert relates, that in the year 1771, an OYer9owln|p ■ 
of the water in England, discovered the body of a gi«ni 
fifky feet in length. 

Fulgesius savs^ that in the reign of Charles VII. kii|||: 
of France, a sepulchre, with the bones of a giant Ulirlir^ 
feet long^ was to be seen, which the Rhone in its ezcEf 
vatious had exposed to view in the hills of Vivarais, Op- 
posite Valence. 

Ccelius Rhodiginus says, that d^jring th^ rergn of I^uif 
XI. the body of a giant eighteen feet in length, was dis- 
covered upon the banks of a river which flows througH 
the village of St. Peray, opposite Valence in Baophin^. 

According to the relation of Father Jerotiie dc Mon- 
ceaux, the skeleton of a giant ninety-six feet long, was 
fouhd in :i wivll, in a village named Chailliot^ six leagues 
from Thessal^iniiia, ixx Macedonia. TI was com* 

nunicatcd 
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Xnunicated to him by Father Jerome de Rhetel^ mis-^ 
sionary in the Levant, who in a letter written from the 
island of Scio, adds that this giant*s skull was found en- 
tire, and was so capacious as to contain 210 pounds of 
corn ; that a tooth belonging to the under jaw, when 
drawn, weighed fifteen pounds^ and was seven inches 
two lines in length ; that the smallest bone of the little 
toe of one of his feet was equal to it in sizej that the 
arm bone from the elbow to the wrist, was two feet four 
inches, eight lines round ; and that two soldiers with their 
jackets and coats with large sleeves, found no difficulty 
in running their arms thus covered through the cavity of 
this stupendous bone. Quenel, French Consul at Thes- 
salonica, ordered an account of this monstrous skeleton 
to be drawn up and deposited among other public acts in 
Chancery. He received from the Pacha, the principal 
bones, and purchased the remainder from other persons 
who had taken them into their possession* 

In digging at the foot of a great oak, commonly call- 
ed the Giant's Oak near Ancona, in Italy, was found an 
entire skeleton of prodigious size. Near this skeleton 
were discovered eleven entire bodies^ all nearly of the 
same size. These eleven bodies were laid on the back, 
with the face turned towards the sky, but the first was 
the only one that lay stretched on the; belly, and his size 
exceeded that of the other eleven, for he measured tea 
Roman palms in length, and his teeth were exactly like 
those of a large horse. 

Thomas Coruelio relates, that at Triolo, a castle of 
Upper Calabria, some labourers discovered in a garden^ 
an entire skeleton measuring eighteen Roman feet in 
length ; the head was two feet and a half long ; each mo<^ 
lar tooth weighed about an ounce and one third, some 
more, others less ; and each of the other teeth weighed 
upwards of three quarters of an ounce. The bones 
Vol. TI. B b b were 
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w^re become extremely brittle, and easily cramlbled intt 
dust ; but the teeth were much harder. The akeletOB 
lay stretched upon a mass of bituminous matter like 
pitch* 

Thus we are not without numerous authorities to proTe 
that giants have existed in all ages ; but it must likewise 
be allowed^ that the improbable size attributed to those 
above-mentioned can scarcely engage our confidence m 
behalf of the truth of those facts. I shall now proceed 
to such accounts of persons of extraordinary statare, as 
n^st upon undeniable authority, or at least are free from 
those circumstances by which the foregoing statements 
are rendered absolutely incredible. 

In the Scripture we read of giants who were prodticed 
by the marriages of the sons of God, with tbedaugbters 
of men. This passage ha;?, however, been variously in- 
terpreted ; so I hat it is doubtful whether the word then 
translated giants, implies any extraordinary stature* In 
other parts of Scripture, giants with their dimensions ue 
spoken of in such a manner as to admit of no doubt; 
as in the case of Og, king of Bashan and Goliab. ■ 

Og, we are told, was ** of the remnant of the giants,*' 
his bed-^tead was of iron, nine cubits in lengthy and four hi 
breadth ; that is about thirteen feet by six. The heigM 
of the champion of Gath was six cubits and a spa^ 
which is equal to about nine feet three inches. He had 
a helmet of brass, and was armed with a coat of mail^ 
the weight of which was five thousand shekels of brass; 
*^ and the stafl* of his spear was like a weaver's bearn^ and 
his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of iron." 

The Roman Emperor Maximin, equally remarkable 
for his extraordinary stature and uncommon strengtl^ 
has already been mentioned in your first volume. 

An Arabian, named Gabara, brought to Romie \ 
the reign of the Emperor Claudius^ was ( 
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tallest man of that age^ being nine feet dine inches in 
height. 

Vitellius sent Darius the son of Aitabanus an hostage 
to Rome, wiih various presents, which were accompa- 
'nied by a Jew named Eleazar, of the height of seven 
cubits, or ten feet two inches. 

Antonius, born in Syria during the reign of Theodo- 
sius, was seven feet seven inches high, but his feet were 
not proportionate to the magnitude of his body. We 
are informed by Nicephorus that he died at the age of 
twenty-five. 

Aventine, an historian very deserving of credU, %i- 
aures us in his work entitled Annals of Bavaria^ that the 
Emperor Charlemagne, had in his army a giant nam^d 
iEnotherus, a native of Turgau, neajr the lake of in- 
stance, who threw down whole battalions with the sjamc 
ease that he would have mowed a field; but he ii^ilent 
with. respect to his dimensions. 

Thuanus, in his account of the incursion made by the 
Tartars into the Polish territories, in the year 1575, 
speaks of a Tartar of prodigious bulk, who was killed by 
a Pole. '^ His forehead/' he says, '^ was twenty-four 
fingers broad, and his body of such magnitude, that the 
carcase, as it lay upon the groilnd. Would reach to the 
navel of any ordinary person whostood by it." 

In the year I6l3, a young man named Jacobus Dam- 
man, then twenty-two years old, was brought to Basils 
and exhibited as a shew on account of his extraordinary 
stature. He. had thea no beard, his body and limbs 
being strong built, but rather lean., He was eight feet 
high complete, and his hand measured one foot four 
inches. 

About the middle of December l671> one Thomas 
Birtles, a native of Cheshire, living near Macclesfield, 
arrived at Coventry. He had been lai London^ and on 
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his journey homewards^ made a public shew of hisitetf 
for his extraordinary stature. His height was Ubojuc 
seven feet. His father was a man of moderate stature, 
and his mother nearly six feet. He himself, at that 
time> had a daughter, about sixteen years of ^e, who 
had already arrived at the height of six feel complete 
' In the anatomical room of Trinity College, Ihilblin, 
is preserved the skeleton of one Magrath, who was bom 
near Cloyne. It measures between seven and eight feet. 
This man was- carried through various parts of Europe, 
and exhibited as the prodigious Irish giant; but such was 
his jiarly imbecility^ both of body and mind, that he 
dieo^of old age in his twentieth year, Cunceiiiing this 
ittan, the following parciculars are given by a very tuteU 
ligent writer. ^' In his infancy be became an orphan, 
and was provided for by the famous Berkeley, theti 
Bishop of Cloyne. This acute philoiaphcr, who deniefl 
the existence of matter, was as inquisitive in his physic 
cal researches as he was whimsical in his metaphysieal 
speculations. When I ttli vuii that he had welUtiigh 
put an end to his own existence, by experimenting what 
are the sensation^ of a person dying on tlie gallowa, yon 
will be the more ready to forgive him ibr hts treatment 
of this orphan. The Bishop had a strange fancy to 
know whether it was not in the power of art to increase 
the human stature^ and this uuhuppy infatit appesred to 
Jiim to be a fit subject for tht trial. He made bis essay 
according to his pre-conceived theory* whatever it might 
be, and the consequence was, that he became sevt*n feet 
high in his sixteenth year*'* 

Concerning th^ -existence of a ra^^a of giants^ ibc 
learned have been greatly divided, Ferdinand Magel- 
lan was the first who atinounced the discovery of such a 
race of people on the coast towards the extremity of 
South America. It appears that during one bimdftil 
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years, almost all succeeding navigators agreed in affirm- 
ing the existence of a race of giants upon this coast; 
but during another century, a much greater number 
agreed in denying the fact, and treating their predeces- 
sors as idle fabulists. Some time before the voyage of 
Commodore Byron, in 1764, it was the subject of a 
wanu contest among men of science, whether a race of 
mankind above the common stature did really exist ou 
the coast of Patagonia, and the contradictory reports 
made by eye-witnesses tended greatly to perplex the 
question, 

M. de Bougainville who visited part of this coast, in 
1767, asserts that the Patagonians ase not gigantic, and 
that what makes them appear so, is their prodigious 
broad shoulders, the great size of their beads, and tbe 
thickness of all their limbs* 

That some giants inhabit these regions can, however, 
no longer be doubted ; since the fact is established by 
the concurrent testimony of several English navigators, 
particularly Commodore Byron, and Captains Wallis and 
Carteret, the two latter of whom saw, conversed with, 
and even measured these people. Mr, Clarke who sailed 
with Commodore Byron, and who in the last voyage of 
discovery succeeded, on the death of Captain Cook, tp 
the command of the twp ships, addressed a paper to the 
Secretary of the Royal Society, confirming the gigantic 
height of the Patagonians. 

Byron gives the following account of thi^ monstrous 
people: 

*' Just as we caine to an anchor, I saw with my glass 
a number of horsemen riding backwards and forwards.— 
As I was very desirous to know what these people were, 
I ordered out my boat, and went towards the beach with 
Mr. Marshall, my second lieutenant, and a party of men ; 
Mr. Camming, my first lieutenant^ follpwing in the 

six 
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tix-oared cutter. Wh< **%^ uwcu U«b iMtorei w 

about five hundred people, t far greater part of wham 
.were on horsebaek. They ew up on a stony spot, and 
kept waving and hallooing^ lich we undetslood to be 
invitations^ to land. When : landed I drew ap my peo- 
ple on the beach^ with my officers at their head» aad or- 
dered that none should move from tha^Htetion^ tiU .1 
should call or beckon to t iti» I then went £cxrw«d 
alone towards the Indians. I made signs thai oqye of 
them should come near^ was understood^ and <^^ wfao 
as it afterwards appeared was a chiefs came towarida Ml. 
He was of a gigantic stature, and seemed to rediia^ the 
tales of monsters in human shape.* He bad the ^{liii^if 
some wild beast thrown over his shouHdem^iOMd^m^ 
|»ainted so as to make the most hideous ap(»earttice^ 
had ever beheld. Round one eye was a large^rlteiif 
white^ a circle of black surrounded the other^ fiyi^tiit 
rest of his face was streaked with different ^Imnki^id 
(did not measure him, but if I may judge of hia alairiii 
by my own, he could not be less than sev^^ i«i^ibi{|fe^ 
When this frightful colossus came up^ vrt MuXbmfti 
somewhat to each other as a salutatioOy aodl fliw 
walked with him towards his companions. Thcfi^^Cit 
among them many women, who seemed to be piyypof tioib 
ably large; and few of the men were less lliiiii fiw cljitf 
who had come forward to meet me. - . ^ i^i^i^ 

'^ Mr. Cummipg ther^ came up with some tobM0ii|^ai|8 
I could not but smiieat the astcm^isbment whi^ iaa|^i(6i|# 
pressed in his co|jntcnancc, upon perceiving iHipnl^ 
though six feet two inches i, become at onlMi H ]^^^ 
my among giants. Our sei )ns upon seeing iiiip4nNftr 
dred people, the shortest of whom were at least^a^ |il| 
six inches high, and bulky in proportipn, m^y 9tui^W 
imagined." 

Mr. ClarlM^ in the letter obg^f ays, *' We 

Were 
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were with them near two hours at noon day, though none 
had the honour of shaking hands but Mr. Byron and Mr« 
Gumming; however, we were near enough and long enough 
with them to convince our senses so far, as not to be ca- 
villed out of the very existence of those senses at that 
time, which some of our countrymen and friends would 
absolutely atltnipt to do. They are of a copper colour, 
with long black Hair, and some of them are certainly nine 
feet, if they do not exceed it. The Commodore, who 
is very near six feet, could but just roach the top of one 
of their heads, which he attempted on tiptoes, and there 
were several taller than he on whom the ex|)eriment 
was made. They are prodigiously stout, and as propor- 
tionably made as ever I saw people in my life. The wo* 
men 1 think bear much the .same proportion to the mei¥ 
as our Europeans do. There was scarcely a man among 
tliem less than eight feet, most of them considerably 
more ; the women 1 believe, run from seven and a half 
to eight." 

Notwithstanding these concurring testimonies, Si. dc 
BuflFon would not admit the existence of a race of giancs> 
which point is strenuously contended for by Lord Mon- 
boddo. That nobleman relates, that M. Guyot, Captain 
*f a French ship trading to the South Sea, brought from 
the coast of Patagonia, a skeleton of one of these giants^ 
measuring between twelve and thirteen feet, purposing 
to bring it to Euroi>e; but happening to be overtaken by 
a violent storm, and having the Spanish archbishop of 
Lima on board, the ecclesiastic declared that the storm 
was caused by the bones of the pagan then on boards 
and insisted on having the skeleton thrown into the sea. 
" The archbishop," adds his lordship, *' died soon after- 
wards, and was thrown overboard in his turn. I could 
have wished that he had been thrown overboard sooner^ 
and then the bones of the Patagonian w«uld have ar- 

rived 
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rived safe in France, though I am persuaded they wouM 
not have made Buffon alter'his opinion, but he woald 
have still maintained, that it was only an accideotal va- 
riety of the individual, not any difference of the race." 

I shall just observe, that if the accounts^ the English 
navigators are at all to be depended upon, the opinions of 
his lordship must undoubtedly be adopted -Alrpieference 
to lliat of the celebrated French plulfjsu|>hci *^ 



IntcrcMing; Particulars, and wondtrfuf Adv^ninri * * 
extraordlnart/ and eccentric chdrndtr John M .. i a . ; J 
commoubj called Blind Jack of Ktianst/oi^atigh, wiih*i 
striking Likeness. jh 

R has b6cn justly remarked, that those who ttivc thei M iifart one t^ t^ 
Jt^prived of one sense, generally enjoy theoWitri in ^reat«r priitseUmm^Am 
those who do not lahour niidor such a deficioicy, Thi% we flod stfildi^lyv 
exempUfied in tiic subject of the present artkl' , ^vh<s notH^Uli^xidifif ti* 
eccentricities, has, during a I'.rent part of hh litng hUi^ bctn An ftetivei 
Hxefiil member of society. 



JOHN METCALF was born at Knaresborough in York- 
shire, on the 15tli of August 1717. Atthe^iigf of foor 
years, his parent.H, w ho were labouring people, put him 
to school, where he continued two years, when he waft 
seized with the small-pox, which deprived him of hit 
sight in spite ot* oil the means that were employed for itft 
pfeservatioH. 

About six months after his recovery, he was able to go 
from his father's house to the end of the street, and to 
return without a guide; and in about three years he 
could fmd his way to any part of Knatesboiough. About 
this period he begun to associate with boys of his own 
age, among whom he acted a distinguished pari in the 
juvenile prauks of taking birds liests, robbing orchards^ 
kc. 

His 
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cured some long cart-rppes^ fixed a li9o|c fl^ p^^^^g 
4nd leaving the other to b,e held bjr some ]ffiV^V^ ^WK. 
High Bridg^i he deacead^dj aad bjr dfpT«ef| jt^ver^ 
^e whole of the yaia. , , 

. He continued tp practise (m. the viK^lin^ -^l pf j9ttMH^Ji% 
ip play country dance9. Durio^ the Ydptet.^^^nhe, 
pjerformed as a wait %t Koareaboroiigbj wiib three 
olfaers; he likewise coAstaotly attended the a^sembljea 
|i^bich were ljp|^ every (prtpight^, and went, besides^ tQ 
many other places Where there wa9 pnUic dancing, ^B 

Notwithstanding fhts applieation^ he f^und c^iportu^ 
tlity for playing his neighbours a numbof of mlschicvofit 
trick9> and for ^ Ipng time escaped suspicion. Ai length, 
l^ow^ver^ hi» ^pertness became known, and when liiiy 
arph tjcick had l^^^n played^ the first enquiry ali^uyji wa$, 
where l^Ietc^lf was at the time* 

, Tl^ough his tiiAe w^» pretty well engaged/ ^if )»Jift'iejj 
taiued his fp^dness for huntiag, and idso ^:^;f!t?^i>^ 
gai^gte-copks. Wbeaever he went to ^ copfcr|tiV^i Fb* 
his. custom to plape himself on the Ipwpst s^, iie%f^ 'sNb 
^icnd wbo wae ^ good judge^ and who^ ^iS^iifV^, 19% 
lions enabled him to bet^ hedge^ 8cc, 
. In 1732^ b^e was invited to Harrowgate to play at 
^ssembly^ as successor to a poor old man who had p]ajei| 
there far twenty years, and who, being borne down by 
the weight of one hundred years, bcguu to play toa 
^o.w for coi^nlry dances. Here he was well received by 
thg visiting nobility and gentry. In tliia employmenl 
he passed his evenings, and the mornings he ^pent i^ 
cocking^ liunting, and coursing. About t!ii§ period^ al^o, 
he bouglit a horse, auJ often ran him fur small plates , 
and his engagements increasing, be tooK ^ piirtncr wba 
was likewise a good performer. 

In summer he often played at howls, and singnl 
it may secm^ was fre(^uently the winner^ U lit 



liegan to engage his attention, and he generally tvon nie 
rtiajority pf the games. But tliese atchievements vf^i4 
far from being the limits of his ambition or capacitry 
fbr he now began to attend the races at York, and othii? 
places ; at the race ground he commonly rddfe in amohg^ 
the crowd, and was ofteh snccessfal in his.betsr, rn whictf 
he was however assisted by several gentlemen to' i^hcfiaf 
he was known. 

• Having once matched one of his horses to run thf^ 
miles for a considerable wager, and the parties agreeing^ 
^ach to ride his own horse, they set up posts at certain!^ 
distances oh the Forest Mdor, describing a eircle of oii# - 
m]e; having consequently to go three tinres rotrnd th^ 
course. From the supposition that MetcaTf would ft? 
unable to keep the course, great odds were laid agains^ 
him. His ingenuity fiimished him with ail' ^xpedient'in 
this dilemma. He procured a*' many b^Hs as piossiBtey 
and placing a man with one of them at each post; 
was enabled by this ringing to judge when to tiiin. "B^ 
these means, and the superior speed of his horse, hrf • 
came in winner, amidst the applause of all present,- ex«^ 
cepting those who had betted against him. ' 

At different times he bought horses to sell them agdin, 
which he often did with a large profit, so accurate way 
his judgment. 

In 1738, Metcalf attained the age of twenty-one; 
he was then extremely robust, and six feel one inch and| 
a half in height* He about this time acqiiuod consider^ ^ 
able celebrity as a pugilist from the follQwing circuin- 
Btancp. A friend ot' his being insuUeJ iu a put>hc*liuiiH% 
by a mati of the name of Bnke, who, from his ferotibiiir 
temper and great strength, was the generiil dread of the 
rieighbonrhaodj Metcalf be^towt?il on fiim fuch discipltfie 
as soon exiurted aery of meroy. 

* • - c-t'ci ■ R^ttirrkib^ 
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' Betarning one day on foot from Harrowgate; hm haA 
proceeded about a mile, when he wa* overtak«i by n 
Knaresborough man on horseback, who proposed fbrtwo 
ahilUngs worth of punch to let bim ride in tum^ dividtiif 
the distances equally. * To this Metcalf agreed, opoH 
condition th^t he ahould have the fir»t ride^ which bis 
townsman assented iO| on these terms; that he abovUI 
ride a little beyond Poppleton Field, where on bit r^bt 
band be would see a gate, to which be should fasten tfie 
borse. Metcalf however rode on to Knaiietbofoug^ 
vbich was seventeen miles from the place where be 1^ 
bis fellow-paveller. The latter was greatly enraged at 
being obliged to walk so far, but Metcalf pleading in €»• 
cnse that he never saw the gate, be found it bit int*m| 
fo join in the laugh. 

He was now in the prime of life, and possena^ mfm 
culiar archness of disposition, with an uncommon flov nf 
spirits, apd an unparalleled contempt of danger I nil4 
though his conduct was long marked by 4 Tiritly of (A^ 
milar tricks, yet he af^rwards planned and broogbt io 
perfection i^everal schepiesj bpth of privfite nd piMltl^ 
Utility. 

When the Harrowgate season was over, Metcalf olinrft 
r|?mained ^ fe\y days, and passed his evenings at onOndf 
other of the different inns. At the Royal Oak^ now tk9 
Gran by, l)e attracted the notice of the landlady's dofljglti* 
ters, whose ponstant attention and kindness foon inspired 
bim vf'itH} ^ repiprocal affection^ Knowing, bowtvOTt 
that her mother would oppose their union, Tariotts i 
ces^ful devices were employed to conceal \beir 
partiality, ^n<) frecjqent meetings. An event bofNMf 
occurred which obliged Metcalf tq quit not oi||j tf|^o|K 
)^i of his attachment^ feut lijce^i^e tha^ pf« ff "^f. 
ppuntry. . ^.,.^ 

. 4Qioa|| Meters 9ic^u|un 
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whose sister lived with them as housekeeper. One even* 
ing in her usual jocular way^ she apprised Metcalf of her 
inteutioQ to pay him a visit in the night, desiring him to 
leave his door unlocked. Knowing the mirthful propen-* 
sity of this female, lie was inclined to consider this as a 
joke, but on the other hand he thought it possible that a 
real assignation might be intended, and being too.gallaat 
to disappoint a lady, he told her he would obey her or- 
ders. The lady was punctual to her appointment, and 
the consequence of her imprudence was evident in a few 
months. She intreated Metcalf to marry her, but she 
having made the first advances, he did not feel his con- 
science interested, and refused. Her only resource was 
to apply to the parish, which finding. she had done, ibe 
with some difficulty obtained a meeting, with Miss Ben- 
son of the Royal Oak, proceeded to Whitby, and went 
on board an alum-ship bound to London. 

After an absence of seven months^ he returned to 
Knaresborough, where he found the woman who had 
been the cause of his journey comfortably situated, and 
not inclined to trouble him; and he was also afi*ectionate- 
ly received by Miss Benson. During his absence a Mr« 
Dickinson had paid his addresses to Miss Benson, and 
now urged liis suit with 3uch ardour, that the banns were 
published, and the wedding-day appointed to the no 
small mortification of Metcalf, who thought himself se- 
cure of her affection. Though- he loved her tenderly, 
his pride prevented him from manifesting his feelings, 
pr attempting to prevent the match- 
On the day preceding that on which the nuptials were 
to be solemnized, Metcalf riding past the Royal Oak, 
wjjs accosted with, *' One wants to speak with you." 
He immediately turned towards the stables of the Oak, 
and there to his joyful surprize, he found the object of 
his love, who bad seat her mother's servMt to call him. 

After 






40 iftV&i?Tiflt«i c* idrf« mf€gim 

After ^me explanation^ anelopetnent was i^e8<fl^^ tj^^sfill 
#lHcb Metealf with the assistance of a frieiHlj eflfett g aj ' 
ihat night, and the next morning they Were uiik^.-^TKc^ 
confusion of his rival, who had provided ad eiiiefliif^^ 
laent for two hundred people nraj easily be tati6^i^ii } 
'■ Mrs. Benson being much enraged at her dmghleiM, 
totidttct, refnued eithef to see her or to gW)i n^ )M^ 
clbthes ; nor was she reconciled to her tiB she itat 4tW 
^tered of her second child, on which occ^asfOn slie t^tiSoA 
i{>cfbsor to it, and presented Metealf with t^l»tt(y gH^ 
fieas. * .::■■% 

He now purchased a hoir^e*'at KnaresbofOtf^l^- aMtf 
Continued to play at Harrowgate during the ieaisoll. 1^ 
Ubewise set iip a four-wheel chaise^ an4 il *oic^llMlA 
chair, for public accommodation, which #ertl' Ae#M 
6f the kind kept there. These vehicles he k<^t;twdlittM 
mers, but the innkeepers beginning to rua €haiiit]^ }mP^ 
relinquished (hat scheme, and with it; radm^and'Mit-. . 
Ing. He then bought horses and went td the MM llSI 
fithy which he^ook to Leeds and Manchesii^n. MidrWii 
so indefatigable, that he would frequently imiUtfo^MM 
nights and a day, with little or no rest. But the {»ib6# 
of this business being snrall, and the fatigue exeeslM>. 
be soon abandoned that likewise. 

At the commencement of the rebellion in 174S, he #«^ 
chjBinged his situation as violin player at HarrowgHtey^ftlV v 
the profession of arms. This singular event was bioii|B^ 
about in the following singular manner:-^ * i 

^V iHinm Thornton, Esq. of Thornvilfe, ha^|f it» 
itbhed to ruise a compafny at bis own es^^ee^turfM 
Metealf, who was well known to him, wheth^ bei i^MI . 
join the compatfy about to be rai^d, artd' Wtae^tr^lHi 
knew of atiy spirited fellows likely to' iMl^ giliMti^lli 
diers. UjkJri his^ replying inlbe i "" itiv*,< ' ^^INtfif^' 
poimed-^sisttiat tb aserj^mt; 1 )#litiM^ 



f ne huudped and forty ipep^ put of whom the Captain 
grafted iiji^iy-fourA the number of privates he wanted, 
< With thi». company^ among whom was Metcalf as mu« 
jigiani'Capt^in Thornton joined the army under Gener 
«al W^cje. The first battle in which they were engaged, 
twenty of the men, the lieutenant and ensign were made 
prisonersj and Captain Thornton very narrowly escaped 
^y the l^indnf^ss of the woman in wboae bouse he ha4 
t;iken refuge. 

. Metealf, after a variety of adventures rejoined his pa^ 
tron^ and was always in the field during the different en-* 
gagements wliich afterwards occurred, and after the bat-« 
\le of Culloden^ returned to his family at Knaresborougb* 
Bei^g again at liberty to chuse his occupation, he at^ 
tended Harrowgate as usual ; and having, during hi^ 
Scotch expedition, become acquainted with the various 
articles manufactured in that country, and judging thai 
te might dispose of some of them to advanlage in Eng- 
^nd, he repaired in the spring to Scotland, and fur- 
nished hiqiself with a variety of cotton and worsted arti- 
cles, for whi^h he found a ready sal^ in his native coup- 
Iry. Among a ihousiand articles be knew what eagh cost 
him, from a pardcnilaj* mode of njarkipg thcnx. He oj^ 
dealt itj h/nses, directing his choice, by feeling the ani- 
mals \ and engaged, pretty deeply in the contraband 
(.rade, the profits of which were at that tune much mor^ 
(X)nsiderable ti>an the risk. 

, In the year 1751, h^ cpmmenced a pew employ, be 
lebupa 9tage-waggon betw,eeA. York and l^iaresboroughf 
bqing the fijrst on^ thpi; load, and (fopdacted it lumsejff 
twice a weeif, ^".^^ ^HQp^^^ ^°^ oni:e it^ winler ; an(| 
(his business, with th^ c^casional cQpveya^o^e <rf ^Jfmy 
b^S^e> emj^lqyed bi^ a|iientic>i| tiUj^tixe period foi; l)it 
first Qontractiijig foi: t^^^nu^king of roads;, iBvhAi^b SMiitin^ 
him bettex:, ^e relip(juifiji>ed tjve,i:y ptji^p pur^t. , . 

, . ^ " During 
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During his leisure hoors^ he had studied 
in a way peculiar to himself; and when certatli of tto 
girth and length of any piece of timber^ he w«» M% 
Accurately to reduce its contents to feet and inchetj and 
could bring the dimensions of any boilding into yardi^ 
imd feet. 

The first piece of road he made was abbot three milet, 
of that between Fearnsby and Minsktp. The iliateriali 
for the whole were to be procured from one gratcl-pit; 
lie therefore prov^ided deal boards, and erected a tempo^ 
fary house at the pit, took a dozen horses to the place^ 
fixed racks and mangers, and hired a house for his flMBt 
at Minskip. He often walked from Knaresboroogh ia 
the morning with four or five stone of meat on his 
shoulders, and joined his men by six o'clock. He coittJ 
pleted the road much sooner than was expected t0 the 
entire satisfaction of the surveyor and tmstees. 

Soon afterthis he contracted for building a bridgeatBdi* 
rough-bridge, which he completed with great credit to Ut 
abilities. This business of making roads^ and buildings 
and repairing bridges in Yorkshire^ Lancashire^ Derby** 
shire^ and Cheshire, he continued, with great soccess dK 
the year 1792, when he returned to Yorkshire. 

In the summer of 1788, he lost his wife in the MXtf* 
first year of her age, and the fortieth of their anhm^ 
leaving four children. She was interred in the chuveh^ 
yard of Stockport, in Cheshire, where she then resided* 

In his treatment of his wife, Metcalf never forgot th^ 
original difference in their circumstances, atwajs n* 
dulging her to the utmost that his ability would aUflnrf 
but she had no wish beyond his pow^ to gratify. • 

After some unsuccessful speculations in tto cbtIM 
trade, Metcalf returned to his native cosnty^ Hid Ml^ 
want of other engagements, he bought hay to selliifii^' 
measuring the stacks with his armi/ and hati^tttinMi 
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the height, he could readily tell what number of square, 
yards were contained in a st^ck of any value betweert 
five and one hundred pounds. SometiHies he bought Bt 
little wood standings and if he could get the girth and 
height^ would calculate the solid contents* 

In addition to the anecdotes already given of thissingu* 
lar character, the reader will not be displeased to findth« 
following, which are of a nature equaWy extraordinary. : 

Metcalf had learned to walk and ride very readily 
through most of the streets of York; and being once in' 
that city, as he was riding past the George, the landlord 
called to him to stop, aud informed him that a gentleman 
in the house wanted a guide to Harrowgate, adding^ " I 
know you can do as U'cU as any one." To this proposal 
Me teal f agreed^ upon condition that his situation should* 
be kept secret from the gentleman who Iipight otherwbe 
be afraid to trust him. The stranger ivas soon ready^, 
and they set off, Metcalf taking the lead< • When they 
came to Allerton-M.aulevefer, the gentleman enquired 
whose large house that was ott the right, to which Met- 
calf replied without the least hesitation. A little farther 
the road is crossed by that from Wetherby to Borough- 
bridge, and runs along by the lofty brick wall of AUer- 
ton Park. A road led out of the park opposite to the 
gate upon the Knaresborough road, which Metcalf was 
afraid of missing; but perceiving the current of wind 
that came through the park gate, he readily turned J) is 
horse towards the opposite one. Here he was under 
b'ome difficulty to open the gate, in consequence, as he 
imagined, of some alteration that had been made in the v 
hanging of it, as he had not been that way for several 
months. Therefore, backing his horse, he exclaimed^ 
" Confound thee, thou always goes to the heel of the 
gate instead of the head." The gentleman observed , 
that his horse was rather awkward, but that his own 

Vol. II. ODD marc 
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mare was good at coming up to a gat€> upon whicb 
Metcalf eheerfuUy permitted him to perform that oflice. 
Passing through Knaresborougb^ they enier^ the Fomt 
which was then uninclosed^ nor was there ai yet any 
thrnpike road upon it. Having proceeded a'little way 
upon the forest, the gentleman saw a lights and asked 
what it was. Metcalf took it for granted that his com* 
panion had seen what is called a Will-o'-the-Wisp^ 
which frequently appear in a low and swampy spot, near 
the road; but fearful. of betraying himself^ did not ask 
in what direction the light lay. To divert hb attention 
from this object^ he asked him if he did not see two 
lights^ one to the rights the other to the lett The 
stranger replied that he saw but one, on the rigfat.«*- 
" Well then. Sir/' says Metcalf, '' that is Harrowgalc^ 

Having arrived at their journey's end, they slopped il* 
the house now called the Granby, where Metcalf^ being 
well acquainted with the place, led both* horses into thjft 
stable, and then went into the house, where he fooad 
his fellow traveller comfortably seated over a tankard of 
negus, in which he pledged bis guide. Metcalf took it 
«f him very readily the first time, but the second tioM 
be was rather wide of his mark. He therefore withdicis 
leaving the landlord to explain what his compi^nion was 
yet ignorant of. 

The latter hinted to the landlord his suspicion that hia 
guide must have taken a great quantity of spirits aioA 
their arrival^ upon which the landlord enquired hia 
son for entertaining such an opinion — ^' I judge ao^" 
plied the traveller, '^ from the appearance of hia eyen^-i-. 
Byes! bless you Sir ! do not you know that he is'UindJ*^ 
<^ What do you mean by that?" — '^ I mean Sir, that bn 
irannot see?"— '' Blind! gracious God !!"—'' Yet, Sir, 
asbJind as a stone, by heaven!" — ^The stranger 
Metcalf to be called, and upon his confirmiDg the 

l«d't 
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lord's account : ^' Had I known that/' said be, '' I would 
not have ventured with you for ahundred pounds." — ''And 
I, Sir/' said Metcalf, *' would not have lost my way for 
a thousand/' — The services of the evening were reward^ 
ed with two guineas, and a plentiful entertainment the 
next day by the gentleman, who considered this circum- 
stance as the most extraordinary adventure he Iiad evet 
met with. 

During Metcalfs residence in London, he found out 
several gentlemen who were in the habit of visiting Har- 
rowgate, and among the rest Colonel Liddell, Member of 
Parliament for Berwick, who gave him a general invita« 
tion to his house. This gentleman on his return from 
London to the North, was accustomed to make a stay of 
a few weeks at Harro^gate, and before his departure he 
proposed to Metcalf to take him down, either on the 
the top of his carriage, or behind it. Metcalf declined 
the offer with thanks, assuring the Colonel, that he 
could with ease walk as far in a^ day as be would chuse to 
travel. They accordingly started on Monday at noon, 
and he actually arrived at the end of every stage before 
the Colonel, with whom he stopped during the night. 
On coming to Wetherby, he, as usual, arrived at the Inn 
before the Colonel, informing the landlord that he might 
expert the latter. This being Saturday night, the Colo- 
nel proposed halting at VVetherby till Monday> but 
Metcalf continued his route to Knarcsborough that 
night, and on the Monday he met him, according to 
promise, at Harrowgate. 

Our hero happened once to be at Scrivcn, at the house 
of one Green, an innkeeper, where two persons had adis-^ 
pute concerning some sheep, which one of them had put 
into the penfold. The owner of the sheep, a townsman of 
Metcalfs, appeared to be ill-treated by the other party, 
who wished to take an unfair advantage. Metcalf per*. 

p D p 2 ceiving 
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cciving that thoy were not HkeLy to agree afaoni die da* 
mnges^ depaited. It being about midnightji be resolved 
to do his friend a good turn before he got borne. The 
penfold being walled round, he climbed x)ver, and laying 
hold of the sliecp one after the other, he fiurly threv. 
fhem over the wall. The difficulty of the undertaking 
oncreased as the number diminished, aa tliey were noi 
so ready to catch ; but not deterred by that circunutanoe^ 
he fully completed the business. On the retam of day, 
when the penfold was found nntenanted, tboo^ the 
door was fast locked, a considerable degree of anrpriae 
was excited, and various conjectures formed relatif6 la 
the rogues who had liberated the sheep, but Metcdif< 
passed unsuspected, and enjoyed the joke in tilenoe. 

Passing once through Halifax, he stoppied uLma bft 
called the Broad Stone. The landlord's tOD^ ahd wmmt 
others who frequented Horrowgate, having .hterd ci 
Metcolfs exploits, expressed a wish to play atcudi.^ 
him. He complied, and a pack was accordingly 
for, which he requested permission to examine; but at 
the landlord was his friend, he could rely npoit him to 
prevent any deception. They began, and Metcalf 
four of them ifi turn, playing for liquor only. Not j 
lied with thi<!, some of the company proposed totflaf 
for money, and at shilling-whist, Metcalf won fifiean 
.shillings. The losing party then proposed to, pay doable 
or quit, but he declined playing for more than half-tt- 
guinea points. At length yielding to their importanijtjryE 
lie engaged for <:cuineas, and being favoured ^fagr fbrtOBC^ 
he won ten, and a shilling for liquor ea<:h ^aitte; .The 
loser taking up the cards, went out, and sooal^i 
with eight guineas more, which soon followed • 
ten. 

Among the numerous roads which Metcalf 
to make, was part of the Manchester roadi 
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Moor to Staivdish-Foot. > As it was not marked out, the 
surveyor, contrary to his expectation, took it over deep, 
marshes, out of which it was the opinion of the trustees,^ 
that it would be necessary to dig the earth till thej 
came to a solid bottom: This plan appeared to Metcal£ 
extremely tedious and expensive, and liable to other dis^ 
advantages. He therefore argued the point privatel/ 
with the surveyor, and several other gentlemen, but thiej 
were all immoveable in their former opinion. At their 
next meeting Metcalf attended, and addressed them in 
the following manner: ^^ Gentlemen, I propose to make 
the road over the marshes after my own plan, and if i1^ 
does not answer, I will be at the expence of making it 
over again after your's." — ^This proposal was agreed to. 
Having engaged to complete nine miles in ten months^ 
lie began in six different parts, having nearly four hun- 
dred men employed. One of tiie places was Pule and 
Stand ish Common, which was a deep bog, and over 
which it was thought impracticable to make any road* 
This he cast fourteen yards wide, and raised in a circu- 
lar form. The water, which in many places ran acro^ 
the road, he carried off by drains; but he found the 
greatest difficulty in conveying stones to the spot on ac- 
count of the softness of the ground. Those who passed 
that way to Huddersfield Market, were not sparing of 
their censure of the undertaldng, and even doubted 
whether it would, ever be completed. Having, however, 
got the piece levelled to the end, he ordered his men to 
collect heather or ling, and bind it in round bundles tha^ 
they could span with their hands. These; bundles were 
placed close together, and another row laid ovei^them^- 
upon which they were well pressed down, and covered witlv 
stone and gravel. This piece, being about half a mile 
in length when compleated, was so remarkably fine, thati 
any person might have gone over in winter unshod withoil| 

being. 
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1>eing wet; and though other parts of the road aoon af* 
lerwards wanted repairing^ this needed no repairs for 
twelve years. 

Since his return to his native county, this eztraordt* 
Aary man has resided at Spoffortb, near Wetherbj, widb 
m daughter and son-in-law who keep his house. 

In perusing the above account, we are at a loss whether 
most to admire the wonderful versatility of Meteoirs ge- 
nius, or the apparent facility with which he executed an* 
dertakings, for which the faculty he was bereft of seems 
absolutely indispensible. It is however probable^ that, 
had he possessed the blessing of sight, his intellectual 
powers would never have attained that degree of perfiec* 
tion, which the abstraction from external objects hat 
doubtless tended to promote. 



Extraordinary and interesting Accounts of the Heitonttum 
to Life of Persons supposed to be dead:' 

Jrl* MISSON, a French traveller, upon occasicA of a 
picture in the Church of (he Apostles at Colc^oe, gives 
the following account of the circumstance commemo* 
rated in it : Reichmuth Adolch, the wife of a CouiaeUor 
of Cologne, was supposed to have died of the plague, 
which, in 157 Ij swept away the greatest part of theiiiha> 
bitants of that city. She was therefore, interred, with a 
ring of considerable value on her finger.; The night 
after the funeral, the sexton opened the grave, with the 
design of taking away the ring. His astonishment may 
Yhi more easily conceived than described, when he felt 
something grasp bis hand, and when the good ladj laid 
fast hold of him, and exerted herself to get oiitt>f the 
eoflin. He however disengaged himself, and fled with. 
ijtie utmost precipitation. The woman thus pnmdeA* 
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tially raised from the deacl^ quitted her disagreeable 
mansion^ and proceeding to her own home^ knocked at 
the door. She called on^ of the servants by his name, 
and related the circumstance as briefly as possible^ that 
she might not be suffered to languish at the door ; but 
the servant treated her as a phantonu He however ran 
in a fright to acquaint his master, who^ equally incredu- 
lous, called him a madman. The poor woman, mean- 
while, stood shivering in her shroud, waiting for admit- 
tance. At length the door was opened for her, and by 
m«ans of proper treatment^ she was restored to perfect 
health, and afterwards had three sons who were clergy- 
men. She lived with her husband in great credit seve- 
ral years after this deliverance, and at her death, was in- 
terred near the gate o( the church of the Apostles, where 
a monument was erected to her. In memory of the 
above extraordinary events a large picture was placed 
over her grave, on which the story is pourtrayed, and a 
relation of it annexed in German. 

It is evident that this story has given rise to the popular 
tradition relative to a monument near the Communion 
Table, in St. Giles's Cripplegate, which, however, in 
merely the monument of a young female half out of hoc 
VofHn, intended to represent the resurrection. 

Among other circumstances of a similar nature, the 
same author introduces the history of Francois de Ci« 
ville, a Norman gentleman^ who, according to his own 
expression, was *' thrice dead, thrice interred, and thrice 
by the grace of God restored to life." The mother of 
Civille having died during pregnancy, in the absence of 
her husband, was interred without any means being em^- 
ployed to save the child. The day after the funeral her 
husband arrived ; he heard with surprize of his wifeV 
death, and the little care thath^ been taken to preserve 
his offspring. Ht h^d her taken np, and by means of 

th« 
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the Caesarean operation^ a Imng child wki'Mtrftded 
from her. This ehild was'FriUi^kde OHille/^i^ •! 
-the age of twenty-six years, was caption or a •^Himpany 
of one hundred men in the city of Etouerf ^^liM il wis 
besieged by Charles iX. Being mortally wooiMil^' it 
the conclusion of an assault/ and having filll^tl-ft&fli the 
'rampart into the ditch^ some pioneers after ftfirij^f^idg lam 
of his clothes^ threw him into a gravid; toge^MT widi 
'another dead body^ and covered hiiii slightly ffHii-eaitb. 
Here he remained from eleven o'clock in ihkf fnoraittg 
till half past six in the evenings when hn selvallt- ttuae 
and dug him up. This faithfurdomestic^ enibnkcin|; die 
body of his master^ perceived some signs of rainailttiig 
life^ and carried him to tlie house in whi^h he VMd to 
lodge. There he lay five days tod five niglitSlridMliI 
speaking, stirring, or shewing any sign of seose^ fetit •Siliol 
from a fever as he had before beeii cold in €kiff 0nMw 
The city being taken by assault, the servants 49#urHDflter 
of the victorious army who was to lodge in A^ bblM 
where Civillc was, threw him on a bundle of strti^ 3i a 
back room, where being found by sonic of htt eMlwes,. 
they threw him out of the window. * He'forCiuiiltefy Itt 
upon a dunghill, where he lay in his shitt- inori fiuil. 
three days and nights. Being then discovered brj* midct 
his relations, who wai surprized to find him alivt^^ ttfie* 
moved him to a place of safety about -a liefiiptte IMiai 
Rouen, where he perfectly recovered frdat^^'ilijdies 
he had received. -.■•>•?*••■.- 

The following extraordinary narrativeis rehtttkd'^ If « 
Bruhier, in his '< Dissertation on' the Vu v o Alkikf ^tt 
tlie signs of Death." • . .-"r^i'M^: 

Two tradesmen of the Rue St. Honors at Paris, con- 
nected by the most intimate friendship, of equal fortune, 
dnd following the same business, had eath a rhfld, onc» 
g'oii, aud the other a daughter, nearly^ i 
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The first sentimients Uiat taught the girl that she had a 
heart, convinced her at the same time that it belonged 
to the youth, w ho was equally attached to her. This re- 
ciprocal inclination was strengthened by their frequent 
mutual visits with the approbation of their parents^ who 
observed with pleasure that the sentiments of their chil- 
dren accorded so completely with their bwn intentions. 
Their marriage was on the pointof being celebrated, when 
the whole plan was destroyed by a rich banker, who de^ 
inauded the young lady for his wife. The temptation of 
a much more brilliant fortune, suddenly changed the sea* 
tinients of her parents. Notwithstanding the repugnance 
to the match which their daughter testified, she, how- 
ever, yielded to the intreatiesof those to whom she owed 
her existence, married the banker, and, like a^virtaous 
woman, forbade the young man whom she loved, her pre- 
sence for ever. Th^ melancholy into which she was 
plunged by the fatal engagement she had contracted, 
brought on a disorder which overpowered her senses io 
such a manner, that she was supposed to be dead, and wils 
accordingly interred. 

The lover was not the last to be informed of the me- 
lancholy fate of his mistress. Recollecting that she had 
formerly experienced a violent attack of lethargy, he flat- 
tered himself that her present situation might be nothing 
more, and this idea not only suspended bia grief^ but 
made him resolve to bribe the aexton, with ni^iose assist- 
ance he took the deceased from her tomb, and carried 
her to his own house. He instantly employed every kind 
. of means to restore her to life, and had the inexpressibU 
happiness to find them attended with success. . 

It is easy to conoebre how great was .tiie asiooisbment 
of the lady, wh^n the fonnd herself ia a atraoge 1|0U9^ 
when she beheld her lover by the side of her bed, wd 
was acquainted wilh aU that happened during her letbar* 

Vol. II. s s s gic 
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lovr : viz. 3^ K>ns of timber, 42 cords of wood, 200 park- 
j)<\1('s^ and four coids and a hftif of brackets. A bough 
broke off before the trci? was felled, which wneighed 
fteveu tons ;ind u hulf. Tvo men v^ere miployed a 
iftoiuh in storkin;^ it. The treee was valued at G30l. 

JUi March 18(X)r an a9h-tix?e was cut down at Brongh- 
ton-Hal), uear Shipton, which voiitained upwards of 600 
feet of sound wood. The bole was Id feet long, squared 
:^ feet inches, and contained ]82feet'of wood» 

Uimensioni of a fir tree called the Duke, cut down in 

September 1801, in his Grace the J)uke- of ^Gordon's 

wood, of Glentnore, by the Kingston Port Company : — 

Length in bole o^l feet. 

Feet. 
Mcasurod at nine fe(*t from the root, 59 J square inches, ii 9j^ 

Ditto at 33 feet from ditto, 'JSJ ditto 182( 

Dittu ut -t'J feet, 19 ditto ^ 3|t 

Ditto ouL branch, 1.5 by \9 inches square 37j 

Ditto, dittu ]2 by 14 dittu 16| 

fWf5ft7 

.or, 9 tons, at 5l. per ton, is 4iA. The tree waft 9/0 
years old, was perfectly sound, excepting a little at tlie 
top, and at the small end of the branches. It was cut 
down ill three hours, by two Highland lads 18 years of 



Some Account of ^Ir. D.xMiiL Lambert, ofLeicutcTp 
supposed to be the heaviest Man in England. 

Mr. DAMl- L LAMIJEllT, of whom we have annex- 
ed an engraved lie presentation, taken from Vifu may 
justly be considered one of the greatest prodigies at pre- 
sent existing in this country. He is about thirty-six 
years of age, of the common stature, being about five 
feet, seven or eight inches in height, and has attained 
the enormous weight ot forty-nine stone twelve pottodi^ 
which is about half a hundred weight heavier tkan tbe 

celebrated 
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hanged; soon after which, the servant of a Canon of 
Cologne {mssed hy the gallows. Perceiving a palpita** 
tion, he was touched with com^Mission^ cut che cord, and 
revived his patient with some cold water procured from a 
neighbouring brook. The robber gradually recovered his 
iitrength, ttccoinpanicd his deliverer, who was going to 
the next town, and, while conversing with him, he caught 
hold of the bridle of his hors,e, crying out the horse 
belonged to him, and that the servant had stolen th^ 
beast from him. This dispute attrax;ted a great crowd, 
who in the indignation with which tliey were inspired, 
without hearing what the young man had to say in his 
justification, dragged him towards the gallows fjrom 
which he had so lately released his accuser. Fortunate- 
ly some of the inhabitants of th^ next town observing 
the c9ncourse of pco|>le proceeding towards the place of 
execution, which belonged in common to both towns, 
approached to see what was the matter. The servant be- 
ing then allowed to speak, related his adventure, and the 
manner in which he was rewarded for his kindness to the 
robber. The latter being recognised, was again tied up 
to the gallows, where he paid the just forfeit for bis 
crimes. 

About the year l685, a miller in the vicinity of Abbe- 
ville, passing near the plac« where a robbei', who had 
been hanged the preceding day, was exposed, imagined 
that he was not dead. An emotion of compassion pro- 
duced a desire of ascertaining the truth of his suspicion^ 
which was well founded} he took him down with the as- 
sistance of his carman, put him into his cart, and took 
him home. His endeavours to restore him to life were 
crowned whb such success, that in a fortnight his new- 
guest had recovered his perfect health* He iotendcd tp 
dismiss him wjth a ^um of money, but unfortunately he 
neglecttd too long to e?CeQute this de^ign, and one Sun- 

£ E E 2 day 
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day left him alone in tlie hou^. The wretch forgetting 
what he owed to his deliverer, to6k od vantage of the op- 
portunity, broke open a chest of drawers, aRfd carried 
off all the plate and cash he could find. The- miller 
upon his return perceived that he waH robbed, and had 
lib great difficulty to guess by whom, when he4i]»covered 
that his patient had disappeared. He pursaed the robber 
With his two sons and his corimn. They overtoo)c him 
about a league from the 8p6t> and immeiUutciy carrying 
him back to the gibbet from which he hsid been releated, 
they hung him up again, and pulled his legs with such 
viblence as to prevent the repetition of similar crinics. 
The king's attorney for the bailiwick of Abbeville being 
informed of the circumstance, directed the miller and 
his accomplices to be taken into custody. They were 
however advised to abscond, till they should obtain 
the king's permission to return. The letters of reeal 
granting this permission were prepared by M. GuiMin^ 
secretary to the king, by whose son- and grandson this 
circumstance was communicated to M. Bruhser. 



DRrAOrUL ACCIDENT, AND WONDERFLL PRE^EBVATIOIf 
- At MILE-KND. 

A C^AMITY threatening more dreadful consequeooei 
to the lives 4>f thoseinvolved in it, and yet productive' of 
-ie»s personal injury than that which on the i6ch of Jnljr 
1d04 happened in Duke Street, Mile End New Tovd, 
Wks rarely occurred. The foundation of two ^try old 
houses, No. S3 and 34, gave way, and the wretched in* 
habitants, consisting of eight poor femilies, ^^erebniwd 
in the ruins. '^ The time rendered •this event aorarMrfal 
•nd distressing; it was about half past six m Uie i 
ing, and the individuals were |On]y i f 

the destructive crash of both bou^s^ 
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Uic same time, tluealcned to cover them in one grave- 
Tlie fronts of both l)ouses fell into tl^e street, but the par- 
ty wall between reinained standing; the beams which 
supported the floors likewise remained without falling; 
-but the roofs, floors, joists^ &c. fell into the cellar. The 
alarm in the neighbourhood, occasioned by tlie tremen- 
dous noise of the descending ruin, was sudden, and those 
who rushed to the $pot at first imagined the premises to 
be on fire, as clouds of dust, which had the appearance 
of smoke, veiled the true calamity, A scene, however^ 
soon presented itself that left no fime for delay. The 
unfortunate victims were heard to utter the most doleful 
groans, and supplicate for assistance, from beneath 
the ruins, and the neighbours with the utmost ala- 
crity flew to their relief. They began by removing the 
upper beams and heavy timber, and listening with atten- 
tion whence the voices issued, they released no less than 
thirty-six persons from their painful situations; most of 
them were naked, and many of them bruised in a dread- 
ful manner; but, astonishing «fi it may appear, not/)ue 
life was lost, nor any bones broken. 

The following is a list of the sufferers : 

No.33.— Ground floor, Mrs. Jones and her twochildren. 

In the one pair front, Mr. Foster and two chiidten. — 
Back room ditto, Mrs. Lambert and daughter. 

Second floor fVont, Mrs. Lonnon and child. — Ditto 
back, Mrs. Shepherd and daughter. 

Third floor, Hoy^ton, wife, and son. 

No. 34. — Ground floor, William Box, wife, and three 
children. 

One pair front, Tiffin, tirifie, and three children. 

Ditto back, Nigbtiuj^ale and wife. 

Two pair. Eagle <a S€ulor with one arm) and *vife. 
. Ditto back. Mi's* DonA^r, Aged 96 years, being seven 
months bedridden, who wasalsa^taken to the workhouse, 

without 
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•i^'ithbut receiving the smallest injury; and % Mw» Hmt* 
kins, aged 74, who lived with her in thesam^ town, like- 
wise unhurt. The wife of Eagle, a sailori had- her breaic 

•and shoulder much-lorn. 

It was nearly twelire o'clock before tl)« last vat dog 
out of the ruins. One very remarkable circuBMtnnce 
vrns, a child of about six months old, after beiti|f abot^ 
three hours buried in the rubbish, when taken mil llakad, 
and cleaned from the dust, smiled in the face of liis de- 
liver.— *Thc feelings of nature manifested by different in- 
dividuals on the occasion, are not unworthy of notice: 
One woman when rescued, explaimed, '* Where art my 
three children f" Bo>c, the tenant of one of the houses, 
on being taken out, asked for bis wife and children ) an<i 
being told they were missing, resolutely resetted 
himself though much wounded. Another person i 
>Sicholson, after having esca[>ed, supported a piece of tn^ 
ber in the most perilous situation, until his wife got oat; 
after which the whole mass again gave way, and he was 
dreadfully wounded about the head and breast before Ift 
could be extricated. A woman who was delivered of a child 
the day before, received very little injury. The nnfor- 
tunatc sufferers were conveyed, within one hour afiber the 
accident, to the Lcmdon Hospital and parish work-bonae. 
The bruises experienced by these poor people weft botm 
part of their misfortunes: their small ^tock of deetbi 
and property was either pillaged or destroyed, and-Bumjr 
of them were scarcely left in possession of sofficiCftt to 
cover them. .... 

The volunteers remained on duty the whole of the day. 
A Colour! of the ninth Loyal London Volunteen arrived 
there about eleven, and set a laudable cxaaipley bj 
makinp: a collection for the unhappy sufferen, He.pat* 
li. 8:^. (kI. into the hands of Mr. John GiUrin^ ItmBmi: 

.f>f the Halifax Head, ^ho is one of tbei«UlidMlqipi 
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f tli« parish, for tbeir use and comfort. Jones, who is 
a Custom-house othc€r,.!va5 out on duty, and arrived in 
sight of his house just in time to see it i'alL 

The houses were originally built of old materials, and 
had stood thirty-eight years. The surveyor of the district 
as well as .the landlord of the premises, gave notice to the 
inhabitantH, some weeks be i ore to quit, us their lives 
were not thought safe; and several of the poor sufferers^ 
in consequence of that advice, had looked out for dwei*, 
lings to remove to ; but,, failing of success, were under 
tlic necessity of remaining where they were. 



f TO THl^ EDITOR OF THE SCIENTIFIC AND WONDERFUlb 

MUSEUM. ^ 

I hftw transmitted you tbc following Mcmomodumt of remarkable Treeii^ 
the produce of this Country, which 1 think merit preservation in your Mit- 
eellany; and as I ha?e not seen any descriptions of the like nature io It, 
they will (1 flatter myself) add to the pleasing variety of your very interest- 
ing Museuwt aud at the same time prove acceptable to tba admirers o( 
U^e singular productions of nature. If agreeable, I purpose sending a con^ 
tinuatiou of them for some Aiture number of the Scientific Magazine. 
Your Humble Ser\'ant« 
NoTTiKCHAM, Jnltf 1804. D. B L. 

1 HERE is not perhaps at present^ in this country^ socU 
an chn as was, in the year 1674, cut down in the park of 
Sir Walter Bagot in Staffordshire. The particulars re- 
corded in the family are, thtit two men were five days in 
felling it; it measured 40 yards to the top in length; the 
stool was 1.5 yards £ feet in circumference ; 14 loads were 
broken in the £all, 48 loads were contained in the top ; 
there were made out of it 80 pair of naves for wheels, 
and 86(30 feet of boards and planks. It cost, at a ttmi^ 
when labour was much lower rated than at present, 1(ri« 
7s. for sawing. The whole substance was computed to 
4^cigh 97 tons. In May 176O, an oak was felled near 

Ludlow in Shropshire) the contents of which were as foU ' 

low: 
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low : vi/,. SG K>ns of timber, 42 cords of wood^ 200 park- 
pales^ and foui cords and a half of brackets^ A bough 
Lroice olF be lore the trei? W«6 felled^ which \neighed 
seven tons and a half. Tv('0 meti v^ere pmplojed a 
iftontb in stockin;; it. The treee- was vahied at Q.501. 

In March 1800, nn a»h-ti\e was cut down at Broiigh- 
ton-Iial), uear Shipton, which coiitaiued upwards of 600 
foot of sound wood. The bolewas 13ieet IpDgj scjuared 
y feet 9 inches, and contained 18(2 feet '6JFlr6dd*. 

Dimensionri of a fir tree called the Diftc, c^ down in 

September 1801, iu his Grace the I)uke**of «.€kMEdoD'» 

wood, of Glenmore, by the Kingston Port Company: — 

Length in bole oQ feet. ; 

Feet. 
Mcasurod at nine feet fruin the root, 39^ f qaarc inches^ ii 95| 

Ditto at 33 feci from (littu» '2^ ditto ]88| 

Ditto at 4ri feet, 19 ditto ^ 3% 

Ditto out braiurbf Xh by 19 inches sr^uare >^lft 

Ditto, ditto ]2 by 14 ditto IjB 

or, 9 tons, at 5l. per ton, is 4yl. Tlie tree wmif^)09 
years old^ was perfectly sound, excepting a iTtde m££bt 
top, and at the small end of the branches. Itvas^CBl. 
down in three hours, by two liitirhland lads ISjr^uVof 



Some Account of y\v. Damll Lambert, ofLcicaUr, 
supposed to be the heaviest Man in Englamdm 

Mr. DAMEL LAMBERT, of whom we havMMac- 
ed an engraved lie presentation, taken frooi l0L'.||iajf 
justly be considered one of the greatest prodigies at pie* 
sent existing in this country. He is about thirty-six 
years of age, of the common stature, being about five 
feet, seven or eight inches in height, and has attained 
the enormous weight of forty-nine stone twelve pouds^ 
which is about half a hundred weight heafivr thaa tte 

o^hrated 
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celebrated Bright of Maiden in Essex, X^hose waistcoat 
was so capacious, that seven men might be buttoned up in 
it. Wlien seated, his thighs are so covered by his belly, 
that nothing but his knees are to be seen ; while the flesh 
of his legs, which resemble stuffed pillows, projects in 
such a manner as nearly to bury his feet, Notwithstand* 
ing his extreme obesity, however, those who have secQ 
this remarkable man, declarethat his body and limbs 
from head to feet bear a very exact prdportioa to each 
other. 

In his situation of keeper of the Bridewell at Leices* 
ter, Mr. Lambert evinces a humane and benevolent dit« 
position. He is an intelligent man^ reads muqh, and 
possesses great vivacity. 

Till within the last three years, Mr. Lambert was very 
active in all the sports of the field, and though bis exces^ 
sive corpulence now prevents him from partaking in tbem, 
he still keeps dogs to which he if extremely attached. 
He was likewise noted as an excellent swimmer, and as a 
celebrated feeder of cocks. 

The following anecdote is related of him i-— Soma 
time since a man w^ith a dancing bear, going through 
the town, one of Mr. Lambert's dogs taking a dit«^ 
like to his shaggy appearance, made a violent attack 
upon the defenceless animal. Bruin^s master did not fail 
to take the part of his companion, and, in his torn, began 
to belabor the dog. Lambert being a witoest of the fray, 
hastened with all possible expedition from the teat or 
settle (on which he makes a practice of sitting at hit owa 
door,) to rescue his dog. At this moment the bear, tum^ 
ing round suddenly, threw down hit unwieldy antagonisti 
who from terror, and hit own weight, was abtolately 
unable to rise again, and with difficulty got rid of bit 
formidable opponent. 

Mr. Lambert much disliked to let his w#ightbe koown^ 
Vol. H. t f t and 
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and frequently objected to being weighed for that pur- 
pose. Going, however^ one day to a cocking maiteh at 
Loughborough in a carriage^ into which be was obliged 
to get sideways ; by a preconcerted' plan of some of 
his friends, he was taken over a weighing machine^ and 
thns^ to his no small mortification^ it was ascertained 
-with the utmost facility. 

We understand that, as it has lately been resoWed Ui 
transfer the business of the Bridewell to the county goal^ 
Mr. Lnmbert is about to retire from a situation in whick 
he has given such satisfaction^ that the town of Leicefter 
has voted him a pension. 

Farthtr Account of the Cameleon, containing a Correc* 
tion of several vulgar Errors; with Expcrimenis oH the 
wonderful Properties of that animal, by M. OoLBBftT* 

Towards the end of the year 1786, I made a coUtee- 
tion of several cameleons^ of all sizes and ages, and I 
derived pleasure from observing them with atteotion. 

The £rst object of my curiosity was the nature mod- va» 
riety of colours which this animal was capable of assom* 
ing; and I soon convinced myself that the cameleon 
does not adopt the colours of the objects which surroiiBd 
or cover it; that the changes to which its natoral colour 
"is subject^ are o^wing only to the painful affections wbidi 
this animal iuternally experiences^ and of 'which k it 
susceptible in a singular degree. 

Its natural colour is that of the finest green irirrildi 
and this hue I always observed it to possess when in^ 
)»tate of liberty, and perched like a parrot on the br^ncll 
of some young tree, ornamented with beautiful fidiagiPb 
iBmong which it cannot be perceived qx digtinguUiMd 
witliout diflicult}', no more than when it onef{4. 0rdiW 
carelessly among the verdft^t h.^rt}agi^ .. / '^ • • , , ./. 

.U:Aif 



'^^if' 



FARTHER ACCOUNT OF THE CAMELEON. 41 1 

At this time it is not only of the fii\est emerald green, 
but it is likewise most healthy and corpulent. A state of 
liberty, and the privilege of living among grass, or flou- 
rishing trees, appeared to me two indispensable circum 
stances for maintaining the beautiful green colour of the 
camel eon, as well as its general healthy appearance. 

From the moment that the liberty and security of this 
reptile were troubled or restricted, I could perceive alte- 
rations in the freshness and brilliancy of its colour, and 
in the plumpness of its whole body. When I kept my 
cameleons in a cage, and plagued or tormented them, 
I saw that they laboured under anguish and rage, which 
they expressed by expiring the air so strongly, that its 
force became audible, soon after which these . animals 
grew lean, and their fine colour was tarnished. On con j 
tinuing to torment them, the dull green became a yellow 
green and afterwards a yellow, spotted with red ; then 
a yellow-brown, spotted with red-brown; next a brown- 
grey, marked with black : at lehgth my cameleons adopt- 
ed different shades, and became gradually thinner. These 
were the only colours I could make them assume. 

After I had thus tormented them, and kept them priso- 
ners for several days, I used to set them at liberty. I 
conveyed them to the grass^ or a tree, and notwithstand- 
ing their black and meagre appearance, they resumed 
their green colour and their corpulence. 

I often wrapped my cameleons, in white, red, blue, 
violet, purple, and green stu08, in which I left them 
whole days together, and on visiting my poor prisoners, 
I found that they had assumed none of those colours, but 
were always of a yellow green, dull yellow, or blackish 
grey, which are those they always assume when in dis- 
tress or pain. r 

The skin of the cameleon is of a very fine and delicate 
texture; it is extremely soft and cold to the tailUi, and 

Y I F '2 whea 
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When observed with a magnifying glass pf copsideraUe 
power, on ilie living animal, it appeared like a shagrefQ. 
But though so very line and supple, it is not glossy; yet 
the little points or eminences upon it may be said to be 
imperceptible, as they can scarcely be 4istuigvished by 
the naked eye* It is exceed! ngly tenaoioas, and posa^ses 
» great portion of elasticity as well as the faculty oiex-. 
panding and contracting to a considerable degree. 

it is doubtless to this contexture of the skin, that we 
must attribute the facility with which ibe eameleon 
changes its colour, according to tlie degree of dUatatioti 
or contraction which it undergoes ; and it is equally cer- 
tain that those sadden chiinges in the animal which ittW- ^ 
uish us so much, are derived from thesame cause. 

The cameleon however possesses a much tnore extraor- 
dinary faculty than the changing of colour, thtft of di^ 
lating and contracting itself at pleasure. The ca^tMie^ 
its expansion is the air which it inspires: for thisaif <k^. 
not remain in its breast, stomach, or intestines^ but p^ 
netrates through every gart of its body so generally uiid 
completely that its whole frame is filled, even to the ms,^ 
tremities of its feet and tail, as well as its eyes^ whidl wa 
then more full and projecting. 

This facility of imbing air must be very great, tl^ 
cause I observed my cameleons, after being several day* 
in a declining or decaying state, recover tbefar BeA, wmA 
xe-expand to the utmost degree in a short space of time | 
and I have likewise seen them remain fat and bloctedl for 
a fortnight together, soon after which they become' 4^ 
contracted^ as apparently to be nothing but ikia uHi 
bones. 

But it must not be imagined, that in its stale ef koMl 
the cameleon merely resembles a skin filled with «r; cm 
the contrary, it appears fat, and its ilMh Am nan^g^^ ^g^ 
iributedoTer every part of its body. ' • . ^ 
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In its last degree of contmctiofi^ when this animal has 
almost entirely voided its air, and rettims only the qiian* 
tity necessary for the preservatioa of its vitai faculties, 
the extreme leanness of its body is astonishing; and it 
appears extraordinary, that when the animal moves, or 
in particular when it turns, it resen^bles an empty sack 
th»t has been twisted up* 

Wishing to ascertain to what degree the camcleon is 
capable of carrying the faculty attributed to it, of livings 
upon air, and exisnng a length of time without eating; 
at the end of tlie year 1786j at Isle St. Louis, in die Se 
negal, I subjected my camelepns, being seven in nuuibcrt 
and in a state of perfect health, to the experiments which 
I wished to make and describe. 

I inclosed five of these animals in separate cages of 
iron wire, which were covered with a very fine gauze^ 
but of such a close texture, that no insect could past 
through it. I suspended my cages by means of cords 
and pullies to the ceiling of my chamber $ the cords of all 
these little prisons being tied together, and phiced in a, 
wooden box that was fixed to the wail and locked. With 
this precaution, I was sure that nobody could let down 
my cages, that my cameleons could receive no food, and 
ih'dt they were condemned to the most perfect abstinencei 
I numbered my cages with, the figures 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. 

It was on the first of November that I began my expe- 
riments ; I visited my unfortunate prisoners, who were 
destined to perish of hunger, four times in every twenty* 
four hours. In a few days they became meagre, and 
turned to a blackish grey colour, which was .a certaiir 
eign of their distress; but having arrived at a great degree 
of leanness, they remained in the same state for the space 
of a month, without my being able to perceive that they 
suffered any very evident diminution of their strength. 

The cages in which I hod confined them were fifteen 

inches 
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inches high, and were crossed by litdc »tieksritif the mid- 
dle, like the perches in bird-cages. ' 

Whenever I let down my cages, for tbept^ipdse of ob- 
fCTTing my cameleons, they opened theirmotltbs, and 
rtpired the air Strongly at me ; these expirations were 
Tery perceptible, and could be distinctly hietirS." * * 

During the first six weeks, my prisoners ibovi^djabont 
their cages, from the lop to the bottom. In the Inoming 
I generally found them at the top, but aftefr tli^ iohov^- 
mentioned period, T remarked that they drd hot ascend 
so high; and in short, at the end of two inbbtbs^ they 
Ho longer quitted the bottoms of their cages ; thciV fean- 
Bess became extreme, their weakness and languor wer^ 
very perceptible, their skin was almost b1ac^,^find I oB-' 
served a heaviness in the motion of their eVes. * Thejr> 
however, retained the faculty of swelling ttreinselVes ttp^ 
but only to about half their usual size ; thcfir wi&ed'inke 
never filled, and speedily became contracted. ''\ *^ " 

By the first day of January, they had arrived lit:iiic^ 
a degree of leanness, that they were nothing' otbi^ thaii 
animated skeletons, and I was convinced they <i6^tt lit^f 
long cxi*t. Nevertheless No. 3 which died first, diStllit 
expire till the (!8th of January; No. r, died on the tKUh 
of the same month ; No. 4, expired iti I he iTiglu of the 
13th of February, an<l No. S witlij^tood lite |umi^hiitent 
of hunger till the 23d of February^ on the morning of 
which day it fell a victim. No. C, cuntimied ulivc on the 
24lh of Fcljuuary, but was so feeble niid exhausted, llitit 
I believed it to be near the period of \u tnUimt^v ; f wiis 
then inclined to release it, without, however, hoping ihnt 
it could live. It had subsisted upan Air three months^ 
and twcnty-fo!ir days at the time I d( li^orcd it from im* 
priboument. I took it to the garden, wlu-n^ 1 «ct if at \l* 
berty, and in a fortnight it had sicqnirr'l **'*lfmr atitl" 
strength^ and even begitn to re-.fill ititlf. 
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Oil tiie 30th of March, it ^as of a green colour, but 
itill pale, and had perfectly recovered the faculty of ex- 
pansion. Its health and strenglh appeared to me to be 
tMitirely restored in the month of April; but towards the 
end of that month it, escaped, and my endeavoms 'to find 
it were unsuccessful, so that I was not able to ascertain 
whether the health of my cameleon was really and com-' 
pletely re-established ; but doubtless tiie long abstinence 
which it underwent must have abridged the duration of 
its life- 
It now remains for me to notice the eyes of the came- 
leon, which arc covered with a membrane, that serves 
instead of eyc-litls. This membrane is like a case, perfo- 
rated in the middle by a longitudinal hole, about a line 
wide in the largest part. Through this orifice the ani- 
mal sees and exposes to view a trown pupil, bordered by 
a small gold circle, and extremely blight and shining. — 
This case possesses the faculty of following all the mo- 
tions of the eye, in which respect it differs entirely from 
the common organization of the eye-lids of other ani- 
mals. In the present case the motions of the eye-lid so 
exactly correspond with those of the eye, that they are ab- 
solutely one, and the same 4 and in all the motions the 
little aperture of the eye-lid answers in every res|)ect lo 
the central point of the pupil. But what is still more 
singular, and I believe peculiar to this animal is the fa- 
culty of moving its eyes in every possible direction, and 
wholly independent of each other. The cameleon moves 
one of its eyes, while the other remains motionless; with 
one he looks before, and with the other behind, or one 
is turned up towards the sky, while the other looks down 
at the ground. These contrary motions are executed to- 
gether with a prodigious rapidity, or alternately with Btill 
more astonishing quickness; and they are carried to such 
a degree, that the pupil even passps und^r the project!^ 

whick 
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which Bervo for tifie eyc-brbw, 4nd Iikcwi§^ bttril^ i^f 
Mddenly in thd corner of the orbit; so iknJt the animil 
Teudily^ and at the same tii;ie>di»coTefs objects- 4Uluatiid 
both behintl and before, without in die least degree jhot* 
log his head, which is dosely eonfined ^o hisshouklenN 

These rapid evolutions give the animal the facility 0i 
teeing at once in every direction, and of constantly <&- 
serving whatever passes aroxind. The object of this coo-' 
formation is doubtless the security of the CaiiieIeon> ipad 
to enable it to catch the small insects and flies npoii 
yrhich it feeds. 

Description of the Termite, uriou$ J/rkan tjuri-f , and 
Account of the wonder^ Nests it comtructs. 

We bavalon; b«en taught to regard i th admiration th^ ^xtrtoriUaarf 
industry, the amazing ingenuity, aitd the ioteritat re^it1aib»£ and a^c«ni> 
Bf of the coinmoQ wealth of bceaj but liere we find axi insect virhoM- labouri 
are not only far more wi>ndcr^I than theirs, but compmred mth which the 
luoft celebrated monumeuU of human industry dwindle iato LnuguiJSdnce. 

1 HE Termite is found in almc sfall the western regions 
of the African Continent, b v'een Cape Bojador, and 
Cape Blanco. Linnaius descri s thk insect by the name 
of Termts, but it is commonly knou n by the denornina^ 
lion of the white ant. These little ntiitnals afford tht* ob- 
server many subjects of astoni ment. They effect, in ft 
moment, inconceivable destr 'tion^ and erect moiiit- 
ments of such prodigious litude and solidity, that, 

if compared with t i extn lallness of the inlets by 

which they are c ruclt , t ly appear far more won* 
dcrful than the pn tions of human iiiduitry. 

Of this kind of cts tu ists are acquainted with 
four species. T is d igui^hed by the name of 

the Belligerent Termite, a he largest species. The 

nests of these animals are large hand^me pyiamids, fif* 
«#en or sixteen feet in height a ace of iba 

^ eartli 
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Mrihj and ai» many below it. The second species is the 
Atrocious Termite, whose nests are likewise of a pyrami* 
dal form, but neither so lofty nor extensive as the for- 
mer. Its ravages, however, are more fatal, and its punc- 
tures more painful and dangerous. The Biting Termite 
forms the third speciesy and constructs its nest in the 
form of a cylindrical turret, four feet high, and one in 
diameter. The turret is covered wfth a conical roof 
which projects some inches over, and beyond the build- 
ing, the object of which is doubtless to prevent it from 
being injured by rain. The fourth species is termed by 
naturalists the Destroying Termite, a«d constructs sphe* 
rical nests round the brancK of a tree, which passes in- 
tirely through them. 

As the manners of all these species are nearly the 
fame, we shall confine ourselves to a more particular dc- 
ccrunt of the first, which is in every respect the most 
remarkable. 

The termites are divided into societies, each society 
builds a nest, and each nest belongs to an innumerable 
quantity of these insects, who are subject to a king and 
qneen. These, like many other insects pass through se- 
veral stages of existence before they arrive at the state of 
a perfect animal. 

The first state of the life of the termites, is that of 
larvae, when the insect is not more than two lines in 
length. It is then of a white colour, has six legs, three 
on each side, a small head without eyes, antennse com- 
posed of small globules joined together, and tapering to 
the extremity, with small jaws. The larva; are charged 
with all the labour Of building, and with the care of the 
provisions, and it is they that reduce to an impalpable 
powder the most enormous tree*, and the strongest 
pieces of timber. In this state of the termite insect, it 
would be the plague of Africa, if ^those extraordinary 
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pow^s of devastation with whicli these larvai^are iodoe^t ^ 
were not directed to a useful end, 

Theae blind animfils never nttack green and heahb/ 
voodj but only that wliich being in a staie of decajiV 
tends but to impede veget^uionj and the circulation of 
the air in the vast forests of j\frica. It i$ these lanr® f 
which likewise devour the enormous animals thai die in « 
the centre of those solitary forests, either of old age, by 
accident, or of the wounds they receive in the battles that 
continually take place between them. The putrid eicha* 
lations of thest? large carcases would probably hifei:t the 
continent of Africa, if the instinct of the termites did not 
speedily effect their destructioiu 

The second state is that of the chrysalis. In this, m 
In the former state, die Insects are blind; the head is 
larger, and is provided with long pointed jaws withoui 
teeth. It is the chrysalids that arc chargt^d with all Uie 
labour and the a^conomy of the nests ; it it they tha| 
compel the larva; to work, and that construct all tJie in- 
terior recesses in which the eggs are deposited. Thcj 
are likewise the nurses and tlje warriors of the commu- 
nity. The larvae do noc fight, nor arc they armed foe 
battle; the clirysaUds are therefore charged with the de- 
fence of the state; they repel external attacks, and op- 
pose the daring invader of their ptaeeful habitatiou^, 
biting him with the utujoat fury. 

The termites, at length arrive at their perfect statr^ 
when they have wings and lly off in innumerable quan* 
titles. It is only in this third state that they are of dilFe* 
rent sexes, and are capable of propagatiEig their species. 
After the last trailsfurmanon into winged iniecu, they 
are pursued with great avidity by the birds. Their irltigi 
soon become dry, they drop down, and cover the surface 
both of the *%>rth and waters. Ju some parts they aic 
collected bv the nc^^roes and eaten. 
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* "We are not acquainted with the duration of the whole 
life of the termite; in its winged state it does riot live 
more than two days. Towards the evening of the second 
dajrthey lose their strength, and these little animals, so 
> active and industrious in the state of larvie and chrysa- 
Kds, bcome feeble, stupid, and incapable of resisting 
the snallest insects; they suffer themselves to betaken 
even by the ants, and to be dragged to their nests without 
opposition. 

All the winged termites however do not perish in this 
dreadful destruction. The king and queen, whose bus!' 
nes3 it is to propagate their species are winged termitesi 
and some pairs of themj at the moment of the universal 
ruin of the third class, are found by the larvae, and car- 
ried off for the purpose of founding new colonies. Be- 
ing conveyed either to an old or newly constructed nest, 
they are there inclosed in a large cell, which is the royal 
chamber or nuptial prison. They arc fed by the larvae 
and chrysalids, lose their wings, and pass their lives in 
perfect indolence, being apparently destined only for the 
propagation of their species. The length of the king 
never exceeds four lines, but the queen grows to the com- 
paratively enormous size of five inches. 

Sparman asserts^ that the queen lays sixty eggs in a 
minute, which makes eighty-six thousand, four hundred 
eggs in twenty-four hours. Whether this process be 
continued has not yet been ascertained ; but the infinite 
multitude of termites that are every where seen in Africa^ 
arc sufficient to induce a belief that the laying is perpe- 
tual. 

The following is the account of the pyramids or nesti ' 
constructed by the belligerent termites, as given by a late 
intelligent traveller, M. Golbery. 

'* I took a ride,*' says he, '^ one morning at sun-rise^ 
folloved by my black sorvant and interpreter, and ac- 
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companied by Sonkoary, a relation of tbekiog of Bam, 
(on the river Gambia), and presumptive beir of that lit- 
tle kingdom. Tbe object oi my ride was to viait the 
wood Lamnya, situated to tbe west of Albceda, aodabom 
two miles from that village. 

^' This wood^ which is above two leagues ia cixcumfiB* 
rence^ is comprised of trees of the largest apaciea, tbe 
leaves of which resemble those of tbe plane*tree« Tbej 
are all very old^ and upwards of fifty feet distant from eacl| 
other. Their superb heads touch and internux> fonaing 
a doine^ which is the more beautiful^ because the tnmb 
being free from branches to the height of sixty feet^ have 
the appearance of noble columns. 

'^ On approaching this wood^ I was much astoniahedto 
perceive a number of pyramids, ten, fifteeOj and eves 
sixteen feet high^ of a red colour, exactly similar totbit 
of well-burned brick. 

'^ Tlie size and form of these constnictions caused IM 
to imagine that they were sepulchral monomeats erected 
to the memory of the ancient M and ing warriors at Bani| 
till i enquired of my interpreter. Sonkoary replied that 
these edifices were ttie work of the termiteSj and' tiie 
nests of those insects which swarmed in every part of the 
forest. 1 quickened my puce, and arrived at the wood 
of Lamaya^ being anxious to observe with attention tbs 
astonishing labours of an insect with which I wasimac^ 
quainted till I resided in Africa. 

^' I could scarcely conceive bow these dimiontive anir 
mals were capable of erecting such extraordinarj edifi* 
ces; there were upwards of forty pyramids^ three hoB- 
dredy and in some instances five hundred paces distant 
from each other, rising ten, twelve and even 
feet above the soil; their bases were all from one! 
dred to one hundred and twenty feet square*- Tliea^] 
numents appeared to me as surpri^ng as tbe pjraMds.of 

Memj^kiitt 
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Memphis^ and even more so, becauae they were the woik 
of an insect. 

'^ There are long galleries -leading to the interior 4lf 
these pyramids, and these galleries contain an immense 
oumbei of ceJs in form resembling the inside of half of 
a very sinnli nub-sbell. These cells, are wainscotted^ being 
internally lined with small filaments of wood^ about tht 
thickness of a hair, which are joined and fixed with 
great art by the side of each other. These when viewed 
through a magnifying glass^ have the appearance of a 
floor formed of small rushes glued and dove-tailed to each 
other. In this manner the whole interior Surface of each 
cell is covered ; and it can only be by means of a sub« 
stance perfectly glutinous^ that the insect can unite with 
such neatness and solidity the minute filaments it employs 
to line the inside of its nurseries. 

*' it would be both curious and philosophical to oca* 
pare tlie pyramids of the wood of Lamaya^ the admira* 
ble work of very small insects^ to the pyramids of Egypt^ 
the boasted productions of human industry* 

'' From this comparison, it is evident that the Egyptian 
pyramids are far inferior in magnitude to those of the 
wood of Lamaya, when we consider the relative proper* 
tions of their respective architects. The highest of the 
pyramids of Ghiza is not above four hundred and fifty 
feet in height, and supposing the stature of the Egyp- 
tians to be only five ^et (which is far below the ordinary 
height of man) the proportion of the largest of the Egyp- 
tian [)yiamids to a man of five feet, would only be as four 
huridred and titty to five, or ninety to one. 

" It has been already observed, that the termite lar- 
vaj are the builders and masons of their empire, and that 
their length is not more than three lines. Consequently 
the highest of the pyramids in the wood of Laaiay«t 
which was sevQnteea feet above the ground, when oobi* 
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faxed to the termite krviOr will be as^ two thoiMOff'fbwf 
bundrcd add forty-*eight to three^ or eight buodrcd aoA 
Hiyleen tooBe. 

>-*^Th€ pyramids of Lamaya are, therefore^ inarelft- 
live proportion, infinitely higher than tiioae of Egypt, 
acid if we consider the masses, and the time respectively 
fiBployed in the constructions, together with the great 
lijgmber of these pyracnida of the teroiitest, that eziil in 
i^fffica, we shall be compelled to admire the powers 
ivhich the Creator has granted to one of the smallest of 
jiiKCts^ ..an4 to view with a more modest eye, tboae cele* 
brated nkoamnents of ancient Egypt^ the dfecriptioa of 
i^ch i^ SQ flattering to the pride of man.'' 
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X^HE ^^t beli in Lincoln cathedral, called Tour. of 
I^acoln, meusuresi twenty-two feet eight inches flr-^cm 
cunp^ferepce^ weighs nearly five ton&t and will hoM?|biii 
hundred and twenty-four gallons^ ale measure. • ** 2 



At Erfurt in Germany^ there is a bell/ leckoned oneef 
the largest in Europe. It weighs upwards of twelve4oaa> 
is nearly eleven feet in height, and as many yards 10 ciM 
Cumference, It is said that its sound may be heard titba 
distance of twen(y-rfour miles. 



Among the curiosities of Strasburg cathedral, are'two 
large bells, one of which is of brass, and weighs Km 
tons; the other is of silver, and is said to weigb Ao^4 
tw6 tons. ', 



. In the Arademy of Sciences at Petersburg, is a repeal 
^Bg watch, about the size of an egg ; within is'repriiltm' 
cd our Savipou's. tomb^ with tiie ston^at'die^-efltfWiMi 
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aind tfce centinels guardmg it. While the «pecta*ibr ti 
fidmiring dirs ciuious piece of media n ism, the. stoiife 
is Jiuddenly removed, the angels appear, thewom^neattt 
the sepulchre, and the same chant is heard which is per^ 
formed in the Greek church on Easter Evel 



At Lucem in Switzerland, i« to be seen n topograp^ii- 
cal representation of the. most mountainous part of that 
country, the workmanship of General Pfiffer, « nati^'ie 
of the above town. It is a model twelve feet in length, 
and nine a!i:l a half in breadth. Th • materiabi of which 
it is mutle are principally a composition of charCoat, 
lime, clny, and pitch, with a thin coat of wax. It is so 
hard, that it may be trodden upon without sustaining 
liny injury. The wliokj is painted with different colour!^ 
representing the objects as they appear in nature, an^^ »t 
is particularly worthy of observation, that not only tAlc 
woods of oak, beech, pine, and other trees, are accarat^Ij^ 
disiinguisUed, but the figures of the rocks are likewise 
preserved, each beini; shaped upon th<> spot, and fornved 
of granite, gravel, c<\lcareous stone, or such other su4»- 
stance as compose the original motintains. The eleya* 
tions are taken from tlie level of tlie lake of Luccrn, aiw! 
the plan is so minutely exact, that it comprehends not 
only all tlie mountains, lakes, towns, vilhiges, and forests, 
but likewise every cottage, stream, road, and even foot- 
pa'Ji, is distinctly represented. In \7<)\, when this mo- 
nument of patient ingenuity wa« examined by Count 
Stollberg, it couiainod a miniature of an extent of coun- 
try equal to two hundred and twenty square leagues- 



Dr. Oliver infomis us, that in Holland an English gen- 
tleman or.cji hewed him a cherry-stone, with o»e faun^ 
dred and twenty -four head^ eni^raven upon it, tmd alico 
perfect that the naked eye might distingoiiii those of 

kings. 
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kings^ popes, cardinah, &c. by their crowos sndl fltifrcn 
This curiosity was bought in Prussia, for diiee hoDdrtd 
pounds^ and is said to have beien the workmattihip of 4 
poor wretch in prison at Dant2nck« 



In the Royal Museum at Copeahagen, a stone of the 
tame kind is preserved^ on which are engraTed two hna* 
dred and twenty heads^ but they are so small aa M appear 
imperfect and confused. 



«^S4»S^S^»^^.^ 



Account of the horrid Murder of a wAok Familjf a# Pt* 
tersburgk, and Description of the cruel PunUkaumt ia^ 

Jiicied on the Perpetrator. 

About the beginning of the winter of I80a*-*4>4fct 

public attention at Petersburgh was much engaged bjOBf 
of the most atrocious murders ever heard of: a whole ii^ 
mily were found massacred in their sleep^ in the i 
of Petersburgh. A man and bis wife lay ia bed * 
their heads nearly cutoff, a subaltern officer lay alretdied 
on the floor in the same state; near the door waa a boy 
about twelve years of age, who probably having atlenpl^ 
ed to escape^ was beheaded and cruelly mangkd ; iaa 
cradle was found a child nearly frozen to deathj and \ 
a table in the room were seen a pack of carda^ 
brandy bottle, and a few pieces of copper. 

It was about four days after the murder before the < 
CO very was made, when his Imperial Majes^ 
in person, and saw the horrid spectacle, froaen intOi 
mass of ice; he threatened the police withaeTeie 
quences if the assaisins were not apprehended in 48 
hours, gave 100 rubiei for the relief of the iofiui^ and 
promised a thousand for the discovery of the ofienderlL 

By the following day, 147 persons were taken jail 
custody, and among them the villain w ^ I limmg^ 



J 



HORRID MURrlER AT PETERSBURG. 425 

ty of the crime. He was a carpenter, who had worked 
in the neighbuuihood, and having heard that the people 
possessed a small sum of money, \Vent one evening to 
beg a lodging, when, after having regaled them with 
brand}', he took an opportunity when they were all 
asleep, to treat them in the manner above related, robbed 
tlie house of about one hundred rubles, fastened the win- 
dows, h-iving fixed a padlock on the* door, and walked 
off unnoticed. On the Saturday mornings following, 
about ten o'clock, he was conducted to the place of exe- 
cution. First went the police master, then a posse of 
police officers on horseback, two and two, four ranks of 
foot soldiers, twelve deep, behind the last rank was the 
murderer, on each side of him marched a soldier with a 
drawn sabre; on his right and left twelve others with 
fixed bayonets. 

He was a tall handsome young man, abput twenty-six 
years of age, about six feet high, dressed in a blue coat, 
resembling that of a blue-coat boy; he was accompanied 
by two others, who were to suffer for forgery, with the 
executioner carrying the knoots tied up in canvas, and 
about six ranks of foot soldiers closed the rear. The phy- 
siognomv of the murderer was such as would have stag- 
gered even Lavater himself; his countenance was dpea 
and honest, nor had he the least appearance of possess 
ing so base a heart. 

The stake prepared for him was a strong block of 
wood, fixed in the ground, with three grooves at the top^ 
and two rings near the bottom : the middle groove was for 
the neck, and the two others for the arm pits, the rings 
below to lock round the ancles) about the stake! were 
laid coarse skins, especially where the knoot-master trod, 
upon which lay his whips, marking-irons, pincers, &c. 
An officer then read a paper to the people, signifying that 
forgery upon the. Imperial bank beipg a capital crime. 

Vol.. II. M H H* and 
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and two of the prisoners convicted of it, were cdtidMI<* 
nod to receive eleven blows of the knoot, to have their 
nostrils pulled out, and be banished for life to Siberia : 
the murderer of so many persons to receive S99 blows, to 
be branded three limes in the face, have his nostrils paUe4 
oat, and (if then alive) be banished for life to tbe mine* 
of Siberia. 

The executioner and his cissistants then stripped him, 
tied his hands across, and led him to the post; after fix- 
ing his ankles, they bent his neck and arms over it, and 
drew the rope with which his hands were tied through the 
ring on the opposite side, which seemed to stretch all the 
muscles of the back. He then retired about four Or five 
yards from him, and taking up one of the fenootSj work- 
ed it with his hand to give it a proper elasticity. Walk- 
ing towards the criminal with four or five steady steps^ 
then taking a spring, he struck a perpendicular sitroke 
with a heavy, loud crack. Tiie first stroke cut from tilt 
right siJe of the bottom of the neck to the left arm-pit. 
The effect was visible in a moment, and by the violencfel 
of his screams afforded reason to suppose that* tbe pai^ 
was very great; the second was about half an inch beljD# 
the fust, and «o on till 23, when changing the wfaip^ dib 
operator erased the former wounds, striking from the left 
side to the right, and afterwards quite perpendicalar. 
The strokes were given with the greatest regularity; be- 
tween each a person might deliberately count eighty tibe 
executioner always walking slowly to and from the istak^ 

His cries were now so terrible, that some of the ipe<^ 
tators were obliged to turn their backs, and put their&K 
gers in their ears. All were quiet and silent, aUd tib^ 
crack of the knoot was heard to a great distance. Afte 
receiving 300 lashes the culprit's voice grew faint^ Mil 
during the last 100 he shewed no signs of life whMem« 
tiie whole of tbe upper part of the back being hMttnto 

ubiack 
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a black mummy. After the last blow the assistants lift- 
ed up the face by the hair, and the executioner struck 
him forcibly three times with an instrument that left the 
initial of murderer, throwing each time an handful of 
black dust into the wound ; after which, at two pulls, he 
tore the gristle of his nose, and loosened him from the 
block. The whole lasted about three quarters of an hour, 
and it was generally thought that he had been dead some 
time; however, he made a feeble attempt to put on his 
coat, and recovered sufficiently to be able to make some 
reparation to society by working the iron mines. 

ORIGIN OF THE NAME OF PEDLAR's ACRE. 

On the Surry side of Westminster bridge, opposite 
Stangate, is a place called Pedlar's Acre, traditionally 
said to take its name from the following extraordinary 
circumstance: A travelling Pedlar accompanied by a 
favourite dog, seated himself on this spot to take some 
rest and refreshment. At this period there were no houses 
on the place, nor any nearer than the neighbourhood of 
Lambeth, which was a more considerable place of trade 
than at present, in consequence of the ferry from West- 
minster for passengers, carriages, horses, &c, the name 
on the Middlesex side still retaining that of the Horse- 
ferry Road. The pedlar during his repast observed his 
dog busily employed in scratching up the earth near 
where he sat, nor could he by any m^ans withdraw the 
animal's attention from hi^ pursuit, until he discovered a 
treasure in gold and silver to a considerable amount, 
v'hich when the man had secured, he satisfied his brute 
attendant. The pedlar proceeded to the first house he 
could find, and enquired out the owner of the land^ 
to whom he soon introduced himself, and made a 

II H H 2 bargain 
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bargain for the ground, which from that time he callej 
Pedlar's Acre. With the remainder of his money he 
built several houses on the place, and from a pedlar be- 
came a considerable merchant. Tradition adds^ that pa 
several occasions he was a liberal benefactor to the poor 
and parish of Dimbeth, and that the memory of so sin- 
gular an event might be known to posterity, he by will| 
left the land called after him to Lambeth parish^ on con<? 
dition they should perpetuate his story, by placing in 
one of the windows of their church, his effigy in bii 
pedlar*s dress, attended by his faithful dog painted on 
glass, which remain to the present hour in the south eaal 

window. 

• > 

AVhether or not the legend is fabulous, it is impossible 
after such a lapse of time to ascertain. — Success in ped* 
dling might have enabled the man to have accomplished 
an independence ; but it is certain, however he obtained 
it, whether by industry or chance, he himself conceived 
his success extraordinary. Thus ffir goes the popahf 
story, handed about by tradition in the neighbourhood^-^ 
A very different account is given by a celebrated antiqua? 
rian, though we should by no means discredit on emy 
occasion popplar tradition, because an inquisitive mitod 
cannot always find authentic documents to 'estabKsh er 
contradict it. The Church authority and antiquarian 
opinion says: — 

At the bottom of the middle compartment of dhe 
south east window, over the pulpit, is painted^ on apne 
24 inches by l6, the portrait of a pedlar and his dog. 
This is first mentioned by Mr. Aubrey, and cdpiii firooi 
him into Maitland's London. The tradition of thi^^ 
rish, that the pedlar gave them Pedlar's Acre^ IB Lun 
beth Marsh, for leave to bury his dog in thair ehuth* 
yard, is too idle to be repeated. Bisbc^ OibMU^ vho 
was. rector of the parish at the time be was oolIeelillS 
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materials for his edition of Camden's Britannia, takes 
no notice of this painting, though he mentions the story 
of Dog Smith, who died \627, aged 79, and left nothing* 
to Lambeth parish till 1626. There is no obligation oa 
tlie parish to repair this pane, though it appears to have 
been repaired by orders of Vestry in l6lO. The piece of 
ground called Pedlar's Acre adjoins to the river, and lies 
near the cast end of the Surry abutment of Westminster 
trie! je. It contains by admcastirementone acfe 17 poles^ 
and was held in 1773, of the parish by Mr. Wells. It 
does not appear among the benefactions in any of the 
registers. The parish were in possession of it 1504, al 
which time the rent arising from it was applied to the re- 
pairs of the church; and in the churchwardens' accounts of 
that year, it is called the church hoopys, or hope, which 
name it retained till ]623, when it assumed that of tlic 
church oziers; though sometimes, and more frequently, 
it went by that of the church hope, till 169O, when in a 
lease of it, dated August 6, it is for the first time called 
Pedlar's Acre, Hope, or Hoope, signifies an isthmus or 
neck of land projecting into the river, or an inclosed 
piece of low meadow or marsh land. The different rents 
which this piece of ground has let for^ are as follow: 

/. s. d. L s. d. 

1505 - - 2 8 1564 - - 13 4 
1516 - - 4 1581 - - 16 8 

1520 - - 060 1651 - - 400 

1521 - - 5 1705 - - 4 
1556 - - 6 

Some years since it wa 
consideration of a fine of y 

and it is expected at the ( )f t 

more than double. 

Contiguous to Pedlar's Acre there were formerly two 
other pieces of laud called the Maidens' and Archbishops* 

Acres^ 
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Acres, whence it is presumed that Pedlars' Acre was so 
called only to dibtinguish it from the others; but the 
conjecture is certainly strained, and far-fetched. At the 
lloyal Circus, St. George's Fields, has recently been 
produced, an excellent p^ntomine onthis stor)-, in which 
the subject is founded entijrely on the traditional ac- 
count. 

Account of the Life and extraordinary \Adventure$ oj 
Hannah Snell, mtk her Portrait* 

If, in the course of the folhrn'tng naiTBtive, the reader fhould awet with 
tircumstaiircs which appear to trespass on the limits of credibiHly* we 
trust he nill not impute it to any desire on our part to nujlead. Tiie pWti- 
culars Iiore recorded arc compiled from the Diost authentic aftftterialt thai 
could be procured, and each is at liberty to attach that degree of cre<Ut tt 
them which he may think they deserve, 

JXANNAII SNELL was born in Fryers Street, in the 
city of Worcester, on the 23d of April 1723. Her grand- 
father embracing the military profession, served under 
William III. and Queen Anne, and terminated his career 
at the battle of Malplaquet, where he received a mortal 
wound. — Ilcr father was a hosier and dyer, and had a far 
iiiily of three sons and six daughters, of whopi OQf 
heroine was the youirgest but one. 

In the year 1740, having lost her father and motht^^ 
Hannah removed to London, where she for some tiipcra^ 
sided with one of her sisters, married to a Mr. Gray, cw* 
penter, in Ship Street, Wappiug. Soon after her arrivi^ 
in the metropolis, j-hc became acquainted with a Dutc^ 
seaman, named James Summs, who paid his addresses to 
lier, and they were married on the 6th of Januaiyj 174^- 
It was not long, however, before she found herself mise- 
rably deeeived in the opinion she had formed of herhils- 
band. He abandoned her company for that of women 
pt the lowest description, with whom he squandered the 

little 
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, being frequently in each other's cbmpany, the jealduqf 
of Davis was excited, and gave birth to the desire of re- 
irenge. He accordingly seized an early opportunity of 
charging his supposed rival before the commandiog offi« 
cer with neglect of duty; and she w.as sentenced to re* 
ceive six hundred lashes. Five hundred, we are told, were 
inflicted, but the remaining hundred were remitted iB 
consequence of the intercession of some of the officers* 

This cruel punishment was not sufficient to satisfy the 
resentment of the jealous Davis; he omitted nooppoitu*' 
nity to mortify her, and to put her on such duties as he 
knew to be disagreeable or difficult. For this ill usag^ 
she however found some compensation in the increased 
affection of her female friend. 

Not long after the above unhappy occurrence, anotfier 
cause of uneasiness appeared^ A fresh recmitj^ a native 
of Worcester, by trade a carpenter, and who had lodg^ 
^ in the house of her brother-in-law, having joined the re- 
giment, she became justly apprehensive of a discOYerj 
of her sex, and her uneasiness increased to snch a degree^ 
that she at length resolved to desert. Having taken eve-* 
ry possible precaution, she repaired to her female hof, 
quaintance, and informed her of her design. Thelatttf 
endeavoured to dissuade her from such a dangerous ei^ 
terprizc; but finding that her resolution was fixedj sbe 
furnished her with money; and Hannah having takeia 
leave of her affectionate friend, immediately commeneed 
her journey on foot for Portsmouth. About a mile firoqi 
Carlisle, perceiving some people emploj'ed in picking 
peas, and their clothes lying at some distance^ she e^ 
changed her regimental coat for one oS the old coats b^ 
longing to tlie men, and proceeded on her jouriiey*. 

Arriving at Liverpool, Hannah stopped atasmallp«|^ 
. lie house, where she acted the gallant, and^ ' idettd'lJli* 
' niface 'ealous of his wife. A battle was the IfffUfifigi 
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in vvhicli the supposed gallant so coihpletely drubbed her 
host, that he was obliged to keep his bed next day. From 
this place slie suddenly decamped, and proceeded to 
Chester, where what she had obtained from the landlady 
at Liverpool enabled her to appear in a more genteel 
style. 

At Chester she took lodgings in a private' house^ in 
which likewise resided a young mantua-maker, with whom 
she soon contrived to ingratiate herself. She pushed her 
suit with much ardour, till at length on some pretence 
she obtained five guineas of the unsuspecting femalcj and 
then thought it time to leave Chester. 

In an intrigue in which she engaged with a widow at 
Winchester, our gallant was not quite su successfiiL 
Here she met for once, with her match ; the widow had 
the art to empty her pockets, leaving her lover to rumi- 
niite on her folly, and to finish her journey on foot with 
the few shillings she had remaining. 

Hannah was about a month in travelling from Carlisle 
to Portsmouth, where she soon inlisted as a marine in 
Colonel Fraser*s regiment. Three weeks afterwards a 
draft was made from the regiment, for the East Indies^ 
and Hannah ai^iong the rest wSis ordered to repair oa 
board the Swallow sloop, onC of the ships of Admiml 
Boscawen's fleet. She soon made herself remarkable 
oa board by her dexterity and address in wasHiag 
mending, and cooking for her messmates; aud these lit* 
tic good offices obtained her the particular notice of Mr, 
Wyegate, one of the lieutenants of the marines, who^ in 
a very friendly mapner, requested her to become one of 
their mess. This offer she readily accepted^ and sooa 
became a great favourite with the crew of the sloop. 

The Swallow having sustained considerable damage in 
a storm, was obliged to put into the port of Lisbon to 
refit. A month having been occupied with the necessary 
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repairs, the Swallow again put to sea, to rejoin the fleet; 
but, the night after her departure, aiioHier tempest ecju«lly 
violent with the former, destroyed tlie greatest part oi 
the new rigging, so that she was reduced to m stflte very 
little better than a wreck. Hannah took her turn at the 
pump, which was kept constantly g^>li^gt declined no 
office however dangerous, and established her churueicr 
for courage, skill and intrepidity. 

The ship was a second time repaired at Gibrsiltorj and 
having touched at the Madeiras, made the best of her 
way to the Cape of Good Hope, where having joined the 
rest of the squadron, they proceeded to make an attack 
on the Mauritius, which, however, pjoved unsuecessfnl* 
The Admiral then bore away f r Furt St. David, on the 
coast of Cororaandel, where tl fleet soon afterwards ar» 
rived. 

The marines being disembarked, joined the English 
army ; encamping before Areacopong, they laid siege to 
the place, which on the 10th day surrendered. Thii ad- 
venture gave our heroine fresh spirits, and afl'ordcd her 
an opportunity of displaying her intrepidity, which she 
omitted "no opportunity of doing, so that her coiidilcl 
acquire:! the commendation of all her officer ft. 

The nmiy then proceeded to t e attack of Pondicherry, 
and after lying before that place eleven week^, and suf- 
fering very great hardships, they wt le obliged by the 
rainy season to abandon the siege. Our heroine wus in 
the first party of English foot, wh(j tVnd^d the river breiijit 
high, under an incessant fire from n IVetjuh Imuery, She 
was likewise on the picket g d, lontiuued on that iutf 
seven nights successively, id laboured very hard about 
fourteen days at throwing ► t ti cnrhcJi!* 

During this time she lin itil her usual Gnnness^ 
and her conduct was ] eetly ' ' the rba- 

lacter of bravery which I the Bri* 

li4.U 
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tisli soldier. In one of the attacks, however, her career 
was well nigh terminated. She fired thirty-seven rounds 
during the engagement, and received, according to 
her account, six shots in her right leg, five in the left, 
and what was still more painful, a dangerous wound ia 
the groin. The latter gave her great uneasiness, as she 
feared lest it might lead to a discovery of her sex, which, 
even at the hazard of herlife, she was determined to con- 
ceal. It was therefore necessary, that she should con- 
ceal the knowledge of her wound from the surgeons, and 
this she knew it would be in vain to attempt without as- 
sistance. Intrusting her secret to a black woman who at^ 
tended her, and who had access to the surgeon's medi- 
cines, the latter procured lint, salve, and otlier necessa* 
ries. The pain became extremely acute, and she endea- 
voured to extract the ball, which she at length accom- 
plished with no other instrument than her finger and 
thumb. Notwithstanding this painful and dangerous 
operation, she soon made a perfect cure. 

Being removed to tl e hospital of Cuddalore, during 
her residence there, the greater part of the fleet sailed. 
As soon as she was completely cured, ^he was sent on 
board the Tartar pink, and continued to do the duty oftr 
sailor till the return of the fleet from Madras. She was 
i^oon alurwards turntul over to the Eltham man of war. 
Captain Lloyd, and sailed with that ship to Bombay. 
Here the vessel which had sprung a leak on the passage, 
was heaved down to have her bottom thoroughly cleaned 
and repaired. 

This o[)cration lasted five weeks; the Captain remained 
on shore, while Hannah, in common with the rest of the 
crew, had her turn on the watch. On one oi' these occa- 
i-ions, the liculenant who commanded -in the captain's ab- 
-c^iue, (Ujsircd her to sing a song, biu she cxoubcd herself^ 
-ayiii^ she was very unwell. The officer, however, being 
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of a haughty and imperious d position percmptDrily ifi* 
sisted that she should compl}^, v liicli sheas leaolutcly re- 
fused to do. She soon aftei Is had occasion to ri'gret 
her non-compliance, for being utipected of making free 
with a shirt belonging to < oflier comrades, though 
no proof could be adduced, the lieutenant ordered her to 
be put in irons. After remaining in this situation five 
days, she was ordered to the gang-way, and received 
twelve lashes. The shirt was found in the chest of the 
man who complained that he had lost it. 

From Bombay the Eltham n timed to Fort St. David, 
and on the igth of November, J 749, that sbipj together 
with the rest of the fleet, set sail lor the Cape of Good 
Hope* Lieutenant Wyegate wlio has been mentioned 
before in this narrative, died the day after their depar- 
ture. His loss was a severe stroke to our heroine, as she 
was greatly attached to him, and he was one of her inoi^t 
sincere friends. 

Soon after the death of Mr. Wyegate, the second 
lieutenant of the ship took her into his service, in which 
she remained about two months, ivhen having cn^^aged ft 
boy to attend him, he recommended her to Mr- Wallace, 
third lieutenant of the ship, who received her into bis 
service, and treated her with distinguished kindness dur^ 
ing the whole voyage. 

About this time the sailors began to rally her, because 
she had no beard, and they soc iftcrwardajocoaely christ- 
ened her Miss Mollt/ Gray. This sneering appellation 
occasioned her considerable alarm, m she feared lest 
some of the crew might suspect that she was a female, 
and avail themselves of some favourable opportunity to 
ascertain the truth of t r suspicions, InFtoad thciefori? 
of resenting this tn ment, resolved to take puf t in 
all their scenes of d i '' m^*^a^^^^<,^^ i^ pu^^ fQj. 

as good a man when the 

sliip 
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ship arrived at Lisbon, she joined the crew in every party 
of pleasure on shore, and v/as one of the foremost to pro- 
mote every species of joviality. She acted her part so 
naturally that her success far exceeded her expectation, 
so that the name of Miss Mx)llj/ was here buried in obli- 
vion, and Hearty Jcmmif was substituted in its stead. 

Wliile the vessel remained at Lisbon, Hannah l)eing 
in company with some of her shipmates, chanced to en- 
ter a house of entertainment, where they met with an 
linglish sailor who had been at Genoa in a Dutch vesseL 
She took the opportunity of enquiring after J}er long lost 
husband, and was informed that he had been, confined at 
Genoa, for murdering a native of that place, who was a 
gentleman of some distinction, and that, to expiate his 
crime, he had been put into a bag with a quantity of 
stones, and thus thrown into the sea. Distressing as this 
informatitm must have been, Hannah had, however, suf- 
ficient command over herself to conceal lier emotions,' 

Leaving Lisbon, our female adventurer arrived in safe- 
ty at Spithead, and proceeded to London to the house of 
her sister, who, notwithstanding her disguise and long 
absence, immediately recognized her, and gave her sJi. 
hearty welcome. 

Having, when the story became known, acquired a 
considerable (iegioc of popularity, she was advised, as 
she possessed a good voice, to ap()ly for an engagement 
to the Managers of the Royalty Theatre, Wellclose 
Square. As they closed with her offer, she appeared 
before the public in the character of BillBobst«y, a sailor. 
She likewise represented Firelock a military character, 
and in a most inasteiiy and correct manner went through 
the manual and platoon ( xercises, &c. 

\\\ this capaeity she did not, however continue many 
months, but qiiiiled the stage, and as she preferred male 
attire, she resolved to continue to wear it during the re- 
mainder 
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mainderofher life. In consideration ^. ...^..^rdsliips Bhe 
had endured in the service of her couutrj, government 
granted her a pension of 20l. witb the assistance of which 
she took a public house in the aeighbourliood of \\'appingi 
On one side of the sign was paiiited, the figure of a jol- 
ly British tar, and on the other tlic valiant Mivritie, un* 
derneath which was inscribed, the IVidmc iu Mtnqutrcitkf 
or the Female fVarrior. 

These attractive signs produced the desired effect; her 
house was well frequented, and she lived many yi*ars in 
the enjoyment of prosperity, vvliich coiupcdsated, in some 
nieasure, for the distresses she liad cxpenenecd in the 
early period of her life. 

Though the above account statfs that Hannah Sncll 
succeeded in concealing her sex, yet we have been m- 
formed, by very respectable autljority, thai the wound in 
her groin led to a discovery oi iu By the same person 
wejmve likewise been favoured with the folUjwing parti- 
culars: After her recovery from the above mernioned 
wound, she became acquainted with an Irish officer who 
took her under his protection. By this gentlemaii she 
Jl^d two sons, one of whom, still living, was attide*! lo 
Mr. Greenland, an attorney, residing in Newnum Street, 
Oxford Road, and was afterw:^ d^ married to a young 
hidy of the name of Siiupson. A decent provii^ioa waa 
left by ihe father for the two children, hut on tht dcalll 
of tiic yonn-cr,i, the whole devuLvtul to the elder Inothcr. 
This h;»w6ver proving iucidequiUe to the support of a 
lai^^e I'amily, he some years siijee publi^lipd by subscrip- 
tio. , a, portrait of his mother, uridcmeatU which Were H 
few particulars of her history. 
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Curious and Interesting Narrative of the Suferings and 
Jdvtntures of part of the Crezo of the Wagek on the 
F.ast Coast of South America, in the Year 1741, Ojf 
Isaac Morris, Midshipman. 

(Communicated by D. B« L.) 

1 HE Wager, our readers will recollect, was a storeship 
attached to the squadron sent under the command of 
Lord Anson, to annoy the Spanish possessions in Ame- 
rica. Among the fatal circumstances, tending to frus- 
trate, in some degree, the ohject of that expedition, was 
the loss of the Wager, which was wrecked on a desert 
island on the west coast of Patagonia. Here the captain 
and the officers, who had resolved to proceed northward 
to some Spanish settlement, were deserted by the greatest 
part of the crew, whose adventures are the subject of Mr^ 
Morris's narrative. 

October 1^2, 1741, being eighty in number, we put to 
sea in the long boat and cutter, leaving Capt. Cheap 
and 19 others on Wager Island, (lat. 47. S.) on the west 
coast of America, where we remained about five months. 
Our design was to steer along shore through the streights 
of Magellan to the Brazil coast. In the passage some of 
us were starved, and the survivors so reduced as to have 
scarcely strength for duty, except 15 that continued to- 
lerably healthy. I will omit the detail of our misfor- 
tunes in this passage; suffice it to say that on January 
10, 1741-42, being fourteen days without sight of land, 
and almost destitute of provisions, we were blessed with 
its agreeable prospect, distant about 7 leagues. We 
stood directly in, and anchored in ei^ht fathoms water. 
Next morning we steered N.E. by E. one mile from 
shore J saw numerous wild horses, and souicdogs; found 

\ oui selves 
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ourselves in la{. 38. 40. S. and steered JN.E. iuto a large 
fandy bay. 

January 12.— Our pro^ being out, and but one 

cask of water left, we as gh in as we safely eonldt 

and fourteen of the al t, of whom I was one, 
swam ashore to procure f ih supply, ^nd all landed 
safe except one mariner, who as drowned. Four water 
casks were thrown overboard ^ to which some mtiskeii 
and ammunition were lashed^ hich we received* Hav- 
ing walked about one mile from the beacbj we saw num- 
bers of wild horses and dogs; the first smallj the latter 
of a large mongrel breed. Ni merous flocks of parrou 
appeared about the' rocks, and near the water side were a 
few seals. Near the shore we found a ;^ood spring of 
water issuing from a trench. Wc sihot a wild horse and 
some seals, and filled three casks, which were towctl 
aboard by five of our party. The sea-breeze blowiug 
strong, the schooner stood farther off, 

January 14. — ^The wind fresh at S,E, we saw oor vessel 
stretching farther off, and soon received in a scuttled 
cask a few necessaries, with ammunition, and a letter to 
acquaint us they were obliged to stand farther off till the 
weather was more favourable. Next morning wind N.N.W* 
fair weather, we expected thcui to stretch in for land; 
but saw the schooner with the ensign at the toppiug-liftf 
and under sail from us. The most probable reajfon I 
could give for such inhuman treatment was, that by les- 
sening the numbers, they might be belter accommodated 
with room and provisions. 

Our apprehensions at such i unexpected stroke, are 
more easily imagined than dci^cnbed. We were in a de- 
solate part of the world, fatigued, sickly, and destitute of 
provisions. It is true we had 'ms, and whilst ammuni* 
tion lasted, made shift for a livelifmod. Thr nearest in* 
habited place wc knew was about 0O(i 

milmi 




ADVENTURES OF THE CREW OP THE WAGElt. 441 

Hftiles to N.W. but we were in poor condition for such a 
hazardous journey. Nothing therefore remained but to 
commit ourselves to providence, and for the present^ to 
make the best of our melancholy situation. Our names 
were Guy Broadwater, Samuel Cooper, Benjamin Smith, 
John Duck, Joseph Clinch, John Andrews, John Allen, 
and myself Isaac Morris. 

We resolved to take up our quarters on the beach, 
where we landed, tiU strong enough to undergo a jour- 
ney to Buenos Ayres : so took lodging in a trench near 
the sea side, with no covering but the heavens. Here 
we staid about a month, living on seal, which were very 
plentiful; we knocked them down with stones, after 
cutting off their retreat by getting between them and 
the sea ; so that in a month we were pretty well reco^ 
vered, and resolved on laying in provisions for our jour* 
ney. Having each of us provided a seal-skin knapsack, 
we put in as much dried seal as we could carry, filling 
their bladders instead of bottles, with w^ter, and set 
out about the middle of February. To proceed With 
more certainty, we determined to keep close to the sea- 
side till we attained the mouth of the river Plate (Rio 
del Plata). The first two d^ys we travelled about ^ixty 
miles, but met with no fresh water, the country being 
corched, and the rains not set in. Our water being 
nearly expended, we were afraid to proceed ; so agreed 
to return to our old quarters, and wait the rainy season. 
On our return we built a hut under ^ cliff adjoining 
the sea side, and tarried there three months : seals and 
armadillos being our only provision except sea-weed, 
which we now and then used with our meat. The male 
seals here are as big as a good calf; their necks shaggy, 
and the head and face like a lion's. The females are like 
lionesses in the fore part, but their hair is smooth all 
over, whereas the male is so only on bis hinder part%. 
Vo^. IL li^iiJ^ from 
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irom whence grQw two large fins like feet^ and mo out 
of the br«asi, by means of ^hicb they climb rocks and 
prouipices^ thougli they delighi \^ skep near the $hore. 
$ome were faurteen leet long, and very tat; bm theU 
<>rdinary length is eight feet, The flesh of the youttg 
Goes is almost m wbite as lumbj aac] tokittble eating, — 
From shoulder to tail they taper \\k^ a fish; and wbeii 
like females give suck they sit on ebeir hhider hn^. Their 
hair 19 of d liferent colour^j aud very &leek when they 
f;oi|ie out of the sea, 

• Our provisions were not very difficult to be had> ^u4 
ve were syppUed with wood froiri a coppice about aeveji 
9uLe6 off. We generally had a hot supper, and pas^ 
the time as cheerfully as fellows in our circmnstancei 
could expect^ but wc knew we could not lake a &atil«d 
abode in thi^ phice, and could perceive no triLce of io^ 
habitants having ever been thei^e; for the bay b^ing 
^eep> and shoal water, no ships probably ever put iolo 
' it, unless forced by stress of weather, and then they 
must have beea inevitably wrecked. Nothing in shof(, 
xemaiped but to inakK a second auempi fur the river PlaC£, 
Having thereiWe laid in a proper atock, we set out 
again towards the latrtr end of May. In three dayt wt 
travelled about seventy niilesj when a violent storm c^m& 
on, accompanied with rain, tJiunder^ and lightning, 
which conlinaed all night. Wp found no place of shel- 
ter, and had nothing to cover u^ but a $eal-skia jacket^ 
we were half dead with cokL W^ feared that our pro- 
Visions would not hold out, having met with no kind of 
i^upply by the way, and that to proceed farther woal4 
only be lengthening our journey back again. Now for 
the first time we had like to have illsugrced, even to |Kirt-- 
ing; some being for pushing on at all events* lloweveri 
we jointly at last, concluded on making thr be^t of our 
wtfy back again once more. 



J 
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Beinjg arrived^ we ^xeA upoa measures to secure us 
from the inclemency of the weather, and to procure 
sustenance. To avoi4 disputes about the Ifiborious part 
of getting provisions, we agreed to divide into two par- 
ties, alternately to provide for all, four to scour the 
country one day, and four the next. We had killed so 
many seals that they grew shy of us, and we lived on 
them so long that we were almost surfeited. We saw 
numbers of wild dogs, bit could never come near enough 
to kill any, though now and then we shot a puppy, which 
proved delicious fare. We saw some deer, but could 
not contrive to take one. One day we met with a litter 
of three puppies about two months old, which had taken 
shelter in a hole in one of the «and hills ; we took them 
home. Finding these puppies were whelped in holes^ 
we all went out next day, and had the good luck to find 
three litters, in all thirteen, which we carried to our ha- 
bitation, to bring up tame: we fed them with seal broth 
and minced flesh, and they became very serviceable. 
Each of us had a brace, brought up under command like 
spaniels ; nor would they leave us to associate with the 
wild ones; they often supplied us with armadillos, and 
one killed a deer. Hunting one day we saw some wild 
hogs with their young, which our dogs pursued, and 
took two of the latter ; we saved them alive, and shot 
one of the old ones, which afforded many dainty sup- 
pers. The young proved a boar and sow, which we de 
signed to rear tor breeding, and brought them up so 
tame, that ihey would follow our dogs a hunting; and 
at night all of us took up our lodging together. 

We now wanted nothing ; and could we have confined 
our thoughts to present enjoyments, our situation had 
been agreeable enough; but the fears of what might 
happen, frequently stfu^lt .K damp. Winter Was ap- 
proaching; we had the season to guird sigainst, a stpdc 

K K s 2 of 
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of provisions to lay up, but had no saU to cure them. 
We resolved to put our habitation in ortkr, and la sccurt 
our but io the best manner possible. Six were to slay at 
komeBext day to procure materials, and two to go out. 
Tbatlot ieU on me and Duck . It was so dark before we re* 
turned^ that vvc were near being obliged to lie in th« ©pea 
plaio^ hiid not our comrades by making a Jire^ directed 
IIS. About twelve we went to sleep, and about two in 
the morning a violent storm threw down part of the 
difFon t]s> which was very near proving fatal to u$ all| 
providentially none were hurt, 

. At day-hgtit, the weatlier beir^g tolerable, the first 
thing w« did was to re-buiid. We went to the coppice to 
feU some pol^s : having but one hatchet, one person only 
could fell them, while the rest brought them out and bun- 
dled them. We were bundling when* we saw Clincb run out 
of the wood, crying^'* Lord have mercy upon us, liere'a 
a great tygeri" We were astonished, having come out 
without arms, suspecting no such danger. We took to 
our heels and saw him in pursuit of us : wl>en wiihin 
twenty yards of u^,. finding it impossible to escape him, 
we aU turned clasping our hands, and hallooing to frtghi 
hint; he immediately fell back on his tail, gazing al Ui| 
so we walki'd off without his pursuing^ With our polet 
we fitted lip om Iwt sutficiently to guard us from rain^ 

Three weeks aftervrarda,. on the plaini. about four miki^ 
from home, we perceived a I'mn couch ant, w*itcbiiig bii 
prey, as v^c imiigined, it being closti by a wild cat'at bole* 
We joined in a body with our musquets ready, but misfted 
him. The lion t^iok no notice^ ner stirrtid^ from his pos- 
ture. We fire J a^ititi, and shot himiii the shoulder ^ be 
fell on liiji back^ and wc ran and knocked him on the 
bead with the bones of a dead horse that Uy near Uiin. 
We dressed his heaii and part of hia ribs; but it wi» 
tcrjf iod^fiurem eatings 
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Finding ourselves to be in continual danger^ we de- 
termined to make another push for Buenos Ayres, and 
provided stores^ jackets, and knapsacks of seal skins. 
The weather was set in fair. We divided therefore into 
two parties, four to kill seal, and four to hunt. It was 
iny lot with Cooper, Andrews and Duck, to go to the 
rocks. Seal being generally killed with stones or clubs, 
we never carried musquets. We had killed three, and 
in the evening, within a stoned cast of our hut> I per- 
ceived our dogs very busy at a small distance wagging 
their tails in a very fonilling manner. I passed on with*, 
out much regarding it, thinking they had lighted on a 
dead colt. But when I came to the hut, I was quite 
confounded, it being rifled, and all our necessaries gone«. 
I ran back to my comrades, where I left the dogs. They 
cried out, '^ what's the matter Isaac?" I told them, "Ay/* 
said they, ^' and something worse lias happened ; for yon- 
der lie poor Guy Broadwater and Ben. Smith murdered!** 
It was a most shocking sight ; one had his throat cut, the 
other was stabbed, and they were hardly cold ; so we 
thought the murderers could not be far off. At the hut 
we found our powder, ball, musquets, and all gone, 
and the fire extinguished. Whither to go or what to do 
we knew not. — At last we came to a resolution of going 
to the next sandy bay, about a mile distant, and to take 
up our quarters there for that night. There we found 
not so much as a cliff to lie under^ so were obliged to 
return to our old abode. 

Next morning the dogs of our comrades stood on the 
top of the cliff barking a( us, nor would they come down 
though we called them by their names, and with difficul- 
ty called them down in the evening. It seemed most 
probable that the Indians had carried off Clinch and 
Allen. We buried the other two bodies in the sand^— « 
The only expedient now was immediately to ^uit thit 

place. 
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place, and tnakc one attempt more for Burnos-Ajms. 
We instantly set about tearing raw seal in small piecis, 
.with which Wfe filled our knapsucks, &c. and set forward 
irit?! 6ur sixteen tjogs imd two pigSj keeping clos^ along^ 
ihe coast, which ail along is a plain sandy beach* On 
the land side here and there were high sand-hills^ in the 
Tallies of which we repoised at night. We sometimes 
found cockles washed in; a great dainty! and.met with 
a part of a wreck on the beach, particularly a man of 
war's gang-board J and a piece of plank marked 15 feeU 
In the above mentioned \allies was plenty of water 
J)ohded after rain, and we met with fish thrown in on the 
beach. 

At ten days end we made the river's cape, hut fonnd a 
ibultitude of small rivers and swamps to obstruct us* We 
swam several with our kniipsacks hctoss oar shoulders 
and at night covered ourselves with rushes, being almost 
devoured by mosquitos. Next day we miide several at- 
tempts to proceed ; bat the further we went^ the greater 
difficulties we met with, so liud no remedy hot to tread 
back the melancholy path to our old place^ which we 
did in less than ten days. 

We were then afraid to rumble farj having no armsj 
&c. Our two pigs maintained us near a fortnight* m did 
afterwards some of our trnsty dogs; but in about three 
months this raw feeding brought us into an ill state of 
healtlT. A little way from our hut we found a dead hors^ 
of which now and then we took a morsel; and necessity 
obliging us to go abroad, we sometimes had (he good 
fortune to take an armadillo* Finding the trunk of a 
large tree, we iniagined it not impossible, with the help 
of skins, to make it into a sort of boat, to convey ij9 
along shore to the river; but having no tool. Duck re- 
Collected that at the end of our first attempt he threw 
4way his musqxret, Wmg very iudlffereht^ and we having 

tiiea 
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then enough besides ; we therefore vent and founcj j[t. 
On our return we found qstrich eggs hi^lf buried in tlje 
sand. We beat half the length of the gun barrel flat 
with stones^ and whetted it agaii^st a rock^ the other 
half serving for a handle, and it made a tolerable hatchet. 

Two days after we had finished it, J)eing my turn to 
stay at home, towards evening I walked out to see if niy 
companions were returning, and shortly ^fter perceived 
a dozen horsemen galloping down the sandy beach to* 
wards our hut, whom I soon knew to be Indians. I ran 
towards tliem, fell on my knees, begging life with all 
the signs I could, when I heard, *' Don't be afraid 
Isaac, we are all here." This revived me.— The Indians 
alighted, and whilst some examined the hut, olhers 
stood with knives ready to dispatch us if we resisted. 
When they had satis6ed their curiosity, they gave three 
confused shouts, and made us gel up behind them. 
They carried us a few miles into the country towards the 
S.W. and joined about twelve more, who h^d in care 
^bout four hundred horses, ta^ken in hunting. Thej 
treated us with humanity, killed a hor^^, and roasted a 
part, which was to us a delicious entertainment. Thev 
gave us also a piece of old blanket to cover oar nakedr 
ness. 

We decamped ne-xt day, driving the horses before 
us, and travelled nineteen days before we reached their 
pext rendezvous, which might be about two hundred 
miles S.W- from our 'hut, in a valley, where was fine 
pasture and small rivers, but very little wood to be seen 
for many miles round. Here i^'ere about twelve Indian 
huts, built with poles and horse r^kins, inhabited by 
another party, with their wives and children, whogr^ed 
earnestly on us, as though they hud never seen white 
people before. We were bovight and sold four times for 

a pair 
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« pair of spurs^ a brass pan^ ostrich feathers, Sccand 
sometimes played away at dice. 

We remained here near a month, when the sereral 
parties returned from hunting, and joined usj esch 
bringing the horses they had taken into the Gommoa 
stock, amounting to about 1500, some of which were 
scarcely inferior to the best of our Enropeaii breed. We 
set out for their chief town, where their king livedj being 
about a thousand miles from our hut, and were foir 
months on our journey. Our food was horse-flesh, which 
soo^e chose raw, others boiled or roasted, and never 
wanted water, the Indians being acquainted Irith efeiy 
small rivulet, which by strangers could not easilj be 
found. 

At the end of our journey, after our captors had dls» 
patched their affairs, they were carrying us with tben 
to their own houses, and had proceeded some mileip 
when we were overtaken by a party of horse, who 
brought us back ; the king claiming us as his propcftf. 
This town consists of about thirty huts, bniit low and i^ 
regular, with poles and horse skins, surrounded with 
pallisades about three feet from each other, and eon* 
taining about four score inhabitants. His Majesty re* 
ceived us in his hut sitting on the ground, with ajavelin 
on one side, and a bow and arrow on the other i lie had 
a loose mantle round his waist, a sort of turret oFfieathert 
on his head, and a long reed pipe in his month smoak- 
ing. He asked us proper questions in bad Spanbh, of 
which we understood a little. We told hnn we wcrt 
Englishmen, wrecked in the South Sea, in an Englkh 
man of war, going to fight our enemies the SpanisffdSy 
together with the rest of our history.— When he fmilid 
we were at war with the Spaniards, he expressed great 
joy, and asked if we were great men in our < 
>Vs answerec} in the affirmative.— He said the < 
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ircrc their great enemies, and had taken away their 
country^ and driven them to the mountains.---When he 
bad examined us^ be ordered a horse to be killed and 
dressed, and lodged us in his own hut diat night, till 
next day we had one built for us. Here we staid eight 
months. Our work was chiefly to fetch wood and water, 
to skin all the horses which they killed, and the slaves 
were treated humanely. Here were four Spanish womeu 
^vhom the king told us with a smile, he would give us 
for wives. 

. Patagonia is very fruitful in pasture, and abounds with 
horses and a few black cattle, which last are quite neg- 
lected by the Indians, horse-flesh being there preferred 
to all others. The climate is very healthy, and if the 
soil were cultivated, it would produce all kinds of grain^ 
&c. They have plenty of wood, though but few timber 
trees, coppices growing all about, though near the sea, 
^e saw nothing but a plain open sandy coast. The Pa- 
tagonians, at least those in that part where we resided^ 
are tall and well made, generally from five to six feet 
high, good natured and obliging, and never see each 
other want. The king is only the chief of a party; for 
as they live scattered in little towns, each party seems to 
have such a chief. At drinking-bouts the king and hi$ 
Bubjects are all equal. He is distinguished by being the 
biggest man, and by a kind of sash round his waist. It 
is true he has deference paid him, and whatever he or- 
ders, is immediately performed; but I never saw any 
punishmeTit, nor any quarrels except at drinking, and 
then their wives always took care to put all weapons out 
of the way. Their feasting is thus: They have in sum- 
mer plenty of sweet berries, like our wortle-berries ; 
having got sufficient, they dig a pit about four feet 
pquare, lining the sides and bottom with hides. This 
tJiey half fill with berries, and fill it up with water, «tir 
Vol, II. L L L h 
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it, and leave it to ferment forty-eigHt faours. Tb^f nt 
round it afterwards smoakingahd drihRiaga wholeinglitj; 
women and men, singing or rather shriAing; «dd whoi 
drunk often fall to blows. When their hori^s h«ve^i 
down the pasture in one place, they remove their toim 
to another, and this several times in a year. They tMtft 
to have some notion of a deity, and pay & sort of WoN 
ship to the sun and moon — When any of them is^dcj 
or dying, a flannel cloth is hung up before the penoaj 
a man with a hoop, round which are tied little bellsj 06^ 
nendly a relation comes, and after a few mmdtes coifw« 
sation, walks to the hut, jingling bis bellsj and tiDDii|| 
in various accents, designed as spells or prayfeM. TlrtSj/ 
roll up a dead body in a hide, with e^ery thing teloA^ 
ing to it, and throw it into a large round pit, whfclrt|biBy 
fill up with earth. They are afraid of apt>ariticAD|y M 
hone of them will stir out in the dark witboQt ttitkfUtfi 
Each Indian has but one wife, and they lite in ^ "Wttf 
loving matiner. The entrance of the hat^ wbich itddMl 
times is always open, is shut up with skint as todo it a 
woman falls in labour ; and no one enters till shdoOiMi 
out with her child in her arms, which it imaMNfliantij 
wrapped up in a skin, and laid on a niiachine somewhit 
like a wheelbarrow; this being hung up by the CorAerff 
the child swings instead of being rocked; itsaflosabd 
legs arc fastened to prevent its falling. Every niorfiio^ 
they plunge all their children in the next brbolc* t^ea 
when the ground is covered with snow, by which meftBt 
they are hardened to run naked in winter* The net 
wear beads and little bells round their necktj Wrists fto4 
legs; and the women adorn their hair with the 
For such trifles, and knives, brass pan4, &c. tiKj 1 
their hides with the Spaniards when at petee*««llieil 
hunting season is the spring, and they geoeraUj ipflti 
the sumnaer'in talking horses. We made gceilt; Iblj^l^pSI^ 
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sion to go wit^i theifij^ ai^d at }asI prj^vailed, by aftsariqg 
the chief the EnglUh bad friends at Buenos Ayres, whp^ 
would make him very bandtome satisfaction £pr u^^ i^d 
redeem us at any price. 

We were a thousand mil^s frqm Bueno$ Ayres, and 
thi^ir route extended to tbe i^ast coast of Patagonia^ 
quite to tb^ sea^ .being about a hundred mile$ south of 
puenos Ayres. Tliey carry with them ^very thing they 
have> women, cbild^'e9>aAd houses. Tbe^e last^ slung across 
the horses, are nightly taken down to jshelier them. They 
take a few mor^ burses than they ride to maintain them 
till the hunting begins, which seldom happens till they 
have travelled seven or eight days. We all set out in a 
body except Duck, (a Mulatto born in London) who 
being nearly of a complexion with those Indians, was 
therefore sold up the country. W^ travelled ten or 
twelve days before we saw any horses, but soon after se- 
veral stragglers fell victims to their ingenuity. Their as- 
tonishing method of taking them deserves particular des- 
cription. — Being excellent bors^I^en, and their horses 
as fleet as the wind, they seldom miss their mark. They 
have two methods; the first is with a lash of horse skins^ 
about two inches broad, and fifty feet long, having a 
running noose at one end. This noose they hold in the 
right hand, and the other end in their left, till they come 
vithin a few yards of the beast, when they throw the 
noose over his head, even on full speedy and hold the 
other end fast in their left hand, by which contrivance 
the beast is soon stopped and taken. The other methodi 
is with a narrow strap of horse-skin abput twelve feet 
long, to each end of which is fastened a ball of iron, 
about two pounds wjeight. When within distance of 
game, they hurl one of the balls several titles round 
their head till tliey Ipave got the proper swing, and then 
throw it at the horse's legs, parting with tbe ball in their 
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bft hand at the s^ftiie time. This ^dObtf fail* eillriE%^ 
Kng their legs, and throwiirg them tcf the grocmi. TM 
hofsds -thus taken are secui^ tj kn^-^ttbt pltrtlieM^ 
whose business is chiefly to tie thenS in'^ar'ttriol;, mSi 
^mrd tliem. In a fev^'days Ihey hct^oMe tame, -ifcy 
are dextrous in killing l^irds^wUh-tb^Mli^ ^faiehUlil^ 
ihrowto a prodigious height. Tbe^ aie trafoed^tc^lfa^ 
frona their infancy/ and ar^ Ve^ ,ex^rt al jt^evfcii^«| 
youth. These iron balls »o fastemd; 4i» tkdfiUlf vtii 
pons, next to bow and arrows. ■ ^ ' u , \ . ^' :• 

Being now withia 100 miles of BMBotf 'Ayre8,%# Bl^ 
ged our bead conductor to dispatch a mail to the glMt^ 
nor, and acquaint him that he bad three El^gltoh pri^Mliii^ 
and enquire if he would redeem us, wbicb.iieilAert lie 
granted. The messenger brought back a^^|jdtt l^bM 
waistcoat as a pledge for fulfilling his protmsaw * *lli9cl 
day we were desired to get ready to go tp Btiettoi AjMi 
. We soon arrived there, and were immecBately IwPOii^ 
before the Governor, who satisfied our Indiav ptiMll' 
with ninety dollars, and a few trifles^ and tbeiTidismlhWNt' 
him. * - - r 

After remf^ining at Buenos Ayres a short timej we tCHrfl 
shipping for England, where we safely arrived aflwr iut: 
absence of fifteen months from our native land- * 



Death of Patrick O'Brien, the Irish GiANt# * 

An aQonyiuous letter having reaohcdus, •taUogthedeaUl<#]ir«<0'|kla|[^ 
for particulars of whom see No. 17. p. 332) we think |t oor dtttsr tH ]»3f llf 
befi/re our readers, though we have not yet aBcertaiQe^ tN^iMney i§ii0 
iatelii^ence it conveys. * • •"• ^» 

■_ < CorA, JW^SI^ iW. •»■ 

O'BRFEN, th« Irish Giant, died here last fti<liy;*Wl<* 
(bi»day was interred at the church of " ."^tuMit I ig0 
coSu* wa9-«f-a» -unniCnse majnitade, I'rlHklttiitm 
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of people which attended the funeral was so great, and 
so clamorous, as to oblige the mayor to have the at- 
tendance of several of the peace officers. OBrien had 
a small property in the county of Kerry, of about 150l. 
a year, which had been mortgaged, to clear which he 
had exhibited himself as a show for some, years back; 
the property was nearly cleared, and he had determined 
to retire to bis native place after exhibiting himself at 
Kinsale, to which place he was about to have gone at 
the time lie \va^ taken ill here. He is reported to have 
made a special bequest in his \vi4l, that his skeleton 
niia:ht be exhibited in the Museum of the College at 
Dublin. 

PINC-APPLES OF REMABKABLE MAGMITUDE. 

IN July, 1804, Mr. Griffin, gardener to J. C. Girardot, 
Esq. of Kelham near Newark, cut a pimvapple of the 
New Providence kind, weighing seven pounds two 
ounces; and on the 8th of August another of the same 
kind, which weighed nine pounds three ounces. The 
plants from which they were taken produced fruit whea 
only two years old. 

In 1803, Mr. Griffin cut a common queen pine, weigh- 
ing five pounds three ounces ; and in ;.802, he cut twenty 
queen pines, which together weighed eighty-seven pounds 
three ounces. It is presumed the above are the largest 
pine apples of the kind ever grown in this country. 



FATAL ACOXDENT CAUSED BY SUFFOCATIOK. 

A VERY extraordinary and fatal accident occurred ott 
Sunday, August ICth, at the house of Mr. Hoffman, 
confectioner, in Bishopsgate Street. About two o'clock 
in the afternoon, one of the shopmen having occasion. 
to JO down to the ice-well to fetch up ice, by somC mean^ 

set 
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set fire to a quantity of straw^ which covered i^ Tbt 
strain being damp, it did not burst forth into ^ ftwiej but 
continued to burn in a smothered state; tl)e. mail xpidf 
every exertion to extinguish the fire^ but withoBt fiSfXtl 
and it extended itself ail over the welL 6j this timg 
the man became so ill and faint, from thf ftcf^ch •rishig 
from the damp straw, that it was with, difiicpjty bj9 
escaped suffocation* When be reached Jjh^ tppof tbt 
well he was still exceedingly ill, and went to hei, hot 
without mentioning to any one what had happened. 

After some time, being considerably recoYered^ hie gof 
up, communicated the whole affair tp his fellow senrantf 
and mentioned his determination to go down ijit^ t)ie 
well again, to make a second effort to extinguish the fire* 
He accordingly went, and having remained dieie m con* 
siderable time, his fellow servant called hioa fion pBf 
top of the well, and not receiving any answier^ jiycypf 
extremely alarmed, and imparted his feara to a poi^ 
belonging to the London Tavern, which is direcll7*offi^ 
site to Mr. Hoffman's. The porter immediately ifW^ 
down into the well to see what had become of thp.ifctPjp* 
man, whom he found to all appearance dead} an^dlOli^ 
he himself was greatly affected by the smokej he U^p^it 
he should be able to bring the deceased to tl^ie top of }ll9 
ladder, upon his shoulders. The poor fellow J^d qjearlj 
succcedi'd in his humane intention, and w^^ .wilKhUt-a 
short distance of the top, when he was obliged ]to ^tapW 
the corpse from his shoulders, and it fell to the' bottom 
of the well. The porter himself was so completely over- 
come by the stench, that he was not able to keep hi» hoU 
of the ladder, and almost at the same moment dlfffip^ 
down himself. The man at the top was dxea^^EnJIyrjUJ^ 
tatcd, and alarmed the whole house. • ■ 

As it was now supposed that the fire had W§ffyj§ftt 
itself, and. that there was less dangcrj^ a p^n^ ^f^JtlS^Sf^ 
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who offered to ventiirfe down into the well, to save, if 
possible, the life of thd porter who fell from the ladder; 
it was, however, too late ; the man was found to be dead. 
This person was down only a short time before he began 
to experience the effects of the foul air; and notwith-^ 
Standing he made the best of his way to the ladder, he 
was so completely overpowered by the stench as to be 
Unable to reach it. In a short time he also became in- 
sensible, and unable to answer when called. Mr. Hoff- 
manns livery servant, with the greatest promptiuide and 
resolution, then determined to venture down to save the 
life of the third man, who had so courageously gone 
down to preserve the others: but he had the precaution 
to fasten a rope toand him, and he desired the person^ 
above to pull him up the moment they found him unable 
to answer th^m. This last effort happily succeeded; he 
brought up the man out of the well, who was all but 
dead, and has been since, with much difficulty, restored. 
During the whole of the sncceeding night he was in a 
delirious state. 

The two dead bodies were brought up out of the well, 
and carried to St. Peter's church, where they lay till the 
coroner's inquest was held on them, at the London Ta- 
vern. The jury brought in a verdict, that the deceased 
persons, named Rolfe and Robinson, died by suffocation. 

Extraordinary and interesting Account of the Restoration 
to Life of Pcrions supposed to be dead. 

In the month of February, 1746, says M. Louis, a 
celebrated French surgeon, a young woman from the 
country, of a very robust Constitution, about twenty-five 
years of age, setoff on foot frbm the Hotel Dieu at Paris, 
where she had been brought to bed two days before, and 
went to the Salpetriere, She was apprehensive of being 

attacked 
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mttaclced with a disorder which then prevailed among ih€ 
lying-in womeD at the Hotel Dieii> and had carried off 
great numbers of them. The fatigue of the walk so ex- 
hausted the poor creature^ that upon her arriTal she im- 
mediately swooned away^ and was put to bed. Hot ' 
cloths were applied to warm her^ and by means of cor- 
dials she was at length revived. In about an hour^ she 
relapsed into the same state^ and was supposed to be 
dead. Thje keeper of the ward sent me word diat she had 
a subject which I might make use of for my anatomical 
and chirurgical lectures. My pupils lost no time in 
fetching away the body^ which was simply covered with 
a cloth^ and had already been exposed two hours on a 
hand-barrow to the inclemency of the weather. With- 
out examining the body, they removed it into the am- 
phitheatre. The following morning> before I W6Dt to 
tee my patients, a young surgeon told me that dliring 
the night he had heard plaintive sounds in the amphi^ 
theatre, like some person moaning and fetching deep 
•ighs; but that fear had prevented him from getting up 
pad informing me of the circumstance. I instantly went 
to examine the body, and found, with extreme concern, 
that the poor young womjin, who was then actually dead, 
had eodeavourcd to disengage herself frqm the cloth >B 
which she was enveloped. One of her legs was off the 
hand-barrow on the ground, and one of her arms was 
placed on the bar of a dissecting table, beside which the 
l)arrow had been placed. I still recollect the sentiments 
of horror and compassion which at that mpment filled 
my bosom; and I doubt whether there can be auiore 
melancholy or affecting spectacle. 

In the year 1.558, Burgundy and the town of Dijon ia 
particular were ravaged by such a destructive pestilence, 
that there was not time to dig a separate grave for each 
corpse. Vast holes were therefore made, which were 

fille4 
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filled with dead bodies. A woman named Nicole Len* 
tiller, shared the general fate, and after several days ill- 
ness she fell into such a swoon that she was judged to be 
dead, and was buried in one of the general graves. The 
morning after her interment she revived, and endea- 
voured to release herself from that disagreeable situation; 
but her weakness, and the weight of the bodies with 
which she was covered, prevented her. In this horrible 
condition she remained four days, till she was disengaged 
by the people who brought some more dead bodies, and 
who carried her back to her own house, where she per« 
fectly recovered. > 

The city of Thoulousc furnishes several examples of 
precipitate interment: among the rest the following is 
particularly remarkable. A lady having been buried in 
the church of the Jacobins, with a diamond ring on her 
finger, pne of her servants concealed himself in the 
church, and at night went down into the vault where 
the coffin had been deposited. Having opened it, and 
the finger being so sw'elled as to prevent the removal of 
the ring, he fell to work to cut it off. The violence of 
the pain caused the supposed corpse to shriek out vio- 
lently; the servant, terrified to death, fell down in a state 
of insensibility. The lad^, meanwhile, continued to 
moan. The time of matins fortunately arriving, some 
of the monks heard the sound, went down into the 
vault, where they found the lady sitting up, and the ser- 
vaiit half dead. A messenger was dispatched to call up 
the husband, who carried his wife home. She recovered; 
bui the servant experienced such a violent shock, that. 
after languishing twenty-four hours, he made a compen- 
sation to death for the yictim which he snatched from his 
clutches. . , 

Gentil Cariscendi, a gentleman of Bolpgna, having 
become enamoured of the wife of Nicolas Chassennemij« 

Vol. If. M M M and 
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and being unable to inspire his mistress with a similitr 
passion^ accepted in despair the oflSce of podestat 6{ 
Modena, which was offered him. During a journey 
which Chassennemi was obhged to niake^ the lady re* 
tired to a country house, where she was surprized bjr 
such a sudden accident that even the physicians judged 
her to be dead. As she was supposed to be not far ad^ 
Tanced in her pregnancy, she was interred without any 
method being employed to save the child. Cariscendji 
being informed of the death of bis mistress^ flew to tlt6 
place where she was buried. He opened the coflin add 
embraced her. Aften some time he felt that her heart 
still palpitated. Convinced that she was notdead^ he 
put her on his horse, and secretly conveyed her 9o bis 
house at Bologna^ where she was restored to lififif. *ilfler 
she had perfectly recovered, she was delivered of a'lmng 
child^ after which Cariscendi went back to Mod^M to 
complete the term of his magistracy. Upoii his rttoAi 
he gave a grand entertainment^ to which Chitsii^ili&emi 
was invited. During the dessert, he introduced hit taSoh 
tress with her child in her arms, and restored tlMtti to 
the husband, who was doubly rejoiced, at having recfl^ 
vered his wife, and having become a father. 

The following fact was related to M. Bmhier, by K 
friend on whose veracity he could rely, and who was 
acquainted with all the parties concerned. At the be- 
ginning of the last century, a young and handsome faidy, 
wife of one of the principaf inhabitants of "Pcftkt Safal^ 
Es})rit in Langnedoc, having been interred itttHe itoM* 
ing, a young man of the town, who had been de^y fair 
love with her, resolved tp enjoy the following nigfit dW 
satisfaction of seeing her once more. It Wat thetetf 
diriicult for him to execute this design, ai the mppoted • 
corpse had been deposited in a cfoietcry indoi^ ^^, 
wall only three feet high. The lover, ifiA tbc asUtttMe 
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of a friend, took the lady out of her grave, and removed 
her beneath a kind of porch, which concealed theoi from 
the looks of inquisitive persons who might be passing 
t\)at way. There the dejected lover tore open the sheet 
ivhich covered the face of his mistress, and while he 
jV^ssed her tenderly in his arms, he thought he perceived 
some symptoms of life. In the transports of the most 
lively joy, he exclaimed that she was not dead. The 
friend, who at first feared that it was the illusion of love, 
was soon convinced of the reality of her revival by a sigh 
which the lady uttered. A bottle of mint-water, which 
the lover had fortunately taken with him, recovered her so 
fur that she could be carried home ; where it was not 
without considerable difficulty that sh« could prevail on 
the servants to inform her husband she was alive and re- 
quired immediate assistance. She was at length admit- 
ted, and by proper treatment perfectly recovered her 
health, which she enjoyed a great number of years. 

The French army, after the taking of St. Sebastian in 
the year 17 19* marching to lay siege to Rose, passed 
through Paw, where the Marquis de Briquemau, aid-de- 
camp to she Prince of Conti, was obliged to stop, being 
attacked by a disease equally violent and sudden. He 
was soon overtaken by a lethargic affection, of such a 
nature that everyone supposed him to be dead. The 
mistress of the house where he was being deeply affected, 
and perhaps still more frightened at the presence of a 
corpse, endeavoured to persuade the minister of the pa- 
rish to bury him the same day, but without success. AH 
she could obtain was, that the body should be placed in 
llie church till the expiration of twenty-four hours, The 
marquis having come to himself during the nighty strug- 
gled with such force that he broke out of his prison. 
AiTrighted at the situation in which he found himself, 
he look refuge on the steps of an allarj, where he was 
M M M 2 discovered 
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discovered the next ir*orTi ng wu€ja the churcli 
opened. Hf^ was removed a cold as ice to his former 
lodging, wlierc his landlatiy, with a view to warm him 
as speedily sis possible, placcrl him mar a large fifc, 
which causi'-g a sudtieo ranfa^ tion of the fluids^ noon 
extinguishea the Bmall remnaat of life that was left in 
hini. ^9 

Nymmaiij in his Treatise on Apoplexy- relates, ths^^ 
in his time thtre wa& living in Wirlt^mberg a widow 
named Eve Meggers, who when sshe was a young ^ft'onifiiii 
and resided with one of her mmu at the neigh bonring 
town of Acken, where the n!a;2;ue was then making drej»d- 
ful ravages^ was attacked by it^ after scv^era) other per- 
80Qs>lmd died in the same liouse of that disease. Sii 
was then t w e u ty - tl i ree y e iirs old, and the <\h ord er t ook 
such a- turn that ever}' one ih ought ht^r dciuK From a 
warm place she was removed to a cold ^ititatian^ where 
• she was laid upon straiv till the time of iutcrment, ihi 
is, till two o\ lock ill the afternoon, for she was sitp* 
posed to have died about miduight; otlK^rwiJ^e she would 
have been interred at noon, accoiding to the custom 
tlien established in that plate. A short time brfore tttfl 
arrival of thoiac who were to carry hrr to the grtve, the 
supposed corpse begun to stir, striving to raise her head 
and even to rise up. The aunt, who was then in the 
house with annther woman, was frightened, and imagii 
inu; that it was a spirit^ seized a stTck. with n hich sh^ 
would have dispatelied her niece, had not lier cnmp^^ 
nion interfered ; but the latter could not prevent Iitl^| 
from using it in rudely driving back the poor girl. Al 
leni4;th she ran away, and shut hers^elf into ano!her ror>m. 
The patient meeting with this horsh treiJtrnent, ffmaine^^ 
on the spot as if insensible, though she could be pisiH 
ceived to breatfie. Tijc interment was put off, and 
twelve hours afterwards she was entirely revived 

M.de 
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M. de St. Andru, in a work printed at Roncn in the 
year 1700, and entitled, Refections on the Nature of 
RemcdieSy their Fffects and manner of acting, relates a 
circamstance which took place in the presence of his 
father, to whom the patient was indebted for his life. 
A gentleman aged sixty years, being ill of a fever, fell 
into aswoon, and, as it was supposed, expired. Every 
preparation was made for his funeral, and even for open- 
ing his body, according to the desire of his children. 
Two clergymen having remained by the corpse to say 
the usual prayers, disputed who should perform that office; 
which obliged my father to enter the room, to prevent 
them from coming to blows. My father having after- 
wards approached the bed, and from curiosity or acci- 
dent having uncovered the face, he thought he disco- 
vered a movement in it; at the same time he held the 
candle to the nose and mouth without perceiving any 
respiration or pulsation of the arteries. Supposfng him 
to be absolutely dead, he was leaving him, when he 
thought he again saw the same movement; and upon 
touching his temples, he imagined that he felt a feeble 
pulsation. He called for wine, rubbed the nose, lips, 
and temples, and several times poured a little into the 
mouth, without observing any signs of animation. My 
father, convinced that he was entirely destitute of life, was 
just going to leave him, when he began to taste the wirie 
which had been poured into his mouth. After swallow- 
ing a few spoonfuls, he opened his eyes, and recovering 
from his weakness, related all that had passed between 
the two clergymen, without omitting the most minute 
circumstance. Within a short time afterwards he was , 
perfectly cured. 

The following incidents, with which we shall conclude 
this article, are of such a nature as to appear almost in- ' 
credible; but as they are related by writers of respect- 
ability. 
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^bi)It)% we cannot forbear submitting tnem to OTf 
leaders. 

Pechlin, in the tenth chapter of his Treatise Dt Jtr, 
ci Jiim» defect, says: — Eighteen years ago, a gardener 
of Tronningholm (in Sweden), who is now sixty-five years 
oldj and very hcahhy a robuj^t for his age, was en* 
de^vovring to assist a j $on who had fallen into ibe 
irater. Walking without irrit prrtcitjiion upon the 

ice, it broke under him, a ic himself fell into the 
Water, which in that e 3 eighteen ells in depth* 

He went down feet r< , 1 d sunk in a perpf.*ndicu- 

lor posture to the bt [>m; in (his state he remained &i\*, 
teen hours before he was taken out. lie siiiJ, that as 
»oon HS he was under the watcr^ hk whole body grew 
•tiff, and lost all motion and : i^nsatiou, excepting that 
he thought he heard indistinctly the sound of the bells 
' which were then ringing at Stockholtu. IIi* )ike%\i^e 
f^lt at first as if there was a bhiddcr before hi* tnoutht 
which prevented the water from entering thiit way; br, 
however, felt it come in at his ear§, whit4* product-d a 
hardness of hearing that did t leave him for «i coni^i- 
derable time afterwards. He s sought ev«*ry where in 
vain during sixteen hours; at IcJiglh, ahf*ul: being btruek 
into his head, which he said he frit, he was found and 
drawn up. Either through custom or popuiEir pcrsJuasion, 
it wab blill hoped that he would recover; be was, iher^ 
fore, wrapped in cloths, for fcur the air, by euicriog 
too suddenly into the lungs, might prove filial- Being 
thus secured from the air, he was taken to a house, and 
warmed by degrees; he was then wrapped in warm liiun 
floths, and rubbed till his blood was put in motion* At 
len-cth he was perfectly recovered hy means of cordials 
and draughts usually given in * as^es of apoplexy* Me 
ghevvcd the scars on his head from the woundi he hmi 
received fipiu the hook, and c I i he ^^n^ 

luioniiylv 
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Occasionally subject to violent head-ache. In conse- 
quence of an accident so singular, and attested upon 
oath by eye witnesses, the queen mother granted him a 
pension. 

A short time since, (says Dr. Kunckel, in the Miscel- 
lanies of the Academy of the Observers of Nature) aboui 
four leagues from the town of Fahlun, where there is a 
celebrated mountain from which great quantities of cop- 
per are extracted, a dauber, who knew just sufficient of 
painting to sketch some rude figures on the stoves of the 
peasants, fell out of a vessel into the water, so as to 
reach the bottom on his legs. A fruitless search was 
made for him, during eight days; after which he as- 
cended to the surface, and appeared full of life. The 
judge and minister of the place put the following ques- 
tions to him: — if he had breathed th^ whole time; he 
replied that he did not know — if h^ had thoughtof God, 
and recommended his soul to him; to which he answered, 
frequently — if he could see and hear ; he replied, yes, 
and that he ihight even have laid hold of the hooks with 
which they were seeking for him, if he could have ex- 
tended his arms. He added, that the fishes had made 
incessant war upon his eyes, which gave him great un- 
easiness. Being asked how he d6f<6nded himself against 
them, he replied, by moving his eye-lids. As to hear- 
ing, he related that nothing was more painful to him 
than when any thing struck upon the surface of tlic 
water; and that he felt excessive pain in his ears in par- 
ticular, and which was communicated to his whole body, 
whenever any person came to fetch water ivith a pail. 
He was asked whether he ever felt hungry ; he replied^ 
no — if he had slept ; he said he did not know, because he 
had sometimes beqn insensible; but that all his thoughts, 
as f:ir as he recollected, had no other olject than Cod 
and his deliverance. 

Kunckei 
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Kunckel received this history from an eye-witness^ 
whose son chanced to fall overboard into the water. . He 
sunk to the bottom, upon which he proceeded about 
fifteen hundred paces towards the shore. This young 
man told him, that in taking the steps necessary for his 
preservation he had thought of God, and did not re- 
collect that he had any other idea i that the voice of bis 
sister, who was shrieking on the shore, bad served to 
direct him towards the place it proceeded from; that 
blows upon the surface of the water, and the cries which 
he heard very distinctly, had greatly incommoded him ; 
that he had been two hours in going from the place 
where he fell in to the shore; that he had breathed 
without knowing how ; that the water had not entered 
into his body, and that he had been hot instead of cold. 
Dr. Kunckel adds, that he interrogated a fisherman 
who fell into the water at the same place [with the last* 
mentioned person, and was prevented from getting oat 
again by the ice. He remained three days in that situa* 
tion, and was brought up in good health. The only re- 
mark he made, was, that a large bladder appeared to be 
formed round his head. The author concludes his ob« 
scrvations by declaring, that he is not astonished that 
this fisherman should remain alive, but that he cannot 
comprehend how the ofliers could have recovered* 



4st07iishifig Jccount of a Man deprived of Sense and 
Motion for Ttctlvc Itars, 

The foUowing wonderful case is described by M. Arvid Faxe, in the llo- 
nioirs of the Royai Academy of Stockholm, for October, 1784* 

V/LUF Olufson, a peasnnt, in the parish of Racnneby^ 
in the province of Blotting, now aged fort^--one, had 
been a sailor in his youth, was of a strong constitution^ 

and 
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and had once nearly perished in a storm. He was 
seized with fever in June 1771> which appeared by pains 
in his body, great heats, and violent head-ache; he 
soon lost his speech, and shortly after, his internal and 
external senses. 

About a month afterwards, the fever and heats abated; 
hut he had become so lean during this malady, that it 
was difficult to discover in him a fleshy fibre/ His body 
resembled that of a skeleton covered by a slight skin. 

He remained lying on his back constantly, and im- 
moveable; his hands on his brccist, his legs stretched 
out, and his eyes generally closed. He passed eleven 
years in this helpless state, till the summer of 1782. Ex- 
cept a little milk insinuated between his lips, and some- 
times a spoonful of wine or brandy, and at the same time 
a pinch of snuff, he absolutely took no other food. No 
one can recollect, during all this time, that he ever ex- 
pressed a wish for food. He could pass over four days, 
and sometimes a week, without taking milk. As he had 
neither flesh nor fat, this constant position did not occa- 
sion him any ulcers in his back. 

His brother, Anders Olufson, shewed every fraternal 
afTection for him, and during these tedious and melan- 
choly years, he sought every means to restore him to life, 
(for his present state could scarcely be called life,) which 
the most tender friendship suggested. He boiled some • 
plants, with which he fomented his head frequently. 
Oluf appeared to recover a certain degree of sensation, 
regain a little strength, and seemed gradually restored, 
but he gave no mark of perception nor reason. He 
appeared in a restless state, and full of alarm, in the 
presence of any person. 

In this state he remained a considerable time before 

he would suffer himself to be observed stepping out of 

his bed, which, therefore, he generally did in the night. 
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or when the family were out in the fields ; fhen would ht' 
drag himself to the spot where he could take m little 
milk ; but frequently^ by the unexpected entrance of anj 
•ne, he was seized with great trepidations^ and firequently 
remained stretched out on the ground, without the leart 
< capability of motion. At length hit brother, i^soWed to 
make him quit his usual abode, would take him out, 
give other nourishment, (though he ever preferred milk,) 
adding some strengthening substances, bathed his.beiid 
with cold water, by a spring at some distance from the 
house. Although the patient had recovered h» hearing 
and feeling,^ he still remained extremel]^ feeble and 
meagre, without powers of articulation, and with scarcely 
any trace of reason : habit, however^ made him capable 
of going himself to draw water from the spring t6 lia^ 
bis head. 

Twelve years had passed since the commencement of 
this malady; and he astonished the village, when tliey 
saw him suddenly recover the use of his physical htxir 
.ties. Tliis happened on the 8th of August 178% when 
he returned with water, in the presence of his brother, 
of his two sisters, and the servants^ as they were ftp* 
paring to dress for church. It* was then he wat leiaed 
with sbiverings, tremors in his i^-ms and l^gs^ and aaid,^ 
in a hurry inp; voice, '^ Lord God ! this isamaaS^ Wliait 
have I been all this time?". * • 

At this moment a vein in the crown of his head openedl 
of itself, and there fell out about six drops of blood; 
another vein opened at the extremity.of the right nOftnl; 
another at the chin ; and tiiere ran, as if frofl^ bodl'MIV, 
nearly as much blood. 

Nearly about this time he also recovered his tpe^» 
spoke what he wished, had his perfect undewtandhi^ 
called by their names all those who were in or oiitof l|^ 
house,, and whom he had known before hii WtllHte iji 
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was astonished to find them grown so old ; but he did 
not recognize one of those whonf he had not known be- 
fore his disorder, although they had appeared daily before 
him during its prolonged state. 

Oluf considered this accident as a mere dream, with* 
out knowing whether it had lasted a long or a short time. 
But what is more remarkable is, that he did not seem 
sensibly to have lost his memory during these twelve 
years, and did not recollect any tiling which had passed 
during his malady* 

The people of the house seating themselves at table 
for supper, he desired to read the ordinary prayers and 
grace, and he performed it without much hesitation. 
Some days after, he desired to perform his devotions^ 
and according to the account of Dr, Henschens, he ap- 
peared to have a perfect knowledge of the articles of his 
faith. 

The opening of the veins mentioned, were followed 
by slight scars da the crown of his head, as also on the 
nose, and by a red spot on his chin; the wound in the 
middle remained open a longer time, and the scar gave 
the nose an obliquity it had not before. 

When the patient had recovered the use of his speech^ 
he spoke for some time with precipitation ; but at the 
present moment in the most orderly manner. His eyes 
appear somewhat disfigured, but that arises from his 
^squinting. In all other ^respects he is in goixl health, 
gains corpulency^ and performs his daily labour. 

Scarcely had Oluf Olufson recovered his health, than 
I was informed of his extraordinary malady ; but its sin* 
gularity induced me to take the most minute and well- 
aiitUeuticated information ere 1 laid it before the Royat 
Academy. These details, thereforej are equally remark* 
able and true, 

N N N 3 Wll^UAM 
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William Powell, the Higiigate Pbophet. 
IVith a Portrait, 

William POWELL was one of the many melan- 
choly instances of methodical lunacy that beget a parti* 
cuhir enquiry as to the primary cause of unaccountable 
aciions; hikI as the object is more or less interesting, 
their notoriety is confined to a single spot, or extended 
beyond the limits of their own neighbourhood. The 
memories of mad writers, mad preachers, and mad 
actors, are mofjtly perpetuated ; while the actions of 
lunatics, in a more private walk of life, for want of 
similar advantages, sink into obscurity. 

I'lic subject of these observations was a man of some 
rcs|»e(:tability and connection, and held a place in the 
Treasury. But being so uftjortnnatih/ lucky as to gain 
a prize of 500l. in the Lottery, he fondly imagined he 
had found a more ready way to future riches, than if he 
liad discovered the philosopher's stone. From the time 
he came into possession of the above sum, he neglected 
the duty of his place in the Treasury, and never ceased 
wandering, like a IVill o' tlC Ulsp, after lottery specula- 
tions, until he had lost not only the o()0l. he had before 
gained, but every guinea in the world he besides pos- 
sessed. The consequent disap^^ointment and vexation 
allfcted his mind in a way that rendered him unfit for 
the situation he IkuI before too much neglected, and he 
was j)ermittcd to resign it on a pension of twenty pounds 
ayar; which from some unknown cause was disconti- 
nued for about three years prior to ^is death. His bro- 
ther, a m.in in affluent circumstances, had occasionally 
coiili ilj^terj towards his necessities ,• but not in a sufficient 
.i.:- .ij(r to i)revent his applying to the parish for relief, 

und 
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and he must have ended Ixh days in the workhouse ba 
was necessitated to enter> had it not been for the libe- 
raJity of the penson with wIhjim he lodged j Mr, Cock, 
bukefj in Sloune Street^ Fiiitlieo; who^ induced through 
eompaasiotij gave him a garret in hi$ houses and furnished 
him with necesusariesj to the hour of FowelTs deaths 
which happened n few months afterwardsj August 15, 
1 80:1 J ill the sixty-ftjurtli year of his age. He was bu- 
ried in llie Burying-gnmnd King's Husid, Chelsea- 
It was tlie constant pnvciiee of this uo fortunate man^ 
for several years, in all seasons and weathers^ to walk 
c^rly in the morning from Sloan e Street to High gate, 
preserving an equal pace until he arrived at ihe foot of 
the hill J when he would take off his gloves^ earefuily 
fohl them, atid put them in hh pocket ; then raising hsu 
hauds to heaven^ as in the act of devotion, he would 
suddenly set off in a gentle run, never stopping or look- 
ing back till he had reached tlie top, if he was stopped ^ 
as it often happened by persons from an inquisitive mo- 
tive, he would return no answer to their questiani, bttl 
indignantly turning back, retnrn to the spot whence be 
slant d, and re-commence his running till he had ao- 
complibhed his purpose. He never walked with a stick, 
or wore a great coat, and stated himself to be between 
sixty and seventy years of age. He sometimes continued 
his roiile as far as Barnei Hill, which he ascended in the 
same niimner as that of Ilighgate, From London to 
Burnet is twelve miles from St* Gi)^^*s Pound ^ conse* 
quently ihi# man some mornings must hc^ve walked and 
run twent3**eighl miles befdrc hri^dd'uj^t ; a performance 
that few young men would mult rt J r, j particularly iljjit 
of running from the bottom to the top of the hdls with- 
out stopping, 

Tije singidarily of this prnciiec hiduced several personi 
to eiifjuire the cause. He answered^ whc*n they did not 

-^ imfufde 
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impede him while ranning, ** That when he Ceased to 
ascend the hill in that manner^ the world would be no 
more." This gained him the appellation of the Pro^et, 
hj which name he is still remembered at Highgate. 

The person in Sloane Street, with whom he lodgod for 
several years, speaks of him as a man of aablemished 
reputation for honesty and sobriety, and it is generally 
thought his morning visit to Highgate, and running up 
the hill, was a penance he had imposed on himself for 
the folly of dissipating his property in the lottery. 

Powell is by no means a singular instance of Ipttery 
infatuation, nor the only man deceived in sanguine ex- 
pectations. A respectable and well known person, near 
]PentonviiIe, in the year 1793, was so much elated with 
gaiKing a considerable sum by insurance^ that he gave a 
public breakfast on the occasion, at White Conduit 
House. But the following year he was stripped of all 
that he possessed, by that destructive practice. It was 
confidently asserted he bad dissipated no less a sum in 
thisi manner than 15^000/. and was reduced to the ne^ 
ce^:«ii V uf working as a day labourer on the roads for 
support. lie died of a broken heart two years after his 
lo^^. in I:>ruigton workhouse. 

EXTRAORniNARY EQUESTRIAN PERFORMANCE, 

\\ E arc informed by Drake, in his History of York, 
that in the year KioG, John Ley ton, groom to King 
James I. rode between London and York iq one day, 
for six days together. He set out from Aldersgate oi| 
the 20th of May, and performed the journey each day 
beiVu-e it was dark. The days at tliat time of the year 
are about sixteen hours long, so that he rode upwards 
pf twelve miles an hour for sixteen hours each day, fof 
six (lays togithcr. 

S|NpuLAa 
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On the !2th of July, J 8^)4, died, aged eighty. two, 
Henry Lee Wanier, Emj* oi WaUingham Abi>cy iti Noi^i 
folk^ the lineul dc^cendaia mnd represeniiuive of die 
e Hit lie tit John Waroer, formerly bishop of Uocheistierp 
iirbose estates lie jKitsesi^d, as well &s iliose of Sir Jamei 
.Hotre, Bart, of Berwick^ Wilts; and of Henry Lee, E,^q. 
iMf Dane JohD, in Kt?nt, He waa the polite si-boliLr, the 
complete gciitU^mair, and tbe siac^t^ friend; ^nd aW 
thotigh, from u ^x^am of ill heallhy and a natuntl Iotc of 
rviirement, he early withdrew from hi ling tho^ pnbiie 
stationsi in which, wilb hisahiliiy^ forrmie, and iiite?gnty, 
he would ha\e made a very d ii^titigtiished fi^ure^ yet in 
private life be was universally Fe«pectcd for bi^ steady 
adherence to the rules of justice and m<>deration, and 
bis constant practice af those leading duties of the Cliria-* 
tian — humanity and beiievolcncev Of the varioui trnitt 
irhich marked the eharackT af thi^ ejctraordioary bui 
truly amiable man, hk mode of life, and hts conduct 
towards those ivho abused his conftderice and genero«iiy, 
were the most reraiirkable. WiUi liim tbe orimmoti dis- 
tribution of time was completely reversed, and night was 
literally turned into day. His time of rising was always 
late in the evening, he generally breakfasted at midnighlp 
and dined at four or five in the* morning. The dreM, iii 
which it wuf his cusiooi to appear^ was precisely that of 
the English gentleman of the last age ; a gold hiced coal 
an4 waistcoat, with deep ^lasli worked sleevea, and richly 
embossed buHonSi a deep cbitterlia of rich yellow lace^ 
curve-toed sbc?e3, and oblong buckles- Prom » prmeiple 
of lenity and forbearance, and an extreme tandcm^is of 
disposition, he permitted the most injuriuys depredatiouf 
to be commiturd on ht» property with io3|]tinity; and 

DOtwitbitandiog 
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notwithstanding the system of depredation was carried 
to such a height^ as almost to render his extensive woods^ 
and even young plantations, a scene of desolation, yet 
when during his walk by midnight any of the offenders 
,were perceived by him, lie would mildly exclaim^ ^* Take 
care how you get down that tree, or you may hurt your- 
seUV 

The character of this gentleman, as drawn by Mr* 
Pratt, in his gleanings in England, we understand from 
various testimony, is certainly not exaggerated. " At 
the Abbey here resides,'' says the above writer, *' a gen- 
tleman in the possession of a once finely wooded domain, 
of great politeness and urbanity, much reading, of sound 
understanding, who, nevertheless, has allowed almost 
every tree which his domain had to boast, to be delibe- 
rately cut down, and carried away, without so much as 
making any manner of enquiry after the ofienderSj or 
entering into any remonstrance as to their past, present, 
or future depredations, though this went to the loss of 
S0,000/. I suppose," says Mr. Pratt, " you would think 
I must be fibbing, were 1 to inform you that whoever has 
a mind to it goes into his stable, saddles or harnesses a 
horse, and rides, or ploughs with him, brings him- home 
at night, or keeps him a week or a fortnight together, 
without so much as a question being asked by the squire; 
and what is worse, they not only steal wheat, barley, and 
other grain, from the field where it is sheaved, to save 
'them the trouble of cutting it, but they are wicked 
enough to cut off the corn-cars, by whole acres, before 
they arc ripe." 

Mr. Warner, with all his peculiarities, was endowed 
with a tlK)usand qualities which do honour to the heart 
of man; and with all his shades of character, in which, 
however, there Was no mixture of vice or immorality, he 
wiU long be remembered as a man of very tender feeling^ 

a scholar^ 
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)^ scholar^ and a gentleman. Notwithstanding all the 
deep drawbacks upon his propertj^^ Mt. Warner died ex'- 
tremely rich. He never went to churcti ; but the report 
of his having been of the Roman Catholic religion has 
been contradicted by the i^uthority of his friends. 

His remains were conveyed in a hearse from his vene-- 
rabre mansion to the parish church fot interment> pre- 
ceded by a number of his tenants on horseback, and fol- 
lowed by several of the most distinguished gentlemen in 
the neighbourhood in their carriages, and by tL great 
concourse of spectators. The pall was supported by 
Henry Styleman, Esq. high sheriff of the county. Sir 
George Chadd, Bart. Sir Jacob Astley, Bart. T. W. 
Coke, Esq. Henry Jodrell, Esq. and the ftev.W.Astley. 
The chief mourners Were Mr, Woodward, one of Mr« 
Warner's nephews, and Dr. Bragge of Lynn, to whom 
the principal part of bis extensive property is bequeathed. 



Singular Account of some WHitE Sparrows* 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE WONDERFUL AND SCIENTIFIC 
MUSEUM* 

Si», 

In Saint George^s Fields, and its neighbourhood, white 
sparrows are frequently seen; they are very shy; various 
but ineffectual attempts having been made to take them 
alive. 

I have often seen thei 
sparrow ; when flying t y • ti] y of 

white, but a nearer view of t m u s gr d 

vers a very small portion of :l y i I 

the covert of the wings : t ^ e r a 

ance during the last half year. I 
kind of white s^^orro"^^^ (pro I i 

mentioned) in y 
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vicinity. I have been informed that the like wert iett 
two or three years since in Devonshire, and some Other' 
counties. 

Thinking this communication adapted to your pleadiig 
and curious publication^ I have given you this brief ac* 
count, which^may tend to induce yonr ornitholbgical 
readers to make some critical^ useful, and agreeable en* 
quiries; for undoubtedly an investigation reladve 16 this 
apparently new species of sparrows, will gratify every 
lover of natural history. 

1 am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 
Sept. 2, 1804. N. COLLYBR, 

19, Oardea Row, oeftr Weil Scpmi^ 
StG«6ig«>kFi«Mfc 

Anecdotes of3o$EVu Capper, Esq. an extraordinary 
^ Character. 

On Thursday, September 6, at half past twelve o*docky 
died Joseph Capper, Esq. many years an inmate at the 
Horns, Kenninglon. 

He was born in Cheshire, of humble parents; hit fa- 
mily being numerous, he came to London at an early 
age, to shift for himself, as he used to say, and was bound 
apprentice to a grocer. Mr. Capper seon manifested 
great quickness and industry, and proved a most valuable 
servant to his master. It was one of the chief boasts of 
his life, that he had gained the confidence of his ein-' 
ployer, and never betrayed it. 

Being of an enterprising spirit, Mr. Capper commeiUNl 
business as soon as lie was out of his apprepticeship^ in 
the neighbourhood of Rosemary-lane. His old iliaster 
was his only friend^ and recommended him so SthMaglj 
to the dealers in his Une, that credit to a verf biM 
amount was ^ven hiaiji In propohion as h^' tec^HMi 
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suQcessful^ he embarked in various speculations^ but in 
none was so fortunate as in the funds. He at length 
amassed a sum sulBeient to decline all business whatever. 
Mr. Capper therefore resolved to retire from the bustle 
of life. This best suited his disposition ; fur alUiough 
he possessed many amiable qualities^ yet he was the most 
tyrannical and overbeariDg man livings and never neemed 
so happy as when placed by the side of a churlish com- 
panion. For several days he walked about the vieimt|f 
of London^ searching for lodgings^ without being able ta 
please himself* Being one day much fatigued^ he called 
at the Horns^ at Kenningtonj took a chop and spent the 
day^ and asked for a bed in his usual blunt manner^ when 
he was answered in the same churlish style by the land- 
lord, that he could not have one. Mr. Capper was re- 
solved to stopj if he could/ all his life, to plague tlie 
growling fellow f and refused to retire. After some alter- 
cation, however^ he was accommodated with a bed, and 
never slept out of it for twenty-five years* During that 
time he made no agreement for lodging or eating, but 
wished to be considered a customer only fur the day* 
For many years lie talked about quitting this resideuce 
the next day, tli^ manner of living was so method ical, 
that he would not drink his tea out of any other than a 
favourite cup. He was equally particular with respect 
to his knives and forks^ plates, Sec. in winter and sum* 
mer he rose at tlie same houTi and when the morniogs 
were dark, he waii siQ accustomed to the house, ihm Ue 
walked 4ibout the n par ttwntti without the assistance 9!* 
any light. At breakfast he arranged, in a peculiar way. 
the paraphaniaUa of the tca-tyl»le^ b^t ^rst of all h« 
would read the news-papers. At di>iner he abu ohj^f^rTeo 
a general rule, and invariably dintik \m pint « 1 
His supper was uniformly a gill uf rum, witU ^^u^^.u, 
kmon-peel, and porierj miKcd tugclher; the hit^^^'f '^V* 

o o u £ &iivi d 
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saved from the pint be had at dinner. From' tbit 
nomical plan he never deviated. His bill for a fortnight 
amounted regularly to 4i. ISs. He called bimseif thi 
Champion of GovernmeDt^ and bis greatest glorjf wm 
certainly his Country and King. He joined inallffub^ 
scriptions which tended to the aid of Goverhmeou He 
was es^ceedingiy chol^ric^ and nothing raised>'hii anger' 
so soon as declaiming against the British ConstitntioQ* 
In. the parlour be kept his favourite cbair^ l^nd tbere he 
would often amuse himself with satirising the customen 
or the landlord, if he could make his jokes tell better. 
It' was his miUim never to join in general convetsatiodj 
but to interrupt it whenever he could say any thing ill* 
natured. Mr. Capper's conduct to bis relations wkM ex- 
ceedingly capricious ; he never would see any of them. 
As they were chiefly in indigent circumstance, he had 
frequent applications from them to bortrow money. ** Aie 
they industrious?" he would enquire; when being an- 
swered in the affirmative, he would add, ^' Tell theni I 
have been deceived already, and never will advance a 
sixpence by way of loan, but I will give them the siUli 
they want; and if ever I hear they moke known the cifw 
^uinstance, 1 wUl cut them off with a shilling.*' 

Soon after Mr. Townsend becatne landlord of the 
Horns, he had an opportunity of making a' few gpodl 
ready money purchases, and applied to the old i)(ian Ibf 
ar temporary loan; — '' I wish," said be, "'to serve fcia^ 
townsend; you seem an indubious fellow; bOPthowic 
il to be done, Mr. Townsend ? I have sworn silyer Iq 
lend, I must therefori^ give it' thee ;** Which hk ec^p6td- 
Ingly did the following day. ^r. Townsend P^Viid 
jprateful for this mar^L of liberality, and never ce^M' to 
administer to him evei^y comfort tl\e bouse would attbp^i 
anid what was^ perhaps, more gratifying to' t^ M lllgi 
he indulged him in his ^cenirii;ities. * ' i~-^ * 
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Mr. Capper was elected steward of the parlour fire, 
and if any persons were daring enough to put a poker in 
it without his permission, they stood a fair chance of 
feeling the weight of his cane. In summer time, a fa- 
vourite diversion of his was killing flies in the parlour 
with his cane: but as he was sensible of the ill opinion 
this would produce among the by-standers^ he would 
with great ingenuity introduce a story about the rascality 
©F all Frenchmen, '' whom," says he, " I hate and detest, 
and would knock down just the same as these flies.** 
This was the signal for attack, and presently the killed 
and wounded were scattered ' about in ^11 quarters of the 
room. 

This truly eccentric character lived to the age p{ se- 
venty-seven, in excellent health, and it was not until the 
Tuesday morning before bis decease that a visible altera^ 
tion was perceived in him. Having risen at an earlier 
period than usual, he was observed to walk about the 
house, exceedingly agitated and convulsed. Mr. Towns- 
end pressed him to sufler medical assistance to be sent 
foiv, which Mr. Capper then, and at all times, had a great 
aversion to. He asked for a pen and ink, evinced great 
anxiety to write, but could not. Mr. Townsend, appre-* 
bending his dissolution nigh, endeavoured, but in vain, 
to get permission to send for Mr. Capper's relations, and 
tried to obtain their address for that purpose. He re- 
fused, saying that he should be better. On the second 
day, seeing no hopes of recovery, Mr. Townsend called 
in four respectable gentlemen of the neighbourhood, and 
had seals put upon all Mr. Capper's property. One of 
the four gentlemen recollected the address of Mr. Cap- 
per's two nephews, of the name of Dutton, who wer« 
immediately sent for. They resided in the neij;hboiir« 
Jiood of Rosemary-lane. 

As soon as the old gentleman's dissolution had takea, 
^ pl&c^4 
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place, his desks^ trunks, and boxes were opened by the 
Messrs. Duttons and their lawyer; when ihej found 
lOOl. in Bank notes^ a few guineas, a great manj goTem- 
ment securities, and a will; which the parties present 
proceeded to read. It was curiously wofded, and made 
on the back of a sheet of bankers checks. It was dated 
five years back, and the bulk of his property, which wa^ 
ihen upwards of 30^0001. he left equally amongst bis poor 
relations. The two nephews were nominated executors, 
and were bequeathed between them 8,000l. in the 3 per 
cents. What has become of all the property which has 
|>een accumulating since the will was made, does not 
appear. From Mr. Capper's declaration in his life-time, 
there was reason to suppose he had made another will, 
as the one found did not appear to be witnessed. 

The remains of the old gentleman were to be deposited 
in Aldgate church-yard, where his deceased sister is 
likewise laid. 



Description of some remarkable oaks, now standing in 
JVelbeck'park in the County of Nottingham, the teat of 
his Grace the Duke of Portland. 
1 HE QREEN DALE OAK is said to be upwards of 7P0 
years old ; and from its appearance there is every reason 
to suppose it has attained to that age at least, llie cir- 
cumierence of the trunk in the thickest part is 35 feet 10 
inches; the height of the passage or arch-way through 
the body of the tree 10 feet S inches; the width about 
the middle 6 feet finches; through which it is said m 
coach and horses have been driven; and the height to 
the top branch 54 feet. This aged decrepid tree is prop- 
ped, in some places capped with lead, and in others 
barred to hold its limbs together; only one solitary 
branch shows signs of life^ it has been for centuries ey* 
.piring; and now seemingly in its. last stage of declining 
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years, braves the storms and tempests of each revolving 
winter: while the winds of heaven blow down tottering 
edifices of stone, and tear up by the roots many a lofty 
tree, this stands firmly rooted on the propitious soil that 
gave it birth. The Countess of Oxford, grandmother of 
the present Duke, had several cabinets made of the 
branches, and ornamented tvith inlaid representations of 
the o ak, wirh the following inscriptions : 

*' Scpe, sub hac Dry^dcs festas duxere choeras ; 
Svpe etiam m»nibus nexif ex ordine tronoi 

Circuiere Diodnin mensuraque roboris ulnas j 

Quiiique ier iuiplebat, nee non et coetera tanto . , ' 

Silva sub hac, syiva quanto jacct heiba sub omni.** 

Ov, Mrr, 

" Where all the woodland nymphs their revels playM, 

And footed sportive rings arouad its shade ; 

Not fifteen cubits could encompass round 

llie ample trunk on consecrated grouud ; 

As muc h its height the other trees exceeds, 

As they overtop the grass and humbler weeds." 

*' Lo the cake that hath so long a norishing. 
Fro the time that it ginneth first to spring. 
And hath so long a life as we may see. 
Yet at the last wasted is the tree." 

CBAUCtft. 

The duke's WALKING STICK, 80 Called from its height 
and straightnes3. Its height to the top js 111 feet 6 
inches, solid content 440 feet, and it is calculated to 
weigh 1 1 tons. It may be doubted whether this admirar 
ble tree ran be matched by any other in the kingdom. 

The TWO PORTERS, received that appellation froili 
there having been a gate between them. The height of 
one is 98 feet, the other 88 ; circumference of ibe for- 
mer at bottom 38 feet, the latter 34. 

The SEVEN sisTEBs is so called from its having sevea 
stems or trunks issuing out of one stool in a perpendi- 
cular direction. Its height is 88 feet, and its circumfe- 
rence at the bottom 30 feet. 
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« Not far from the latter is a tree whose body is liolhnr 
from the bottom to the top^ and is qjaHj three iachei 
thick, where the bark has been stripped off. In. this 
tree the Duke's game-keeper conceals himadf wlien be 
shoots the deer, and there are small apertoret for bis gnn* 
Its circumference near the ground is SO feet 9 inches. It 
is supposed to be nearly 300 years old. Setting eaidc its 
hollow trunk, it has every appearance of ajrooogflon- 
rishing tree. 

An ash grows out at the bottom of a large otlk, to wluch 
it adheres to the height of 6 feet; it theie iepermtes, 
and leaves its companion for a space of nearly S feet in 
height, here, as if unwilling to be disunited, it tlretches 
out an arm to coalesce again with the fostering, oek. 

The PARLIAMENT OAK, about 5 miles aouih^eest of 
Welbeck, is very old, and so called by the 
people from an idea that a parliament was once hdd 
der it; but th^re is not any good authority for ihb jra* 
diiion. It is however certain that a parliament wu hdd 
by Edward L at Clipstone palace, the ruins of which 
are now to be seen, not a mile and a half frcMn the otk, 
which stands in Clipstone Park, Nottinghadishife. 

There is about 5 miles from Welbeckj, on Shentooj 
Forest^ a beautiful wood, consisting of above ten thoB- 
&and old onks. On the north side of the great ridings it 
a Hiost curious ancient eak, which before thedejp^^b* 
tioris made by time miglit almost have vied with d|e Of* 
lebrated Cawthorpe oak, for size. Its circunfietCBCe 
near the ground is 34 feet 4 inches. The iniide it de* 
caved and hollowed out by age. The aperture frith 4*^ 
assistance of the axe, might be made wide enoc^ .to ad* 
mil a carriage. This tree is thought to be Maily ^QP 
years old. 

In August 1801, was growing on the esti^te pf^^^k^lpi 
Bush Baker, Esq. of Glyn Ccuiog, near.Cbirfc^^Mfl^ 



theCoaiMy of t)eAbigh^ an oak tree^ that measured as 
fotloirst ♦ ^ 

v:rii. ••^, -i ^ ' ' F««ti ■ 

^I^Jengt^ to the crown « * . • .- 23, 

The Circumference M bottom two feet from the ground 51 
* ' -U^mtheniidiie - - - . si "' 

Making' a totiidf' halesdthail 147« cubical feet, n^Bieh 
at 5s. per foot,' tKeoonunon tradfe Jifrice,- ftmotiiilts to the 
suniof368l. ' * • ' ■ ^ ' :'' 

BODY 0» A MAN mgedVEftfiQ UN mklt OltOUKl) IN AK ^ 
*• ■ f' • "'"'^ kttcct^-posttr'lttf; • -' <- • 

On tfi^ SOtkof Ati^u$t it^Si as som^ laboftrers %iiN5: 
dutting turf in a bog near Empor Lodge, htthe tduniy^ 
of tW^tii^^th, Ir^taiid; they (dtLiidiBLt the AepAt of -ia 
feer the l/o^of^ H'wif^kM to«tt>' in mn ^cct poWWel 
wh6r^> in sill {tfbtiWMKtjf', h had i^ii JTdr many c^fo^irteii^ 
Evei^'p^rt Va^'jIilSrf^M^/ llit skiii irkk in i:<Aotxf^tiitim^ 
ststetid^; like a'balf titntied calf skilii and alinodt iihp€* 
nethnble; not the sitfallert remains df cloAies #ettt' 
fouUd, t^bt could icny ittatk^of Vtotencebi^ diricotiered; 
ftorii thiitsii^enmitan^e ki^ conjiMtur^d, that he was- 
drbwn^d tii' ii time i^eh' tfh^ bog was a^qttagmire, and^* 
hvLvlti^ fiUhkio the gtarel, remfiiined in thai erfect pos- 
tat'e he wiis foi!ind iii; 1[1ie 'qilagmir<l in the course of 
nialijr cetituries, beCabie tdonsoltdikted into a bog, and thus 
preserVeci thebbdymorie pterfectlj^ thto if jit was embalmed. 

) / . .' J «BXTRAfOR2>INARY TINKkli 

A short time since died, at Hornchurch, in Edseic, Ed- 
tiiund Kokesi i&ged 66/ b^ tradts a tinker, which he fol- 
low^ <^isnduotts)y>tHi'4boub six t^eeks before his dtetb. 
Hf^'lifkirt^e^ts^eMhibtted^mptomsof tb^^ abject 

p^vi^y]-iho«i^ht%e itF#s foand to possess property to the ^ 
amount of five or six thousand pounds. He had a if ife ^ 
and JeWi^fll chiIvii>efi>Mvhicb he brought up in the most , 
^VcH^. II. p p p parsimonious 
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puFstmonHHis. nlannerj dCten feddtalg 
and offal of meat^ which he purchased al 
pricts. He was no less remarkable in 
dresft;^ for in order ta save the ttpeunt of UKii|rfai|^ 
he incQuld encourage the dirt to gath^ 9^,!!^,^^ ^ 
ULde lin some measure the length of hit beaiid. Ptyipfvt^ 
suflfe^ed bis shirty be washed ii^ water | botafttF^Mf^ 
ing it till it became intolerably black, he aiefl|i^ wpib iK 
in urine^ to save the expense oL soap. It wooM hcve 
pp9i:led the wtsffltpbilfMopber to mdie. out ibe OQgiHl 
colour of his coat^ wbieti Ume ba4 transformed into a 
jacket, so'cof eredr ^aS: it m^i throads an^^ piiifdbeK^^^^ 
^rfsnt cqIouvs^ .. . . ,; / .^.,; ,^ <.. .rj j..i.iiiiH 
^.Tli^ ii^^trflf lb6,|TOfley^4pgeftjR5nt||,|ftJ|^i^^ 

4f pt^fkriiK 1^ bag> ^whioh^bag fr^^^Vf ^Wn# «V tRt%tH!» W^ 
aip44ll^ eaBtreya4 toajirick k|tcK^)^$pf '^ t||fi^W|9l|| 
vaa^ajken up, an4 acbcrle madejnfttjanwWigh lPil^i 
tbe^, pot; the. h^fk^ waa tbea c%ife&l]jr.m«ilwd^>l|n{4<.|lc 
tally: kept; behflo^ thA^aoaot the sum dcpqyilDJ^^ijQggfi 
4ijg^.hiawift discover€b4,tlus^j^ fflfpliTl^gilR W9ti 

fit by the discovery;, took from the pot ooi) ff^liPSIiAfSfl) 
guineas that were fthen placed th^«, . HfXf^ ^>fWl<BP4jWMH 
discovered the tricks; fsr when be came to i^tl^py^r^ 
ney, and finding^.ii not agree with the tally fcffyifti^^^^ 
door, which bin wife did not know o^ he tMoedt |!§f t|l^|^ 
ir^ and to the day of his- death, .ayen on his dcalfc hti^ 
he never spoke to her witfaent adding Udffto Ofcrj msur 
preslion, . .:i:.! jjo..^ A 

Id hils pMJuget days, he wed &t th^ 
\m t^ildreh, Uk bUve a little deal b^tl! : 
in, and wiibontniidef going tli€laoknfi>. 
he woitid take them to the place HUM (ij^iJlMfrf . JJwil^ 
receptioa. , , •:o -u^.^a 

:A short tima beforeiua deaOi^ whiokte ••iMlMBa 
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tened by the (daily use of neiarly a quart of spirits^ hef 
gave strict charge that his coffin should not have a nail 
in it^ which was actually the case, the lid being fastened 
with hinges made of cord; there was no plate oti the 
cofiin, but barely the initials E. N. cut out of the lid: 
His shroud was made of a pound Of wool; the coifin 
was covered with a sheet instead of a pall, and vfais car- 
ried by six men, to whom he left half-a-crown ; and at his' 
particular desire, not one who followed him to the gritv^ 
wore mourning; but on the contrary each of the mourn* 
ers seemed to try whose dress should be the most stjik-^ 
ing, the undertaker even being habited in a blue coal 
and scarlet waistcoat. He died without a willi and his 
fortune was equally divided between his wife and family. 

Description of that exiraordmaty Mmtntain ike Pikb 
of Tenbrippe, and Aceouni of an Expediiiom io i($ 

Summit. 

In the beginning of the month of September, 176I, at 
about four in the aflernoon, Mr. Glas sat out on horse* 
back, in company with the master of a ship to visit the 
pike. They had with them a servant, a muleteer, and a 
guide; and, after ascending about six mil^fi, arrived to* 
ward »un-set at the most distant habitation from the sea, 
wbirh IS iti a hollow: here tindiug an aqueduct of open 
troughs, that convey water down from the head of the 
hoi low J their servants watered the cattle, and filled 
some small barrels to serve them in their expedition. 
The gentlemen alighted, and watkitig into the hailow^ 
found it very pleasant, abounding with many tree§ that 
sent forth an odoriferous smell; and near the houses 
were some fields of maize, or Indian corn. 

Mounting again, they travelled for, name time up a 
steep roadj^ and reached the woods and cloucls just as it 
grew dark, Tliey could not miss their \vin\ the rond 
being bounded on both sides with trees or bushes^ which 

rvvi we/c 
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were chiefly laurels 3avine^ anji bpjilHQPQQ^. .,H^Tpi|[ 
travelled about a mile, they ci^mp U>'t|)e joppef edfff^ 
the wood, aboye tl^e cloudy, where f^lighUqg, tb(|gr Vf9^' 
^ Qre, aQ4 supped j ^opn aft^r which thej. ]^ ^onm t» 
sleep upder the bushes. 

At^out Ijalf an hojur after ten^ ib.e qp^i) •bimnjg lypfl^^ 
they mpuDted again^ travelling slowly twq hours, tfiroBgh 
an exceeding bad road^ iresemblin^ th^ rujoi pf somi 
stone buildings^ scattered oyer the #eids. After they 
had got out of this road>^ they cwaofi, ppon snuil light 
pumice-stone^ like shingle j upon whic)^ thej rode at a 
pretty j^ood pace for near an hour. The air now lyegaa 
to be very sharp^ cold, and piercing. .Th<eir guide «!• 
vised them to alight here^ as the place was convenioit, 
and rest till four or five in the morning. To tUs thcj 
agref^d, an4 ent^risd a cave, the mpu^ pf FhfPl^ F>* 
}>uilt up to a man'» height, to excljide the polcL Here 
they found some dry withered retamas, which fr«| {be 
only shrub or vegetable ; with these they made a grqif 
fire, and then fell asleep j but were soon awaked by an 
itching occasioned by a cold thin air, want of cpinfortar 
ble lodgment, and sleeping in their ciot|;ies.;, but air 
though ihey lay so near the fire that one side was aloipfll 
scorched, yet the other was benumbed with cokL 

At about five in the morning they mountied agaii^ fn^ 
travelled slowly about a mile; for the road waaiathef 
^oo steep fer travelling quick on horsebftck| and tbeif 
beasts were become fatigued. At la^t they came empng 
some great loose rocjws, where was a ki|id of PfMtfjgp 
built of loose stones, called La £4ta$uia 4f Alt f^iia^ 
or the English baiting-place, probably frdqi S00|9 9^.^ 
l^nglish resting here on their way to visit tl)e ^j^i for 
none take that jouiiiey but foreignerSj and foqi^ MOC 
people who earn their bread .by gathering ^msy>nf_i 
|lere they again alighted^ the remaindef^pf ^^.^| 
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bejng too steep for ridings and left the servant to look 
afler tbe bQrseSi while they proceeded on their journey* 
They walked h^d to get tbemsplves a heat, but were 
soon fatigued by the steepness of the road, which waa 
Ipose and sandy. On their reaching the top of this hillf 
they came to a prodigious number of Urge and loos^ 
rocks, or stones, whose surfaces were flat, and each of 
them on a medium about ten feet every way. This roa^ 
was less steep than the other; hut they were obliged ta. 
make many circuits to avpid the rooks. 

Here is the famous cave of Teyde^ whiph is surrounded, 
qr rather buried, on q11 sides by large volcanic rocks» 
which the Spaniards call mil-fpaytes. Tbe cave is abou^ 
fifteen feet wide at the entrance, but its extremity Dr^ 
Heberden says he could not discov^. Here is th^ grand 
reservoir of snow, ^h^nce these islanders are supplied^ 
when their common reneryoirs, which furnish snow fof 
cooling their Hquors, fail them. M. Glas and his conipr 
pany entered it. They found tbe water so excessively 
eold that it could not be drank. After travelling about 
a quarter or half a mile upon the great stones, they 
reached the botlofn of th^ rea} pike or sugar-loaf, which 
is exceeding stejep, and tbe di^culty of ascending 
was increased, and rendered more fatiguing, by the 
ground being loose, and giving way undef t^eir feet; for 
though this eminence is not above half a mile in height^ 
they were obliged tp stop and take breath near thirty 
times; and wjien they at last reached the top, being, 
quite spent with fatigue, they lay about a quarter of a]| 
hour to res^ themselves and recover their breath. 

The top of the pike is abput ap hundred -and fortjr 
yards in length, and an hundred and ten in breadth. If- 
is hollow^ and shaped like a bell with tba mouth upward| 
says Mr. Glas. Dr. Heberden describes it as resembling^ 
a truncated cone with its base uppermost. These tw<|, 
pavellers differ widely as . to the depth of the crate^i. 
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which the natives cull caldera, the first calling it fertjr 
y vds to the bottom^ the latter saying it is about tweWe 
Of fifteen feet deep. This caldera or cauldron is nearly 
circular^ its diameter about forty fathom. The ground 
if very hot^ and from near tw^enty spiracula^ as from so 
many chimnies, a smoke or vapour arises, whicAi is of a 
•trong sulphureous smell. The whole soil seemed mixed 
m* powdered with brimstone^ which formed a beautifully 
coloured surface. There is one of the rocks which forms 
a kind of vaults or niche, against which the vapours con- 
densing, produce what the inhabitants call asufre degoia, 
or drop-brimstone. On observing some spots of earthy or 
toft clay, Mr. GIas*s company tried tlie heat with their 
fngers, but could not thrust them in farther than half an 
inch^ for the deeper they penetrated the hotter they felt 
it. They then took their guide's staffs and thrust it 
about three inches deep into a hole or porous substance, 
where the smoke seemed thickest, and having held it 
there about a miaute, drew it outi and found it burned to 
charcoal. 

From this spot the clouds beneath them, which were 
at a great distance, made a very extraordinary appear* 
ance: they seemed lil^e the ocean, pnly the surface 
was not quite so blue ai)d smooth, but had the resem* 
blance of white wool ; and where this cloudy ocean, aa 
it may be called, touched the mountain, it seemed to 
fonm like billows breaking on the shore. When they as- 
cended through the clouds it was dark ; but when they 
afterward mounted again, between ten and eleven e'cloctj 
and the moon shome bright, the clouds were then below"' 
them, and about a mile distant. They then mistook 
them for the ocean, and wondered to see it so near, nor 
did they discover their mistake till the sun arose. When 
ia descvnding from the pike, they passed through the 
clouds, they appeared as a thick fog or mist, resembling 
|bose frequently w^en in Englnnd : all the trees' of tliBr 
woof?, and ilieir clothes, were wet with them. 
END or VOL. u. 
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